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MAGKASANGGA TAYO
Speaker	Alvarez	dinuro	
ang	Court	of	Appeals	at

Ipaabolish	Daw!

By Nelson Bolos

•	Hindsight - Gibo 
Teodoro!

•	So the Judiciary is not a 
co-equal of Congress?

Safety hazard - This recemented and widened road at Barangay Tibag (going to the 
Western part of the province) is now being used by motorists at their own risk as the 
electric post are right smack in the middle of one lane. Surely, the electric company 
has been informed of this widening project. So when will they decide to relocate these 
posts? Attention TEI!

Gerona, Tarlac - - 
Shabu r uins  the 

mind and the soul.
This was the remark 

after a public high school 
teacher and 2 “recidivist” 
d r u g  p u s h e r s  w e r e 
arrested in 3 separate 
buy-bust operations here.

P o l i c e  S e n i o r 
Inspector Joel Gamboa, 
Intelligence Officer of 
this town’s police said, 
“first to be entrapped was 

Johnny Linsao Cortez, 
53, who was previously 
apprehended for peddling 
shabu”. 

Cortez was arrested 
s e l l i n g  s h a b u  t o  a 
police poseur buyerin 
Barangay Luna from 
whom 2 sachets of illegal 
drugswere confiscated.

“ T h e n  c a m e  t h e 
entrapment of Hernando 
Linsao Cortez, 50, AKA 

Sundan sa p. 6 ang Fake News of the Week

Senate to make proposed excise 
tax on sodas more ‘reasonable’
MANILA - A senator on Thursdays said that the 

Senate will make it a point to make the government’s 
proposal to impose an excise tax of PHP10 per liter on 
sodas and other sweetened drinks more “reasonable”.

“…Titignan natin kung ano yung rasonable talaga (We 
will see what is reasonable),” Sen. Juan Edgardo Angara 
told reporters after the hearing on the proposed House 
Bill 292.

Angara, chair of the Senate Committee on Ways and 
Means, acknowledged that imposing the proposed excise 
tax on sodas could affect “sari-sari” store owners who are 
mostly poor.

He said the proposed tax adjustment was rather “high” 
and that the Senate and concerned agencies such as the 
Department of Finance is still reviewing similar measures 
abroad.
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CDRRMO reminds public of
tri-color flood warning system

TARLAC CITY - The City 
Disaster Risk Reduction 

Management Office (CDRRMO) 
reminds the public of the color-
coded warning system to help 
f lood-prone communities 
prepare for upcoming disasters.

The green level signals the 
residents to prepare for possible 
evacuation while yellow level 
signals residents to evacuate, 
and the red level means they 
must stay in the evacuation 
center.

CDRRMO conducted drills 
in flood-prone barangays to 
assure the safety of the said 
communities.

The tri-color flood system 

is already being used by some 
barangays such as Sapang 
Tagalog, Suizo and Balanti.

The city encourages al l 
barangays to use the system to 
prevent future tragedies brought 
about by strong typhoons and 
flooding.

Meanwhile, public storm 
warning signals (PSWS) given 
during tropical cyclones should 
not be mistaken for rainfall and 
flood warnings.

According to the PAGASA 
website, the purpose of the PSWS 
number is to warn the public of 
specific weather conditions 
related to an oncoming tropical 
cyclone.

The PSWS is based not just on 
the amount of rainfall, but also 
on the strength and speed of 
the wind. Thus, the full impact 
of each PSWS signal is only felt 
after a certain lead time has 
passed.

City Mayor Cristy Angeles 
c a l l s  f o r  v i g i l a n c e  a n d 
pre p are d n e s s  am ong  a l l 
Tarlaqueños during the rainy 
season and likewise assures the 
public that CDRRMO personnel 
and rescue teams will remain 
alert for 24 hours.

The City Mayor likewise asks 
the public to cooperate with the 
City Government to ensure the 
safety of everyone./Tarlac	CIO

Caloocan Brgy Kagawad 
Arrested for Drugs, Guns in 
Tarlac Freed After Posting Bail
Moncada, Tarlac - - Money 

can buy freedom.
T h e  C a l o o c a n  C i t y 

Barangay Kagawad who was 
arrested here, along with his 
‘wife’, for illegal drugs and 2 
guns last Friday was recently 
released  after posting bail.

In her report, PCInsp 
Palmyra Guardaya said, 
Romeo Mauricio Giron, 
Kagawad of Barangay 68, 
Caloocan City, posted bail 
for the charges of violation of 
RA 9165 (possession of illegal 
drugs -shabu) and 2 counts of 
violation of RA 10591 (illegal 
possession of firearms).

Giron was flagged down 
by this town’s police and the 
Tarlac Criminal Investigation 
and Detection Group (CIDG) 
headed by PCInsp Jerrold 
Jake Manguerra at Barangay 
San Julian when the black 
Ford Ranger pick up he was 
driving was “swerving in the 
highway”.

“Giron was reeking of 
alcohol when we flagged him 
down. We seized from him 
a fully loaded 9MM Glock 
pistol with an extra loaded 
magazine, an Auto caliber .25 
with 5 bullets and 5 sachets of 
shabu”, said Guardaya who is 
this town chief of police.

The 36-year old Giron was 
with his common law wife 
Maria Concepcion Esteban.

In a subsequent drug test 
at the Tarlac Police Crime 
L ab orator y,  Giron and 
Esteban tested negative for 
shabu, hence, the release.

However, a source who 
requested his name withheld 
said he saw Giron and Esteban 
sniff cocaine in their car 
just before they were flagged 
down by the police.

Apparently, Giron, whose 
mother  hai l s  f rom the 
neighboring town of Ramos, 
has had a drinking spree with 
some friends and relatives at 
Barangay Sta. Maria.

A police source says a 
shabu test cannot detect the 
use of cocaine.

“We have been monitoring 
Giron since his half-brother 
Jerrboy Mauricio was buried 
here last week. Mauricio is 
the barangay chairman of 
Barangay 68 (Caloocan City) 
and is said to be a high value 
target of Caloocan”, said 

Manguerra. 
Mauricio was gunned 

down in his barangay hall 
by unidentified gunmen last 
May 26 and was buried last 
June 10 at the Ramos Public 
Cemetery.

The bail for possession of 
illegal drugs is P200,000 while 
the bail for illegal possession 
of firearms is P180,000 each.

For his part, Tarlac Police 
Provincial Director, PSSupt 
Ritchie Medardo Posadas, 
c o m m e n d e d  Gu a rd ay a 
and Manguerra for their 
“vigilance in flagging down 
Giron and for the confiscation 
of 2 guns and illegal drugs”.

“We assure the people of 
Tarlac that we are always on 
the look-out for any suspected 
criminals, especially those 
carrying firearms, and we 
will not allow any of them 
to disturb the peace of our 
communities”, Posadas said.

“Though, he (Giron) was 
able to post bail, and is now 
free from detention, we trust 
in our justice system that he 
will pay the penalties for his 
violating our laws”, also said 
Posadas./Nelson	Bolos

Fleeing Motornapper Arrested; Suspect High on 
Drugs, Shabu Seized
Co n c e p c i o n , 

Tarlac - - Is he a 
motornapper-turned-
addict, or an addict-
turned motornapper? 

This was the question 
asked when policemen 
here apprehended the 
fleeing Rommel Datu 
who took away atricycle 
parked at St Jude Village, 
B a r a n g a y  A l f o n s o 
yesterday morning.

Datu, 22, was later 
f o u n d  p o s i t i v e  o f 
m e t h a mp h e t a m i n e 
hydro ch lor ide  and 
yielded a sachet of 
shabu.

PSupt Luis Ventura 
Jr identified the owner 
o f  t h e  c a r n a p p e d 
motorcycle as Gomer 

recovery of the stolen 
tricycle is commendable. 
We now feel safer with a 
competent police under 
Col. Ventura”.

Ventura belongs to 
PNPA batch 2003 and 
is the former Provincial 
Officer (PO) of the Tarlac 
Criminal Investigation 

and Detection Group 
(CIDG).

Lingad is included in 
this town’s Watchlist of 
Drug Personalities and 
when he was accosted, 
a sachet of shabu was 
found in his pocket./
Nelson	Bolos

Lingad, 44, of Barangay 
Alfonso who reported 
that his tricycle was 
carnapped while parked 
with its motor running 
in front of their house.  

The fleeing Datu, who 
is from Barangay Jefmin, 
was intercepted by a 
police mobile car a few 
kilometers from where 
he took the Motorstar 
tricycle (plate number 
CC26996).   

In  h i s  re p or t  to 
Tarlac Police Provincial 
Director PSSupt Ritchie 
Me d a rd o  Po s a d a s , 
Ventura  s a id ,  “t he 
carnap victim (Lingad)
was in a hurry to get 
some receipts from 
their house and  left 

his motorcycle in front 
of their gatewith its 
engine running. But a 
few minutes later, he 
saw the suspect Datu 
drove the tricycle away. 
Lingad’squick reporting 
of the incident enabled 
us to block the fleeing 
carnapper”.

Sought for comment, 
Posadas said, “theswift 
response of Ventura’s 
team is laudable, it is 
the efficiency and rapid 
response (to reported 
crimes) that makes a 
police force effective”.

Ventura made the 
news recently when 
he was able to entrap 
2 barangay kagawads 
who were separately 
arrested selling shabu.

For his part, Mayor 
Andy Lacson said, “the 
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Cabanatuan City LGU provides earthquake-
resistant schoolbuildings to public schools
CABANATUAN CITY, 

Nueva Ecija - The city 
government has vowed 
to build more earthquake 
resistant and conducive to 
learning schoolbuildings 
in public schools here as it 
turned over Tuesday a four-
storey building to the densely 
populated Cabanatuan East 
Central School (CECS) in 
Barangay Bantug, this city.

T h i rd  D i s t r i c t  R e p. 
Rosanna Vergara, Mayor 
Julius Cesar Vergara and 
members of Sangguniang 
Panlungsod headed by Vice 
Mayor Anthony Umali led 
the turnover ceremonies 
o f  t h e  2 8 - c l a s s r o o m -
schoolbuilding to the City 
Schools Division headed by 
Dr. Rhoda Razon, division 
superintendent.

The  mayor  s a id  t he 
schoolbuilding that was 
expected to ease up learning 
for some 3,900 pupils of 
CECS was funded by the 
city’s Special Education Fund 
(SEF), the share, as mandated 
by law, of education from 
the local government unit’s 
(LGU’s) real property tax.

Vergara said the city 
government has earlier 
turned over  a  s imi lar 
infrastructure to the Lazaro 
Franciso Elementary School 
(the former Cabanatuan 
West Central School) in 
Barangay Zulueta here.

The buildings, the local 
chief executive said, can 
w i t hs t and  i nte ns i t y  7 
earthquake.

Besides convenience for 
both students and teaching 

personnel,  he said, the 
schoolbuildings have enough 
security features.

“You can see that this 
is safe and orderly for the 
pupils,” he said.

At least five other four-
storey schoolbuildings with 
seven to nine classrooms per 
level are set to be established 
in other populated public 
schools in the city using SEF, 
he said.

The city has placed at 
PHP140 million its target 
SEF collection this year but 
it has already accumulated 
PHP210-million, including 
last year’s surplus of PHP70 
million, as of end April, 
according to Vergara.

“It’s all because of good 
governance,” he added. 
(PNA)

Cop ‘killed’ by jammed 
pistol finally laid to rest
Sta. Rosa, Nueva Ecija - - He 

should have not died.
Thus, said during the burial today 

of PO3 Marlon Pastrana Francisco 
who was killed by a kidnapper 
during a rescue attempt of a kidnap 
victim-turned sex slave in San 
Antonio, Nueva Ecija.

Francisco, 34, a member of this 
town’s police, was hacked to death 
by the fleeing kidnapper when his 
9MM Beretta pistol jammed last 
June 6.

The killing came when cops of 
this town with Francisco were out 
to rescue Daiselyn Popes who was 
kidnapped here and brought by 
Aldy Mendez, AKA Macmac, to a 
secluded hut in Barangay Buliran 
in San Antonio town and turned 

into sex slave.
Popes was rescued and was 

found with her hands and feet tied 
to a make shift bamboo bed.

Those in the know who requested 
their names withheld revealed that 
during the rescue, Mendez was 
already surrounded by Francisco’s 
policemen group in his secluded 
hide-out but shot it out with cops 
and ran out of bullets. 

Armed only with a bolo, Mendez 
tried to run away but was met by 
Francisco. 

However,  Francisco’s  gun 
jammed, and was repeatedly 
hacked by Mendez before he 
himself was gunned down.

Personally known to this writer, 
Francisco is a silent-type and soft 
spoken person who would not 
be mistaken for a policeman if 
dressed in civilian clothes.

Francisco left behind his wife Jo-
ann and 2 children, Jana Mikaela 
and Mark Jayden.

“He is a good and a very 
dedicated policeman. He should 
not have died if his gun did not 
jam,” said PO3 Philip Zafra, a first 
cousin of Francisco.

During the Eulogy, Nueva Ecija 
Police Provincial Director PSSupt 
Antonio Yarra extolled Francisco 
“for giving his life to save a victim 
of crime.”

“ F r a n c i s c o  d e s e r v e s  t o 
be honored, he is a real good 
policeman. He served well our 
country, the PNP and his family”, 
said Yarra.

Cabanatuan City’s chief of police 
PSupt Ponciano Zafra is also a 
cousin of Francisco./Nelson	Bolos

Angeles City mulls permanent business area for SMEs
AN G E L E S  C I T Y  -  T h e  c i t y 

government is eyeing establishment 
of a permanent business area for small 
and medium enterprises (SMEs) in 
a continuing effort to strengthen its 
development and competitiveness.

City Mayor Edgardo Pamintuan on 
Wednesday said the city’s Business 
Development and Promotions Center 
(BDPC) saw the need to put up a venue 
for city-based SMEs as a way to help 
promote their products.

Pamintuan said that the BDPC, 
in partnership with the Department 
of  Tr a d e  an d  In du s t r y  ( DT I ) 
Pampanga Provincial Office, has been 
implementing projects and activities to 
help the SMEs boost their productivity.

He particularly cited the 3-day trade 
fair dubbed as “Buy Angeles!” at the city 
hall which kicked off Tuesday.

“This is one step in helping out 
our SMEs in Angeles to boost the 
development of their respective 

business. It is also the city’s way to make 
Angeleños recognize and embrace local 
goods,” the mayor said.

DTI Provincial Director Elenita Ordonio, 
meanwhile, said the agency holds weekly 
coaching among SMEs about entrepreneurial 
mind-setting and values formation, packaging, 
marketing, and other factors that contribute 
to the improvement of their business.

Ordonio also said that the agency is very 
much supportive to the city government as it 
recently turned over a Bottom-Up Budgetting 
(BuB) funding amounting to PHP2 million 
for the establishment of the city’s own One 
Town, One Product (OTOP) Store Express to 
be located at the heritage district here.

Some 18 SMEs are participating in the trade 
fair showcasing a variety of products such as 
jewelry and leather crafts, soaps and wines 
made out of endogenous ingredients, water 
bonsai plants, lemonade, taho, chicharon, 
pastries and delicacies, and organic products.	
(Froilan	E.	Magtoto/PNA)

Palace downplays report ranking PHL as 
11th most dangerous country for tourists
MANILA - Malacañang on Thursday 

downplayed a recent report which 
listed the Philippines as the 11th most 
dangerous country for tourists as it 
pointed out the increasing number of 
tourist arrivals in the country.

The 2017 Travel and Tourism 
Competitiveness Report of the World 
Economic Forum (WEF) released on 
April 5 showed that the Philippines was 
in the 126th spot among 136 countries 
in ensuring the safety of tourists.

However, in spite of the low score in 
security and safety, the Philippines is 
still on the 79th spot in the overall travel 
and tourism rankings.

“Well, you know, contrary to the WEF 
report, tourism businesses are exposed 
to security risks. In spite of that, foreign 
tourists continue to increase steadily. 
There are just hiccups every once in a 
while, but they continue to increase,” 
Ernesto Abella said.

He said that latest data from the 
Department of Tourism confirms that 
tourist arrivals have increased in the 
first quarter of 2017 as compared to the 
same period last year.

“For example, visitor arrivals from 
January to March 2017 are 1.78M, okay, 
compared to 1.6M for the same period 
last year. Therefore an increase of about 
roughly 11 percent,” he pointed out.

The Palace official said the increase in 
arrivals could be attributed the growth 
to additional direct flights going to the 
country’s top tourist destinations.

“We can attribute this growth in 
arrivals to the 160,000 airline seats 
that have been added to this year with 
new direct flights connecting local 
secondary airports to China, South 
Korea -- like Kalibo to Shanghai, 
Hangzhou, and Zhengzhou or Cebu to 
Wuhan, Chongqing, and Chengdu and 
Clark to Incheon,” Abella said.

Further growth in tourism, he said, 
could also be expected due to the 
tourism deals that had been signed with 
China, Cambodia, Thailand and Turkey.

“We should be looking up, you know. 
We don’t really focus on critics. We 
focus on actual work and processes. 
And there really is an increase, it’s 
quite positive,” Abella said. (Cielito	M.	
Reganit/PNA)
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Public	‘deserves	truth’	
about	Duterte’s	health	

–	senators

KAKAMPI MO ANG BATAS

By:  Atty. Batas Mauricio

Rebellion is written all 
over the Marawi siege

MANILA, Philippines – Several senators are demanding full disclosure on 
President Rodrigo Duterte’s health after the Chief Executive went on a 4-day 

“rest” that fanned rumors about his physical condition.
Detained Senator Leila de Lima called for “transparency and accountability” from 

Malacañang and said the public must know the “truth” about Duterte’s state of health.
“The public needs to be fully informed. Knowing the truth about the President’s 

state of health is both a matter of public interest and national security,” De Lima 
said in a statement from Camp Crame, where she is detained, on Thursday, June 15.

She said the public does not need this kind of uncertainty “at a time when the AFP 
(Armed Forces of the Philippines) is waging a war against terrorists in Marawi.”

“For the past several days, the men and women of our uniformed service have 
remained in their post, have continued to discharge their solemn duty to defend the 
Filipino people, and some have even made the ultimate sacrifice in the line of duty. 
Amidst their continued and constant service, where is the President? Where is our 
Commander-in-Chief?” she added.

Duterte had been out of the public eye since Monday, June 12, Independence Day. 
He skipped his first Independence Day celebration and had “rest time” for the next 
3 days “due to fatigue” from his “brutal” schedule of going to wakes of soldiers killed 
in Marawi, and visiting injured government troops.

‘Matter	of	public	concern’
Senator Panfilo Lacson said in a statement on Friday, 

June 16, that the President’s health is “a matter of public 
concern.”

“The health of the president of any country is not his or his family’s private affair 
alone. It is a matter of public concern. Having said that, it behooves Malacañang to 
disclose the current state of health of the President if only to quell any speculation 
about his health. The public deserves nothing less,” Lacson said.

He said the public would “surely understand” the kind of stress the President had 
been going through, especially in view of the Marawi crisis where government troops 
are fighting local terrorist groups.

“They will surely understand that PRRD is presently exposed to all kinds of stress 
and physical exhaustion due to the numerous problems besetting the country, not 
to mention the sight of our soldiers being transported in coffins by military aircraft 
with all the grieving families waiting to bring them to their respective provinces. That 
indeed is very stressful,” Lacson said.

Senator Francis Pangilinan said that while he “accepts” the official explanation that 
the President needed to rest, Malacañang should be transparent about his medical 
condition, if any.

“While I accept the explanation of Malacañang that he was tired and needed rest, 
the 4-day absence was a concern considering the current situation. Having said that, 
if the President has a medical condition preventing him from fulfilling his duties as 
Commander-in-Chief and is not simply ‘just resting’ then the public deserves to know 
the truth,” Pangilinan said.

Question	of	obligation
Citing the 1987 Constitution, De Lima also said it is Malacañang’s “moral obliga-

tion” to be transparent and accountable to the public about their leader’s condition.
Article 7, Section XII states that in case of serious illness of the President, the public 

shall be informed of the state of his health.
“Of course, Malacañang is well within the constitutional bounds when it refuses 

to fully inform the public about the President’s ‘vacation,’ but it is also its moral obli-
gation to go beyond what the Constitution requires. This is called transparency and 
accountability, two words that are already lost to this administration and its senior 
cabinet officials,” the senator said.

Senate President Aquilino Pimentel III had a different take on the matter. He said 
Malacañang is only obligated to make a public announcement on the President’s 
illness if it’s serious.

“If the president is sick with an illness, Malacanang has the obligation to inform 
the public,” said the senator, a party mate of Duterte.

“If the president is merely resting or doesn’t feel well or has slight fever or flu or 
LBM, There is no need to make a public announcement about that. Since there is no 
public statement from Malacañang Palace, then that means the cause of the absence 
of the President from the public eye is a minor one,” Pimentel added.

Malacañang had insisted that the President is “definitely” not sick and released 
photos of the Chief Executive late Thursday afternoon, apparently to settle specula-
tions about his health. Cont. on page 7

LIFE’S	INSPIRATIONS: “… Do not be afraid of what you are about to suffer. I 
tell you, the devil will put some of you in prison to test you, and you will suffer 
persecution for ten days. Be faithful, even to the point of death, and I will give you 
life as your victor’s crown…” (Revelation 2:10, the Holy Bible).

-ooo-

REBELLION IS WRITTEN ALL OVER THE MARAWI CITY SIEGE: Is there-
--or is there no---actual rebellion in the on-going Marawi City siege? That 

was a highly legitimate question that Supreme Court Associate Justice Antonio 
Carpio raised during the first day of the scheduled three-day oral arguments on 
petitions questioning the factual basis of President Duterte’s declaration of martial 
law in Mindanao.

Now, how do we answer that kind of a question? By looking into the facts that 
prompted President Duterte to declare martial law in Mindanao and to suspend 
the privilege of the writ of habeas corpus in the region, of course. 

What are the facts? From available records and accounts, here are the facts: 
Marawi City was overrun by Filipino and foreign terrorists who have earlier pledged 
their loyalty and allegiance to the terror organization that is called the ISIS, or the 
Islamic State of Iraq and Syria. 

They bombed and killed, and burned edifices, as they blitzkriegged their way 
into the city, using imported and therefore highly sophisticated firearms, and then 
hoisted the ISIS flag to claim Marawi City for ISIS. They then set prisoners free 
from the city jail, destroyed a Catholic church and razed it to the ground, seizing 
and holding as hostages the parish priest and some parishioners of the church 
up to now.

-ooo-
WHAT IS ISIS AND WHY IS IT TRYING TO CONTROL MINDANAO? What 
is ISIS and why is it attempting to take control of Marawi City and of Mindanao? 

Available records, from the government and from media, will show that ISIS was 
formed in 2014 after some members of the Al Qaeda terrorist group in Iraq broke 
away from Al Qaeda, moved to Syria, and then formed ISIS. Abu Bakr al-Baghda-
di is recognized as the present head, or caliph, of ISIS. Under his leadership, the 
Islamic State or Khalifa in Syria and Iraq was established. 

Becoming a member of the Khalifa or caliphate would require a mujahideen, 
or a Muslim who claim to be a warrior for the faith, to pledge his allegiance to 
the caliph, al-Baghdadi. On account of this pledge of allegiance, the mujahideen 
subjects himself to the control and authority of the caliph. 

The avowed objective of ISIS is to impose its rule worldwide. It does this by 
capturing and then running territories. The territories are organized into a caliphate, 
which is in turn divided into different wilayat, or different provinces led by a wali, 
who is assisted by officers of his own choice to run the wali. He is also funded by ISIS 
to allow the wilayah to operate. There will be more of this 
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By:  Nestor “Paken” Castro

MAGKASANGGA TAYO

Speaker	Alvarez	dinuro	ang	
Court	of	Appeals	at
Ipaabolish	Daw!

 

Extra-	Rice	Conundrum
(Satirical	analysis)

By:  Clyde B. Sacpa

EL MAESTRO SPEAKS

In this chaotic time, the Filipinos are trying every-
thing they can to survive. Every step in their life is 

survival. We can’t figure out why for a very long time 
Filipinos have to suffer like this. The war in the south, 
the poverty in the cities and country side, the drug 
problem and more. The Filipinos are experiencing it all. 

 But the time has come for all this suffering to end. 
Thanks to a very intelligent lawmaker who conducted a 
thorough research. Alas! Her dedications paid off. She 
has now found out the very root cause of the problems 
we are having. We never had a clue that the root cause 
of our problem is in every household in the country. It 
is a part of our life since time immemorial.

It’s that white thing. That white sticky thing we 
call RICE!. It is the root cause of all the problem in 
our society. That is why our lawmaker is using much 
needed time ( a very valuable time ) to discuss about 
it. They are also willing to spend a lot of money, our 
money, to come up with a law about consuming this 
dreadful thing. 

Thanks to this great effort by our lawmaker; for 
sure the problems of the Filipinos about terrorism and 
everything will be gone now. We are very thankful that 
we have senators who prioritize the biggest problems 
in our country. Indeed they are God sent.

Cont. on page 6

Astig talaga itong si Speaker Alvarez na ito! Ibang 
klase talaga ang mga nasa poder ng kapangyari-

han ngayon, hindi ko lang lubos na maisip kung saan 
pupulutin ang mga ito kapag nawala na ang kanilang 
Bosing Digong?

Kamakailan lang ay lumabas sa balita, ayon sa 
Inquirer  na sinabi ni Speaker Alvarez na ipapaabolish 
daw niya ang Court of Appeals! Basahin ang kabuuan 
ng report:

“Speaker	Alvarez	threatens	to	dissolve	Court	of	
Appeals

“By: DJ Yap - Reporter / @deejaya-*/pINQ , Philippine 
Daily Inquirer / 02:13 PM June 16, 2017

“Congress can at any time ‘dissolve’the Court of 
Appeals, Speaker Pantaleon Alvarez warned on Friday, 
insisting that the appellate court had no power to compel 
the House of Representatives to release the six Ilocos 
Norte officials in its custody.

“’They are not even our co-equal branch… They are 
merely a creation of Congress—that Court of Appeals. 
They only exist because they were created by Congress. 
Any time, we can dissolve them. So they better start 
thinking,’ he told a radio interview.

“The leader of the House also threatened to disbar 
the three justices from the CA Special Fourth Division, 
Stephen Cruz, Edwin Sorongon and Nina Antoni-
no-Valenzuela, for granting the habeas corpus petition 
of the six and issuing a release order allowing them to 
post bail.

“He called them ‘gago’ (idiot) in a text message to 
reporters on Wednesday. He added two more epithets: 
‘bugok’ (rotten) and ‘buwang’ (crazy) in the early Friday 
interview on dzMM, a transcript of which was sent to 
House reporters by the Speaker’s office.

“’For me, they have no jurisdiction over us. Who are 
they to dictate Congress what to do? We have rights that 
have been upheld by the Supreme Court a number of 
times,’ Alvarez said.

“’That’s really gross ignorance of the law. That is why I 
will not honor their order to [allow the six] to post bail. 
I will claim responsibility, let’s see, because they are too 
much,’ he said.

“The Court of Appeals, the second highest court of the 
land, was created with the passage of Commonwealth 
Act No. 3 in December 1935 in what was then supposed 
to be a transition from US rule to an independent Phil-
ippine government.

“This week, the CA attempted three times to serve the 
order at the Batasang Pambansa but was prevented from 
doing so, on Alvarez’ directive.

“The so-called ‘Ilocos Six’ were held in contempt by 
the House good government and public accountability 
committee and later ordered detained by Alvarez for 
allegedly refusing to answer questions during an inquiry 
into the alleged irregular procurement of P66.45-million 
worth of vehicles by the provincial government.

“Pedro Agcaoili, chair of the bids and awards 
committee and provincial planning and development 
officer; provincial budget officer Evangeline Tabulog; 
provincial treasurer Josephine Calajate; accountant Eden 
Battulayan, and treasury office staff Genedine Jambaro 
and Encarnacion Gaor, have been detained since May 29.

“Alvarez said Antonino-Valenzuela was married to 
a former associate of Estelito Mendoza, the counsel of 
the Ilocos Six, and should have inhibited herself ‘out of 
delicadeza.’

“He also said the discussion of the case should be 
restricted to its merits, and not the political feud between 
the Marcoses and Majority Leader Rodolfo 

HATAW NA KAIBIGAN

•	Hindsight - Gibo Teodoro!
•	So the Judiciary is not a 

co-equal of Congress?
By: Roldan P. Ramos

They say hindsight is 20-20 vision. Para duon sa 
mga hindi masyadong ma-ingles ang ibig sabihin 

po ng “hindsight is 20-20 vision” ay una sa lahat ang 
20-20 vision ay yung taong may malakas at malinaw na  
mata. Samakatwid ay tunay na malinaw ang mata ng 
taong mayroon 20-20 vision. Ang hindsight naman ay 
ang isang bagay na nangyari na o tapos na at nakaraan 
na, at hinggil sa kasabihan na yan ay madali para sa 
kolumnista na ito na magbigay ng ispekulasyon hinggil 
sa topic na ito tungkol kay Sir  Gibo Teodoro.

Kung inyong matatandaan, noong nagbubuo pa ng 
gabinete itong si PDigong, inanunsyo niya na si Sir 
Gibo ay  kanyang ilang beses na inimbita ngunit ilang 
beses na tinurndown ito ni Sir Gibo ang imbitasyon na 
siya ay maging Secretary of National Defense. WOW-
DND yun ha!!!

Now I clearly understand why the Honorable former 
Presidential Candidate Sir Gibo Teodoro (also a 
Cojuangco scion) had refused the repeated invitation 
of PDigong when no less than the President publicly 
confirmed on national TV  that he had indeed  invited 
Sir  Gibo to be his Secretary for National Defense. This 
invitation was on more than one occasion and in fact 
according to the President he even gave Sir Gibo ample 
time to think about it.

Can you imagine yourself refusing such an 
illustrious and  powerful (some say profitable)  cabinet 
secretary position?

In the own words of the President, he had said that 
he truly liked Sir Gibo as he had previous dealings with 
him and since Sir Gibo was also his lawyer, and that 
they know each other pretty well.

So there you have it my dear readers, now we know 
why the smart, astute and pragmatic Mr. Gibo had 
refused to accept the invitation. After having seen and 
experienced the kind of President we now have,  it is 
no wonder Sir Gibo said NO to the offer. Surely, Sir  
Gibo would not have wanted to be  in the shoes of the 
now DND Secretary.

This is of course all conjecture on my part. While 
I do not personally know Sir  Gibo, I have always 
looked up to him as a true intellect, no doubt about 
that Sir Gibo, refusing to be DND Secretary was one 
darn smart move. Forget the numerous patay-gutom 
officials that abound by the thousands who will at a 
whim and command of their master sell their soul to 
Tanny!!!

Mabuhay Po Kayo Sir Gibo Teodoro!!!

******

I would like to address this proposition  to the 
numerous lawyers out there. If anyone of you would 

be kind enough to enlighten this Humble Columnist 
regarding the recent pronouncements  of the Speaker 
of the House that the Court of Appeals  is not even a 
co-equal branch of government and according to the 
Speaker they are a mere creation of Congress.

I always thought that the CA was part of the 
Judiciary which in turn is a co-equal branch of 
government. That being the structure I had always 
understood. Where does that leave the CA? If not 
part of the judiciary, therefore, the Speaker can also 
abolish the Supreme Court and more so the lower 
Courts?  Until I get further clarification on this matter, 
I will reserve bowing my head to the almighty Speaker 
Pantalon Alvarez.

A	costly	error

By: Simoun Verttigo

ANG BOSES NG MASA

THE LEVEL 1-3 River dike repair in Tarlac 
city is positive development that the previous 

administration (PINOY) is concern over the welfare 
of every Tarlaqueños considering what is at stake here 
is the life and property of Tarlaqueño especially those 
living just beside the sad construction.

This is contrary to reports that the Aquino 
administration is unmindful of the welfare of his 
people.

According to experts, if this will not be finished 
before the onslaught of rainy season, it could spell 
disaster to the city and may immerse the entire city 
area.

LATELY, we had received some reports that one 
of the contractors (LEVEL 3 Section), committed 
an error as far as the elevation of its assigned section 
which affects the slopping, totally unaligned with 
LEVELS 1 & 2.

Upon learning of the reported error, ENGR. 
MIGUEL “MIKE” MALVAR, Supervising Engineer 
of DPWH District 1 office immediately instructed 
the concerned construction firm through a certain 
ENGR. PAUL, Project engineer of the said section to 
do the rectification of the reported error.

In fairness to FLORDES Construction Incorporated, 
a certain ENGR PAUL, they 

Fariñas in Ilocos Norte.
“It was Fariñas, a representative of the province’s first 

district, who first called for an inquiry into the alleged 
irregular purchases. He has pointed to Ilocos Norte Gov. 
Imee Marcos as being directly involved in the alleged 
anomaly. By: DJ Yap - Reporter / @deejayapINQ , Phil-
ippine Daily Inquirer / 02:13 PM June 16, 2017” 

Ayan mga dear readers. Tama ba na yang si Speaker 
Alvarez ay mag sasalita ng ganyan? Patay tayong mga 
Pinoy sa mga nangyayari!!!
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PCIJ Asks PNP...          
...from page 8

-to be
continued-

Watch the 
interview 
at	www.

pcij.org	for	
PDir.	Camilo	
Pancratius 
Cascolan’s 
answers.

Buddha, in Barangay San Antonio. Six sachets of 
shabu and a digital micro weighing scale, along with 
several pieces of drug paraphernalia, were seized from 
Hernando,” Gamboa revealed.

Johnny and Hernando are brothers and both reside 
at Barangay Samput, Paniqui.

Gamboa also disclosed that Department of 
Education (DepEd) high school teacher Oscar Bacho 
Linsao, Jr. was the 3rd to be entrapped in Barangay 
Poblacion 3.

The 49-year old Linsao resides at Barangay 
Poblacion Norte in Paniqui town and teaches at the 
Moncada National High School, Campo Santo 1 Norte, 
Moncada, as DepED teacher 1.

PO3 Artem Balagtas, the police investigator on the 
three buy bust cases, revealed that Hernando Cortez 
was previously arrested 3 times in Paniqui town all for 
selling shabu the latest of which was in 2015. 

While Johnny Cortez was his 2ndtime to be arrested 
for illegal drugs all in Paniqui town.

Balagtas also said,“Linsao and Hernando both tested 
positive of methamphetamine.”

According to Gamboa, “the successful entrapment 
on the 3 suspects was the result of the “focused and 
very diligent ‘intel-work’ of PO3 Mike Lester Bustillos.”

Bustillos is the Intelligence PNCO and leads the 
8-member Intelligence unit ofthe Gerona police.

Meanwhile, PSSupt Ritchie Medardo Posadas, Police 
Provincial Director, lauded the arrest of the teacher 
Linsao along with the Cortez brothers.

“The successive arrests of 3 suspecteddrug pushers 
within 24 hours by the group of (Senior Inspector 
Joel) Gamboa is a laudable accomplishment. Their 
determined efforts to rid their town of illegal drugs 
peddlers deserve commendation,” said Posadas.

Teacher, 2 Recidivist Pushers...          
 ...from page 1

Kakampi Mo Ang Batas
          ...from page 4

acted with prompt regarding the said noticed error. 
The said firm is handling three (3) other project in 
the province under the jurisdiction of DPWH District 
1 Office headed by MDM LINDA SANTOS, a native 
of Bulacan.

The project cost, the level 1 section alone is a 
whooping P43 MILLION.

We cannot afford to let our peoples’ money to go to 
waste just because of a mere error where the lives and 
properties of every Tarlaqueño is at peril.

We have consulted ENGR. JESUS CAWIGAN, the 
city Engineering head and assured us that the city 
government through MAYOR CRISTY C. ANGELES 
would act even if only one tax payer files a complaint 
and ask for assistance and through a directive and 
memo coming from the executive office, would also 
conduct inspection because it is within the jurisdiction 
of the city government. It is the mandate of Mayor 
Angeles to protect and ensure the welfare of her 
constituents that she has sworn to serve.

In retrospect, the said damaged area due to the 
onslaught of typhoon Yolanda, has revealed the extent 
of alleged corruption which saw a large portion of it 
without the necessary slope protection (walang bakal 
at puro buhangin ang laman instead of solid soil and 
covered by metal pile).

Now that we are doing what is right, we cannot 
afford to commit another mistake at the expense of 
our peoples’ lives and properties.

Ika nga, ONE IS ENOUGH and TWO is TOO 
MUCH.

TAMA NA. TIGILAN NA ang pagkakamali.
We must learn from the previous mistake and be 

vigilant to protect our peoples’ welfare - even the lives 
and properties of our people is at stake (BUHAY AT 
PAG-AARI NG ATING MGA MAMAMAYAN ANG 
NAKASALALAY DITO).

next issue, 
G o d 
willing.

-ooo-
WATCH “ANG TANGING DAAN” AT FACEBOOK: 
Please watch “Ang Tanging Daan”, a Bible exposition 
and prayer session for everyone, in English and Filipino, 
at  www.facebook.com/angtangingdaan.  Reactions: 
0917 984 24 68, 0918 574 0193, 0977 805 9058. Email: 
batasmauricio@yahoo.com.

Ang Boses ng Masa
          ...from page 5

OF THE WEEK
Mula sa issue na ito ay mag papalabas kami ng isang halimbawa ng fake news (basahin 

ang balita sa ibaba)  na nagmumula sa social media. Ang layunin nito ay para mabigyan ng 
kaukulang linaw at awareness ang ating mga mambabasa. 

Kami ay humihiling sa publiko na parating maging mapagmatyag at magsiyasat bago 
paniwalaan at i-share  ang mga nagkalat na fake news sa social media (Facebook, etc). Hin-
di katulad ng isang lehitimong media outfit na maari ninyong habulin, ihabla at panagutin 
kung maglalabas ito ng fake news, maraming mga bali-balita sa social media ay walang 
ibang layunin kung hindi manlinlang. You have been informed and forwarned according-
ly./By: The Publisher, Tarlac Weekender

FAKE NEWS - BE FORWARNED 
HUWAG MAGING-TANGA! GAMITIN ANG COMMON SENSE!

Source:	www.tv-bbc.com	
Philippines Favored in Trump’s Immigration War as He 

Approves 30 Days Visa-Free Travel Policy – BBCTV
The United States President, Donald Trump has signed an executive order to allow Filipinos 

travel to the United States without visas for only 
30 days.

The new order, serving as a change in visa policy 
for Filipinos traveling to the United States, would 
permit them stay in the U.S for a maximum period 
of 30 days for Tourism or Business purposes only. 
Stay over 30 days would therefore require a visa.

Trump says this measure is to strengthen trade 
between the United States and Philippines.

However, Filipinos who hold dual nationality 
will be banned from entering the United States 
if their other passport is from Syria, Iraq, Iran, 
Sudan, Libya, Somalia and Yemen — the seven 
Muslim-majority countries “of concern”.

It has emerged that trade and bilateral visa deals 
have been discussed by Trump and Head of Mission of Philippines in the United States.

A source at the White House has hinted that Trump may revoke Australia’s opportunity of trav-
eling to the United States without visas after canceling all trade deals with the country.

Allowing Filipinos to the United States freely is not the only order signed into force by Trump 
since assuming office. He has signed five new executive orders – including one to expedite envi-
ronmental review and approval of high-priority infrastructure projects.....

ports stated there were only around 32.5 to 36 percent 
“drug-affected barangays” in the country. The figure by 
April 2017 has risen to 48 percent of the 42,000 total 
barangays in the Philippines. Why? Do these numbers 
suggest that the drug war has been a failure?

• How are barangays “cleared” of drug affectation? Can 
“cleared” barangays return to “affected” status? How?

• The PNP organization and Tokhang/Double Barrel: 
What has happened to the men, funds, and resources of 
the PNP-Anti-Illegal Drugs Group that General Bato 
dissolved after the Jee Ick Joo murder? Which agencies 
call the shots on what barangays should be targeted for 
drug operations? What clearances and other requirements 
(from PDEA, PNP command) must ground units secure 
before an operation? How long is the entire process of 
planning to actual conduct to documentation of a police 
operation against illegal drugs?

• Cases filed for those arrested in police operations: 
Why so few compared to the numbers of those arrested? 
Who are the witnesses? Prosecutors? In which courts 
filed?

• Cases filed for DUI cases: In which courts have these 
cases been filed? Who are the respondents? Why so few 
compared to number of DUI incidents? Why are so few 
suspected arrested? Who are the prosecutors/defense 
lawyers in these cases?

• Complaints filed by families of those killed in drug 
operations: Does PNP monitor? How many cases in all 
had been filed, and where? Who are the respondent PNP 
personnel and units? What is the typical case disposition 

rate for all these cases?
• Budget for Tokhang/Double Barrel: PCIJ has request-

ed data from PNP Directorate for Comptrollership, which 
tossed our request to PNP Directorate for Operations, but 
you tossed back our request to the PNP Comptrollership. 
Why? Which agency in PNP has the answers? Why is 
there no transparency about this matter?

• Budget for Tokhang/Double Barrel: What are the top 
expense items? What are your sources of funds? Which/
who are the disbursing officers? What are the rules for 
reporting on disbursements and requesting fund support? 
What are the gaps in the PNP personnel’s equipage/
resources needed for Tokhang/Double Barrel?

• High-Value Targets: What has happened to the wad 
of alleged intelligence reports on drug coddlers among 
generals and local/barangay officials that President 
Duterte shows off in public? What has happened to the 
generals Duterte has linked to the drug trade early on? 
How many barangay officials, local officials, police 
officers and men are alleged coddlers of drug pushers? 
What does PNP plan to do about them? What is the status 
of your investigation into each case?

• Surrenderees data files: How big is the data cache on 
the 1.2-million surrenderees by now? If encoded, how 
big is this file by gigabytes? Who or which agencies have 
access to this file? Should surrenderees worry that this 

file is a virtu-
al dossier on 
them as target-
ed persons in 
the drug war?

• Tokhang/
Double Bar-
rel subjects: 
Why are those 
killed, arrest-
ed ,  su r r en -
dered over-
whelmingly 
poor and from 
poor commu-
nities? Why 
are there so 
few rich and 
p r o m i n e n t 
persons  a r-
rested? Why 
are there just 
a small num-
ber of raids 
conducted in 
posh villages, 
and smaller 
vo lumes  o f 
n o n - s h a b u 
drugs seized 
by the police?
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Editorial
          ...from page 4

In separate interviews, Chief Presidential Legal 
Counsel Salvador Panelo and Philippine National 
Police (PNP) chief Director General Ronald dela Rosa 
said Duterte was “very lively” and “upbeat” when they 
had separate phone conversations with him during his 
period of rest.

The President’s health was the focus of a media briefing 
at the Palace on Thursday, Duterte’s 4th straight day of 
rest. This is the longest he has gone without any official 
activities.

His last public appearance was on Sunday evening, 
June 11, when he witnessed the arrival honors for 
Marines who were killed in Marawi City./Rappler.com

Villar won’t file bill vs ‘unlimited’ rice
MA N I L A  -  R i c e -

loving Filipinos have 
nothing to worry about. 
It  turns out that Sen. 
Cynthia Villar will not be 
proposing a law banning 
the serving of unli rice 
(short for unlimited rice) 
in restaurants after all.

“I  am not  planning 
to make a law banning 
unli rice, not at all,” Villar 
made this clarification in 
a statement on Thursday 
following reports that she 
would ban unli rice noting 
that Filipinos should be 
into healthier eating habits.

Villar, chair of the Senate 
Committee on Agriculture 
and Food, said that she was 
simply concerned because 
“eating too much rice is one 
of the main causes of high 
blood sugar that leads to 
diabetes.”

She said that despite 
her concerns for Filipinos’ 
health, she acknowledged 
that she could not prevent 
Filipinos from enjoying rice 
to their heart’s content.

“I cannot prevent people 
from eating unlimited 
amount of rice. It is their 
choice. It was just a genuine 
expression of concern on 
my part,” she further said.

Citing several studies, 
Villar said that the risk 
of acquiring diabetes has 
increased by 11 percent 
due to the consumption of 
a plate of rice. She pointed 
out that several experts have 
recommended consuming 
brown rice instead as it 
decreases the chances of 
acquiring diabetes by 16 
percent.

Vi l lar  earl ier  urged 
t h e  D e p a r t m e n t s  o f 

Agriculture, Social Welfare 
and Development and 
Health to spearhead better 
programs meant to ensure 
good nutrition and health 
especially among the youth.

She suggested that each 
school in the country 
incorporate vegetable 
gardening.

“I have recommended 
t o  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t 
departments and they 
are doing it in some areas 
already to incorporate 
vegetable gardening in 
schools in the feeding 
program, for instance,” 
Villar said.

“They can also source 
the ingredients locally, 
particularly the perishable 
produce, to help the small 
farmers and cooperatives,” 
she  a d d e d.  (Azer 	 N.	
Parrocha/PNA)

Pres. Duterte’s health a 
public concern — Lacson
MANILA - Sen. Panfilo Lacson 

on Friday said the public 
deserves to know the current state 
of health of Pres. Rodrigo Duterte 
as it is a public concern.

“The health of the president of 
any country is not his or his family’s 
private affair alone. It is a matter of 
public concern,” Lacson said in a 
statement.

“Having said that, it behooves 
Malacanang to disclose the current 
state of health of the president if only 
to quell any speculation about his 
health. The public deserves nothing 
less,” he added.

Lacson made this statement 
following speculations that the 
President is ill as he was noticeably 
absent from public eye for the past 
several days.

The  Pres ident  missed  the 
Independence Day ceremonies at 
Rizal Park last Monday, fueling 
speculations that he is sick.

Malacanang, however, assured 
that the President is well and merely 

needed time to “rest.”
“The President is well. The 

President just needs (some rest)… 
After all, you have to consider that 
he has been on the road for at least 
23 days fulfilling his martial law 
supervision. It has been really brutal 
so we have to allow him this kind 
of rest,” Presidential spokesperson 
Ernesto Abella said in a previous 
Palace briefing.

Lacson, meanwhile, said that he 
is sure that the public would surely 
understand that the President was 
stressed by recent events.

“...The President is presently 
exposed to all kinds of stress 
and physical exhaustion due to 
numerous problems besetting the 
country, not to mention the sight 
of our soldiers being transported 
in coffins by military aircraft with 
all the grieving families waiting 
to bring them to their respective 
provinces. That indeed is very 
stressful,” Lacson said.	 (Azer	N.	
Parrocha/PNA)

Effects of revenue measures 
in tax reform ‘muted’
MANILA - The effects 

o f  t h e  r e v e nu e -
enhancing provisions of 
the proposed Tax Reform 
for  Ac c e l e r at i on  and 
Inclusion Act (TRAIN) 
w i l l  b e  “m u t e d”  f o r 
ordinary Filipinos and will 
even provide for a family 
of four earning P25,000 a 
month an annual windfall 
of more than P15,000, the 
Department of Finance 
(DOF) said.

Finance Undersecretary 
Karl Kendrick Chua said that 
contrary to the erroneous 
and bloated computations 
made by critics, the effects 
of the reforms proposed 
in the VAT and the excise 
tax system under TRAIN 
“will be minimal because 
complementary measures 
to  mit igate  any pr ice 
increases arising from the 
tax adjustments are also 

provided under the bill. “
For instance, the claim 

that a house rental of P9,000 
a month would increase to 
more than P12,000 under 
TRAIN is false because 
there would be no increase 
at all under the bill that 
was approved by the House 
of Representatives before 
the Congress adjourned 
sine die last May 31. This is 
because the far majority of 
lessors have revenues below 
the VAT threshold and are 
therefore exempted.

Also, electricity rates 
for households consuming 
around 200 KW/hour a 
mont h  w i l l  on ly  p ay  
additional P70 a month, 
which is  far less than 
the puffed-up estimate 
of P3,600 as claimed by 
TRAIN critics, Chua said.

House Bill No. 5636 or 
the proposed TRAIN, was 

approved on third and final 
reading on May 31 by a 246-
9 vote with one abstention 
last May 31.

“ T h e  D O F  e x p e c t s 
potential price increases to 
be muted and complemented 
with programs to mitigate 
any price increases under 
TRAIN. All in all, a family 
with a head of household 
earning PHP 25,000 a 
month and with 2 children 
can expect  to  benef it 
an addit ional P15,512 
annually,” Chua said.

As for house rentals of 
P10,000 and below, Chua 
explained that while the 
VAT exemptions for this 
category were not explicitly 
removed under HB 5636, 
properties rented out by 
smaller property owners 
with annual revenues not 
exceeding the proposed 
VAT threshold of P3 million 

a year remain exempted.
Chua said public transport 

fares are also supposed to remain 
the same because “legitimate 
public transportation operators 
with valid franchises will be 
covered under the government’s 
Pantawid Pasada program.”

HB 5636 provides for this 
Pantawid program, in which 
drivers of public utility vehicles 
will be given cash cards, to “offset 
the potential price increase in 
fuel, hence there would be no 
need for fare increases,” Chua 
said.

For liquefied petroleum gas 

(LPG), Chua said the increase per 
year under TRAIN will only amount 
to P548.

In all, taking into account other 
expenses such as rice, fish, sugar, 
coffee, milk and other food items 
and basic necessities, a family of 
four with two dependents will incur 
additional expenses of P4,488 per 
year, which will be offset by the 
P20,000 annual increase in their 
take-home pay or a net benefit of 
P15,512 as a result of the lowering 
of personal income tax rates under 
TRAIN, Chua said.

He said the DOF estimates the 
inflationary impact of the oil excise 
only to be around 0.9 percent on top 
of the usual inflation.

“The DOF’s computation is even 
higher than the estimates of the 
Bangko Sentral ng Pilipinas of 0.6 
percent increase, the authority on 
prices and inflation. The critics’ 
estimate is much higher at 5 to 
6 percent, that’s why their price 
increase estimates for food items are 
significantly higher,” 
Chua said.

F i n a n c e 
Secretary Carlos 
Dominguez III 
said the DOF will 
continue to hold 
dia logues  with 
senators during 
t h e  re m a i n i n g 
w e e k s  o f  t h e 
c o n g r e s s i o n a l 
break to explain 
to them the merits 

of tax reform package and convince 
them to retain the original DOF-
endorsed version outlined in Cua’s 
HB 4774.  

Dominguez said he hopes the 
Senate will retain the original features 
of TRAIN under HB 4774 to optimize 
the bill’s revenue gains, which were 
trimmed under the House-approved 
version.

A n  i n c re a s i n g  nu m b e r  o f 
international financial institutions 
have lauded HB 5636’s approval 
as a positive step to reforming the 
country’s tax system and boosting 
revenue, and a testament to the 
Duterte administration’s decisive 
leadership and firm resolve to pursue 
broad economic reforms and ensure 
the financial viability of its ambitious 
public investment program.

HB 5636 will yield P1.163-trillion 
net revenues from 2018 to 2022 
with the complementary measures, 
compared to P1.266 trillion under 
the original proposal, Chua said. 
(DOF)
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tarlacweekender Feature PCIJ asks PNP, PDEA, DDB: Why 

inflate, deflate, reboot numbers?
By Philippine Center for Investigative Journalism

For PDir. Camilo Pancratius Cascolan, PNP Directorate 
for Operations and Double Barrel Secretariat, 

interview conducted on May 23, 2017, at the PNP 
National Headquarters in Quezon City:

• How should the PNP measure the success of the 
drug war?

• How does the PNP derive its numbers of those killed, 
arrested, surrendered, houses visited, operations conduct-
ed? Who are your sources? Have you made mistakes?

• What are your baseline numbers: starting figures 
and latest figures? How does the PNP track its drug war 
accomplishments in the regions? What reporting and 
verification mechanisms are in place?

• The 1.2 million “surrenderees”: Does PNP have 
disaggregated data on how many are active drug users, 
and how many, inactive drug users?

• The number of surrenderees and the houses visited: 
Is there a direct correlation, as the PDEA formula for 
estimating the total number of drug users seems to 
suggest? How many surrenderees turned up at barangay 

-continued from last week-

assemblies and were not visited at their homes?
• Of the “DUI” cases: How does PNP determine 

who are DUI victims and who had been killed in po-
lice operations? How many DUI had triggered cases 
filed in court? Why so few? Why so many suspects at 
large? Are DUIs not a matter of failure by the PNP?

• Why has the PNP stopped reporting numbers of 
guns seized from drug suspects and victims of DUI 
cases? How many guns in all had been seized by the 
PNP in the last 10 months? Where are these guns? 
What are your findings about the sources of these 
guns?

• Internal cleansing: How many in the PNP are 
subjects of investigation? Who are they by rank and 
assignment? What is the process and findings of the 
investigation conducted?

• Ten months hence,in PNP’s assessment, what is 
the direction of the drug war? Slowing down?Consis-
tently moving? How many cases had been resolved? 
Why are there are there more unresolved than resolved 

cases? Why is the PNP not disclosing results of its internal 
cleansing investigation?

• “Operation Lawmen” assigns rewards to PNP personnel 
and units for drugs seized in operations. How much had 
been given out as rewards for which units? How much and 
where is this reward money enrolled in the national budget?

• Police operations: About 53,000 anti-drug operations 
had been conducted as of this week. What is the process for 
planning an operation and getting clearance from PDEA? 
Do Tokhang operations often turn into instant police op-
erations? Why are there so many buy-bust operations and 
shootout incidents?

• How many PNP personnel had been killed and wound-
ed in drug operations from 10 months ago? How do these 
numbers compare with the numbers of those killed and 
wounded before Double Barrel?

• Shabu/drugs haul: What reference price should be used 
in your report? Low-grade and high-grade shabu found in 
most of those killed?

• PDEA says the average drug user consumes about 0.4 
grams of shabu per day. What is the PNP’s estimate? How 
many drug pushers in all? What is the typical/average net-
work of a drug pusher, by the number of users they sell to?

• How many PNP personnel had been deployed in Tokha-
ng/Double Barrel operations? Are there “quotas” (opera-
tions conducted, numbers of arrested, surrendered, houses 
visited) that the PNP units must deliver? What happens to 
units that deliver below expectation?

• PDEA says the drug war must reduce barangay affec-
tation levels by 30 per cent per year. Does PNP have its 
own accomplishment targets? Does ICAD have its own, 
i.e. numbers of arrested, surrendered, houses visited, re-
habilitation rate, and reintegration rate?

• What are the PNP’s protocols in operations leading to 
violent deaths? Were SOCO teams deployed in all the cases 
of those killed in the drug war? Where are the reports?

• Has PNP monitored what happens to the bodies of those 
killed? There are reports of bodies of indigent victims left 
unclaimed in a number of morgues. What does PNP plan 
to do about this? Has PNP offered assistance to the victims’ 
families?

• The affidavits of the surrenderees: How are these col-
lated by which agencies? Where are these affidavits kept? 
What purposes do these affidavits serve the PNP? Are 
these affidavits in effect reference for operations in future 
of the PNP? Why require surrenderees to report weekly to 
barangay officials who often do not know what counseling 
services to offer?

• Women and children arrested/surrendered about 55,000 
in all, or less than five percent of 1.2 million total surren-
derees. Has PNP sorted the data on surrendereees by age, 
income status, educational attainment, profession/job, 
religion, and civil status?

• The estimates of total drug dependents, total drug trade, 
total numbers of killed, arrested, surrendered: How does 
PNP derive its numbers? Until December 2016, PNP Chief 
de la Rosa was using 1.6 million as the PNP estimate of 
total drug dependents, while the President has consistently 
used four million? Why?

• “Barangay affectation”: What is the concept about? 
In July 2016, before Tokhang/Double Barrel started, re-
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