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INTRODUCTION

Popular notions of Jesus at Christmas time are far from the truth.  There is a famous scene 
from Will Ferrell’s movie, Talladega Nights, (Not a movie I have seen nor recommend 
anyone to see), where Ricky Bobby is saying grace before the family eats.  He prays 
continually to ‘Baby Jesus’ to ‘Tiny Jesus’, when his wife reminds him that Jesus did grow up
he responds that he like the Christmas Jesus best.  Christmas can give us the wrong idea 
about Jesus if we do not move from the manger to the cross, and from the cross to the 
ascension into heaven.  This morning as we continue looking at the Annunciation in Luke 1 
we are going to stop and look deeply into verse 32.  This is a verse that tells us who Mary’s 
Son is.  He is not merely Baby Jesus, or the Christmas Jesus that has His Deity, His 
teachings, His death, and His role of judge all stripped away to make Him marketable and 
not kill the vibe at a festive time of indulgence.  The NT apart from a small picture in 
Revelation 12 does not mention Jesus as a baby but rather goes on to speak of Him as 
Saviour and God, this verse will help us remember who Jesus really is at a time when people
think only as Jesus as a baby.  In South Africa there are game parks where you can go and 
play with baby lions, they are cute and manageable; many people think of Jesus like this at 
this time of year.  Let us remind ourselves that Jesus is not a cub, nor a tame Lion, but God 
become man.

Great

‘He will be great.’  Here is a pregnant term.  What does the angel Gabriel mean when he 
prophesies that Jesus will be great?  Our English word ‘great’ can mean many different 
things.  It can describe size, importance, value, fame and many other things.  The word as it
is applied to Christ here must be taken in its superlative sense.  This word reminds me of 
the famous lines by Dr James Allan Francis:      

He was born in an obscure village 
The child of a peasant woman 
He grew up in another obscure village 
Where he worked in a carpenter shop 
Until he was thirty when public opinion turned against him
He never wrote a book 
He never held an office 
He never went to college 
He never visited a big city 



He never travelled more than two hundred miles 
From the place where he was born 
He did none of the things 
Usually associated with greatness 
He had no credentials but himself 

He was only thirty three 

His friends ran away 
One of them denied him 
He was turned over to his enemies 
And went through the mockery of a trial 
He was nailed to a cross between two thieves 
While dying, his executioners gambled for his clothing 
The only property he had on earth 

When he was dead 
He was laid in a borrowed grave 
Through the pity of a friend 

Nineteen centuries have come and gone 
And today Jesus is the central figure of the human race 
And the leader of mankind's progress 
All the armies that have ever marched 
All the navies that have ever sailed 
All the parliaments that have ever sat 
All the kings that ever reigned put together 
Have not affected the life of mankind on earth 
As powerfully as that one solitary life 

Dr James Allan Francis © 1926.

But these words still do not get at all that is meant by ‘He will be great.’  One day every 
knee will bow and every tongue confess that Jesus is Lord.  Every human being that has 
ever existed will see His glory that He had with the Father from before the foundation of the
earth and they will either bow in adoration or fear.  This word great is the word used by 
Paul in Titus 2:13, ‘waiting for our blessed hope, the appearing of the glory of our great God
and Savior Jesus Christ.’  Jesus will not merely be famous, or the most influential person 
who has ever lived, He is God become man, and His glory will be manifest to all.  

Son of the Most High

This is the next statement which shows us something of Christ’s glory.  It is important to 
note that where John the Baptist was called the prophet of the Most High, Jesus is called 
the Son of the Most High.  He is greater than the greatest prophet.  The name ‘Most High’ is



first found on the lips of Melchizedek in Gen. 14:18-22.  In its original context it would have 
been a statement about how the God of Abraham was higher than any other gods.  It was 
the name acknowledged by Nebuchadnezzar when the Lord humbled him, and the name 
Balaam used of God after he had been instructed in what he could and could not prophesy.  
Daniel used it in witness while in Babylon and David who fought against armies of idolaters. 
Here Jesus is called the Son of the Most High.  What does it mean that He is the Son?

The name son of God can have a very normal meaning when it is applied to humanity like 
with Adam.  This would agree with the fact that Jesus is the second Adam.  The name was 
also used as a title for the Davidic king who would rule as God’s regent.  This too agrees 
with the idea that Jesus is the Son of David.  But in the case of Christ it means much more. 
The Jehovah’s Witnesses would argue that it is a title used of angels and that Jesus is the 
archangel Michael.  These all fall short of the mark.  This name means more than man, king 
or angel.  

Firstly, let’s focus on the fact that He will be called Son of the Most High.  There is witness 
by others that Jesus is in fact the Son of God.  A striking example is the centurion at Jesus 
crucifixion in Matt. 27:54, ‘When the centurion and those who were with him, keeping watch
over Jesus, saw the earthquake and what took place, they were filled with awe and said, 
"Truly this was the Son of God!"’  This was an experienced soldier who probably saw 
hundreds of crucifixions, but this one caused him to testify that Jesus is the Son of God.  His
disciples likewise acknowledged Him as the Son of God, Matt. 16:13-17, ‘Now when Jesus 
came into the district of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples, "Who do people say that 
the Son of Man is?" 14 And they said, "Some say John the Baptist, others say Elijah, and 
others Jeremiah or one of the prophets." 15 He said to them, "But who do you say that I 
am?" 16 Simon Peter replied, "You are the Christ, the Son of the living God." 17 And Jesus 
answered him, "Blessed are you, Simon Bar-Jonah! For flesh and blood has not revealed this
to you, but my Father who is in heaven.’  Here we see Peter given a glimpse of Christ’s true 
identity.  The greatest testimony to Christ’s Sonship is not a human testimony but God the 
Father declaring the identity of Christ as His Son at His baptism and the transfiguration.  In 
Matt. 3:17 we see that God speaks over Christ before witnesses at John’s baptizing of Him, 
‘and behold, a voice from heaven said, "This is my beloved Son, with whom I am well 
pleased."’  This voice spoke once again while Jesus was manifesting something of His divine 
glory before the disciples on the mount of Transfiguration, Matt. 17:5, ‘He was still speaking
when, behold, a bright cloud overshadowed them, and a voice from the cloud said, "This is 
my beloved Son, with whom I am well pleased; listen to him."’  This left such an impression 
on Peter that he wrote about it later in 1 Peter 1:16-17, ‘For we did not follow cleverly 
devised myths when we made known to you the power and coming of our Lord Jesus Christ,
but we were eyewitnesses of his majesty. 17 For when he received honor and glory from 
God the Father, and the voice was borne to him by the Majestic Glory, "This is my beloved 
Son, with whom I am well pleased."’

God the Father testifies to the identity of His Son, dare we not listen to what He says?  The 
Son Himself testifies to the fact that He is the Son of God.  This is not something that the 
disciples made up but something that he accepted when they identified Him as such and 



how He identified Himself.  We see in John 5:18, ‘This was why the Jews were seeking all 
the more to kill him, because not only was he breaking the Sabbath, but he was even calling
God his own Father, making himself equal with God.’  Up until that point in Judaism Jesus is 
the only person to have ever called the Father ‘Abba’.  In every single recorded prayer, but 
the one on the cross, He referred to God as His Father.  In John 10:30 he says, ‘I and the 
Father are one.’  There are statements about Jesus being less than the Father but these are 
talking about His humiliation or the subordination of the Son to the Father.  The Son is as 
much deity as the Father, Heb. 1:3 says, ‘He is the radiance of the glory of God and the 
exact imprint of his nature.’  Phil. 2:9 says, ‘who, though he was in the form of God, did not 
count equality with God a thing to be grasped.’  John 1:1, ‘In the beginning was the Word, 
and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.’  

When Gabriel reveals that Jesus is the Son of the Most High, sure this can mean that he is a
man and a king, but it means so much more than this.  Jesus is the eternal Son, the one 
who shared glory with the Father before creation who came to the earth, not to become the
Son of God but as the Son of God.  This is probably the most profound thing of all.  Think of
it.  The one in whom God delights, the one who is His beloved, the one in whom He is well 
pleased and has the greatest joy.  It is this one who He sends to save us.  This is the 
wonder in the most well-known verse in the Bible, ‘ "For God so loved the world, that he 
gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him should not perish but have eternal life.’  If 
God had given the world because of His love for His Son this would have been 
understandable, but here we see that God gives His Son for the world.  His Son became a 
slave, a bondservant, to make slaves of sin His sons.  We must stop and appreciate the love
of God here.  It is the bigness of the person of Christ that measures out to us the bigness of
God’s love to sinners.  To minimize Christ’s person, to say that He is merely a manor an 
angel denies biblical truth and trivializes what the bible stresses is a massive act on God’s 
part.  It would be no big deal if Christ were not eternally valuable to the Father, and would 
not merit the point that John 3:16 makes.  It is the heightened contrast between Christ who
is divine and damnworthy sinners that makes that love so remarkable.  This is of great 
encouragement to anyone who may be seeking salvation but is saying to themselves that 
they are too sinful.  Look here into the love of God, see His commitment to love the 
unworthy, look at His willingness to save sinners by who He sends to die for us.  There can 
be no doubt on your part that God is willing to save even you, He sent His Son to be the 
sinbearer.  

But we need to apply this another way.  The world carries on thinking that sin is not real, 
and that if it is real that God is a stickler for rules and overpunishes for misdemeanours. The
seriousness of sin can be seen in who has to die.  Listen to the words of the great hymn, 
‘Stricken, Smitten and Afflicted’: ‘Ye who think of sin but lightly, nor suppose the evil great 
great.  Here may view its nature rightly, here its guilt may estimate.  Mark the sacrifice 
appointed, see who bears the awful load; tis the Word, the Lord’s anointed, Son of man and
Son of God.’  Sin is so serious God the Son has to be born by a virgin birth in order to be 
free from sin, in order that He can live a perfect life as our substitute and die a perfect 
death in payment for our sins.  No one else could do it; no other price could be paid.  There 
was no other way for God to save sinners once God had decided to save.  The blood of 



goats and bulls could not pay for sin, another Adam would not be enough, an Archangel 
could not do it.  Dare we insult God by accusing Him of unnecessarily subjecting His Son to 
death if we don’t have to own Him as Saviour.  Dare we say that Gethsemane when Jesus 
looked into the hell He was about to suffer was not necessary.  When His Son cried out for 
the Father to remove the cup, are we to believe that the Father unnecessarily forced Jesus 
to suffer the wrath of God when He did not have to.  Sin is so serious that it must be paid 
for by Christ dying for you.  Jesus was born because of the necessity that He alone can pay 
for your sins to be forgiven.  

Throne of David

We want to look now at the last thing that Gabriel prophesied about Jesus, ‘And the Lord 
God will give Him the throne of His father David, and He will reign over the house of Jacob 
forever, and of His kingdom there will be no end.’  The world was waiting for the Man sent 
by God who would crush all of God’s enemies and give God’s people peace.  It was 
prophesied that a son of Abraham and a son of David would do this.  Gabriel is announcing 
that Jesus is the one who will fulfil this.  Jesus is presently sitting on the throne of David as 
God’s human regent over His creation.  It did not happen as Israel expected with the 
Messiah arriving with armies to drive out the Romans.  No instead Jesus conquered satan, 
sin and death and went to heaven to take His throne but allows the world to live on and all 
the while saves millions of sinners from sin multiplying His victory with every saved soul.  
But there will be a time when Jesus will come as King and Judge and will finally crush all 
rebels.  Paul makes this clear in Acts 17:30-31, ‘The times of ignorance God overlooked, but 
now he commands all people everywhere to repent, 31 because he has fixed a day on which
he will judge the world in righteousness by a man whom he has appointed; and of this he 
has given assurance to all by raising him from the dead."’  

That little baby in the manger is the one who every person will have to stand before and 
give an account of their lives.  They will have to look into His all seeing eyes and He will 
weigh our lives to see if we are sinners or not.  All those who have humbly turned from sin 
to God seeking forgiveness in the work of Christ on the cross, they will acquitted on 
judgement day because Christ’s death have paid for all of their sins.  But for those who have
known of Jesus born as a baby, and who have yearly heartlessly sung songs about Him, and
used His name as a swear word and lived their lives oblivious to their true King, they will be 
brought to account and suffer judgement.  The punishment for such high crimes against 
such a great King is eternal judgement.  

This year as you think of the Baby Jesus please remember that He grew up.  It was 
explained at His conception that He would be great, that every knee would one day have to 
bow before Him, that He is God the Son who became a man to save us from sins, and that 
He is the King before whose throne we will all one day have to appear to give an account of 
our lives.  The world can handle thinking about the Baby Jesus because He does not seem 
threatening.  If we look into what the Bible actually says we see His true glory.  This Son of 
Mary is in fact the Son of God, we cannot be indifferent!      
                 


