
Spiritual Warfare Sermon 3: The purpose of Spiritual Warfare

OUTLINE

The devil
His schemes

INTRODUCTION

Satan, the devil, Lucifer, Beelzebub, Belial, the serpent, dragon, strongman, adversary, angel
of light, Apollyon, Abaddon, antichrist, wicked one, enemy, god of this age, father of lies, 
prince of the power of the air, roaring lion, ruler of this world, tempter.  All of these names 
indicate that the bible teaches the existence of a real and personal enemy of God and His 
people that we most commonly call the devil or satan.  65% of Britons deny the devil exist 
while 17% are not sure.1  57% of Americans believe the devil does exist.  A 2007 poll put 
26% of New Zealanders as believing in a personal devil.2  They say the greatest lie of satan 
is that satan does not exist then NZ is high for believing a lie. The text that we have before 
us is there to remind us of his reality and schemes and of the purpose of putting on the 
armour of God, ‘that you may be able to stand against the schemes of the devil.’    

We have looked at our basic responses to the reality of spiritual warfare, our part in 
pursuing holiness, unity and faithful witness as the norm for our battle; well today we are 
going to get to know our enemy and his ways better.  We must know our enemy and his 
strategies in order that we might not be caught unaware.  We will look firstly at the devil 
and then at his schemes.

The devil

The devil is not an equal opposite uncreated god to God.  We reject the view of the universe
that sees two ultimate forces of good and evil personified as God and the devil, both as 
strong as the other trying to outwit on another in a cosmic chess game.  This is not the view
of the bible.  In Ezekiel 28 the prophet moves from addressing the earthly king of tyre to the
devil himself and gives us some interesting facts about the devil.  Twice in Scripture the 
bible addresses men who are rulers who have sinned like the devil, and moves from the 
earthly ruler to the spiritual ruler who is influencing them.  
Firstly, that he was created, Ezek. 28:13, ‘You were in Eden, the garden of God; every 
precious stone was your covering, sardius, topaz, and diamond, beryl, onyx, and jasper, 
sapphire, emerald, and carbuncle; and crafted in gold were your settings and your 
engravings.  On the day that you were created they were prepared.’  
He was created as a high order angel, a cherubim, v14, ‘You were an anointed guardian 
cherub.  I placed you; you were on the holy mountain of God; in the midst of the stones of 
fire you walked.’  
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God did not create the devil as a sinner but he was a part of God’s very good creation, v15, 
‘You were blameless in your ways from the day you were created, till unrighteousness was 
found in you.’  
When did this take place?  We reject the gap theory which teaches that there was a great 
cataclysm between Genesis 1:1 and 1:2 which involved an angelic rebellion.  Rather we 
understand that in Gen. 1:31, when God called all His creation very good, that up until this 
point there was no sin in it, and therefore the devil who was just created had not yet sinned.
Somewhere between Genesis 1:31 and Genesis 3:1 sin entered into satan’s heart.  An evil 
thought occurred to him and out of his free will he chose to pursue it and became the cause
of the fall of men and angels.  Revelation 12:4 indicates in symbolic terms that satan 
influenced a third of the angels to fall with him, some of which are being kept in chains until
judgement day, Jude 6.
What was the nature of his sin?  There are at least three descriptions of his sin.  Pride was 
the source, Ezek. 28:17a, ‘Your heart was proud because of your beauty; you corrupted your
wisdom for the sake of your splendor.’  In 1 Tim. 3:6 Paul illuminates us to the sin of the 
devil, ‘He must not be a recent convert, or he may become puffed up with conceit and fall 
into the condemnation of the devil.’ Is. 14:13-14, ‘You said in your heart, 'I will ascend to 
heaven; above the stars of God I will set my throne on high; I will sit on the mount of 
assembly in the far reaches of the north; I will ascend above the heights of the clouds; I will
make myself like the Most High.'’  The same sin with which the devil tempted Adam and 
Eve, ‘you will be like God,’ was at the heart of his own sin.  The middle letter of sin and 
pride is I.  The devil forgot the Creator-creature distinction and sought to usurp God’s place. 
Some have speculated that because angels were given to minister to men, Heb. 1:14 that 
the devil and the third of rebellious angels thought to highly of themselves for such a lowly 
position when they were so strong and beautiful and thought that they should be served 
instead of serve.
Any time any one of us sins we deny who God is and forget who we are, we are exalted in 
pride and usurp His throne instead of submitting to it.  Every time we sin we arrange the 
universe around ourselves so that it serves us and do not serve God as He has called.  And 
it is because we imitate the devil in his high sin that we will one day share in his judgement.

Satan lured mankind into sin and provoked God to judge them.  The devil is now God’s jailer
and has an authority over rebellious humanity to inflict minor punishments.  In this sense he
is called the ruler of this world, the god of this age, and the prince of the power of the air.  
He has a delegated authority and jurisdiction as it agrees with God’s judgement on our sin.  
However, his reign and tyranny were always temporary and with the death and resurrection 
of Christ, the devil’s power over on account of our sins was overcome.  Hebrews 2:14, ‘Since
therefore the children share in flesh and blood, he himself likewise partook of the same 
things, that through death he might destroy the one who has the power of death, that is, 
the devil.’  Colossians 2:15, ‘He disarmed the rulers and authorities and put them to open 
shame, by triumphing over them in him.’  Where Adam forfeited his place over God’s 
creation by his sin, and the devil was given temporary rights to judge humanity, with the 
victory of Christ, the devil is overcome and Christ is now the official head of creation as 
Adam was intended to be, Eph. 1:20-23, ‘that he worked in Christ when he raised him from 
the dead and seated him at his right hand in the heavenly places, 21 far above all rule and 



authority and power and dominion, and above every name that is named, not only in this 
age but also in the one to come. 22 And he put all things under his feet and gave him as 
head over all things to the church, 23 which is his body, the fullness of him who fills all in 
all.’  Since the victory of Christ the devil has been cast down to the earth and is frantically 
making his last efforts against humanity and the church.  Revelation 12-14 gives us a 
description of the devil seeking to take revenge on Christ by attacking the church and by 
turning the hearts of the rest of humanity to idolatry away from God.  His fate is sealed but 
he is trying to do as much damage as he can before he is finally judged.  He is more 
powerful than us, but in God’s strength based on the victory won for us by Christ we are 
able to stand when he attacks by God’s strength, when we resist him he must flee, and 
when we preach the gospel the power of the spirit uses us to rob the strongman’s house of 
captive souls and brings them out of the kingdom of darkness into the kingdom of the Son 
of His love.  

His schemes

Let us look now then at 10 ways in which he works.  He hates God, mankind who is made in
His image, God’s creation, and especially the church.  He seeks to kill, steal and destroy, lets
examine how he does it.     

Firstly, lies!  The devil is the father of lies.  He is the first liar, he is the greatest liar and he 
will never cease to stop lying.  He is the deceiver of all of mankind.  He lied to Adam and 
Eve.  He lied to them about God and themselves, he lied to them about the promises of 
breaking God’s law, he deceived them about his own motives of being interested in their 
good.  Today the father of lies and his demons are using lies in false religion.  Paul tells us 
that behind an idol are demons, 1 Cor. 10:20.  The devil and his demons are counterfeiters 
who are trying to present alternate truths, worldviews, histories and religions to the truth.  2
Cor. 4:4, ‘In their case the god of this world has blinded the minds of the unbelievers, to 
keep them from seeing the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of 
God.’  We can see now why truth is the first part of the armour mentioned.  The devil holds 
us in his power through lies, but the truth sets us free.    

Secondly, accusation!  One of the devil’s main powers over us is through our sin.  He is like 
a prosecutor who takes sadistic pleasure in forcing God’s hand against His own creation by 
accusing us of our sin before Him.  In the Christian’s life the devil no longer has legal access
to God’s court room to accuse us, God has justified us and there is no one who can now 
condemn, Rom. 8:33-34.  However, he is still the master of accusation and false guilt and 
constantly accuses us to our consciences getting us bogged down in guilt and introspection. 
He is like a robber who has a gun with no bullets in it, he will still pretend that he can shoot 
it and Christians will sometimes still believe that he has the power of their sins over them 
and that Christ’s cross work does not cover everything.  Revelation 12:9-11 tells us about 
over victory, ‘And the great dragon was thrown down, that ancient serpent, who is called the
devil and Satan, the deceiver of the whole world---he was thrown down to the earth, and his
angels were thrown down with him. 10 And I heard a loud voice in heaven, saying, "Now 
the salvation and the power and the kingdom of our God and the authority of his Christ have



come, for the accuser of our brothers has been thrown down, who accuses them day and 
night before our God. 11 And they have conquered him by the blood of the Lamb and by the
word of their testimony, for they loved not their lives even unto death.’  The blood of Christ 
has been shed as a sin offering and covers all our guilt, the accuser has had his ammunition 
removed!  Preaching the gospel of peace to ourselves is our best defence. 

Thirdly, persecution!  Revelation 12-14 paints the picture of the devil using the beast out of 
the sea of 13:1 to use the government of Rome to wage a war of persecution on the church 
in the first century.  Since Cain and Abel the devil has not ceased to make war on God’s 
people, for all ages the seed of the serpent, the unbelievers, waged war against the seed of 
the woman, the people of God.  From the self-deifying dictators who kill Christians to the 
secular marginalizers who ignore it, the devil has used all of them to wage war against the 
saints.  Patient endurance and being a good citizen is the way we bear witness and the 
nature of our warfare, wearing the helmet of our salvation awaiting the day when Christ will 
crush the oppressor.  

Fourthly, temptation!  From the devil’s first arrival on the scene he was the tempter.  He has 
always pretended that happiness is found in sin and not in holiness.  In a fallen world where
we have natures that have all sorts of desires that run away from God and His laws, the job 
of temptation is extremely easy.  This is one of the devil’s primary weapons against us to do 
his will.  Eph. 2:1-3 paints the picture of humanity as it is strung along by the devil by its 
desires, ‘And you were dead in the trespasses and sins 2 in which you once walked, 
following the course of this world, following the prince of the power of the air, the spirit that 
is now at work in the sons of disobedience--- 3 among whom we all once lived in the 
passions of our flesh, carrying out the desires of the body and the mind, and were by nature
children of wrath, like the rest of mankind.’  Putting on the breastplate of righteousness, 
committing ourselves to obedience, is our best defence.

Fifthly, suffering!  The devil is God’s devil, and God uses the devil to refine us for our 
sanctification.  The devil causes suffering but this is all under God’s permission and control.  
For example, we know of Job who was allowed to be tested in regard to his family, health 
and possessions.  We know of Peter who was asked by satan to sift him as wheat, Luke 
22:31-32, ‘"Simon, Simon, behold, Satan demanded to have you, that he might sift you like 
wheat, 32 but I have prayed for you that your faith may not fail. And when you have turned 
again, strengthen your brothers."’  And we also know of Paul’s thorn in the flesh which God 
refused to remove seeking to make His strength known through Paul’s weakness.  The shield
of faith in the promises of God which remind us that God is a good Father can silence the 
doubts.  

Sixthly, divisions!  Disunity and divisions are a major ploy of the devil.  He is the enemy of 
love and sows the seeds of strife.  Ephesians 4:26-27, ‘Be angry and do not sin; do not let 
the sun go down on your anger, 27 and give no opportunity to the devil.’  Christ stated that 
the world will know we are His by our love and community, this then is a target for satan 
and he seeks disunity.  Individualism, unforgiveness, a critical spirit, conceit, racism, sexism,
elitism, all these are enemies to unity and tools of satan.  



Seventhly, excess!  The devil loves to draw us away from obedience by helping us go into 
excess.  That lack of balance which characterises wisdom and maturity is a seedbed for 
satan.  When we are overly harsh in church discipline, we are opening the door to satan, 
this is why Paul encouraged the Corinthians to receive the repentant brother, 2 Cor. 2:11, ‘so
that we would not be outwitted by Satan; for we are not ignorant of his designs.’  When we 
are all about one thing and not everything that God is for, this suites the devil and keeps us 
from our task.  We have seen things like this in the past where some have gone to an 
extreme in embracing things like celibacy or monasticism.  This is when prayer and asking 
God for wisdom as James instructs us, is our protection James 1:5.  James 3:13-17, ‘Who is 
wise and understanding among you? By his good conduct let him show his works in the 
meekness of wisdom. 14 But if you have bitter jealousy and selfish ambition in your hearts, 
do not boast and be false to the truth. 15 This is not the wisdom that comes down from 
above, but is earthly, unspiritual, demonic. 16 For where jealousy and selfish ambition exist, 
there will be disorder and every vile practice. 17 But the wisdom from above is first pure, 
then peaceable, gentle, open to reason, full of mercy and good fruits, impartial and sincere. 
18 And a harvest of righteousness is sown in peace by those who make peace.’

Eighthly, doubt!  Doubt is a sub-species of lies but deserves a category all on its own 
because of the natural weakness we have for doubt, as well as on account of our ignorance 
as finite creatures who lack knowledge.  If we examine the temptation in the garden, the 
devil’s attacks upon the truth where not outright denials but the sowing of the seeds of 
doubt: ‘Did God really say?’  with all of the attacks upon the word of God, with every type of
thinking in the 21st century eroding the bible’s values and teachings, this is something we 
are facing on a daily basis.  Clinging to the word as God’s word in the face of these doubts is
our defence.  

Ninthly, distraction!  Keeping the main thing the main thing, this is our challenge.  
Christianity has been derailed by many things, the Toronto Blessing, the inner healing 
movement, the KJV only debate, the deliverance movement, the tongues movement, the 
need for the gifts and a school of prophecy, social transformation and saving the city, all of 
these and more can distract us from the task of minimising those things God has given us 
which are sufficient and keeping on the task of being a faithful church busy about the great 
commission.  

Tenthly, religion!  In Christ’s day the main manifestation of satan and the tool of satan in 
Israel was the self-righteous legalistic religion of the Pharisees.  Luther called this disguise 
the ‘white devil,’ Paul ‘an angel of light.’   Luther writes, ‘Let us learn clearly to recognize the 
tricks and subtleties of the devil.  No heretic comes in the name of error or satan, nor does 
the devil himself come as a devil, especially not the white one….  In spiritual matters, not 
the black but the white devil operates and presents himself in angelic and divine disguise…. 
Therefore Paul ironically calls the doctrine of the false apostles, the minister of satan, a 
gospel.  
The white good-looking devil is the one who does the most harm, the devil who eggs people
on to commit spiritual sins, which are not regarded as sins are all but as pure righteousness 
and are defended as such….  Therefore he must embellish them with a fine appearance and 



gloss them over with these holy names: God’s word, the worship of God, a divine life, etc.’3  
the truth of God’s word is what we need to discern truth from false truth, to identify the 
original and the counterfeit.

So these are some of his strategies and weapons, lies, accusation, persecution, temptation, 
suffering, division, excess, doubt, distraction and religion, which of these tactics are 
presently being employed against you?                                 
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