
Sermon 54: Revelation 19:11-21: The Rider on the White Horse

OUTLINE

The Rider
The battle

INTRODUCTION

When you watch a battle scene on a movie these days there is immense emphasis on the 
sights and sounds, the blood and gore.  The portion before us looks at the last battle when 
satan’s forces are overcome by Christ, but notice where the emphasis lies.  The emphasis is 
not upon the gory details, the final overthrow of the enemies is only briefly mentioned.  
Instead the detail is reserved to describe the Rider on the White Horse and how He fulfils 
the promises of God.  The details of the final battle between the forces of Christ and evil are
given in such a way not to satisfy our morbid curiosity and voyeurism but rather to glorify 
Christ and show how God is keeping His promises.

The Rider

The book of Revelation has had many endings so far.  The end has been pictured as a great 
earthquake 6:12-17; it has been portrayed as the temple of God being opened 11:19; the 
picture of the double harvest was used in 14:14-20; and boulder sized hailstones in 16:21.  
But now for the first time do we have an explicit mention of Christ Himself coming and being
described.  This was the promise made at the beginning of the book, 1:7, ‘Behold, he is 
coming with the clouds, and every eye will see him, even those who pierced him, and all 
tribes of the earth will wail on account of him. Even so. Amen.’  God has repeated the 
ending many times in this book always adding detail and making additional points.  As the 
end of the book draws nearer these most important details have been saved till last.  Lets 
look then at this Rider and then at the battle.

V11, ‘Then I saw heaven opened, and behold, a white horse! The one sitting on it is called 
Faithful and True, and in righteousness he judges and makes war.’  The chronology of this 
vision following the last follows the chronology of chapter 17:16.  In that vision we saw the 
beast first destroying Babylon.  We have seen the fall of Babylon, chapter 18 and now this 
vision deals with the overcoming of the beast and his armies.  The devil gets his own special
mention and his ending comes in chapter 20.  In this vision we see Jesus riding on a war 
horse not a donkey of peace.  The horse is white most likely to represent His holiness.  He is
called ‘Faithful and True,’ this is a title of deity ascribed to the God who rescues His people in
3 Maccabees 2:11.  The phrase, ‘and in righteousness He judges and makes war,’ is the 
meaning of the titles.  

There is a lot of talk about holy war, there is Jihad, there are the crusades, but this is the 
true holy war.  Christ coming as judge to cleanse God’s creation of sin.  The OT armies of 
Israel cleansing the land were an eschatological intrusion of this moment, they were 
foreshadowing this day.  It is interesting to note that despite all the death and judging that 
is going to come, it is done by Faithful and True.  There will be no casualties of war, no 
innocent bystanders, no friendly fire, and no war crimes tribunal.  When Christ comes for 
judgement, all who have broken God’s law will receive their due.  

V12, ‘His eyes are like a flame of fire, and on his head are many diadems, and he has a 
name written that no one knows but himself.’  His eyes with which He sees all our sins and 



knows all our crimes against God are like a purifying fire.   This is a symbol of His effective 
and purifying justice.  He wears many crowns because of His authority to rule and judge.  If 
we look at who else wears crowns in Revelation we see it is the enemies of God in mockery 
and self-promotion.  The significance of the name is more difficult to understand.  Some 
think that the hiddenness of the name is the same as the unique knowledge the Father and 
Son share of each other yet others know them still so that the name is known and revealed 
later.  Or it could be a repeat of Ex. 6:3 where a covenantal name is revealed.  Some think it
indicates that no one has power over Him as this was a superstition that to know ones name
gave you power over them.  It is hard to know.  

V13, ‘He is clothed in a robe dipped in blood, and the name by which he is called is The 
Word of God.’  This verse puts Christ in the role that God took in Is. 63:1-3.  In the OT text 
God was judging His people, here Christ is judging the world.  Some have tried to reason 
that it is not the blood of the nations but His own blood because this detail is chronologically
prior to judgement.  However, we need to remember that this is a vision and the nature of 
vision is not follow strict chronology but to use obvious symbols to relate truths.  The 
obvious truth is that Christ is coming with His work clothes on ready to judge.  He is coming 
for war not peace, to judge not to save.  Why He is revealed as the Word of God is difficult 
to know, I suspect it has something to do with the fact that creation was originally made by 
the Word of God, and now Christ comes to end the old order and recreate all things for God.

V14, ‘And the armies of heaven, arrayed in fine linen, white and pure, were following him on
white horses.’  Who are these who will come with Christ, the saints, or the angels?  17:14 
mentions those who war with the Lamb against His enemies as being the church.  We 
participate in His holiness, and though we will be more witnesses than participants on that 
day, those who have died will be resurrected and return with Him, and those who are alive 
will be changed, meet Him in the air and return with Him.  

V15, ‘From his mouth comes a sharp sword with which to strike down the nations, and he 
will rule them with a rod of iron. He will tread the winepress of the fury of the wrath of God 
the Almighty.’  Several verses from the OT form the background to this vision, Is. 49:2; 
11:14; Ps. 2:9; Is. 63:2-6.  The sword which often in the first century represented the 
authority of law because of its power to behead and administer the death penalty (Rom. 
13:4) is put in the mouth of Christ.  This picture combines His authority to judge with the 
divine power of speaking things into being and they come to pass.  
The rod is a shepherd’s tool, it is a tool for the good of the sheep, to separate, steer and 
chasten, but it is also a terror to enemies.  In this context the picture is not one of ruling but
acting in vengeance, to administer skull-crushing deathblows.
Treading the winepress of God’s wrath is a self-explanatory picture used often to speak of 
God’s judgement.

V16, ‘On his robe and on his thigh he has a name written, King of kings and Lord of lords.’  
This is similar to a title used of God by Nebuchadnezzar in the LXX in Dan. 4:37.  This title 
reminds us who is really in charge, who has the right to rule, to Him we have to give an 
account, and who will finally judge us.

Friends each of these symbols is put forward to impress upon us the reality of final 
judgement.  There is a day coming when Jesus is coming with unstoppable power to punish 
those who deserve it.  There will be known who are overlooked in the crowd, none who will 
be given passes or second chances.  If we want to be ready for that day we need to turn to 
Christ now, we must not wait.  We must forsake seductive Babylon, the lies of false religion 
and not give in to the pressures to conform to godless ideas, and we must hold to the truth 



of Christ as Saviour and Lord.  When He returns He is coming to judge all those who are 
part of Babylon, who have followed the spirit of this age, who have rejected His right to rule
you.  Turn to Him today, for we do not know when He will return.  

The battle

The victory of the battle is a foregone conclusion and so the angelic announcement is in the 
form of birds being invited to feast on the dead after a battle, v17-18, ‘Then I saw an angel 
standing in the sun, and with a loud voice he called to all the birds that fly directly overhead,
"Come, gather for the great supper of God, 18 to eat the flesh of kings, the flesh of 
captains, the flesh of mighty men, the flesh of horses and their riders, and the flesh of all 
men, both free and slave, both small and great."’  This language is borrowed from Ezek. 
39:17-20, ‘"As for you, son of man, thus says the Lord GOD: Speak to the birds of every sort
and to all beasts of the field, 'Assemble and come, gather from all around to the sacrificial 
feast that I am preparing for you, a great sacrificial feast on the mountains of Israel, and 
you shall eat flesh and drink blood. 18 You shall eat the flesh of the mighty, and drink the 
blood of the princes of the earth---of rams, of lambs, and of he-goats, of bulls, all of them 
fat beasts of Bashan. 19 And you shall eat fat till you are filled, and drink blood till you are 
drunk, at the sacrificial feast that I am preparing for you. 20 And you shall be filled at my 
table with horses and charioteers, with mighty men and all kinds of warriors,' declares the 
Lord GOD.’  This was God’s declaration against Gog and Magog, OT enemies of God’s 
people, now used as a symbol of the churches enemies, 20:8.  Why use these OT enemies 
in particular?  Because there are explcit verses which talk about God’s desire to magnify His 
glory, Ezek. 39:7, ‘"And my holy name I will make known in the midst of my people Israel, 
and I will not let my holy name be profaned anymore. And the nations shall know that I am 
the LORD, the Holy One in Israel.’  V21, ‘"And I will set my glory among the nations, and all 
the nations shall see my judgment that I have executed, and my hand that I have laid on 
them.’  When OT texts are used, it is often because there is something in the context which 
is associated with the portion that God intends to communicate.  This seems to be what He 
wants to say here.  

V19, ‘And I saw the beast and the kings of the earth with their armies gathered to make war
against him who was sitting on the horse and against his army.’  In a movie when standing 
on a battle field there would be the usual shots of the armies lined up against each other 
and a slow pan over the ranks.  V19 acts as this slow pan.  The particular enemies 
mentioned are the beast and the kings with their armies.  In other words, the satanically 
united and influenced forces that stand against the Church.  The evidence of the NT points 
to a final attempt under the influence of an antichrist figure to crush the church out of 
existence.  This battle scene is the picture for that event.  This is the same battle described 
in 16:14, and 20:8.  

At this point you expect the picture to begin moving in slow motion and a 45 minute battle 
scene to put The Lord of the Rings to shame to begin, but no.  It leaps ahead to the ending 
with no nail biting, cliffhanging, keeping you guessing, turns in the plot.  V20, ‘And the beast
was captured, and with it the false prophet who in its presence had done the signs by which
he deceived those who had received the mark of the beast and those who worshiped its 
image. These two were thrown alive into the lake of fire that burns with sulfur. 21 And the 
rest were slain by the sword that came from the mouth of him who was sitting on the horse,
and all the birds were gorged with their flesh.’  The two lackeys of the devil, the beast and 
the false prophet are mentioned as POWs, but there is no Geneva Convention rules of war 
here, it is time for their punishment are they are thrown into hell in judgment.  The armies 
themselves are wiped out and the picture of the vultures landing to get their fill is 



completed.  Total slaughter, total defeat; no possible chance of withstanding Christ, this is 
the message.  One day He will return, and every enemy no matter how powerful it may 
appear will be crushed and will get their just deserts.  

Once again we must emphasize the simple message of this portion.  This is good news for 
all those who have sworn their allegiance to Christ, who have turned from sin and are 
pursuing holiness.  But for all those who are following the demonically inspired ideas of this 
age, who have bought into the religious or irreligious notions that are about which lead you 
from faith in Christ, for all those who have decided to follow the pleasures of the flesh in 
pursuit of what Babylon offers, for them there is only the certainty of judgement.  Turn now,
see the truth that there is a devil who deceives and moves humanity against God, be set 
free from his lies and manipulation and come to the true King who will one day come and 
end the nightmare.      
   
     


