You Fathers: The Discipline of the Lord
Text: (Hebrews 12:5-11) 
(Hebrews 12:5–11) And have you forgotten the exhortation that addresses you as sons? “My son, do not regard lightly the discipline of the Lord, nor be weary when reproved by him. 6 For the Lord disciplines the one he loves, and chastises every son whom he receives.” 7 It is for discipline that you have to endure. God is treating you as sons. For what son is there whom his father does not discipline? 8 If you are left without discipline, in which all have participated, then you are illegitimate children and not sons. 9 Besides this, we have had earthly fathers who disciplined us and we respected them. Shall we not much more be subject to the Father of spirits and live? 10 For they disciplined us for a short time as it seemed best to them, but he disciplines us for our good, that we may share his holiness. 11 For the moment all discipline seems painful rather than pleasant, but later it yields the peaceful fruit of righteousness to those who have been trained by it. 

Introduction: 
· Michelle (up to the conclusion of our Sunday evening talk)
· The disciplines of earthly parents picture and point to the disciplines of our heavenly Father.
(Deuteronomy 8:5) Know then in your heart [consider] that, as a man disciplines his son, the Lord your God disciplines you. 

· This is the real import of chastening our children:
· So that they will grow into men and women who can joyfully submit to, and thereby profit from, the “chastening of the Lord.”

· Not just to have a “happy home” or children that don’t embarrass you.

· Listen to Isaiah’s lament for Israel:

(Isaiah 9:13) The people did not turn to him who struck them, nor inquire of the Lord of hosts. 

· Note: In order for this teaching to work; in order for God’s people to be able to properly understand and profit from God’s loving reproof, they must first have earthly fathers who demonstrate their love via painful chastenings.

Overview of Hebrews 12:5-11

When God chastens us, we tend to forget, despise and faint

· We forget that God’s chastening is not an indication of His abandoning us, but rather proof that He is our Father, and that we are His children.
· Justification establishes the fact of our relationship

· Sanctification addresses the state of our relationship

· It is possible to be a true child of God and not experiencing the joy of that privilege (David in Psalm 51)
· We despise God’s chastening as if we did not deserve it.

· We faint, crying, “It’s too much. God has given me more than I can bear!”

So, we need to remember that God:

· disciplines the ones that He loves, and…

· chastises (scourges) the ones that He receives.

The Mindset of Chastening – Faith in God’s Promises (not in the rod)
(Proverbs 22:6) Train up a child in the way he should go; even when he is old he will not depart from it. 

(Proverbs 22:15) Folly is bound up in the heart of a child, but the rod of discipline drives it far from him. 

(Proverbs 23:13–14) Do not withhold discipline from a child; if you strike him with a rod, he will not die. If you strike him with the rod, you will save his soul from Sheol. 

(Proverbs 29:17) Discipline your son, and he will give you rest; he will give delight to your heart. 

· Faith in the rod is rank idolatry
· “The only thing that counts is faith…”

· “Without faith it is impossible to please Him…”

· Imperfectly “as seemed best to them”

· So, as we discipline, we do so trusting in God’s promises, not in the perfections our performances.

The Motive/Matrix of Chastening – Love   (Proverbs 13:24, 19:18)

(Proverbs 13:24) Whoever spares the rod hates his son, but he who loves him is diligent to discipline him. 

(Proverbs 19:18) Discipline your son, for there is hope; do not set your heart on putting him to death. 

· Your Child’s Nature (Proverbs 22:15)

· Your Child’s Eternal Destiny (Proverbs 23:13-14)

· Your Child’s Temporal Happiness
(Ephesians 6:1–3) Children, obey your parents in the Lord, for this is right.  “Honor your father and mother” (this is the first commandment with a promise), “that it may go well with you and that you may live long in the land.” 

· Your Child’s Fellowship With You

(Revelation 3:19–20) Those whom I love, I reprove and discipline, so be zealous and repent.  Behold, I stand at the door and knock. If anyone hears my voice and opens the door, I will come in to him and eat with him, and he with me. 

· Sweet fellowship is the issue
· Do your children live in a garden of grace with a single tree of law in the center?
· Or do they live in a garden of laws with a little grace in the center?
· Chastening outside of/without the matrix of love is non-chastening.
· E.g. father who spanked without park-time, floor-time, tea-parties, dollies, books and Lego-time.

The Manner of Chastening – Respect

· The Child is required to respect the parent who chastens them (recall Isaiah’s lament)
· The Parents must then be worthy of the respect demanded

(Galatians 6:1–2) Brothers, if anyone is caught in any transgression, you who are spiritual should restore him in a spirit of gentleness. Keep watch on yourself, lest you too be tempted. Bear one another’s burdens, and so fulfill the law of Christ. 

· Spiritual

· Gentle

· Circumspect

· The Parents must clearly articulate the standard
· Not a Federal Regulatory Agency with a thousand-thousand rules

· Jim Wilson’s

a. No disobedience

b. No lying

c. No disrespecting your mother

i. This teaches our children to deduce the specific laws from the general principles (not the other way around.)

ii. This is the hallmark of biblical wisdom: The ability to figure out the real-world applications of the heavenly principles given to us by our heavenly Father.
The Mechanics of Chastening

· Painful  (Proverbs 23:13b)

· Painful but not injurious

· Quick

· Proportionate

· Consistent (“training” = gumnazo = to train, exercise, from: to practice naked for the games) i.e. for every disobedience

The Marvelous Result of Chastening
(Proverbs 29:17) Discipline your son, and he will give you rest; he will give delight to your heart. 

(Hebrews 12:11) For the moment all discipline seems painful rather than pleasant, but later it yields the peaceful fruit of righteousness to those who have been trained by it. 

1. “later” (latter, later, lastly)
2. Peaceable fruit of righteousness
3. Believe!
Application:

· Understand the connection between “you fathers” and “our Heavenly Father”

· Chasten your children with faith in God’s promises
· Figure out the mechanics of painful/non-injurious spankings

· Discipline consistently

· Articulate the rules that you will enforce, and enforce all of them 
· Develop and use a “chastening liturgy”
· As you are chastened by your heavenly Father, show your children what it looks like to turn to Him, instead of away from Him.

· Rejoice in your sonship

1) Justification: You are His

2) Sanctification: He wants You to grow in your enjoyment of Him

· Kiss the rod (From WS’s “A Gentleman of Verona) “How wayward is this foolish love That, like a testy babe, will scratch the nurse And presently all humbled kiss the rod’.

· Express your desire to learn everything that God wants to teach you before He removes His heavy hand of reproof.

· Pursue peace
· Michelle

