
Sermon 44: Revelation 14:1-5: The 144 000

INTRODUCTION

We have just seen the war of the ages with the devil, the beast of persecution and the beast
of false religion raging against the church and dividing the human race into two camps.  
Those who serve the beast, and this is indicated by the mark on their hands and forehead 
symbolising mind and action, representing the whole person not following Christ but the 
false religion inspired by satan; and those who are faithful to Christ.  We have seen a great 
exercise of power where having been given great authority and power, and even allowed to 
wage war against the church, even forcing a show of outward allegiance and bringing 
economic pressure and persecution to bear upon any who would reject the beast.  The 
question that would naturally arise is, what happens to the church under this tirade? 

Revelation chapter 14 is the conclusion to this cycle which started in chapter 12.  This last 
chapter gives us a view of the church as the dust settles from the war being waged against 
it.  After a vulgar display of power the church in 14:1-5 is shown to be safe in the 
intermediate state.  These verses paint a picture of contrasts that as a terrible and 
apparently powerful war is being waged against the church resulting in many deaths, in 
heaven there is a celebration and worship.  The emphasis of these verses is to show that 
the church is safe, victorious and holy in contrast to those who follow the beast.  Our 
message today will look at the many characteristics of the people of God as they are 
revealed in these 5 verses.  There are at least 8 things that we can highlight.

But before we get into the text let us look at the rest of the chapter.  The rest of this chapter
also shows us some more details about the time when satan and his beasts are fighting 
against the church.  After a sneak-peak into the state of the church we are returned to other
realities of the wartime.  In verses 6-13 we see three angels with words of life and death, 
and the cycle then ends as all the others do with the second coming of Christ in judgement 
and the victory of the saints, 14:14-15:4.  

144 000    

In this next vision we are transported to Mount Zion.  This is not literal Jerusalem but a 
name commonly given to the presence of God where we will dwell with Him.  It is used of 
the future New Jerusalem, but it is also used to speak of the present rest of the saints, Gal. 
4:26, Heb. 12:22-33.  In the OT this was the place of God’s presence among His people, in 
Revelation it points to God’s direct presence where His people dwell with Him.  
Next we see the lamb standing on Mount Zion.  This reminds us of Ps. 2:6, ‘"As for me, I 
have set my King on Zion, my holy hill."’  This is a Messianic psalm that speaks of Christ 
being installed as the Davidic King over God’s creation.  A reality we know was fulfilled when
He ascended into heaven and was seated at the right hand of the Father.  We must not miss
the contrast from war where the Christians are falling under the devil’s power to the serene 
exalted and enthroned King.  This reminds us of the other words of Psalm 2 which speak of 
the nations raging and the Lord laughing at their futile efforts to overthrow His will. 



Then verse 1 says, ‘and with Him 144,000 who had His name and His Father’s name written 
on their foreheads.’  This is not the first time we have encountered the sealed people of God
we have come across them before in chapter 7.  You will remember the 6 seals and the 
terrors that the four horsemen unleashed upon the earth, and how chapter 6 ended with the
question, ‘who can stand,’ which raises the question of the destiny of the church.  Then we 
had an interlude where God answers this question and we are given two complimentary 
pictures of the people of God.  They are both the 144,000 sealed and protected and the 
multitude without number.  We spent a lot of time putting to bed the most popular view that
these are Jews who are converted after a silent rapture and become evangelists converting 
large amounts of Gentiles.  The very Jewish way of speaking of the people of God borrowed 
from the OT to speak of the mixed people of God as Jews and Gentiles who believe in Jesus 
is the practice of the NT.  They are numbered to remind us that not one will be snatched 
from His hands.

Sealed

We see that they have God’s name upon their foreheads.  This is not a promotion of tattoos,
though I am sure many would like to think so.  We have here a contrast between the mark 
of the beast and the sealed of God.  The seal is not mentioned in these verses but is 
mentioned in chapter 7.  In the first place many have pointed out the difference between 
the mark and the seal.  The word seal is a legal word which does not merely identify but 
carries with it the connotations of ownership and protection.  A mark merely identifies but 
does not imply any promise of protection or permanent possession.  If we compare how the 
devil treats those who follow him and how God covenants with those who are His, the 
contrast couldn’t be greater.  This should highlight for us the folly of sin and the security of 
the saints.  
Secondly, we see that the saints are sealed with names.  If we had to take all the names 
that are symbolised as tattooed on our foreheads only bald people will have enough 
forehead to host them all visibly.  In revelation 3:12 we see that the name ‘the New 
Jerusalem’ will be written on us, and here we see the name of God and the name of the 
Lamb.  We understand this symbol to indicate that we are God’s people, that we are citizens
of His kingdom, and that we are possessed and protected by Him.  However, we do not take
the picture literally to imply that we will all have body art in heaven.  Based on Ezek. 9 we 
understand this mark to be invisible and indicating spiritual realities not literal practices. 

New song

After a bomb blast or a terrorist attack you find that everyone is in shock.  But after the 
assault of the ages and having died in the fray the song of victory and deliverance gets 2 
verses to describe it.  V2-3, ‘And I heard a voice from heaven like the roar of many waters 
and like the sound of loud thunder. The voice I heard was like the sound of harpists playing 
on their harps, 3 and they were singing a new song before the throne and before the four 
living creatures and before the elders. No one could learn that song except the 144,000 who
had been redeemed from the earth.’  Notice firstly, that there is a single voice which is in 



fact many voices raised as one.  There are no dissenters, no opposition party, no dissatisfied
dead, but all are united in song.  
The amount of people singing and the fervour with which they are singing cause a huge 
cacophony of sound, but it is also described as beautiful as well as powerful. 
It is described as a new song, something often sung on the other side of a victory.
And the new song is only known by those who have been faithful in the war.  It is the song 
of the saints, the song that angels cannot sing because they have not experienced the grace
of God as we have, nor is it a song that the unbeliever can sing because they have not 
tasted the goodness of God in Christ, nor entered into the full blessings of salvation.  one of 
the great horrors of war is the aftermath, but here we see that all sorrow and tears are 
swallowed up in triumphant, deafening song.  

Redeemed

Twice in these verses the saints are described as ‘redeemed’ v3, 4.  They are described as 
being redeemed from the earth v3, this is the battle ground they escaped by death and the 
place where those who received the mark of the beast abide; and so they are also described
as being redeemed from mankind v4, that being unsaved mankind.  The word redeemed of 
course is making reference to the fact that we have been ransomed by Christ.  Christ laid 
down His life as a ransom; he shed His blood in death to pay our sin debt.  The angels have 
not known this and the unbeliever rejects it, but the believer is astounded that Christ would 
be our substitute and face the wrath of God in our stead.  The new song is their song, and 
the volume and beauty a measure of the appreciation we should feel.  

Virgins

Verse 4 has confused many people, ‘It is these who have not defiled themselves with 
women, for they are virgins. It is these who follow the Lamb wherever he goes. These have 
been redeemed from mankind as firstfruits for God and the Lamb.’  In the first place these 
sealed all seem to be males, they are all said to be virgins and the impression the text 
leaves with you is that sex is somehow defiling.  Like the rest of the book of Revelation this 
is a figurative reference to the church.  The fact that they are all males speaks of the church
being an army of priests, both of which were only male.  Likewise in the OT the soldiers 
were to refrain from sexual relations while fighting the Lord’s battle (2 Sam. 11:8-11, 1 Sam.
21:5), this picture is borrowing from the ceremonial law, not to imply that sex is dirty but 
that the Lord’s people are in a holy war and are observing the Lord’s regulations for His 
army. 
The picture of a virgin is a common one for a faithful bride that God expects His people to 
be.  The idea of sexual purity is in direct contrast to the sexual immorality that is typical of 
satan’s pseudo bride.  The first century world was full of prostitution, ritual prostitution, 
erotic dancers, marital unfaithfulness, promiscuity, homosexuality and every deviancy you 
care to name.  Sexual purity was an important distinctive of God’s people and the purity of 
virgins a fitting reminder of their duty in the first century.  
In 2 Cor. 11 Paul employs the picture of a virgin to speak of the church being free from the 
filthiness of false teaching which leads to the unfaithfulness of idolatry.  V2-4, ‘For I feel a 



divine jealousy for you, since I betrothed you to one husband, to present you as a pure 
virgin to Christ. 3 But I am afraid that as the serpent deceived Eve by his cunning, your 
thoughts will be led astray from a sincere and pure devotion to Christ. 4 For if someone 
comes and proclaims another Jesus than the one we proclaimed, or if you receive a different
spirit from the one you received, or if you accept a different gospel from the one you 
accepted, you put up with it readily enough.’  This too would have been a strong challenge 
in the face of the synagogue of satan pressuring them to return to Judaism, the Emperor 
worship of the Roan Government, as well as the many other belief systems fighting for their 
minds.  
It goes without saying that the notion of a virgin as sexual purity and doctrinal faithfulness 
is a necessary application for ourselves.  

Followers

V4 describes the sealed as those who follow the Lamb.  In the context of martyrdom, to 
follow the lamb means to take up ones cross, to be willing to die, to be faithful until death.  
It also means that we are those who take orders, who follow Christ’s will for our lives, and 
walk in the path of obedience not self-determination.  We do many things that we would not
choose to do, that are unpopular to do, that do not feel natural to our sinfulness and are 
even painful and costly to do.  This is amplified in the text by the words, ‘where ever He 
goes.’  Christ walked the path of holiness and obedience into death and we will follow where
ever He goes.  He has walked the path before us, He does not ask of us anything that He 
has not done Himself, we follow the Shepherd and imitate His life and death.  

Firstfruits

The firstfruits in the OT were the first part of the harvest that resulted from the early rains 
that were given to God in thanks and in anticipation of the later harvest that would arise 
from the latter rains.  In most instances in the NT the firstfruits speaks of the first of more, 
an initial instalment holding out the promise of more.  Christ is called the firstfruits from the 
dead indicating that more will be resurrected.  The Spirit is called the firstfruits because He 
is the first part of a much larger measure of blessings that belong to the New Kingdom that 
will follow.  However, the use of firstfruits in this verse does not follow the majority way in 
which it is used, in this verse it refers merely as a sacrifice.  We do find in places like Jer. 
2:2-3 that Israel as a whole is called the firstfruits and this is to amplify not a two part 
structure but rather Israel as an offering to God.  This description should indicate to us 
consecrated nature of our lives and remind us of verses like Romans 12:1-2, ‘I appeal to you
therefore, brothers, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy 
and acceptable to God, which is your spiritual worship. 2 Do not be conformed to this world,
but be transformed by the renewal of your mind, that by testing you may discern what is the
will of God, what is good and acceptable and perfect.’ 

Blameless



Our last description is found in verse 5, ‘and in their mouth no lie was found, for they are 
blameless.’  Here are Christians who have tried for their faithful testimony to the truth that 
Jesus is Lord and who have not bowed the knee to Caesar, that have refused the mark of 
the beast by showing fealty to Caesar and were witnesses even unto death.  In this way 
they resemble their Saviour who is described in Is. 53:9 as having no deceit in His mouth.  
This is in opposition to those who follow the antichrist, 1 John 2:22, ‘Who is the liar but he 
who denies that Jesus is the Christ? This is the antichrist, he who denies the Father and the 
Son.’  

When the dust settles after the devil’s attack we find the people of God safe, rejoicing, and 
they have proven faithful living lives to the glory of God.  Their hope is held before us for 
our own encouragement and their lives for our instruction.  Christ has redeemed us, and so 
we are to be virgins, followers, faithful witnesses unto death imitating Christ every step of 
the way.             
  


