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1| Read Acts 8:1-8

Those who were scattered went everywhere preaching the word the end result 
was for the glory of God, because the persecution simply served to spread the 
message. We can be just like these early Christians. We can share the good 
news of what Jesus has done in our lives. Remember that–– It might seem like 
others have what you want. But you have what they need. Have you planted or 
sown seeds in the last week or month? Philip went to Samaria, where are you 
willing to go to share the Gospel?


2| The persecution that forced the early believers out of their homes was an un-
comfortable and painful circumstance. We also find in our own lives, times of 
pain and discomfort. Rather than complain about our circumstances, perhaps 
we should stop and ask if God is preparing us for a special task. Are you in a 
place of comfort or discomfort? What might God be preparing you for?


3| Read Acts 8:9-17

Perhaps you recall from Luke chapter 9 when John had asked Jesus if the disci-
ples should call down fire from heaven to burn up an unwelcoming Samaritan 
village. But now, after the resurrection and the coming of the Holy Spirit––this 
disciple was in Samaria praying for and laying hands on the people to receive 
the Holy Spirit. This is a beautiful example of the changes Christ can make in 
each of our lives. How has Jesus changed your attitudes about people? How 
has His love transformed your mind? 

4| Read Acts 8:18-25

Pastor Tom said, “Repentance isn’t when you cry, it is when you change.” By the 
reading of verse 24, it seems clear that Simon is not repenting over what he had 
done––he was instead sorry over the consequences he might face. How can we 
tell false repentance from the real thing?


5| Read Acts 8:26-40

Philip knew in the moment that God had given him an open door, a prepared 
heart. Our greatest opportunities in sharing the good news will come when we 
pray for prepared hearts and open doors. Because God is not in the business of 
keeping people out of heaven BUT getting as many into heaven as possible. 
Would you take some time in your group tonight to pray for open doors and pre-
pared hearts with the expectation that God will move?


