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My name is Stuart Lang, Nick has asked me to preach to you today. My family and I normally attend 
Church Street Bible Chapel here in Timaru.

My text today is Matthew 13:44
"The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field, which a man found and covered up. Then in his 
joy he goes and sells all that he has and buys that field.

I have been thinking recently about what this parable means. The standard interpretation is that this 
relates to the correct human response to salvation and the Christian life. This means that Christians are 
supposed to place the Kingdom of heaven as their highest priority and give up everything for it.

Matthew earlier in his Gospel in chapter 6 and verse 33 instructs his readers to "seek first the kingdom of
God and his righteousness" which at first glance seems to line up with this way of thinking.

But there is a difference between seeking first the kingdom of God and selling all that you have for the 
kingdom of God.

I have a question for you - has anyone here sold all that they possess for the Kingdom of heaven?

Looks like we've all missed out on the Kingdom of Heaven.

I want to bring a slightly different view on this verse about the treasure hidden in the field. It is fair to say 
that the position I am going to present today on the parable of the treasure hidden in the field is in the 
minority.

Before I unpack this verse I want to be clear about what I am not saying.

I am not saying that the Bible does not address our life and behaviour or God's will for our lives.
I am not saying that we are to be indifferent or apathetic about the Kingdom of God.
I am not saying that we interpret the Bible based on our experience.
I am also not saying that God is not interested in how His people use their money and possessions.

I also want to be clear about what I am saying.
My operating assumption is that the Bible is to be interpreted with Christ at the centre.

Some people would teach that the Bible is B. I. B. L. E. Basic Instruction Before Leaving Earth. I find it 
concerning, indeed horrifying that people would approach the Bible in the same way that they approach 
an instruction book.

Jesus addressed the Jews in John chapter 5 about their view of the Old Testament.

John 5:30-47
These Jews were searching the scriptures thinking that they had eternal life in the scriptures.

Jesus said instead that the Old Testament is a witness about Him. The Jews in Jesus' day are an example 
of how It is possible to read the scriptures yet miss the message.



The Bible is not an instruction manual. The Bible does contain instruction, but that is secondary to the 
main theme. The Bible is the unfolding story of the problem of human sin and God's solution to that sin 
in the person and work of Jesus Christ.

After Adam and Eve sinned, their response was to hide in the trees.
After Adam and Eve sinned God's response was to proclaim a curse to them. God also spoke a word of 
promise to the serpent about a future deliverer.

Genesis 3:15 I will put enmity between you and the woman, and between your offspring and her 
offspring; he shall bruise your head, and you shall bruise his heel."
Adam and Eve were not given a second chance, they were promised a second Adam.

Back to the text about the treasure hidden in the field.
Jesus is the only one that I know of that has ever given everything up for the Kingdom of God.

Philippians 2:1-11 Jesus emptied himself and was born as a defenceless baby boy.
But there is more that Jesus did, at His death He gave up everything. 

Let us read John 19:23-24

Crucifixion was a barbaric method of execution. Those condemned to die were escorted to their place of 
execution while carrying a cross. This was to remind all who saw the spectacle that the Romans were in 
charge and that crimes would be punished.

Once the criminals arrived at the place of execution they were stripped naked and nailed to a cross. They 
were then hoisted into the air and left to die in full public view. This was shame upon shame for Jesus.

Jesus had taken the place of a condemned criminal by the name of Barabbas.
The language of substitution is all the way through the Bible. The first recorded death was in the garden 
of Eden when God provided animal skins to cover the nakedness of Adam and Eve. 

Adam and Eve had their nakedness covered by the gracious provision of God.

Jesus had His nakedness exposed for all to see as He took your place and bore the punishment for your 
sins.

Everybody is born naked but most people get buried or cremated with their clothes on, sometimes their 
best clothes.

Jesus had nothing left when He gave up His life. He was buried in a tomb that he did not own, wrapped in
linen cloths provided by His friends.

Jesus gave up His honour, His possessions, and His life for the Kingdom of God.

Not only that, but He did it all motivated by joy.

We read in Hebrews 12:1-2 - Therefore, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us 
also lay aside every weight, and sin which clings so closely, and let us run with endurance the race that is 
set before us, looking to Jesus, the founder and perfecter of our faith, who for the joy that was set before
him endured the cross, despising the shame, and is seated at the right hand of the throne of God.



Back to the text Matthew 13:44

"The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field, which a man found and covered up. Then in his 
joy he goes and sells all that he has and buys that field.

The Bible does not identify who the man is, but hopefully I have shown you with other scriptures 
interpreting this passage that the only man in the Bible who gave up everything with joy is Jesus.

The original Greek manuscripts of the New Testament did not have the layout or punctuation that we 
have in our English translations. Some of the manuscripts that I have seen do not have spacing between 
the words or even differences of case. Imagine reading a book written all in upper case with no 
punctuation or spaces between the words. Why is punctuation important?

Some people would read this parable and make the statement:
The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field and identify the 5 words at the end with the 
kingdom of heaven

A better reading is that the kingdom of heaven is portrayed in what follows.

The kingdom of heaven is like 

treasure hidden in a field, which a man found and covered up. Then in his joy he goes and sells all that he
has and buys that field.

The kingdom of heaven is like the entire description. The sacrificial death of Jesus is the basis for the 
kingdom of God.

Indeed if you are trying to live with any other foundation than faith in Christ and Him crucified then 
according to the Bible you are foolish.

First and foremost the kingdom of heaven is about what God has done for us in Christ not what we do for
God.

What then is the field? Jesus earlier in Matthew 13 indicates that the field is the world.

So what is the treasure? The treasure is the people of God. The people of God are hidden in the world. 
The people of God do not have halos around their heads, they are not always obvious.

The people of God may have no identifying physical characteristics but they confess that Jesus is their 
only hope of salvation.

But you might say - hang on a minute Stuart, what about the rich young ruler, wasn't he told by Jesus to 
sell everything and give to the poor in order to have eternal life? That seems to line up with the usual 
interpretation of the parable of the hidden treasure.

In Matthew 19:16 we read the start of this account:

And behold, a man came up to him, saying, "Teacher, what good deed must I do to have eternal life?"
What is the answer to that question? What good deed must you do in order to have eternal life?



Having or possessing eternal life is not something that you attain by your own deeds.

The Philippian jailer asked Paul and Silas a similar question in Acts 16:30.

"Sirs, what must I do to be saved?" And they said, "Believe in the Lord Jesus, and you will be saved, you 
and your household."

Salvation and indeed the entire Christian life is by faith in Christ.

The Apostle Paul wrote to the Galatian church - Galatians chapter 2 and verse 20 and 21:
I have been crucified with Christ. It is no longer I who live, but Christ who lives in me. And the life I now 
live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for me. I do not nullify 
the grace of God, for if righteousness were through the law, then Christ died for no purpose.

What answer did Jesus give to the Rich Young Ruler's question?

Matthew 19:21
Jesus said to him, "If you would be perfect, go, sell what you possess and give to the poor, and you will 
have treasure in heaven; and come, follow me."

The Rich Young Ruler thought he could possess eternal life through his own deeds. Jesus gave this man 
an impossible job to do in response.

We read Matthew 19:22-26
When the young man heard this he went away sorrowful, for he had great possessions.
23 And Jesus said to his disciples, "Truly, I say to you, only with difficulty will a rich person enter the 
kingdom of heaven. 24 Again I tell you, it is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle than for a
rich person to enter the kingdom of God." 25 When the disciples heard this, they were greatly 
astonished, saying, "Who then can be saved?" 26 But Jesus looked at them and said, "With man this is 
impossible, but with God all things are possible."

Salvation is impossible with man but possible with God.

In this parable of the treasure hidden in the field we see the idea of redemption.

The biblical concept of redemption is where someone exchanges an item of value in order to buy 
something or someone. We read about Hosea redeeming his wife Gomer in Hosea chapter 3. Gomer 
made no contribution toward her redemption.

I will read a quote from my theological dictionary about redemption

E. F. Harrision writes
No word in the Christian vocabulary deserves to be held more precious than redeemer, for even more 
than Saviour it reminds the child of God that his salvation has been purchased at a great and personal 
cost, for the Lord has given himself for our sins in order to deliver us from them.

Jesus is the man who gave up everything for the kingdom of God, to redeem a people for Himself by His 
blood. This is beautifully summarised in the parable we have looked at today.
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