
Sermon 2: 1 Samuel 2:1-11: Hannah’s Praise

OUTLINE

God’s character
God’s ways 
God’s victory

INTRODUCTION

At the happy times of our lives we may write a poem or a song to commemorate the event. 
This is what Hannah does as she worships God as she gives away her son to fulfil her vow.  
The song is very significant, not merely from a human standpoint where we would be 
expecting to hear a dirge from a bereaved mother’s lips but instead she is worshipping.  
Instead we have a song which serves as a bookend for 1 and 2 Samuel.  These books are 
bracketed with Hannah’s song here, and David’s song at the end.  When I read Lord of the 
Rings the first time I tended to skip the songs, they were boring and seemed to slow the 
story down.  But in the Bible it is the songs and poems that are theologically rich.  In this 
case Hannah’s song acts as an introduction in a piece of classical music that has all the 
motifs in it that will be expanded upon later.  If you were reading this song for the first time 
and you were told that this is the song of a mother who has been granted a child by God, 
what would you expect to find in such a song?  Certainly you would expect to hear 
thanksgiving, perhaps a prayer for the child’s salvation and health.  So that when you come 
to this song you are immediately struck by the content.  Firstly, the song sounds like Hannah
is gloating over her enemies, and she is using the opportunity to get one over on Penninah. 
Look at verse 1, ‘…my mouth derides my enemies,’ and v5, ‘…the barren has borne seven, 
but she has many children is forlorn.’  Incidentally Hannah ended up only having 6 children 
(1 Sam. 2:21).  And if that doesn’t shock you then maybe this mother’s military language of 
the bows of the mighty getting broken in v4 will sound like hyperbolic poetry that has 
unhinged itself from the little domestic stage that we have been viewing.  So when she 
starts singing about breaking the wicked in pieces and God exalting His King v10, we lose 
the train of thought we were expecting from her song.  This is because Hannah’s song is not
merely a journal entry in her private life.  Hannah sings prophetically, she is singing about 
what God will do in the future.  And Hannah sees that what the Lord has done for her is an 
object lesson.  Israel faces enemies, the rising power of the Philistines.  They are the seed 
of the serpent that has risen up against God’s seed.  Hannah is given insight to see how the 
birth of Samuel, fruitfulness in barrenness and victory in the face of a spiteful woman, these 
are a microcosm of something much bigger.  The song then is all about God as the Saviour 
of His people who faithfully remembers them against their enemies and delivers them.  It is 
a song which speaks of God’s character, God’s ways and His final victory.

God’s character

The song begins with heartfelt personal praise, ‘my heart exults in the LORD.’  When it says 
‘my strength is exalted in the LORD.’  This is literally my horn is exalted.  A horn of an 
animal was a symbol of strength, and Hannah has been lifted up like an animal that raises 
its horn after a successful battle.  ‘my mouth derides my enemies’ is not a condoning of 
verbal abuse but rather a show that one who was downtrodden, is victorious. Hannah is not 
so much picturing her gloating over Penninah as an Israelite warrior (think David) who 
speaks back to a philistine (think Goliath), the deriding would often be of a theological 
nature, emphasising that their god cannot save, because YHWH is the only true God.  



To be brought out from under her burden, to be lifted out of her shame, to be fruitful where
she was once barren, this speaks to Hannah of who God is, how He works, and how it must 
all inevitably end.  V2-3 records four attributes of God that appear front and centre in her 
attention due to this event, ‘"There is none holy like the LORD; there is none besides you; 
there is no rock like our God.  Talk no more so very proudly, let not arrogance come from 
your mouth; for the LORD is a God of knowledge, and by him actions are weighed.’  I am 
always fascinated by the songs of scripture.  I am always curios to see what presents itself 
to the mind of the saint and what they emphasize in God as a result of their experiences.  
Here Hannah chooses to highlight firstly, holiness, secondly, monotheism, and thirdly God’s 
unchangeableness, and fourthly His omniscience informed justice.  Why these things, 
wouldn’t you have chosen His care, compassion, kindness or grace?  I think this is because 
Hannah is thinking bigger than her own little situation.  It appears from Elkanah’s comments
in 1:23 that there was some expectation of the Lord keeping His word as a result of 
Samuel’s birth.  It seems to me that Hannah and Elkanah were mindful of the story of the 
bible how man had fallen into sin, how God promised the war between the seed of the 
woman and the serpent as the war of all ages, and that every godly person was waiting for 
the promised one who would finally crush satan’s offspring and deliver God’s people and 
reverse the effects of the fall on the earth.  If this is the bigger narrative that Hannah is 
thinking of then God’s holiness against sin, and His promised plan to eradicate it would be 
emphasized and be front and centre.  If the gods of the Philistines were the idols that were 
being presented as superior to God and He was about to act to vindicate His name then we 
might expect a statement about God’s uniqueness as the only God.  And since now God is 
about to begin answering after such a long apparent silence God’s unchangeableness comes
to the forefront, for He has not changed His mind or forgotten His earlier promises.  And 
since God will end all evil by judging it and righting all wrongs His informed justice is 
emphasized.  

We stand in the NT and view things from the vantage point of Christ already come.  We can 
declare with more conviction that God is holy and just.  For we know He hates sin, and He 
refuses to ignore it, for He judged our sin in His Son on the cross.  We have it demonstrated
to us from many more years of lies and false religion that there is no other gospel and no 
other God of grace like the God of the Bible who is both loving and holy and in His wisdom 
satisfies both in order to save sinners who do not deserve it.  And God as the unerodable, 
and immovable rock is evident to us who see the unchanging God who promised the Seed 
who would save us bring that Seed in the person of Christ so that all the expectations of the
OT, all the promises of God are yes and amen in Him.

God’s ways

The main part of Hannah’s song is taken up with a record of God’s paradoxical and 
sovereign ways, v4-8.  Hannah has learned first-hand that God’s ways are not our ways.  
She learns the lesson of paradox.  Think of God’s ways and see how God does not do things 
according to our expectation but according to His ways.  Our expectations are shaped by 
sight not faith, by sin not holiness, by self not love, by might not right.  Because of this 
God’s way is riddled with paradox.  The first shall be last, the way up in the kingdom is to go
down on your knees, blessed are those who mourn, who are poor in spirit, who are meek, 
who seek holiness, who are hated and persecuted, it is more blessed to give than receive, 
death is gain, riches are poverty and many other things.  Look at how Hannah records it, v4,
‘The bows of the mighty are broken, but the feeble bind on strength.’  The weak are strong 
but the strong will be broken.  This was true in the wars God won through Israel, but it is 
also true in salvation.  Man in himself is deceived and thinks that he is strong, righteous, 
that with enough time man with his intellect will be able to unravel all the mysteries of the 



universe and eventually create eternal life.  We are self-deceived and have yet to learn that 
the apparently strong must be broken, and then when weak can become strong in God.  
Paul was a mighty man, mighty in righteousness and natural abilities, but the Lord broke 
him, weakened him and magnified His strength through him.  
V5, ‘Those who were full have hired themselves out for bread, but those who were hungry 
have ceased to hunger.’  Today’s winners will be brought low, todays losers will be raised up 
by God.  Those who are in the courts of power, who are the rich and successful, they when 
God acts lose it all.  But those who humble themselves before God, who find their 
sufficiency in Him, they are filled. 
 V5b, ‘The barren has borne seven, but she who has many children is forlorn.’  Remember 
that barrenness and fruitfulness under the OT were signs of blessing and cursing.  Those 
who have much will have much taken from them and those who have nothing will be given 
much.  The 7 children mentioned are not literal but a token amount for fullness.  

Now there are Christians who think that they do not have these things, if this is the case 
then you need to learn a little from James.  1:9-11, ‘Let the lowly brother boast in his 
exaltation, 10 and the rich in his humiliation, because like a flower of the grass he will pass 
away. 11 For the sun rises with its scorching heat and withers the grass; its flower falls, and 
its beauty perishes. So also will the rich man fade away in the midst of his pursuits.’  When 
we go through tough times we feel sorry for ourselves and we exaggerate our pain with 
wilful blindness, we tell ourselves that our lot is worse than anyone else’s, that these truths 
we are listening to are true for other Christians but not you.  James is writing to those who 
are in dire straits, they are suffering various kinds of trials, and James is teaching them how 
to chart a course through them.  They need to rejoice because of the yield in godliness they 
will bring, to pray for wisdom, to be singleminded and not worldly, the poor person must 
remember their exaltation, in other words the treasures they have in the gospel and the new
position and privileges they have in Christ so that they will realise that they are not in fact 
poor.  And the rich are to remember the fleeting nature of life that they might learn that true
riches are eternal riches gained by salvation through humiliation.  If you are a Christian you 
are blessed with every spiritual blessing in the heavenlies in Christ Jesus, the earth is yours 
all is yours and the Spirit is given to you as a guarantee that the inheritance laid up for you 
which no one can steal will be given to you.     
 
But Hannah has not only had it reinforced that God’s ways are not our ways but that He is 
ultimately all powerful and sovereignly in control in this world.  V6-8 records His sovereignty 
in various areas. 
 V6, ‘The LORD kills and brings to life; he brings down to Sheol and raises up.’  The power of
life and death is not in ultimately in man’s hands but God’s.  we are at all times live by His 
mercy not our decision.  He can take our lives at any moment, for He is God.  How little the 
world thinks about this fact, for they live in sin, provoking His justice against them all the 
while ignoring that their very lives exist by His will not theirs.  But please notice a wonderful 
reference to resurrection.  They are few and far between in the OT but they are there, life 
after death was indeed an understood hope in the OT. 
 V7-8, ‘The LORD makes poor and makes rich; he brings low and he exalts.  He raises up 
the poor from the dust; he lifts the needy from the ash heap to make them sit with princes 
and inherit a seat of honor.  For the pillars of the earth are the LORD's, and on them he has 
set the world.’  God is powerful but we are also given an indication in the way in which He 
uses His power, ‘He raises up the poor from the dust; he lifts the needy from the ash heap.’  
The poor and mourning we know are not merely the literal poor and mourning, but those 
who are poor in spirit and who mourn over their sins.  I hope you are hearing the beatitudes
from the sermon on the mount coming through here because this is indeed a highly 
theological song which is outlining the Lord’s ways as they will work themselves out in 1 and



2 Samuel.  But we can apply these things directly to salvation.  those who humble 
themselves before God in acknowledgement of sin, and mourn their sin, God will give grace 
to the humble and they will be exalted to eat with Christ the King of kings.  

God’s victory

V9-10, ‘"He will guard the feet of his faithful ones, but the wicked shall be cut off in 
darkness, for not by might shall a man prevail.  The adversaries of the LORD shall be broken
to pieces; against them he will thunder in heaven.  The LORD will judge the ends of the 
earth; he will give strength to his king, and exalt the power of his anointed.’  Verses 9-10 
totally transcend Hannah’s experience and point forward to the coming king.  In this book it 
will be David who experiences God’s protection, as God makes his feet like hind’s feet.  Who 
though weak prevails over the champion Goliath because God gave him the victory.  But the 
scene is taken further still to a king who will sit victorious over the ends of the earth.  David 
will be a small pointer forward to Christ’s already present but still future conquest and reign.

David will crush satan’s seed, Jesus will crush satan, sin and death.  David will dispel all 
Israel’s enemies and secure the land, Jesus will create a new creation with no sin.  

Hannah’s song is very significant and stands before this unfolding story as Mary’s song 
before the life of Christ.  We must not rush through these songs but read them slowly and 
absorb the truth of God’s character, ways and victory.    

  
  
      

        
    


