
Sermon 11: 1 Samuel 10: King Saul

OUTLINE

Saul is given three signs
Saul is given the Spirit
Saul is given the Kingdom

INTRODUCTION

Don’t judge a book by its cover is the key lesson of Saul’s life.  His good looks, His height, 
that fact of his apparent humility and even the fact that he appears to have the Spirit all 
warn us a king, a leader, a fighter, a follower of God is more and must be more than just 
these things.  God is giving Israel the king they want and the king they deserve.  God will 
use this king despite himself to accomplish His purposes, He will even use a bad king to a 
good end in defeating some of Israel’s enemies. God is good and God is merciful, but just 
because God in His kindness and power does and can draw a straight line with a crooked 
stick does not mean the stick is ok.  In this chapter Saul is anointed King, but please notice 
that God is going to a lot of trouble to give Israel something that is a chastening act from 
Him.  You might come away from this chapter seeing Saul humility, God’s miraculous 
providence on His behalf and the Spirit being poured out upon Saul as a good beginning and
forget that God is not giving them what they need but what they want.  The success, and 
the spirituality, it is all skin deep and we need to keep this in mind in order to properly 
understand what God is doing here.  

Saul is given three signs

We pick up the story the morning after the feast when Saul and his servant found Samuel, 
being led by the providence of God.  Samuel has asked for a private word with Saul and 
takes out the anointing oil v1, ‘Then Samuel took a flask of oil and poured it on his head and
kissed him and said, "Has not the LORD anointed you to be prince over his people Israel? 
And you shall reign over the people of the LORD and you will save them from the hand of 
their surrounding enemies. And this shall be the sign to you that the LORD has anointed you
to be prince over his heritage.’  Please notice that Samuel does not come out right and say 
that Saul is Israel punishment, at least not yet, but notice the overtones of God’s mercy.  He 
has heard their cries, even though they are stubborn and He will act to relieve their pain.  

Saul would no doubt be flabbergasted at the notion that he should be king, it would have 
come out of the blue when he was not expecting it, so God gives assurances.  God gives 
three signs.  Please notice the specifics when it comes to place and how many people there 
are.  The lack of reference to time might strike us as odd but they did not have watches as 
we do.  
First, he is told that by Rachel’s tomb two men will meet him to tell him that the donkeys are
found and that his father is worried about him.  V2, ‘When you depart from me today, you 
will meet two men by Rachel's tomb in the territory of Benjamin at Zelzah, and they will say 
to you, 'The donkeys that you went to seek are found, and now your father has ceased to 
care about the donkeys and is anxious about you, saying, "What shall I do about my son?’  
Secondly, he is told that by the oak of Tabor he will meet three men carrying very specific 
things going to Bethel and they will offer him 2 loaves, v3-4, ‘Then you shall go on from 
there farther and come to the oak of Tabor. Three men going up to God at Bethel will meet 
you there, one carrying three young goats, another carrying three loaves of bread, and 



another carrying a skin of wine. 4 And they will greet you and give you two loaves of bread, 
which you shall accept from their hand.’
Thirdly, at Gibeah-Elohim, the hill of God, under the nose of a philistine garrison, Saul will be
met by some prophets, and receive the Spirit himself, v5-7, ‘After that you shall come to 
Gibeath-elohim, where there is a garrison of the Philistines. And there, as soon as you come 
to the city, you will meet a group of prophets coming down from the high place with harp, 
tambourine, flute, and lyre before them, prophesying. 6 Then the Spirit of the LORD will 
rush upon you, and you will prophesy with them and be turned into another man. 7 Now 
when these signs meet you, do what your hand finds to do, for God is with you.’ 

V8 should stand out to you because it is anticipating the time when Saul will be asked to 
wait for Samuel but does not in 1 Sam. 13:8, ‘Then go down before me to Gilgal. And 
behold, I am coming to you to offer burnt offerings and to sacrifice peace offerings. Seven 
days you shall wait, until I come to you and show you what you shall do.’  This appears to 
be a summarised version of the instruction to Saul that when he becomes king and Israel 
finds itself in need Saul should go to Gilgal and wait for Samuel to make sacrifices and pray 
before any action is taken.  Gilgal was the first stopping place after crossing the Jordan and 
the first place the tabernacle rested.  It will be the place that Israel renews the covenant 
and ratifies Saul as king.  It appears that the Lord wants Israel to know that in any actions 
done by the king it is ultimately the Lord that will give the victory and not the king.  For 
those who know how things are going to go this is the fly that putrefies the ointment.

Saul is given the Spirit

The most important lesson from Saul’s life is his encounter with the Spirit, v9-13, ‘When he 
turned his back to leave Samuel, God gave him another heart. And all these signs came to 
pass that day. 10 When they came to Gibeah, behold, a group of prophets met him, and the
Spirit of God rushed upon him, and he prophesied among them. 11 And when all who knew 
him previously saw how he prophesied with the prophets, the people said to one another, 
"What has come over the son of Kish? Is Saul also among the prophets?" 12 And a man of 
the place answered, "And who is their father?" Therefore it became a proverb, "Is Saul also 
among the prophets?" 13 When he had finished prophesying, he came to the high place.’  
Just by reading the surface of the text it appears as if Saul had some sort of conversion 
experience.  In verse 6 it says he will be turned into another man, and v9 speaks of God 
giving him another heart.

Matthew Henry says he ‘became another man, but whether a new man or no may be 
questioned.’  With regards to God giving him a new heart he writes, ‘a new fire was kindled 
in his breast, such as he had never been acquainted with: seeking the asses is quite out of 
his mind, and he thinks of nothing but fighting the Philistines, redressing the grievances of 
Israel, making laws, administering justice, and providing for public safety; these are the 
things that now fill his head.’  The meaning of a new heart is taken to refer to fitting Saul for
service not salvation.  

As with the judges that came before him, Saul received the Spirit.  The idea that the Spirit 
came upon him to enable him to serve, but did not regenerate him so that he was born 
anew into God’s ways from within.  Saul like Judas is an example of one who tasted of the 
heavenly gift but did not swallow but spat it out.  He is an example of one who for all 
appearances looks like a believer, even with the miraculous attending.  Heb. 6:4-9 speaks of 
this type of scenario.  In verses 4-5 we are told five things about these people 5 things that 
they have experienced.  1. They have been enlightened.  2. They have tasted the heavenly 
gift.  3.  They have shared in the Holy Spirit.  4.  Tasted the goodness of the Word.  5.  And 



the powers of the age to come.  At first we would say these descriptions are describing 
those who have been truly born again.  With all the talk of the Spirit, truth and power, we 
would initially assume that this is the case.  Here are the reasons why I think that these 
verses should be interpreted as describing those who only appeared to be saved.  Firstly, I 
can think of several characters in the Bible who were unconverted who experienced grand 
experiences as described in this list.  Think of Judas, he performed miracles, there we see 
the power, and the gift of the Spirit.  He walked around with Jesus receiving his teaching, 
and being enlightened and tasting the good word.  But he was never saved.  He was never 
elected unto salvation.  In fact we know that he was predestined to betray Christ, it had 
even been prophesied.  Think of Simon Magus in Acts 8.  He was a sorcerer who was 
impressed with Phillip’s message and miracles, he received the laying on of hands by the 
apostles, when the Holy Spirit was poured out on the Samaritans, yet we see that he was 
still bound in his sin, and was rebuked by Peter (8:20-23).  Add to this Saul, Samson, 
Balaam, his donkey, etc.  And there are many who have experienced much, but not saving 
grace.  This is why Jesus said, Matthew 7:21-23 (ESV)   "Not everyone who says to me, 
'Lord, Lord,' will enter the kingdom of heaven, but the one who does the will of my Father 
who is in heaven.  On that day many will say to me, 'Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in your
name, and cast out demons in your name, and do many mighty works in your name?'  And 
then will I declare to them, 'I never knew you; depart from me, you workers of lawlessness.'
Secondly, the context indicates this view.  As we look down at verses 7-8 we see that the 
author envisages 2 different types of fields which bear.  The first field receives the rain and it
bears a useful crop, but the second field grows thorns.  This of course reminds us of the 
parable of the sower.  We had four hearers, and four hearts receiving the word.  The first 
rejected, the shallow soil received and looked like the real thing, and so did that which fell 
amongst thorny ground, but it was only the fourth that was fruitful and endured.  It is the 
underlying assumption of the author that if someone is truly saved they will bear fruit, one 
of which is perseverance.  The second point that the context gives us is that he says in v9 
‘Even though we speak in this way we are confident of better things in your case—things 
that accomplish salvation’.  This shows us that he is speaking about those who are not 
saved, not about those who are.  This betrays to us that in his own thinking he doesn’t think
that these true believers fall into the category of what he has been describing.  Thirdly, the 
rest of the teaching of Scripture insists that we should look to read these verses as 
describing those who appear saved, and in truth not.  Almost every other teaching of the 
Bible calls for us to read these verses as understanding that a true Christian cannot fall 
away, here are just a few.  The nature of the new life we receive is eternal, this demands 
that life never end.  The nature of the covenant we have entered into is eternal, not like the 
OT covenant which could end.  The nature of our forgiveness is eternal, and all our sins 
have been paid for, even the author of Hebrews reflects this in Hebrews 10:14 (ESV) “For by
a single offering he has perfected for all time those who are being sanctified.”  We who have
become Christians have already been declared perfect.  By virtue of the nature of God’s 
work, who finishes what he starts, and those whom he predestines, will finally be glorified.  
And besides the fact that it is implied, it is also clearly taught, John 6:44 (ESV) “No one can 
come to me unless the Father who sent me draws him. And I will raise him up on the last 
day.” 
We have to say with John about anyone who looks like a Christian but ultimately falls away, 
1 John 2:19 (ESV) “They went out from us, but they were not of us; for if they had been of 
us, they would have continued with us. But they went out, that it might become plain that 
they all are not of us.”  Just like the author of Hebrews John sees true Christians enduring.

Signs of Saul’s shallow experience of grace shows when he tells his uncle nothing, v14-16.  
Could it indicate unbelief?



Saul is given the kingdom

Our chapter ends with God’s providence employing the lot to isolate Benjamin, then Saul’s 
family and finally Saul himself, v20.  But before Samuel allows the proceedings to get under 
way he spoils the day by reminding them of their sin in rejecting God,v17-19.  This is not 
merely a case of Samuel getting a last gripe in, it is the truth that interprets the events of 
these chapters.  God is acting to give the Israelites their hearts desires as He acts to 
discipline them.  The Lord reveals that Saul was hiding among the baggage, v22.  Israel see 
their choice and most of them are happy, for he was a head taller than all around him.  They
couldn’t have asked for better packaging. And so they cry out long live the king.  

The chapter ends with Saul being read the laws of the king to remind him and the nation 
that he is not a law unto himself but still under God.  And it ends with Israel not being 
united under their new king.  

The warning for us is to realise how easily we can put a true face on something but with 
time the heart will be revealed.              


