
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Memorandum 
 
 
To:  Clergy of the Diocese 
 
From:  Bishop Reed 
 
Subject: Procedures for seeking permission to solemnize the marriage of a person  

previously married under the provisions of Title I, Canon 19, Section 3, and 
related matters. 

 
1. When seeking permission under the authority of Title I, Canon 19, Section 3, of the  

Canons of the Episcopal Church, to solemnize the marriage of “any person who has been 
the husband or wife of any other person then living,” the clergy are required to send to 
the Bishop: 

 
a) A copy of the enclosed check list. 

  
b) A letter from the clergy giving his/her opinion of the reasons for the failure of the 

previous marriage(s), and a statement of his/her willingness to solemnize the proposed 
marriage.  (Note:   This letter must identify the parochial affiliation of both the 
prospective bride and groom.  Clergy who forward a petition under this Canon must 
certify to the Bishop that at least one of the parties seeking marriage is, or intends to 
become, a member of the parish served by the clergy petitioning.  Requiring baptized 
membership of at least one party avoids putting the Bishop in the position of 
consenting to marriage after divorce of persons who simply want to get married in a 
church building.  It is not appropriate, nor responsible for us to be solemnizing 
marriage after divorce of persons for whom our Church can take no effective pastoral 
responsibility.  Such persons seeking remarriage after divorce need to obtain the 
necessary remarriage consents within the denomination to which they are committed.  
The Bishop has very serious concern about approving marriages after two or more 
divorces.  He must rely on you, the local clergy, for your serious consideration of the 
circumstances of such remarriage since he does not know the parties involved.  In 
general, permission for remarriage after two divorces will only be given upon the 
strong recommendation of the local clergy.  Except in the most unusual of 
circumstances, permission will not be given after three divorces.  In such cases, you  
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may counsel the couple to be married in a civil ceremony, and after two years of a 
successful marriage and involvement in the life of the local congregation, you may then 
request permission to bless the civil ceremony.  The Bishop is aware that these are 
pastoral matters and “diocesan policy” isn’t the only way to respond to such pastoral 
issues.  Therefore, if you find yourself in the position of needing to discuss the 
remarriage of persons in a multiple divorce situation, you may call the Bishop and 
consideration of the circumstances will be discussed.) 

  
 c) A letter from each previously married person stating his/her opinion of the reasons 

 for the failure of the previous marriage(s), and of his/her reasons for expecting the 
 success of the proposed marriage. 

 
2. Please give the Bishop sixty (60) days to consider your requests for permission to 
 solemnize marriages under Title I, Canon 19, Section 3.   (The Bishop is not always 
 available to answer your petitions quickly, and your parishioners will be better served by 
 assuring to the Bishop a full sixty (60) days to consider your petitions.  If there is a great 
 reason to act more quickly, the Bishop would give serious consideration to a request for 
 a waiver of this procedure.) 
  
3. Whenever a marriage has been “annulled” by a court of competent jurisdiction, the  

petitioning clergy must review the decree of annulment and the circumstances of the 
marriage “annulled.”   (If the previous marriage was null and void in the eyes of the 
Church as well as under law, the petitioning clergy may disregard the previous marriage 
so annulled, and need not seek the Bishop’s permission to solemnize the proposed new 
marriage if the marriage annulled is the only previous marriage of the parties.) 

  
4. It is not necessary to petition if all former spouses of a divorced person are no long  

living. 
  
5. Under Title I, Canon 19, Section 2(a), a member of the Church may request a judgment  

“as to his or her marital status in the eyes of the Church” from the Bishop.  These requests 
will involve personal interviews with the Bishop and the Chancellor.  Clergy are expected 
to assist the Bishop in gathering the information and documents necessary to make 
appropriate decisions in these situations. 

  
Thank you for your attention to all of this.   We are anxious to do what we can to expedite 
your requests for permission to solemnize marriages.  Following the procedures outlined here 
will be a great help to us, to you, and to the persons seeking remarriage in the Church. 
 
 
 
September, 2017 


