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Outline:
Sermon Title: Making Every Effort
Point One: Because We Have Everything We Need
Point Two: For the Sake of Our Witness
Point Three: So that We Will Not Stumble
Point Four: For Eternal Reward

INTRODUCTION

Let us pray as we begin:

Heavenly Father, as we gather here to hear your word this morning we pray 
that you will feed us. Lord I pray that you would encourage our hearts in the 
faith this morning so that we would make every effort to grow in the 
knowledge of Christ. I pray do that for the sake of our witness to unbelievers, 
do it so that we will not be lead astray, and do it so that we would better glorify
and enjoy you forever.  I pray give us the strength of the Holy Spirit this 
morning so that I could more confidently and clearly preach and so that the 
Word would bear fruit in our lives. In Jesus’ name I pray, Amen.

A Childhood Friend and This Book

I was visiting my childhood best friend the week before Christmas. He is now 
married and lives with his wife in a little house on the hills of Dunedin. One of 
my favorite things about going to visit his family is that above the fire place in 
their house they have these words of Peter hanging. Taken from the end of 
Peter’s second epistle. “But grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and 
Savior Jesus Christ” (2 Peter 3:18). These few words have often served as a 
sweet reminder to me that I must continue to grow as a Christian. 

And this is really the heartbeat of Peter’s message in his second epistle and 
arguably the heartbeat of his whole life and ministry. His concern as we have 
just read in chapter 1 verse 8 is that Christians might not be “ineffective or 
unfruitful in the knowledge of Jesus Christ.” And that is why he is writing this 
epistle to the churches as he says in verse 12 and 13, “Therefore, I intend 
always to remind you of these qualities, though you know them and are 



established in the truth that you have. I think it right, as long as I am in this 
body to stir you up by way of reminder.”

James and Amy posted this message of Peter up on their wall as they got 
married so that they would serve as reminder year by year that their marriage 
was about growing in Christ. And it my desire this morning to bring this same 
message to you from Second Peter that we might be reminded of our need to 
grow as we enter a New Year. Peter knows as I am sure you know sitting here 
that it is exceptionally easy as the years wear on and fly by for us “to grow 
weary in doing good.” With that in mind I would like to exhort you verses 5-11 
of chapter one this morning, where Peter explains that we must make every 
effort to grow in our knowledge of God. He gives us four reasons in this text for
us to make every effort. We are to make every effort because we have “all 
things that pertain to life and godliness.” We are to make every effort for the 
sake of our witness. We are to make every effort so that we will not fall. And 
we are to make every effort in expectation of eternal reward. So that’s what we
are doing this morning we start the journey with a consideration of our 
equipment. And we end the journey with a panorama overview of our 
destination, which is the eternal kingdom of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

So let’s begin with a survey of our equipment. Turn with me to Second Peter 
chapter one if you’re not already there. If you didn’t bring a bible, it’s in the 
black pew bible in front of you at page 1018. Second Peter chapter one.

MAIN POINT ONE: Because We Have All Things Pertaining to Life and 
Godliness

Look with me at verse five, because it is here that Peter outlines for us the first 
reason that we must make every effort to supplement our faith. It begins, “For 
this very reason, make every effort to supplement your faith.” 

All Things are Given to us Through our Knowledge of Christ

And the reason that he is referring back to is the great summary statement of 
verse three, “His divine power has granted to us all things that pertain to life 
and godliness, through the knowledge of Him.” This is the first great 
undergirding reason. You see Peter like all New Testament authors builds his 
ethics on the foundation of what Christ has done for us and in us. Gospel ethics
is a flow from indicative to imperative. So I think in this first phrase Peter is 



saying in a broad sweeping way that all things we have needed, need now, and 
will ever need in the future for life and godliness are provided for us in Christ. 
And they have already been given to us when Christ was given to us. What 
happened at conversion is that we had a saving encounter with Christ through 
the gospel and our hearts responded in faith. What happens in sanctification is 
Christ calls to be like him his saving glory and excellence and as we see and 
know him in his saving glory and excellence we long to be like him. And what 
happens in glorification is the dim glass is taken away and we see him and 
know him as he is and as we see him we are changed to be like him.

So what Peter is saying in this first reason is that when we first began a 
relationship with Christ at that instance we received everything that we need 
to grow in godliness. 

We are to Grow like an Apricot Tree

Think about it like this. Before your conversion you were like an apricot stone 
left in a desert in the Mackenzie Country. And then when you became 
converted it was like you were picked up by a farmer and brought back to his 
house to be planted inside the fences of their family orchard. And inside that 
orchard flows a stream. And as you drink of that stream you have everything 
that you need to grow. That is what Christ is to the believer. Because you know 
him and can drink of Him you have in Him everything you need to grow. 

Growing by Supplementing our Faith

That is what Peter is explaining in the first half of verse 5. Because we know 
Christ we have everything we need to grow, so, we need to ensure we are 
growing. That we are producing fruit. He then explains to us what type of fruit 
in particular we are to produce. I don’t think that there is any particular order 
to these fruit. And many commentators actually note that the word translated 
“supplement” in the ESV, or your version might say “add”, is the same word 
that is used for the person who used to put together a choir. It doesn’t much 
matter whether you add the bass to the other three parts or start with the 
base and build your way so long as all of the parts are present. So it is in your 
life, all of these qualities are required in order for your life to sing to God’s 
glory.

How does Knowledge Produce Fruit?



Having said that however, I do think that the beginning and the last virtues are 
deliberately placed where they are. Peter is using this word faith in his letter 
not only to refer to the actual trust of the believer but as a shorthand to refer 
to that faith and everything that the believer received along with that. You can 
see this in verse one where Peter says, “  Simeon Peter, a servant and apostle of 
Jesus Christ, to those who have obtained a faith of equal standing with ours by 
the righteousness of our God and Savior Jesus Christ  .” So it is not so much 
referring to just their faith but their whole experience of the saving work of 
Christ that happened when they believed. Peter’s audience are to build on the 
life change that occurred in initial salvation experience with the fruit of godly 
character. They already know Christ, but Peter’s concern as he says in verse 8 is 
that they would not be “ineffective and unfruitful in the knowledge of Christ.”

What does it mean to be Unfruitful?

So what we have do we have to do to avoid being ineffective and unfruitful in 
our knowledge of Christ? What we have to do is use these virtues to discipline 
our growth. It is like how a grape vine must be tied and pruned for five years 
before it produces fruit. These virtues are the cords that bind the vine to the 
fence and discipline it so that it grows healthy and strong. If you want to be 
fruitful in the knowledge of Christ you must “Supplement your faith with virtue,
and virtue with knowledge, and knowledge with self-control, and self-control 
with steadfastness, and steadfastness with godliness, and godliness with 
brotherly affection, and brotherly affection with love.” These are the qualities 
to which you must tie your growth. This is what godly character looks like and it
is as the branches of your vine are tied to these virtues that you will stretch out
in growth and bear fruit. And be assured you can really grow in these ways, 
because you have all that you need for life and godliness. 

Are you Weary of Doing Good?

So, perhaps as you sit here this morning you are you weary of doing good. You 
think about the year in review and see great cause for discouragement in your 
fight against sin. You maybe you gave into the temptation to impulse buy 
during Boxing Day sales and now you double the amount of clothes you need. 
And worse than that it happens every year! You know that you need self-
control but it just seems so unrealistic that you will ever conquer your impulses
for more stuff. Or as you look back over the past year you are gripped by 
bitterness towards someone who has deeply hurt you and you don’t know how
you will forgive them. You know that you want love to flow from your heart but



it just seems so unrealistic. Well the good news is by your relationship with 
Christ you already have all of the nutrients you need to grow. So dig your roots 
down deep into knowing Christ by studying the bible and set your eyes (your 
goals and your prayers) on love and self-control and all these other virtues. By 
the grace of God godliness is possible because you already have everything you
need for life and godliness.

And as we grow in godliness we put Christ on display which leads to the second
motivation that Peter gives to encourage us to make every effort. 

MAIN POINT TWO: For the Sake of Our Witness

The Churches Witness and False Teachers

Peter explains in verse eight that we should make every effort to grow for the 
sake of our witness. Read with me what he says in verse eight, 

“For if these qualities are yours and are increasing they keep you from being 
ineffective and unfruitful in the knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ.”

Peter’s concern for the churches that he is writing to is that they might become
ineffective and unfruitful. That the false teachers that he talks about in chapter 
two are sneaking in and distracting the believers from growing up into the glory
and moral excellence that God calls his people too. He explains the effect that 
this will have on their witness in verses one and two of chapter three, 

“But false prophets arose among the people, just as there will be false teachers
among you, who will secretly bring in destructive heresies, even denying the 
Master who bought them, bringing upon themselves swift destruction. And 
many will follow their sensuality, and because of them the way of truth will be 
blasphemed.”

When people follow the sensuality of the false teachers Christianity becomes a 
cuss-word in the mouths of unbelievers. This is the fall out of the health wealth
prosperity gospel—the way of truth has been blasphemed! A preacher has 
become in the eyes of society as worse than door to door sales man and on par
with a loan shark.

Fruitful Witness: Witnessing by Bearing Fruit

But as Peter is explaining in our text, that if we grow in these qualities, we will 
not be “ineffective and unfruitful” in our witness to those around us. He is 



saying the same thing here he said in 1 Peter 2:12, where he explains the way 
that our bearing fruit and our witness as a church go together. He says there,

“Keep your contact among the gentiles honorable, so that when they speak 
against you as evildoers, they may see your good deeds [this is the fruit] and 
glorify God on the day of visitation.”

So notice when we bear fruit in front of the unbelievers around us and they 
come to church, or read a tract, or piece of Christian literature you gave them. 
And as they hear the gospel they are visited by the spirit of Christ, they glorify 
God. They respond in faith and fall down in worship!

Elisabeth Elliot and Fruitful Witness in the lives of the Auca

This verse is exactly the way that the gospel reached the Acua Indians under 
the labors of the five “End of the Spear” missionaries and their families. You 
will remember that Jim Elliot and Nate Saint were killed by this violent tribe as 
they were peacefully attempting to bring them the gospel. Two years later after
building relationships with three young Auca girls and learning the language, 
Elisabeth, Jim Elliot’s widow, and Rachel, Nate Saint’s sister were invited back 
in. And as the people saw their deep love in their labours to bring the gospel to
the same people that killed their family members little by little members of the
Auca tribe came to Christ. The pastor of the church that they established there 
was one of the men who had helped kill Jim Elliot and Nate Saint and he was 
won over by mature Christian fruit!

Fruitful Witnessing and Our Workplaces

Tomorrow likely some of us are returning to work. And others of us will begin a 
new year at work just next Monday. How else will Christ be glorified in your 
work this year other than by you bearing the fruit of a Christian? There is no 
plan B, the churches witness is the fruit of the gospel’s power to change lives. 
Likely as you travel around on road trips, or as you car-pool to work you will 
have the opportunity to give advice to your workmates, but will that advice 
come forth with the practical wisdom of a mature Christian or will you advice 
reveal a heart that is still immature—tossed to and fro by the cares of the 
world? Will your conversations at smoko break reflect a thought life of 
Christian virtue or someone whose mind is in the gutter? If your going to bear 
this kind of fruit you have to grow. You have to spend time every day 
deepening your knowledge of Christ by reading the bible and prayerfully 
targeting particular growth. If you have travelling time to and from work get a 



good series of sermons or a good Christian audio book about an area that you 
particularly need to grow in an listen to it on the way to and from work. 

You can’t grow without drawing sustenance from Christ. As every South Island 
kid knows you’ve got to eat Weet-Bix before you play Rugby on a Saturday 
morning. Otherwise you’re a sitting duck. That’s exactly what Peter’s next 
reason is all about.

MAIN POINT THREE: So That We Will Not Stumble

Only Unfocused Drivers Stumble

What Peter is saying in these next few verses is unfocused and undisciplined 
Christians are like drivers who text while they drive. Listen to what he says 
starting in verse nine, 

“For whoever lacks these qualities is so nearsighted that he is blind, having 
forgotten that he was cleansed from his former sins. Therefore, brothers, be all 
the more diligent to confirm your calling and election, for if you practice these 
qualities you will never fall.”

The Progression of Distraction to Blindness

Notice the progression in these verses. Peter talks about a man who “lacks 
these qualities;” someone who has not made every effort to supplement their 
faith. Someone who has become lazy in their approach to where they are going
spiritually. It begins with apathy. But the eyes of our heart will go somewhere 
and if they are not disciplined towards Christian growth they will find 
something to allure their attention. And pretty soon that shiny thing will 
consume all of their attention. All their desires will form around that and their 
thoughts will revolve around getting more of some form of this worldly 
pleasure as they forget about eternal joy. And Peter says that you can become 
so fixated on some this world, near-sighted passions that you are blind. Blind to
wear you have come from since your days as an unbeliever, blind to the mighty 
work of God that He did in your conversion or as Peter says, you will forget that
you were cleansed from your former sins, and blind to the city where you will 
one day make your home. And if you continue in your blindness one day the 
cell phone in your hand will cause you to fall into a ditch. 

But You Do Not Have to Stumble



But you do not have to stumble. In Peter’s understanding only blind distracted 
people stumble. Listen to what Peter says in verse 10,

“Therefore, brothers, be all the more diligent to confirm your calling and 
election, for if you practice these things you will never fall.”

The Christian life is not one of defeat and pessimism. You have everything you 
need for life and godliness through the knowledge of him who called you to his 
own glory and excellence. 

Dr. Whitney and a Disciplined Life

This year I had the privilege of being instructed by Don Whitney a man who has
written a number of classics on Spiritual Disciplines and Christian Growth. At 
the beginning and end of the semester’s classes with Dr. Whitney he gave two 
bookend lectures on the need for the disciplines. The last lecture was taken 
from 1 Timothy 4:16, “Keep a close watch on yourself and on the teaching. 
Persist in this, for by so doing you will save both yourself and your hearers.” I 
remember him leaning over the lectern, with tears in his eyes, as he told the 
story of friends and students of his who had fallen into sin in the ministry. And I
don’t think I will ever forget his words as I caught his eye as he said, “If you 
discipline yourself this doesn’t have to be you; if you pray the bible and 
meditate on scripture every day, by God’s grace, I won’t have to tell your story 
at the end of this class.”

Coincidentally, if you’re thinking as I talk: “I wish I had a book I could read that 
would help me develop the kind of discipline that Peter is talking about.” I 
would love to recommend a book to you that I had to read as part of my 
course. It’s Don Whitney’s most popular book and it is called “Spiritual 
Disciplines for the Christian Life.” I would personally have to say that this book 
has probably been the one book so far from my seminary education that has 
most deeply changed my thinking. This was the first time I ever saw someone 
unpack 1 Timothy 4:7, where Paul says “Discipline yourself for the purpose of 
godliness.” And it was the first time that I was confronted in undeniable terms 
that between me and godliness lies discipline. That if I am to wake up godly 
one day I must spend my years deliberately cultivating discipline. I have a copy 
of this on my kindle as well so I intend to give my paperback copy away to 
anyone who will promise to read it after the service. Come see me and it’s 
yours. If you’re sick of New Year’s resolutions try some New Year’s reading.

MAIN POINT FOUR: For Eternal Reward



The last and ultimate reason that Paul gives for our growth in godliness is 
eternal reward. We see that in verse 11, read along with me,

“For in this way there will be richly provided for you an entrance into the 
eternal kingdom of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.”

Notice: Spiritual Growth is not our Key to Heaven

And before we jump into what this text says I want you to first hear what it is 
not saying. Notice it does not say, “For in this way you will earn an entrance 
into the eternal kingdom.” We do not pursue godliness as a key to unlock for us
the door to heaven. We do not pursue godliness because we are scared that 
heaven is like a roller-coaster with this high to ride sign in front of the gates. No
as Paul records we are already raised up with Christ and seated “with him in 
the heavenly places.” It is not that our works somehow top up Christ’s works so
that as we stand on his shoulders we can jump over into heaven. This would be 
to belittle Christ and diminish the work that he has done in his life and death so
that he could be our righteousness. Christ does all the work, and he gets all the
glory. An incomplete gospel is a false gospel. 

So if our making every effort to add to our faith doesn’t earn us the keys to 
heaven. And if Christ has already earned the keys to heaven. Then what does it 
mean when it says that in this way “there will be richly provided for you an 
entrance into the eternal kingdom.” Well, to explain this let me lean on an 
illustration that I am borrowing from Nick.

Pilgrim’s Progress and the Highway of Holiness

You remember the story of the Pilgrims Progress? When does Pilgrim get 
saved? When he by faith enters through the wicket gate right. So he is justified 
in one moment by faith alone. However, he is not yet at the celestial city and 
before him lies the highway of holiness on which he must travel to heaven. So 
our good works do not earn us heaven. However, we must walk on them on the
way to heaven. And as by God’s grace, we overcome obstacles and put sin to 
death and cultivate the virtues that our passage is talking about the richness 
with which we enter the eternal kingdom is graciously increased. The language 
here sounds like the language that is used when a general used to go out to 
war and return in triumphal procession. It is not a question whether or not the 
general will be welcomed back into the city, for he is a citizen of the city. But 
the richness of the entrance that he will have depends on how he fights. So 
Christ admonishes us, “But love your enemies, and do good, and lend, 



expecting nothing in return, and your reward will be great,” (Luke 6:35). Or 
again he says, “But when you pray, go into your room and shut the door and 
pray to your father who is in secret. And your father who sees in secret will 
reward you.” 

Holiness and a Reward of Joy

There is mystery here as we grapple with the idea of how their can be greater 
rewards in heaven. We know for a fact that the greatest reward is being able to 
know Christ himself in whose presence there is fullness of joy and pleasures 
forevermore. But here is how many theologians have sought to understand this
in heaven as we glorify God we are filled up to the brim with joy. And 
everyone’s cup overflows. Everyone experiences the maximum capacity for joy 
that they can handle. However, those who serve more faithfully here have a 
greater capacity for joy there. So that everyone’s is completely satisfied in 
everything that God is, but some have a greater capacity for satisfaction. 

CONCLUSION:

Through these Virtues we are Traveling to a Far Kingdom

As we begin to close and begin to prepare for the Lord’s Supper I would ask you
to consider your growth virtues in light of “eternal kingdom of our Lord and 
Savior Jesus Christ.” For in the supper we proclaim the Lord’s death until He 
comes and we are intended to see in our free invitation to the wedding feast of
the Lamb. Where we will eat with Christ at a New Table in the New Heavens 
and New Earth. Does the high-way of holiness seem such a hard path for your 
feet to tread when you consider it in light of eternity? Which of these virtues 
do you most need to implement in your life this New Year? Identify one as I 
read verses five to seven again, 

“For this very reason, make every effort to supplement your faith with virtue, 
and virtue with knowledge, and knowledge with self-control, and self-control 
with steadfastness, and steadfastness with godliness, and godliness with 
brotherly affection, and brotherly affection with love.”

As we close consider the discipline required to master that virtue in light these 
lines from a Christian Songwriter, 

There will be no need of darkness
And none for tears
When that far kingdom I see



There's a river we will know
Ever clear and ever full
From the fount that overflows
In the light of the King
And when we drink it we will find
That this joy, ever full, will ever rise

Let us pray,


