
Sermon 58: Revelation 21:5-8: Promises

OUTLINE

Promises of life
Promises of death

INTRODUCTION

When you want something in writing you are asking for assurances that something will 
come to pass.  God puts in writing His promise to make all things new.  We are in Revelation
21 which has already shown us a future vision of the new creation where the deepest 
desires of our hearts, God Himself will be fulfilled.  A time when all the things that make our 
life hard now will be removed.  21:1-10 can be structured around the two pronouncements 
of v3 and v5.  We have looked at the first announcement of God being our very great 
reward.  In this section God is going to give us assurances that this future is certain.  We 
will see promises of future rewards being given to the saints as well as to those who do not 
follow Christ.  

Promises of life

V5, ‘And he who was seated on the throne said, "Behold, I am making all things new." Also 
he said, "Write this down, for these words are trustworthy and true."’  Technically this is only
the second time in Revelation where we get to hear God speaking directly.  The other time is
in Rev. 1:8.  The book of Revelation is the revelation of Jesus given to us by an angel 1:1, it 
is a very mediated message.  The mediators are removed to impress upon us the 
truthfulness of what is being said.  The statement is a summary of the first 5 verses, that 
God is making all things, not just some things new.  Please notice that the tense is in the 
prophetic perfect tense, ‘I am making’ to further mark its certainty.  The second way in 
which we are assured is by God declaring that it should be written down.  Writing was 
reserved for formal agreements, here God is writing it down for our assurance that it will 
indeed happen.  The third way in which we are assured is by the statement, ‘for these 
words are trustworthy and true.’  They can be relied upon and they are no lie, faithful and 
reliable.  This is the nature of our promise that we will be resurrected to a new creation.  We
have every assurance of this fact.  The whole Trinity is invested in affirming this fact.  Firstly,
the Father speaks without a mediator to declare it, the Son is resurrected to begin it, and 
the Spirit is given as a firstfruits/downpayment to guarantee it.  

V6, ‘And he said to me, "It is done! I am the Alpha and the Omega, the beginning and the 
end. To the thirsty I will give from the spring of the water of life without payment.’  Just as 
Christ uttered the words, ‘it is finished’ on the cross in reference to all that was necessary 
for the payment of sins being offered, here God prophetically pronounces the fact of future 
renovation.  Please note that context!  This pronouncement is immediately followed by God 
giving His name, ‘I am the Alpha and the Omega, the beginning and the end.’  In 1:8, the 
point is similar, ‘"I am the Alpha and the Omega," says the Lord God, "who is and who was 
and who is to come, the Almighty."’  To name yourself in this way is called a merism, to take
the first and the last and by it indicate something all inclusively.  God states a promise about
the future and states His eternal nature as surety that His words will stand.  These are the 
first and last letters of the alphabet, and God is the Creator and ender of creation.  He alone
is able to make this fact come to pass.  
Please note that in 22:12-13 these descriptions are used of Christ, ‘"Behold, I am coming 
soon, bringing my recompense with me, to repay everyone for what he has done. 13 I am 



the Alpha and the Omega, the first and the last, the beginning and the end."’  This is a good
verse to go to in order to prove that Jesus is in fact God with the Father as it is taught in 
John 1:1-3.  
The significance of these statements lies in the fact that they come from that portion in 
Isaiah where God is arguing that He is the only God and there is no other.  Is. 41:4, ‘Who 
has performed and done this, calling the generations from the beginning?  I, the LORD, the 
first, and with the last; I am he.’  Is. 44:6, ‘Thus says the LORD, the King of Israel and his 
Redeemer, the LORD of hosts: "I am the first and I am the last; besides me there is no god.’
Is. 48:12.  John being a Jew knew full well what the implications of these titles were when 
he wrote them.  He who was rebuked for worshipping an angel ascribes divine titles to 
Christ, the conclusion is inevitable.  Jesus too is God and must be worshipped.  

So God makes a pronouncement, verifies it in writing, by direct address and placing in the 
prophetic tenses.  Then God gives profound promises of life.  Firstly, ‘To the thirsty I will give
from the spring of the water of life without payment.’  The water of life is not to be confused
with the fountain of youth.  Some are fixated on present beauty and the indulgences of 
sinful youth that they seek to immortalise the present.  The water of life is an invitation to 
new water that does not come from this fallen world nor keep us in it.  What is the water of 
life?  Based on the OT it is God Himself and the benefits that come from knowing Him.  Jer. 
2:13, ‘for my people have committed two evils: they have forsaken me, the fountain of living
waters, and hewed out cisterns for themselves, broken cisterns that can hold no water.’  Ps. 
36:8-9, ‘They feast on the abundance of your house, and you give them drink from the river
of your delights.  For with you is the fountain of life; in your light do we see light.’  John 
7:37-39, ‘On the last day of the feast, the great day, Jesus stood up and cried out, "If 
anyone thirsts, let him come to me and drink. 38 Whoever believes in me, as the Scripture 
has said, 'Out of his heart will flow rivers of living water.'" 39 Now this he said about the 
Spirit, whom those who believed in him were to receive, for as yet the Spirit had not been 
given, because Jesus was not yet glorified.’  Water is basic to life and so is God.  That is why
the river of life is said to flow from God’s throne, Joel 3:18, rev. 22:1.  Whether there will be
a literal river that flows from under a throne that is imbued with a sacramental quality of 
life, I don’t know.  But if you want to live forever and you want nothing to do with God, you 
do not want the water of life.

This invitation is similar to Is. 55:1, ‘"Come, everyone who thirsts, come to the waters; and 
he who has no money, come, buy and eat!  Come, buy wine and milk without money and 
without price.’  Please notice that this offer of life is free.  Who is this water of life offered 
to?  The good, the worthy, the righteous, the seeking?  None of these, God offers life to the 
thirsty.  Thirst here is a symbol of our deep and aching need for life.  If you are one who 
deeply feels the brokenness of life and the longing for fullness, God offers it to you in Him.  
Thirst here is a symbol for that God shaped gap in every human heart.  Eternity is in our 
hearts and to drink at the fountains of this world is like drying to hydrate yourself by 
drinking from the dead sea.  It is salt water and it will leave you more thirsty than before.  It
is only in God that the human heart can be sated.  Our deep need for love, for holiness, for 
forgiveness, for connection, for purpose, for identity, for meaning, for security, these and 
more are only found truly and eternally in God.  If you feel yourself poor in spirit and in 
need then you qualify.  If you are satisfied with the salt water of this world then keep on 
deluding yourself.  
Notice next that this water is offered freely, without payment.  None of us can buy what we 
need to fill the eternal void in our hearts.  None of us can merit the right to sit at God’s right
hand and partake of His royal treasures for eternity.  We have demerited ourselves from any
possibility of even earning a right.  Adam could have we never can.  God had to send Christ 
to pay with His life as the ransom to satisfy God’s law against our sins.  And only once we 



are cleansed form sin and adopted into His family do we have the right to drink from His 
family fountain. 

V7, ‘The one who conquers will have this heritage, and I will be his God and he will be my 
son.’  This second promise is particularly to those who are already Christians.  This promise 
recognises that we are in a war and that it is the duty of Christians to resist and overcome.  
In the 7 letters in chapters 2-3 there is a promise that is linked to the new creation to those 
who conquer.  Conqueror in Revelation is a synonym for a Christian.  True faith evidences 
itself not in capitulation but in overcoming the world, 1 John 5:4-5, ‘For everyone who has 
been born of God overcomes the world. And this is the victory that has overcome the 
world---our faith. 5 Who is it that overcomes the world except the one who believes that 
Jesus is the Son of God?’  In Revelation this is manifest as those who resist idolatry and 
worship Christ alone; by those who resist taking the number of the beast and becoming 
associated with the idolatrous system of this age; as those who resist false teaching and 
keep to the pure gospel; as those who do not succumb to Babylon’s seductions and 
allurements of the flesh.  Christians are conquerors because they keep pure teaching and 
pure lives of love.  This does not mean that we do not fall, but that we are not finally 
overcome.  

Those who overcome have an inheritance, and will exist as God’s sons.  Conquerors share in
the inheritance of the Conqueror Christ.  These thoughts of suffering, overcoming, 
inheritance and glory are also combined in Rom. 8:17, ‘and if children, then heirs---heirs of 
God and fellow heirs with Christ, provided we suffer with him in order that we may also be 
glorified with him.’  Both rev. and romans indicate that suffering is inevitable and in God’s 
grace we have sufficient strength to stand, resist and finally overcome, even if it is in 
martyrdom.  To those who prove true, their inheritance awaits.  In our age we don’t hear 
much on the need to overcome because our struggle is not like the very life threatening one
of the first century.  But we must not lose sight of the fact that we are I a war and that 
those who become like the seed among the thorns, they will perish and not inherit this 
promise.  

Promises of death

V8, ‘But as for the cowardly, the faithless, the detestable, as for murderers, the sexually 
immoral, sorcerers, idolaters, and all liars, their portion will be in the lake that burns with 
fire and sulfur, which is the second death."’  Because this list begins with cowards and ends 
with liars it is thought that this list is primarily made up of those who made confession of 
faith, came into the covenant community, but then when persecution broke out or 
temptation came, they turned away.  This is very likely and I agree with that analysis, 
though it would also include other types of sinners as well.  
The cowardly could well describe those who were not willing to die for Christ, but who 
renounced the faith to save their lives.  These must not be confused with those like Peter 
who had a moment of weakness, or Thomas Cranmer who repented of their sins and 
continued to serve Christ, this is likely a reference to those who turn away altogether from 
Christ.
The faithless then are likely those who professed faith but then proved faithless, unfaithful, 
when the persecution or temptations came.  These were like the seed sown among the 
stony ground, they sprung up with joy giving an appearance of life but the truth of their 
confession was revealed when difficulty came.  
The detestable, murderers, sexually immoral, sorcerers and idolatry are all thought to be 
part of the false religions of the day.  The notion of detestable comes from the OT which 
often calls things related to idolatry in that way.  Homosexuality was also seen as an 



abomination.  Murderers could be those who gave children to false religions, or who turned 
in Christians to the authorities.  The sexually immoral are those who participated in temple 
prostitution in any way.  Sorcerers are those who use magic.  Idolatry as a whole is 
condemned.  And all liars.  In the book of revelation this could be false professors of 
Christianity who apostatise; of the Jews who are not; false apostles and teachers; it could 
be a characterization of those who are like satan who is the father of lies.  Interestingly, in 
Revelation Christians are characterized as those who do not lie, 14:5, ‘and in their mouth no 
lie was found, for they are blameless.’  But those who go to hell include, ‘everyone who 
loves and practices falsehood.’ (22:15).  Integrity, honesty, transparency, truth these are 
marks of the believer.   
All those who are mentioned in this list go to the second death not to the New Creation.  
Their portion is not God but the lake of fire.  And the same certainty with which we take the 
promises to the Christian, so we must apply the same certainty to this list of unbelievers.  
The judgement is sure and certain, there can be no doubt.  The only option is to flee to 
Christ, cling to Him and forsake your former sins.      
        

  

    


