
Sermon 39: Revelation 11:7-19: The End of the Ages

OUTLINE

The final war
The final vindication
The final judgement

INTRODUCTION

Pessimism or optimism, what view do you have of the church at the end?  There are those 
who think that the church will Christianize the world; that Christ’s return will be at the end 
of a golden era of Christendom.  The verses that we have before us tell us a very different 
story.  You will remember that chapter 11 is all about the church, represented as the 
measured but trodden temple, as well as the persecuted but preserved prophets.  We have 
shown that the church throughout the church age will be like Christ was in His earthly 
ministry.  As goes the Head so goes the body, as goes the King so goes the kingdom.  
Christ’s earthly ministry was characterised by resistance, persecution, humility and 
conquering through sacrifice, likewise our ministry on earth will be characterised by 
resistance, persecution, humility and conquering through sacrifice, as the Father sent Christ 
so have we been sent.  Faithful witness in a hostile world is our lot.  And just as Christ’s 
whole ministry was resisted and then culminated in an intensified resistance and murder, we
see the church goes the same way.

The verses that we have before us are a symbolic representation of the end of the ages, the
last few events on God’s calendar before Christ returns.  You will notice that there is a final 
battle where the church is apparently overcome putting to bed any notions of a golden age 
preceding Christ’s return.  However, as with Christ we see that His church is resurrected and
vindicated, and then all those enemies that appeared so strong and appeared to overcome 
the church will be finally judged. 

The final war

V7, ‘And when they have finished their testimony, the beast that rises from the bottomless 
pit will make war on them and conquer them and kill them.’  This verse is indicating the end
of the period where we proclaim the gospel to the nations.  The beast will be allowed to 
make war on the saints and overcome them for a short period, but then Christ will return 
and all enemies will be crushed.  Let me put a bit of a timeline together for us.

Firstly, Matthew 24:14, ‘And this gospel of the kingdom will be proclaimed throughout the 
whole world as a testimony to all nations, and then the end will come.’  Christ gives us this 
marker on the calendar of events at the end.  The two witnesses which represent the church
have finished their task and now the end can come.  



Secondly, the restrainer must be removed, 2 Thess. 2:6-7, ‘And you know what is 
restraining him now so that he may be revealed in his time. 7 For the mystery of 
lawlessness is already at work. Only he who now restrains it will do so until he is out of the 
way.’  There is a lot of speculation about who the restrainer is.  Some think it is the Jewish 
state, others the Roman empire, some the preaching of the gospel, some the Holy Spirit, 
some the angel of Rev. 20 who binds satan, others God’s providence.  I am inclined towards
an angel being the restrainer but this does not matter in the final analysis.  

Thirdly, with the restrainer removed, the final antichrist, the man of sin can be revealed, 
Paul in talking to the Thessalonians comes across several parties of those who have a wrong
view of the second coming.  There are those who feel that all who have died already will not
be taken when Jesus returns, there are those who are lazy while waiting, and there are 
those who are being told that Jesus has already come.  In 2 Thess. 2 Paul writes to correct 
this error pointing out that two major events have to happen first, the apostasy and the 
revelation of the man of sin, 2 Thess. 2:3, ‘Let no one deceive you in any way. For that day 
will not come, unless the rebellion comes first, and the man of lawlessness is revealed, the 
son of destruction.’  This is the event that Rev. 11:7 is reflecting on, the rise of the beast 
who wages war against the church.

Fourthly, the rise of the antichrist will result in deception and an apostasy, 2 Thess. 2:9-11, 
‘The coming of the lawless one is by the activity of Satan with all power and false signs and 
wonders, 10 and with all wicked deception for those who are perishing, because they 
refused to love the truth and so be saved. 11 Therefore God sends them a strong delusion, 
so that they may believe what is false, 12 in order that all may be condemned who did not 
believe the truth but had pleasure in unrighteousness.’
These delusions lead the beast to unite the world against the church for war.  Different 
parts of scripture add different details to this event, Rev. 16:12-16 adds some more detail, 
‘The sixth angel poured out his bowl on the great river Euphrates, and its water was dried 
up, to prepare the way for the kings from the east. 13 And I saw, coming out of the mouth 
of the dragon and out of the mouth of the beast and out of the mouth of the false prophet, 
three unclean spirits like frogs. 14 For they are demonic spirits, performing signs, who go 
abroad to the kings of the whole world, to assemble them for battle on the great day of God
the Almighty. 15 ("Behold, I am coming like a thief! Blessed is the one who stays awake, 
keeping his garments on, that he may not go about naked and be seen exposed!") 16 And 
they assembled them at the place that in Hebrew is called Armageddon.’  We see that the 
beast who assembles the world against the church meets for a final battle in Armageddon, 
this is the same battle of 19:19-20, ‘And I saw the beast and the kings of the earth with 
their armies gathered to make war against him who was sitting on the horse and against his
army. 20 And the beast was captured, and with it the false prophet who in its presence had 
done the signs by which he deceived those who had received the mark of the beast and 
those who worshiped its image. These two were thrown alive into the lake of fire that burns 
with sulfur.’  Whereas these verses stress the defeat of the beast, 11:7 stresses the 
casualties that the church experiences at this time.



Amillennialists would add that the so called millennium of Rev. 20 is merely a parallel 
reading of this same period.  The devil is restrained from deceiving the earth to unite them 
in battle against the church, but when the symbolic 1000 years is up, this would be the time
that the church finishes its worldwide witness, satan then through the beast deludes the 
nations and attempts to wipe out the church.

V8-11, ‘and their dead bodies will lie in the street of the great city that symbolically is called 
Sodom and Egypt, where their Lord was crucified. 9 For three and a half days some from 
the peoples and tribes and languages and nations will gaze at their dead bodies and refuse 
to let them be placed in a tomb, 10 and those who dwell on the earth will rejoice over them 
and make merry and exchange presents, because these two prophets had been a torment 
to those who dwell on the earth.’  Many have taken the great city here to be Jerusalem 
because of the reference to Christ having been crucified there.  However, this is better seen 
as Babylon.  The reference to the symbolic nature of the city being Sodom and Egypt fits 
well the portrayal of Babylon as the one who is drunk on the blood of the saints and 
wantonly immoral.  In 18:21 Babylon is called the great city.  The world will enjoy an 
apparent victory over the church, but we will see that the gates of hell cannot prevail 
against it.  

The key thing I would like you to consider as you look at this paradoxical picture is God’s 
way of working through defeat.  You have probably heard of the phrase, ‘strategic retreat.’  
This is what we see happening in the text before us.  God has often used the way of 
strategic retreat.  Think of the story of Joseph.  Joseph was promised glory, that his family 
would honour him, but instead we see him being sold as a slave and becoming a prisoner 
for doing the right thing.  However, by allowing Joseph to be bound for thirteen years in 
obscurity and enslavement God worked it all so that many lives were saved and the least 
became the greatest; the weakest became the strongest.  
Or think of the story of Sarah.  She was barren and old and could not humanly speaking be 
a mother, yet God promised that it would be through her that the saviour of the human 
race, the seed of the woman of Gen. 3:15 would be born and through whom all the nations 
of the earth would be blessed.
Or think of Christ Himself, He like the witnesses was apparently overcome but only to finally 
conquer.
This should teach us to live by faith, to not quail when things appear bad for God makes His
strength perfect in weakness.  

The final vindication

V11-14, ‘But after the three and a half days a breath of life from God entered them, and 
they stood up on their feet, and great fear fell on those who saw them. 12 Then they heard 
a loud voice from heaven saying to them, "Come up here!" And they went up to heaven in a
cloud, and their enemies watched them. 13 And at that hour there was a great earthquake, 
and a tenth of the city fell. Seven thousand people were killed in the earthquake, and the 
rest were terrified and gave glory to the God of heaven.  The second woe has passed; 
behold, the third woe is soon to come.’



We see the resurrection of the witnesses in these verses.  The idea of resurrection is a 
familiar one in the OT.  We all know the story of the valley of dry bones.  This was a vision 
of resurrection representing the Israelites who had been pulverized by the Babylonians 
being renewed by God.  The idea of resurrection has a strong notion of vindication.  Christ 
Himself was vindicated when God raised Him from the dead, and the Israelites who were 
weak and dead and overrun had the surrounding nations saying, ‘Where is their God?’  the 
idea of resurrection is one of vindication.  It is likely in this vision that the resurrection of the
apparently defeated witnesses is a picture of the resurrection of the body when Jesus comes
again, and the earthquake and fear of the people is the effect of that day when every knee 
will bow and every tongue confess that Jesus is Lord.  

The final judgement

That brings us to the 7th trumpet and the 3rd woe.  V15-19, ‘Then the seventh angel blew his
trumpet, and there were loud voices in heaven, saying, "The kingdom of the world has 
become the kingdom of our Lord and of his Christ, and he shall reign forever and ever." 16 
And the twenty-four elders who sit on their thrones before God fell on their faces and 
worshiped God, 17 saying,

"We give thanks to you, Lord God Almighty,
who is and who was,

for you have taken your great power
and begun to reign.

18 The nations raged,
but your wrath came,
and the time for the dead to be judged,

and for rewarding your servants, the prophets and saints,
and those who fear your name,
both small and great,

and for destroying the destroyers of the earth."
19 Then God's temple in heaven was opened, and the ark of his covenant was seen 
within his temple. There were flashes of lightning, rumblings, peals of thunder, an 
earthquake, and heavy hail.’  

This is clearly the end of the age.  Our reasons for saying this are 10:7 which tells us that 
the 7th trumpet will complete the mystery of God.  In v15 we see that the kingdom of the 
world becomes Christ’s.  In v18 we see that wrath is poured out, as well as the judgement 
according to works in blessing and cursing.  We see the destruction of the destroyers, 
namely satan, sin and death.  And it all ends with the whole world being exposed to the holy
of holies.  What happens when a sinner sees the very face of God, no one can see God and 
live.  And here we have the presence of God as it is symbolized by the Ark open to every 
eye and the end of all things is indicated the usual language of lightning, thunder, an 
earthquake and hail.  

You will notice that this is called the third woe but it is put in the form of worship.  The 
detail of how the destroyers will be destroyed will be explored later, for now the trumpets 



end with a happy ending to what appeared to be a sad story, a victorious ending to what 
appeared a defeat.  God uses a strategic defeat to allow the devil to use all his power and 
then easily overcomes Him by the breath of His mouth.  We must learn to live by faith and 
not sight trusting in this final ending.  We must learn to see God using weakness and not 
strength. Like Joseph and Sarah we must be faithful and wait upon the Lord.       
      

  


