
Sermon 13: 1 Samuel 12: Addressing Sin

OUTLINE

The remembrance of sin
The exposure of sin
The forgiveness of sin

INTRODUCTION

We all know what a party-pooper is, a kill joy, a wet-blanket.  In the portion that we have 
before us Saul has just had his first victory and the nation is finally united under their new 
king.  It is in the midst of this victory that Samuel stands up and ruins the mood.  As 
unwelcome as an evangelistic sermon at a wedding or a funeral Samuel fulfilling his role as 
prophet speaks about the sins of the people and leads them in a covenant renewal.  We saw
at the end of chapter 11 that Samuel took the people to Gilgal to renew the covenant, and it
all ended with rejoicing.  This chapter provides more detail.  

This is a very important chapter, it is the beginning of a new era in Israel.  Samuel has been 
functioning as both a prophet and judge.  Saul has been anointed king but there is still an 
ambiguity about who is really leading the nation.  We have Samuel standing up in this 
section and officially stepping down as judge, though he will continue to function as a 
prophet.  He uses his last speech to convict the nation of Israel of their sin and seek to help 
them recommit that they might do better under Saul.  

The remembrance of sin

To keep the peace a parent might overlook the tenth time a child disobeys.  A parent might 
ignore misbehaviour because they are tired.  But Samuel is one of those who practices the 
proverb that the bruise of a friend is more faithful than the kiss of an enemy and is willing to
disturb the peace to deal with sin.  As part of his retiring speech he points out their sins.  
Before he deals with Israel’s sin he sets them up.  In v1-5 Samuel puts himself before the 
people, on trial, and asks them to testify against him whether he has done anything wrong 
in his capacity as a judge, v3, ‘Here I am; testify against me before the LORD and before his
anointed. Whose ox have I taken? Or whose donkey have I taken? Or whom have I 
defrauded? Whom have I oppressed? Or from whose hand have I taken a bribe to blind my 
eyes with it? Testify against me and I will restore it to you.’  We hear from the people that 
Samuel has had an impeccable track record as a judge, v4, ‘They said, "You have not 
defrauded us or oppressed us or taken anything from any man's hand."  He even gets the to
commit by oath, v5, ‘And he said to them, "The LORD is witness against you, and his 
anointed is witness this day, that you have not found anything in my hand." And they said, 
"He is witness."’  

Why begin this way and get Israel to admit that Samuel was a good judge?  Because Israel 
had no legitimate excuse to put Samuel aside for Saul.  Samuel was God’s provision, and 
Israel could not find fault with him, so they are liable for rejecting Samuel for Saul.  Samuel 
has them up against the ropes, caught by their own words.  

Next Samuel proves God’s innocence and faithfulness.  V6-7, ‘And Samuel said to the people,
"The LORD is witness, who appointed Moses and Aaron and brought your fathers up out of 
the land of Egypt. 7 Now therefore stand still that I may plead with you before the LORD 
concerning all the righteous deeds of the LORD that he performed for you and for your 



fathers.’  You see to want a king is a silent criticism of God.   To want a saviour is to infer 
that God has been failing them.  So Samuel uses our favourite subject history to teach us 
that God is innocent and has never failed to provide for His people.  v6, 8 reminds Israel of 
the appointing of Moses and Aaron who led them out of Egypt.  V9 is a key verse which 
explains why Israel were oppressed by the surrounding nations, ‘But they forgot the LORD 
their God. And he sold them into the hand of Sisera, commander of the army of Hazor, and 
into the hand of the Philistines, and into the hand of the king of Moab. And they fought 
against them.’  Do you see it?  Whose fault is it that Sisera, the Philistines and the Moabites 
were able to conquer Israel?  It was their own fault.  They forgot God, they turned their 
back on God, they took out insurance on God by turning to other gods and God in His 
faithful justice chastened them.  V10-11 continues to describe God’s faithfulness, ‘And they 
cried out to the LORD and said, 'We have sinned, because we have forsaken the LORD and 
have served the Baals and the Ashtaroth. But now deliver us out of the hand of our 
enemies, that we may serve you.' 11 And the LORD sent Jerubbaal and Barak and Jephthah 
and Samuel and delivered you out of the hand of your enemies on every side, and you lived 
in safety.’  Look at it, every time the people of Israel repented God raised up a deliverer, 
Jerubbaal, Barak, Jephthah, Samuel all gifts of God’s grace to a penitent people.  Samuel 
himself is a gift of deliverance from God, how can they ask for another one to save them, 
are they blind?  Yes we all are!  

Firstly recognise that it is we who fail not God.  Secondly, notice the forgetfulness that lies at
the root of Israel’s sin.  Thirdly, in our blindness to God’s provision we seek something that 
looks like what the world has to save.  Israel has a track record of unbelief, Samuel will now 
impress upon this people, even in the midst of their celebrations that they are still sinning in
this way.

The exposure of sin

V12 brings us to the present sin of asking for a king of which Israel has not yet repented, 
‘And when you saw that Nahash the king of the Ammonites came against you, you said to 
me, 'No, but a king shall reign over us,' when the LORD your God was your king.’  We are 
seeing a typical mistake made by God’s people.  My problem is always worse than anyone 
else’s, and the extreme measures, even sinful measures that I take are understandable 
given the particular challenge that I am facing.  Nahash the man who gouged out eyes was 
a very serious threat, God through a judge would not be strong enough; we need a king.  

What a party pooper Samuel was calling a spade a spade.  Couldn’t he just leave things 
alone, why did he have to go after the sin when things had finally come together?  If the 
heart of sin lies unaddressed it will be repeated, and sin is not erased with time, but only by 
being forgiven.  The Israelites are not the only one who would plead extenuating 
circumstances, we are all guilty of emergency idolatry.  We have all replaced God with our 
idols and we have all had apparently good reasons.  Single people have pursued 
relationships with unsaved partners because loneliness is seen to be bigger than sin.  
Married people have committed adultery because mutual love and sexual satisfaction is 
bigger than sin.  We always think we have good reasons for sinning, we never do.  Samuel 
is exposing our hearts, we never have an excuse to go to anything else to replace God.  He 
never fails us, He is sufficient for us.

In this instance fear of a terrible enemy seemed good enough reason for any reasonable 
person.  But fear which is fixed on the flesh not God is forgetful of who God is as described 
in His word, and cancels out what God says by what we see or think.  They needed a 
familiar flesh sustained security blanket because God could not be trusted.  This doubt, this 



insult of His covenant faithfulness and promises, this slighting on all His past provisions is 
breaking the covenant.  Like a wife getting what she needs in her marriage from other men,
Israel wanted in man what God had already promised to provide.  Fear is a very forceful 
temptation we see it causing many to sin, Peter’s denial, Adam hiding from God and shifting 
blame, Israel at the border of the promised land, the kings of Israel who sought alliances 
with unbelieving kings, and Israel who rejected Samuel for Saul.  Christian courage is not 
that natural braveness we see in our movie heroes, where we have an absence of fear or a 
high tolerance of pain.  No Christian courage is had by all sorts of weaklings and cowards 
who are so convinced of God’s faithfulness because He who cannot lie has promised in His 
word, that this conviction causes patient and no compromise. 

Samuel as God’s representative changes his tone and moves from rebuke to grace in v13, 
‘And now behold the king whom you have chosen, for whom you have asked; behold, the 
LORD has set a king over you.’  You wrongfully chose a king, God had His own purposes and
established the king by His own mercy and power.  God gave the victory over Nahash and 
gave His Spirit to Saul for the task.  In light of their sin and God’s goodness Samuel calls for 
a recommitment, v14, ‘If you will fear the LORD and serve him and obey his voice and not 
rebel against the commandment of the LORD, and if both you and the king who reigns over 
you will follow the LORD your God, it will be well.’  To be faithful to God involves an attitude 
not merely actions, an attitude of reverence and respect from a heart that is reacting to the 
reality of God not merely playing religion.  Serving Him not false gods, obeying His voice not
your desires, and not rebelling as you have done in the past.  Committing to feel and act 
right towards God not justifying past sins or accepting your own excuses, this is 
recommitment.  

Now we can all imagine the scene among Israel.  Everyone is in a jovial mood, Nahash is 
defeated, and then Samuel is a kill joy.  Everybody rolls their eyes and waits for his 
oversensitive rant to be over.  The whole ordeal feels like sour grapes and a last attempt to 
gripe because he feels hard done by.  You don’t think your actions are that bad, you think 
the decisions made were reasonable given the threats and don’t feel your sins.  V16-17, 
‘Now therefore stand still and see this great thing that the LORD will do before your eyes. 17
Is it not wheat harvest today? I will call upon the LORD, that he may send thunder and rain.
And you shall know and see that your wickedness is great, which you have done in the sight
of the LORD, in asking for yourselves a king." 18 So Samuel called upon the LORD, and the 
LORD sent thunder and rain that day, and all the people greatly feared the LORD and 
Samuel.’  A miracle to prove that their wickedness was great.  We have better than thunder 
and lightning during a time of year that was dry, we have God becoming man and dying on 
a cross to show the severity of our sins and what is necessary to forgive them.  Sin is no 
small thing.  

The forgiveness of sins

Finally they feel their sins and ask for Samuel to pray for mercy, v19, ‘And all the people said
to Samuel, "Pray for your servants to the LORD your God, that we may not die, for we have 
added to all our sins this evil, to ask for ourselves a king.’  V20 responds with grace and 
mercy, ‘And Samuel said to the people, "Do not be afraid; you have done all this evil. Yet do 
not turn aside from following the LORD, but serve the LORD with all your heart.’  God gives 
second chances because our punishment fell on Christ.  Christians do blow it but we must 
accept this grace pick ourselves up and recommit to God.  This is Samuel’s advice to these 
sinners.  



Samuel gives two reasons for serving God faithfully.  Firstly idols cannot satisfy and 
secondly, for God’s glory.  V21-22, ‘And do not turn aside after empty things that cannot 
profit or deliver, for they are empty.  For the LORD will not forsake his people, for his great 
name's sake, because it has pleased the LORD to make you a people for himself.’  Your 
children will not give you ultimate happiness, your job, your money, sex, alcohol, travelling, 
your heart needs God for satisfaction.  Secondly, God saves us to demonstrate His glory, to 
magnify His name.  He forgives terrible sinners to show His mercy and goodness.  

Samuel assures Israel of his ongoing prayer putting us in mind of the ongoing intercession 
of Christ who perfectly intercedes to secure all that we need and to fully apply all the 
benefits of the work He has done as our mediator, v23.   Samuel ends with a call to 
faithfulness in light of all that God has done for us, and a warning as they are under the 
Mosaic covenant that unfaithfulness will be punished v24-25.  

God confronts us with our sin, it might ruin our day, it may not be believed because things 
are going so well in our lives.  God is holy and He loves us.  He cares that we not serve vain 
things and seeks His glory through our salvation and service.  He is a faithful God who is 
worthy of our wholehearted service.  To lean on any other husband, saviour, lover is wrong. 

         
    


