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INTRODUCTION

Do you believe the bible is the reliable Word of God?  Do you believe that the Bible’s view of 
history, that God made all things out of nothing; its description of humanity as spiritual 
beings made to worship in God’s image who have fallen into sin; its teaching on the need for
salvation in Jesus Christ as our only hope; its revealing of the spiritual forces at work in the 
world of angels and demons, and our eternal destinies of either heaven or hell; do you 
agree with its analysis of sin as the source of evil and suffering?  We live in an age that has 
cast off its confidence in the bible and the result is that in the place of a belief in God there 
is the belief in Darwinian evolution; in the place of humanity as made in God’s image for a 
specific purpose, we are now merely another species of animal existing for no reason at all; 
We have no reason to be here, no design or purpose for our lives, no objective morality, love
is nothing more than a chemical reaction in the brain, spiritual realities are fantasies, and 
our society has never been in a more dangerous position.  Politicians, actors, spiritual 
quacks and many other false saviours are going to step into the gap and we are going to be 
a ship without a rudder tossed to and fro.  

But the bible is God’s word and it is reliable.  And it is the belt of truth that we must wear to
fend of the lies that are taking humanity in the direction it is going.  We need it to strong as 
Christians and to equip us for the task of fulfilling the great commission.  So today, I feel a 
deep need to give you a confidence boost in the bible.  It is slandered on every side.  The 
most effective evangelists against the Bible are not the antagonistic new atheist spokesmen 
like Richard Dawkins, but rather the popular films and books that have popularized myths.  
The book and film the Da Vinci Code being one of them.  Within 6 years of its release it had 
sold 80 million copies in 44 languages, and has also been made into a blockbuster film.  The
book claims in the beginning to be full of facts and correct representations giving a 
credibility to its claims that many people who really don’t want to believe have gladly latched
onto.  In many discussions with people on the streets you will encounter the myths told in 
this book.  

The book claims that the Emperor Constantine in a political move to create a religion to 
unite the Roman people created the present religion of Christianity which believes in Jesus 
as divine.  And that the Emperor sanctioned a bible that agrees with this new enforced 
religion to be propagated and all other rivals to be burnt.  Brown claims that Jesus and Mary



were married and had a daughter, and when he died Mary was appointed the head of the 
church.  This so called true history was rewritten to show Mary as a prostitute and that Peter
was the head of the church so that the seat of power would continue in Rome.  It is claimed
that when the bible was to be decided upon that there were 80 other gospels that could 
have been added but were not.  Brown claims that the recently discovered gnostic gospels 
uncovered in the 1940s are examples of these gospels, and that no one believed Jesus was 
the Son of God until the council of Nicea in the 4th century.  The Holy Grail is supposed to 
be the direct blood descendants of Jesus and Mary.

The book is full of lies and misrepresentations.  Firstly, the gnostic gospels discovered in the 
1940s are all written after 150 AD, and so have no weight as original eye witness accounts.  
Secondly, the Gnostics did not believe in a human Jesus as Dan Brown claims, but rather the
Gnostics so emphasized Jesus divinity that He ceased to be fully human and merely 
appeared human.  Thirdly, Constantine did not burn the so called other 80 gospels that 
could have been included in the Canon and decide upon the four gospels that suited his 
agenda at the council of Nicea.  The question of the Canon of the bible, which books should 
be in it was not even raised at the council.  The book is a protracted conspiracy theory easily
refuted with just a little bit of historical research.  

Let’s turn now then and look at some reasons why we should see the Bible as reliable.  

The self-attestation of the Bible

Contrary to popular belief the bible is not a haphazard collection of books that some church 
council thought would be a good idea to call the Word of God.  The first reason why we 
consider the bible to be God’s word is not because it is our idea but something that it claims 
for itself. There are countless times that the phrase, ‘thus says the LORD’ appears in the 
bible, specifically the OT.  Jesus in His ministry quoted various parts of the OT as being 
God’s word.  And in the NT the apostles were aware they were speaking God’s word, 1 
Thess. 2:13, ‘And we also thank God constantly for this, that when you received the word of
God, which you heard from us, you accepted it not as the word of men but as what it really 
is, the word of God, which is at work in you believers.’  We see Peter acknowledging Paul’s 
writings along with the rest of the OT as God’s word, 2 Pet. 3:15-16, ‘And count the patience
of our Lord as salvation, just as our beloved brother Paul also wrote to you according to the 
wisdom given him, 16 as he does in all his letters when he speaks in them of these matters. 
There are some things in them that are hard to understand, which the ignorant and unstable
twist to their own destruction, as they do the other Scriptures.’  When we acknowledge the 
Bible as God’s word it is not like we are going up to a book that has concept that it is God’s 
word and try and make it something that it never claimed to be.  No, we are accepting the 
claim that it already makes.  

The unity of the Bible

Although the Bible is a collection of 66 books, 39 in the OT and 27 in the NT, they are a 
unity and reveal a single story line written by a single author.  The bible is full of all sorts of 



different types of literature, there is history, poetry, prophecy, law, songs, proverbs, 
parables, etc., it was written by 40 authors over about 2000 years, yet in all this diversity 
there is a striking unity, a single story by a single author.  It is the story of salvation, the 
story of God saving sinners.  There are many ways we can reflect on this unifying aspect of 
scripture but let me invite you to look through the lens of dwelling with God, the lens of God
and His people dwelling together.  

In the beginning God created Adam and Eve, and God had fellowship with them and walked 
with them in the garden.  He was holy and they were holy and because they were sinless 
they were allowed to dwell in God’s presence.  God and man dwelling together in holy love 
was the purpose for God creating us.  In His generosity he created us to share in the 
pleasure of knowing Him, the pleasure that He takes in Himself as the Trinitarian God.  

But mankind fell into sin.  And because God is holy and just, and because sin is so serious 
God must judge sin and give it what it deserves.  The penalty for sin is death and eternal 
separation from God.  But God in His mercy did not give sin its full sentence but only a 
partial sentence.  Adam and Eve and all their children after them were not cast eternally 
cast off by God never to dwell with them again, rather He judged them partially so that they
would die eventually but would also have a window of opportunity to be saved and to be 
reconciled to God eternally.  God began the process of not only restoring man’s fellowship 
with Himself but to give them more than they lost when Adam sinned.  God taught sinful 
man that they now had to approach a holy God through a sacrifice, the wages of sin is 
death and sin must be paid for, so God taught our first parents the importance of 
substitutionary sacrifice where an innocent sacrifice would bear the guilt of our sins and die 
in our place to satisfy God’s justice that a holy God and sinful people might continue to dwell
in peace together.

However, there was not an immediate return to Eden, Adam and Eve were no longer fit to 
live in Eden, more would have to be done to refit them for eternal fellowship with God.  God
was planning to undo all the effects of sin and make of us a people who would be sin free 
forever.  So God did have some fellowship with His people after the fall but it was not the 
intimate walking together of Eden, but a fellowship that always had to have bloodshed and a
gross reminder of the consequences of our actions.  The shadow of death hung over our 
worship.  So then between Adam and Moses God dwelt with His people through ad hoc 
visitations and through sacrifice.  
But with the rescuing of the people of Israel from Egypt God took a step closer to us.  He 
set up a nation and a tabernacle in the midst of that nation where He would set up a more 
permanent dwelling place among them.  But death was still the door to fellowship and only 
the highpriest could have direct access to God.  God was still at a distance and the sin of the
people could still bring about an ejection from God’s land like Adam and Eve were expelled 
from the garden.  
This state of affairs was developed further by the building of Solomon’s temple.  However 
although it was made of more beautiful and more permanent materials God was no closer 
nor more permanently dwelling among them, the effects of the fall had not been reversed 
completely.



With the coming of Christ in the NT we see a dramatic step closer by God.  God the Son, the
second person of the Trinity takes upon Himself a full human nature and dwells among us.  
In the OT this was prophesied in the name ‘Emmanuel’ which means, God with us.  And in 
the Son we see God making a step closer in Christ Himself becoming the sacrifice to pay for 
the guilt of our sins in order that sinful man and a just a holy God can be in fellowship with 
one another.
But Christ ascends into heaven seeming to move further away but then we get the next step
from God closer to us.  The Father and the Son send the Spirit to indwell God’s people, so 
that where once God lived among His people, now He has made a permanent dwelling in 
their hearts and made us His temple, so that we can have direct access to His presence at 
any time.  We now have the new covenant where God promises that He will never leave us 
and never divorce us, that there is nothing that can separate us from God’s love.
But still we are not restored to Eden.  We still have bodies that desire to sin, we are still 
sinners who will still suffer a spiritual death, and we still live in a world with a devil and 
which is under Gods curse.  But the bible points us forward to the time when Jesus returns, 
then He will finally crush the devil, He will change our sinful bodies into bodies that will not 
want to sin and can never die, and will remove all enemies and remake the world.  And in 
the new creation heaven will come down to earth and we will know paradise regained but it 
will be better than anything Adam lost.  

This is the story line of the bible, thousands of years of history are swept over in Genesis 1-
11 to get us to Abraham, the father of the Jews who would be the bloodline of the saviour 
of Christ.  The story of the OT is a story of a weak and unpopular people who were often 
overrun and oppressed not because they are greater than anyone else but because they are 
the means by which God will bring Jesus the Saviour into the world.  The NT records Jesus 
life and death, instructions for the church and promises about what will happen when He 
returns.  This story could not be contrived by so many over so long a period of time, all 
these different books pull together to tell the simple story of God saving sinners through 
Christ and restoring them to Himself.  

The prophecies of the Bible

There are some obvious prophecies which stand out as having been fulfilled, such as, 
‘Jeremiah 25:11-12, "...This whole country will become a desolate wasteland, and these 
nations will serve the king of Babylon seventy years. But when the seventy years are 
fulfilled, I will punish the king of Babylon and his nation, the land of the Babylonians, for 
their guilt," declares the Lord, "and will make it desolate forever." ‘In this passage of 
scripture, Jeremiah said that the Jews would suffer 70 years of Babylonian domination, and 
that after this was over, Babylon would be punished. Both parts of this prophecy were 
fulfilled!’  As well as the prophecy that a man named Cyrus would rise to defeat the 
Babylonians and deliver the Jews, Isaiah 45:1.  Revelation 19:10 tells us that the testimony 
to Jesus Christ is the spirit of prophecy.  In other words the substance of what prophecy 
ultimately points us to is Christ.  And more than single historical events being foretold by a 
particular prophet there is much more profound type of prophecy unknown anywhere else 
that transcends the simple scenario of one prophet foretelling one historical event.  Imagine 



dozens of prophets separated by hundreds/thousands of years who have prophesied in 
different languages in different parts of the world, and all of them noting details of the life 
and death of one man, the God-man Jesus Christ.  Let me point out a few of them.  

The first promise of this man is given in Gen. 3:15 where we are told that a man born of 
woman would overcome satan.  There is no one who is sinless but Christ who overcame sin,
temptation, cast out demons and rose from the dead.  Isaiah 9:6, ‘For to us a child is born, 
to us a son is given; and the government shall be upon his shoulder, and his name shall be 
called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.’  This verse tells
us that a child will be born who will also be called God; this is the teaching of the NT, e.g. 
Jn. 1:1-3, etc.  We are told that Emmanuel/God with us will be born of a virgin, Is. 7:14, 
‘Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign. Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a 
son, and shall call his name Immanuel.’  We are told that He will come from David’s 
bloodline, Is. 11:1-2, ‘There shall come forth a shoot from the stump of Jesse, and a branch 
from his roots shall bear fruit.  And the Spirit of the LORD shall rest upon him, the Spirit of 
wisdom and understanding, the Spirit of counsel and might, the Spirit of knowledge and the 
fear of the LORD.’  That He will be born in Bethlehem, Micah 5:2, ‘But you, O Bethlehem 
Ephrathah, who are too little to be among the clans of Judah, from you shall come forth for 
me one who is to be ruler in Israel, whose coming forth is from of old, from ancient days.’  
We are told that He would be crucified and have His clothing gambled for, Ps. 22:16-18; that
He would be stabbed with a spear Zech. 12:10; that He would as an innocent substitute 
bear the sins of many, and although appointed to die with the wicked would end up in a rich
man’s tomb, Is. 53.  And we are only scratching the surface.
We have not spoken about how the kingship, the priesthood, the sacrifices, the temple, and 
various redemptive events foreshadow His life and death.  There is no other book like this 
one that has woven in it through many different authors over hundreds of years a single 
central person being revealed.  

The archaeology of the bible

Instead of listing the many findings that archaeology has affirmed which the bible taught let 
me tell you about two men who verified the archaeological integrity of the bible.  For the Old
Testament we have Robert Dick Wilson, he set out a regime of study for himself unmatched 
in scholarly circles.  He spent 15 years doing language studies in the languages of the 
ancient middle east, becoming familiar with 26 languages, of course including the 3 
languages of the Bible.  15 years studying the text of the OT, and 15 years publishing his 
findings.  What did he discover?  Well in the face of the claims that the OT was mythology 
not fact, that all the dates of the books were written many years after the events they 
record, and that it was riddled with historical inaccuracy.  Wilson overturned the theories of 
biblical criticism.  He discovered in the ancient languages facts of names and places of 
people who the critics claimed did not exist.  The critics had never learnt more than 3 
languages, and had not explored the sources in other languages which verify the existence 
of Abraham, various kings mentioned in the book of Genesis, the existence of the Hittites 
thought to be fantasy, the city of Ur, and many other facts.



For the NT we have Sir William Ramsay.  He is known as one of the world’s greatest 
archaeologists, he was Professor of classical art and architecture at Oxford university, Regius
Professor of humanity at Aberdeen university, the holder of nine honorary doctorates, and 
finally knighted for his distinguished contribution to the world of scholarship.  While a 
student Ramsay had believed all that Wellhausen a leading German critic had said about the
Bible.  That they were not written by eye witnesses but rather long after the facts and were 
full of inaccuracies.  Ramsay set off to Asia to the various places mentioned in Acts to put 
the final nails into the coffin of the NT.  What he discovered made him reel, for as he 
scratched through the historical records the absolute accuracy of Luke’s accounts amazed 
him to the extent that he said, ‘Further study… showed that the book [Acts] could bear the 
most minute scrutiny as an authority for the Aegean world, and that it was written with such
judgement, skill, art and perception of truth as to be a model of historical statement’. 
(Blanchard, p401).  Ramsay proved Luke to be an eye witness to the events of the Bible and
to have recorded the events with better accuracy than any other ancient source.  He was 
called a first class historian.    

The transmission of the bible

The next thing you need to know is that the bible has the best pedigree of any other ancient
document ever discovered.  In other words, the bible has the best and the most reliable 
history of transmission and has the best manuscript reliability of any other document from 
the ancient world.   

How the OT was copied:

1. ‘They could only use clean animal skins, both to write on, and even to bind 
manuscripts.

2. Each column of writing could have no less than forty-eight, and no more than sixty 
lines.

3. The ink must be black, and of a special recipe.
4. They must verbalize each word aloud while they were writing.
5. They must wipe the pen and wash their entire bodies before writing the word 

"Jehovah," every time they wrote it.
6. There must be a review within thirty days, and if as many as three pages required 

corrections, the entire manuscript had to be redone.
7. The letters, words, and paragraphs had to be counted, and the document became 

invalid if two letters touched each other. The middle paragraph, word and letter must
correspond to those of the original document.

8. The documents could be stored only in sacred places (synagogues, etc).
9. As no document containing God's Word could be destroyed, they were stored, or 

buried, in a genizah - a Hebrew term meaning "hiding place." These were usually 
kept in a synagogue or sometimes in a Jewish cemetery.



…Beginning in the Sixth Century and into the Tenth Century A.D., some European Jewish 
scribes continued a similar method for copying manuscripts of the Old Testament in the 
original Hebrew language as originated by the scribes before Christ.
Until 1948, the oldest manuscripts of the Old Testament dated back to 895 A.D. In 1947, a 
shepard boy discovered some scrolls inside a cave West of the Dead Sea. These manuscripts
dated between 100 B.C. and 100 A.D. Over the next decade, more scrolls were found in 
caves and the discovery became known as the Dead Sea Scrolls. Every book in the Old 
Testament was represented in this discovery except Esther. Numerous copies of each book 
was discovered (For example, 25 copies of Deuteronomy).
While there are other items found among the Dead Sea Scrolls not currently in the Old 
Testament, the OT items that were found have few discrepancies to the versions from the 
Tenth Century.’1

The manuscript evidence for the NT:

‘The New Testament is constantly under attack, and its reliability and accuracy are often 
contested by critics. If the critics want to disregard the New Testament, then they must also 
disregard other ancient writings by Plato, Aristotle, and Homer.  This is because the New 
Testament documents are better preserved and more numerous than any other ancient 
writings. Because they are so numerous, they can be cross checked for accuracy . . . and 
they are very consistent.
There are presently 5,686 Greek manuscripts in existence today for the New Testament. If 
we were to compare the number of New Testament manuscripts to other ancient writings, 
we find that the New Testament manuscripts far outweigh the others in quantity.’2  In the 
ancient world the document with the closest manuscript to the originals is Homer’s Iliad 
whose closest copies are 500 years old.  The NT has copies from the first century when they
were written and early in the second century within one generation of the writing of the last 
book of the Bible.  No other ancient document has this pedigree the bible has the best 
manuscript transmission of any other ancient document.  

The Spirit’s testimony to the Bible

All these arguments and more can be made but the one that the Reformers placed front and
centre was the witness of the Spirit in believer’s to the fact that the Bible is God’s word.  
There is an inevitable subjective element that Christians have where the Spirit in them 
affirms to their hearts the things they are reading.  Our 1689 Baptist Confession of Faith 
puts it this way:
‘ We may be moved and induced by the testimony of the church of God to a high and 
reverent esteem of the Holy Scriptures; and the heavenliness of the matter, the efficacy of 
the doctrine, and the majesty of the style, the consent of all the parts, the scope of the 
whole (which is to give all glory to God), the full discovery it makes of the only way of man's
salvation, and many other incomparable excellencies, and entire perfections thereof, are 

1 http://www.scottmanning.com/archives/scribeswritingoldtestament.php

2 https://carm.org/manuscript-evidence

https://carm.org/dictionary-testament
https://carm.org/christianity/bible/illustration-bible-text-manuscript-tree-and-variant-readings


arguments whereby it does abundantly evidence itself to be the Word of God; yet 
notwithstanding, our full persuasion and assurance of the infallible truth, and divine 
authority thereof, is from the inward work of the Holy Spirit bearing witness by and with the 
Word in our hearts.’ Chapter 1, paragraph 5.  

God has spoken and His Word can be believed, you can stake your eternity on it!


