
Sermon 59: Revelation 21:9-27: The New Jerusalem

OUTLINE

The city’s appearance
The city’s life

INTRODUCTION

We are well familiar to the rags to riches story, but the story of the church is a story of 
riches to rags to riches.  God’s people in Eden were perfect in the image of God, Adam and 
Eve would have been perfect in beauty.  I do believe that our obsession with beauty in 
appearance is due to the loss we suffered when we fell into sin.  With the fall humanity lost 
all its beauty and riches and we became slaves.  But God came and redeemed us in Christ 
so as the church militant we have the appearance of rags but have inward and promised 
riches.  But one day Christ will return and He will restore us to a greater fullness than we 
lost in Adam.  As we continue looking at the new creation we are given a sight of the New 
Jerusalem, or the New Israel, or the Church, the bride of Christ.  The long history of 
humanity that started as a united family, that was then fractured in sin, but is spiritually 
reunited in Christ, in the New creation we will be one reunited people in glory.  From riches 
to rags to riches, let’s see how this is pictured for us in Revelation.

The city’s appearance

The text can be broken down into two main parts, the first part is a description of the city 
itself from v9-21; and the second part describes more of the life and inhabitants of the city 
from 22-27.  
V9, ‘Then came one of the seven angels who had the seven bowls full of the seven last 
plagues and spoke to me, saying, "Come, I will show you the Bride, the wife of the Lamb."’  
We are told up front the identity of the angel who spoke with John.  It was one of the 7 that
poured out the bowl judgements.  This is important and introduces a vital contrast for us to 
consider.  In Rev. 17:1 we see this same angel speaking with John and showing John 
another bride, ‘Then one of the seven angels who had the seven bowls came and said to 
me, "Come, I will show you the judgment of the great prostitute who is seated on many 
waters.’  Here we have two brides being revealed, the bride of satan and the bride of Christ. 
One is adorned as a prostitute the other as a bride.  To view the bride of Christ John is 
carried onto a high mountain, but for Babylon he is transported into a barren wilderness.  
These women represent two peoples and two cities.  
Notice next that way in which the bride is revealed.  John is told that he will see a bride, but
when she is revealed he sees a city.  This doubling up of meaning in these visions is 
repeated in the case of Christ as a lion and a lamb, and the church as the 144000 and the 
great multitude no one can number.  
V10, ‘And he carried me away in the Spirit to a great, high mountain, and showed me the 
holy city Jerusalem coming down out of heaven from God.’  The earthly Jerusalem was only 
ever a picture of this New Jerusalem.  This Jerusalem is the invisible church of which all 
saints in the OT and NT are a part, Heb. 12:22-24, ‘But you have come to Mount Zion and to
the city of the living God, the heavenly Jerusalem, and to innumerable angels in festal 
gathering, 23 and to the assembly of the firstborn who are enrolled in heaven, and to God, 
the judge of all, and to the spirits of the righteous made perfect, 24 and to Jesus, the 
mediator of a new covenant, and to the sprinkled blood that speaks a better word than the 
blood of Abel.’  This Jerusalem was the place that was symbolized and shadowed in the land
of Israel, and what Abraham put his hope in, Heb. 11:10, ‘For he was looking forward to the



city that has foundations, whose designer and builder is God.’  When God made a covenant 
with Abraham to give him the land, Abraham heard in that promise not merely the promise 
of a piece of real estate in Palestine but a place in a new creation free from sin and death.  
Abraham was not holding out for the millennium to see the promises to him fulfilled, but he 
was looking to what we are seeing here.  
V11, ‘having the glory of God, its radiance like a most rare jewel, like a jasper, clear as 
crystal.’  The first thing that John notices about this city as it descended was its light.  It had
a radiance, the beautiful radiance of a rare Jewel, like a jasper which was often gold in 
colour, though it was clear.  John tells us that the source of the churches light is the fact that
it is adorned with the glory of God.
We had some Mormons in the service the other day and we were talking about the 
glorification of the church.  They believe that we will all become gods, divine.  They believe 
that our glorification is a divinization.  That we will all be exactly as Jesus is as the God man 
not merely as man.  This is not what is being conveyed by this verse.  The glory we will 
have is the restored beauty that we lost at Eden, it is the perfect human glory of God gifted 
to us in Christ as we share in His resurrected perfect humanity.  1 John 3:2, ‘Beloved, we are
God's children now, and what we will be has not yet appeared; but we know that when he 
appears we shall be like him, because we shall see him as he is.’  We will be dressed in 
perfected humanity we will not be God.  True we will have the aura of His glory upon us but 
this is not because we are divine but rather because as image bearers we will be perfected 
in that image.  We will all be mirrors that reflect God’s glory but will not be God.  
Mormonism, Reincarnation and many forms of Eastern thought all think we will one day be 
God and not merely like God.  This is the highest sin, it is the sin that the devil committed 
and tempted Adam and Eve with.  

We are next introduced to the actual aspects of the city itself.  We are told in general of a 
great high wall surrounding the city.  High walls speak of security from enemies.  That there 
are 12 gates with 12 protecting Cherubs, much like the Garden of Eden.  On the gates each 
of the twelve tribes is inscribed telling us that this is the city of God’s people as represented 
by the 12 tribes.  We are told next of the 12 part foundation with the 12 apostles names 
upon them.  You can picture this foundation as 12 one on top of the other or each side of 
the cube city divided into 3 parts, and each third assigned to a particular apostle.  
John moves from the general to the particulars in v15.  Here we see an angel with a 
measuring rod.  When God measures something it is usually for its protection.  The new 
Jerusalem is going to be measured.  In v16 we are told that the dimensions of the city are 
of a cube.  This is to remind us of the holy of holies where the ark of God was kept in the 
OT tabernacle.  The picture is one of God’s presence being the eternal living place of God’s 
people.  The city ends up being 1380 miles high, wide and deep with 216 foot thick walls.  
This is roughly 10 times the length of Dan to Beersheba, the size of Israel.  Some have 
suggested that this luminous city will eternally be orbiting the earth as a new sun where the 
Gentile church will be forever apart from the Jewish people who will see a literal not 
superabundant fulfilment to their promises.  But the very fact that the gates are the 12 
tribes, which in Revelation is code for the whole church of believing Jews and Gentiles, and 
the 12 foundations are the 12 apostles indicating that the church of God is built on the 
gospel not Judaism.  We can only conclude that this picture is a union of heaven and earth 
and a union of the OT and the NT in one place.  God and man united, Jew and Gentile 
united.  All the families of the earth that were split at Babel finally reunited in one eternal 
family in Christ.  The constant references to 12 and 144 are in support of this.  

We are pointed next to materials.  The walls are jasper.  This is a semi-precious stone of the
yellow-brown variety.  When glowing it will appear more golden.  Pictures of it often show 
mixed and mottled stone, in contrast to this is the city itself that is of pure Gold. But gold 



like none other, a gold that is as clear as glass, a mixture of metal and jewel in one.  Once 
again let me remind you not to allow your imagination to realise these things, once you put 
them in the category of historical reality you forget to ask what these things mean.  I am 
not suggesting that we are in for a new array of precious gems and building materials so 
that all scientists will have a new periodic table to set up.  This is to miss the point of the 
value and richness of our inheritance that awaits.  Many large cities of the day would have 
had a great appeal due to large amounts of white marble, this is a picture intended to put 
all other cities to shame.

V19, we see next that jewel rich nature of the foundations.  12 jewels are mentioned.  
Firstly, jasper which is yellow/brown; next sapphire which is blue; third agate a quartz type 
stone that can have a variety of colours and is often banded; fourth is emeralds and they 
are green; fifth is onyx which is traditionally black/ with white bands, but it can also be 
red/brown; carnelian which is pinkish-orange; chrysolite is a greeny-gold; beryl is a 
translucent green(aquamarine); topaz is yellow-orange; chrysoprase is an apple green; 
jacinth is an orange red like wine; and amethyst is violet.  The colours are less important 
than the stones themselves.  Precious stones are commonly found in describing Eden and 
therefore paradise restored.  The devil’s original beauty was said to be the adorning of many
jewels Ezek. 28:13-14.  In this context it speaks of riches, beauty and glory.  Depending on 
translation all or 8 of these stones were in the highpriest’s breastplate and indicate God’s 
people again.
We are then told more about the gates.  These gates are on all four sides reminding us of 
the four points of a compass and the gates open to all nations not merely Jews.  More about
this in a moment.

The city’s life

When you think of famous cities we tend to think in terms of landmarks.  When I say Paris 
what landmarks do you think of?  The Eiffel Tower.  When I say London what iconic images 
come to mind?  Big Ben.  When I say Jerusalem, what would be central to the city?  The 
temple and palace.  Well as we are introduced to the New Jerusalem, our tour guide gives 
us the most salient landmark by its absence, there is no more temple, v22, ‘And I saw no 
temple in the city, for its temple is the Lord God the Almighty and the Lamb.’  What is so 
significant about no temple?  The temple signalled God’s presence but no one could 
approach except priests, the temple was a barrier.  The temple was the place of sacrifices 
where sacrifices had to be offered for sin, the temple was needed until Christ came.  The 
temple was the place of God’s residence among His people, but in heaven God will not be 
locked away in a single room but with every one of us, and in us.  No temple means all veils,
and barriers to eternal fellowship removed.  God has done all that is needed that we can 
dwell in His presence.  
V23 tells us that the sun and moon will be no more.  No more night, and eternal day.  Those
things given by God to indicate His presence, the sun which gives light and life is no longer 
needed as He Himself is with us.  V24 tells us of the nations of the world now walking in 
God’s light, and all the promises of Jerusalem at the centre of the world are fulfilled here not
in the millennium.  V25 gives us the significance of the gates, they will never be shut, they 
are always open, not like the gate in Eden.  It is worth thinking about the garden with a 
gate and seeing the development to a temple and then finally to a city.  A city is seen here 
not as a place of noise pollution, overpopulation and smog, but rather the climactic 
fulfilment of the garden.  That agricultural raw materials phase of God’s fellowship has given
way to the mature, international, metapolis of the New Jerusalem.  The grand restoration of 
Eden is familiar but so much bigger and more developed than what Adam lost.  V26 tells us 



how things will work as they ought to work, with all people obeying God, all bringing glory 
to God.  

V27, ‘But nothing unclean will ever enter it, nor anyone who does what is detestable or 
false, but only those who are written in the Lamb's book of life.’  Imagine a life where these 
is no pain, no death, no crooked politicians, no war, no crime, God is with us, we are at 
perfect rest and joy in His presence.  This last verse reminds us that there will be those who
will be excluded, the unclean, detestable and false.  This is referring to those who do not 
know Christ as saviour, those who refuse to see their filthy stains and come to Christ for 
cleansing, these are those who are contaminated by pledging their allegiance to the devil 
and the systems of this age which draw us into false worship and sin.  The OT language of 
unclean is not indicating a continuing OT ceremonial law but indicates those who are still in 
sin and under judgement and need Christ as Saviour.  

We were rich in Eden, we were unbelievably impoverished in the fall, but have been so 
abundantly enriched with Christ’s own riches and inheritance in the new creation.  We get 
gifted the gift of the Father to the Son.  Do you ever remember going to a party maybe a 
sybling’s, or a friends.  There was the lavish giving of gifts and you couldn’t help feel that 
you had lost out.  Well imagine that last day when God gives gifts to His Son, all that He 
deserves, all that He has won and is worth as the God-man.  Those gifts are not given to 
only Him but we are co-heirs with Him and will know its fullness as well.                        


