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This book is dedicated to my beloved Dobermans, past and present, without whom I 

would never have discovered the wonderful world of dog shows. 
 

Feel free to spread the word!  Pass the link to this PDF file publication on to anyone  

seeking knowledge about showing in the UKC.  
No part(s) of this publication may be copied for commercial use or purposes. 
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UKC Dog Show Information For Beginners  

By  L inda  A Rusinko      

Throughout history dogs have been bred and developed for specific purposes and functions, such as guardians, 

herding dogs, hunters, and cherished family companions.  In serving mankind, dogs are trained for  Search and 

Rescue operations, the military, police work, to lead the blind, and as Independence dogs for the disabled.               

They are trained as Therapy Dogs to visit nursing homes and local libraries for  programs such as Paws For Reading, 

where children read to the dogs.  

Is it any wonder that the many people who share their lives with these remarkable canines wish to become more 

involved in dog events? Sharing a common interest for  dog sports, people gather nearly every week-end all over the 

nation to test the quality and working ability of their dogs against those from other breeders and hobbyists, and 

compete for the honor of taking home a new Champion or Performance Title.         

  There are various dog registries in North America that offer conformation and performance events. The one best 

known for promoting 'the Total Dog' philosophy is the United Kennel Club. The United Kennel Club was formed in 

1898  and is the second largest canine registry (and the largest Performance Dog registry) in the United States. It is an 

international registry and currently recognizes over 300 separate breeds.    UKC offers All -Breed, Multi Breed or 

Single Breed conformation shows, Obedience trials , Rally trials, Agility  trials , Weight Pull, Dock Jumping, Lure 

Coursing and Terrier Racing as well as Coonhound Field Trials, Beagle and Retriever Hunting Trials , Water Races, 

Cur and Feist Squirrel and Coon Events, and Bench Shows in over 13000 licensed events annually. 

Registering your dog with the United Kennel Club. 

If you are considering showing your dog in the UKC, registration is the first step.  

Even if your dog has no registration papers from another registry, or is a mixed breed, or has a breed specific 

disqualification in its UKC Breed Standard, you can still compete with your dog in UKC's performance events and 

Junior Showmanship. 

UKC offers Full Registration to all dogs from UKC registered parents, providing the dog has no breed specific 

disqualifications. 

Single Registration is for dogs who are registered in a UKC acknowledged registry [such as The American Kennel 

Club, any FCI registry, The Kennel Club (Great Britain ), or The Canadian Kennel Club] that do not not have UKC 

registered parents. All dogs with Full Registration and Single Registration are eligible to enter Conformation, Junior 

Showmanship and performance events at licensed shows. 

Check on the UKC's website, at  http://www.ukcdogs.com/ for 'Registration Requirements' on all UKC breeds. 

Limited Privilege Registration is for mixed breeds, or purebred dogs whose parents are unknown, or a purebred dog 

without registration papers from an acknowledged registry, or a dog with a breed specific disqualification as stated in 

the UKC's Breed Standards. All dogs accepted into the LP program must be spayed or neutered. LP registered dogs 

may be shown in UKC performance events, and Junior Showmanship at licensed events. 

If you have purchased a puppy or adult dog from UKC registered parents, you should have received either an 

'Application for Permanent Registration' form or Full Registration papers transferred into your name. These 

certificates must be completed and submitted to the UKC in order to permanently register the puppy or adult dog in 

your name. Late fees will apply to dogs over one year of age that are still only registered with an Application for 

Permanent Registration. 

Forms and Fees for registration are listed on UKC's website. Registration Forms can also be downloaded from the 

site. 

 



Is your dog currently UKC registered?  

Yes, I have an: 
Application for Permanent Registration  
 

..............  

 

 
Permanent Registration Certificate 
 

 

No, but I do have registration with another registry: See 

Single Registration. 

 
. 

No, and I have no registration paperwork for my dog: 

See Limited Privilege Registration. 

.. 

 

What type of registration application will your dog 

need?  If you already have a puppy from a UKC 

registered litter, you will only need to send in its 

Application for Permanent Registration Paper that 

you should have received from the breeder.  If you 

did not purchase a puppy from UKC registered 

parents,  but it does have registration papers from 

another UKC recognized registry, you'll need to fill 

out a Single Registration Form.  If  your dog has a 

breed disqualification or is not purebred, then you 

need to fill out a Limited Privilege Registration 

Form. Dogs with AKC Limited registration may be 

eligible for UKC Single Registration, if no breed 

related or general disqualifying faults are present. 

http://www.ukcdogs.com/WebSite.nsf/WebPages/RegistrationPuppyCert
http://www.ukcdogs.com/WebSite.nsf/WebPages/RegistrationPermanentReg
http://www.ukcdogs.com/WebSite.nsf/WebPages/RegistrationSingleRegistration
http://www.ukcdogs.com/WebSite.nsf/WebPages/RegistrationLimitePrivilege
http://www.ukcdogs.com/WebSite.nsf/WebPages/RegistrationLimitePrivilege
http://www.ukcdogs.com/WebSite.nsf/WebPages/RegistrationLimitePrivilege


UKC "Application for Permanent Registration" serves as a temporary registration 

certificate confirming the dog has been registered as part of a UKC registered Litter. 
 
This certificate must be completed and submitted back to UKC in order to permanently register 
the dog and begin an active file on the dog. If this certificate is not redeemed with UKC, the dog 
can not compete in UKC events, UKC will not recognize competition points earned by the dog, 
and UKC will not register offspring produced by the dog. 
 
When submitting the "Application for Permanent Registration" be sure to: 
 
Step 1: Provide the color of the puppy on the front of the certificate, and variety if applicable  
 
Step 2: Obtain the Seller(s) Signature(s) on the back of the certificate. The signature(s) must 
match the name(s) as listed on the front of the certificate as "Registrant (owner(s) on record" 
 
Step 3: Provide the Date of Purchase (Month/Day/Year) you obtained the dog 
 
Step 4: Provide your name(s), signature(s), address, city, state and zip code, phone number and 
email. If the dog is being registered to more than one person, check the box indicating whether 
or not both signatures will be required to transfer the dog or register a litter. 
 
Step 5: Provide the color and the name of the dog. Dog name cannot exceed 30 characters and 
spaces, must include at least two words, and cannot be lewd, offensive, or inappropriate. UKC 
reserves the right to reject or change what it deems an offensive name.  
 
**Please note, any alterations (whiteout, cross out, erasures) will void the document and require 

an Affidavit form. Also, UKC is not responsible for errors caused by illegible handwriting. 
 
Step 6: Enclose the proper fees. Below is a list of our current registration packages and fees for 
transferring a dog into your name. 
 
Sample Application for Permanent Registration 

 
 

http://www.ukcdogs.com/res/pdf/FO19ADM.pdf


 

 

**************************************************  

UKC "Permanent Registration Certificate" serves as proof of your dog's registration with 
UKC and confirms the dog is eligible for all registration, breeding, and event participation privileges.  
 
To transfer the dog into your name, complete and submit the original certificate to UKC so you will be 
recognized as the registrant of record for this dog.  
 

When submitting the "Permanent Registration Certificate" be sure to: 
 
Step 1: Obtain the Seller(s) Signature(s) on the back of the certificate. The signature(s) must match 
the name(s) as listed on the front of the certificate as "owner(s) on record" 
 
Step 2: Provide the Date of Purchase (Month/Day/Year) you obtained the dog 
 
Step 3: Provide your name(s), signature(s) address, city, state and zip code, phone number and 
email. If the dog is being registered to more than one person, check the box indicating whether or not 
both signatures will be required to transfer the dog or register a litter.  
 
Step 4: If changing the dog's registered name, provide the name of the dog in the area provided. 
Name cannot exceed 30 characters and spaces, must include at least two words, and cannot be 
lewd, offensive, or inappropriate. UKC reserves the right to reject or change what it deems an 
offensive name.  

**Please note, any alterations (whiteout, cross out, erasures) will void the document and require an 
affidavit form. Also, UKC is not responsible for errors caused by illegible handwriting. 
 
Step 5: Enclose the proper fees. Below is a list of our current registration packages and fees for 
transferring a dog into your name. 

Three generation pedigree 
Comes with Permanent registration certificate, a three generation Performance Pedigree® and Easy EntryÊ 
Card to new owner for $20.00.  



 
Four generation pedigree: 
Comes with Permanent registration certificate, a four generation Performance PedigreeÈ and Easy EntryÊ 
Card to new owner for $25.00 
 
Six generation pedigree: 
Comes with Permanent registration certificate, a four generation Performance Pedigree®, a Six-Generation 
Pedigree and Easy EntryÊ Card for $40.00.  
 
Seven generation pedigree (both parents must be Purple Ribbon registered, indicated by 'PR' appearing at 
the beginning of their names): 
Comes with Permanent registration certificate, a four generation Performance Pedigree®, a Seven-Generation 
Pedigree and Easy EntryÊ Card for $55.00.  
 
**A Late Fee will apply if your dog is over one year of age and still only registered with an Application for 
Permanent Registration. For a new owner the late fee is $20.00. For the original breeder (listed as Current 
owner of record on the front of the certificate) the late fee is $10.00. 

 



Three generation pedigree 
Comes with Permanent registration certificate, a three generation Performance PedigreeÈ and Easy EntryÊ 
Card to new owner for $20.00.  
 
Four generation pedigree: 
Comes with Permanent registration certificate, a four generation Performance PedigreeÈ and Easy EntryÊ 
Card to new owner for $25.00 
 
Six generation pedigree: 
Comes with Permanent registration certificate, a four generation Performance Pedigree®, a Six-Generation 
Pedigree and Easy EntryÊ Card for $40.00.  
 
Seven generation pedigree (both parents must be Purple Ribbon registered, indicated by 'PR' appearing at 
the beginning of their names): 
Comes with Permanent registration certificate, a four generation Performance Pedigree®, a Seven-Generation 
Pedigree and Easy EntryÊ Card for $55.00. 

 

********************************** ****************************************************  

 

Single Registration is the procedure by which a purebred dog, not born in a UKC registered litter, 

may be registered with United Kennel Club, Inc. Dogs must be registered with a UKC acknowledged 
registry, and show proof of such by submitting a copy of the Registration Certificate from that registry.  
 
The owner of a single-registered dog has the same rights and privileges as the owner of a dog whose 
litter was UKC registered. Single-registered dogs may participate in any UKC licensed event for which 
the breed is eligible. A dog with a disqualifying fault, as determined by the applicable UKC breed 
standard, is ineligible for single registration. 
 
UKC tailors the rules for single registration to the needs of each individual breed and takes into 
account the wishes of our individual national breed associations. Accordingly, the rules for single 
registration vary slightly depending on the breed of dog to be registered. If your dog is accepted for 
single registration, you will receive a registration certificate with a three-generation pedigree and Easy 
EntryÊ card. 
 

 

Before you apply for single registration. Check with the UKC Registration Department to see if your 

breed has any special requirements for single registration. You will need to provide the following information:  

1. Breed of dog;  

2. Age of dog;  

3. Whether dog's sire and dam are UKC registered;  

4. Whether your dog is presently registered with another registry and the name of that registry;  

5. Owner of the dam at the time your dog was born;  

6. Whether your dog is spayed/neutered. 

General Required Documents for Single Registration:  
1. UKC Application for Single Registration sample shown below. 

2. Photocopy of the dogôs registration certificate from an UKC acknowledged registry. For all breeds we 

http://www.ukcdogs.com/res/pdf/fo6adm.pdf


acknowledge AKC, The Kennel Club (Great Britain), Canadian Kennel Club and any FCI (Fédération 

Cynologique Internationale) registry.  
**A copy of the registration certificate MUST be provided. A certified pedigree cannot be used in place of 

the registration certificate.  

3. The dog's complete three generation pedigree (photocopy or handwritten).  

** Any dog registered under a non-breeding agreement (limited registration) will be required to submit three color 
photographs of the dog (one from each side and one from the front). All photos should be take at eye level while the dog is 
standing. Photos should include the whole dog; take care and be sure to not cut off the dog's feet.  
 

When submitting the Application for Single Registration be sure to: 
 
Step 1: tǊƻǾƛŘŜ ǘƘŜ ōǊŜŜŘ ƻŦ ȅƻǳǊ ŘƻƎΣ ƛǘΩǎ ǾŀǊƛŜǘȅ όƛŦ ŀǇǇƭƛŎŀōƭŜύΣ ŀƴŘ ȅƻǳǊ ŘƻƎΩǎ ŘŀǘŜ ƻŦ ōƛǊǘƘΦ LŦ ȅƻǳǊ ŘƻƎ ŀƭǊŜŀŘȅ Ƙŀǎ ŀ 
Temporary Listing number with us, please provide that as well. 
 
Step 2: tǊƻǾƛŘŜ ȅƻǳǊ ŘƻƎΩǎ ǎŜȄΣ ŎƻƭƻǊΣ ŀƴŘ ǘŀǘǘƻƻ ƴǳƳōŜǊ όƛŦ ŀǇǇƭƛŎŀōƭŜύΦ LƴŘƛŎŀǘŜ ǿƘŜǘƘŜǊ ȅƻǳǊ ŘƻƎ ƛǎ ǎǇŀȅŜŘ ƻǊ ƴŜǳǘŜǊŜŘΣ 
and the date it was altered. If you know the registrant of the sire and dam at the time of breeding, please provide those 
ƴŀƳŜǎΦ CƛƴŀƭƭȅΣ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜ ȅƻǳǊ ŘƻƎΩǎ ǊŜƎƛǎǘŜǊŜŘ ƴŀƳŜΦ Dog name cannot exceed 30 characters and spaces, must 

include at least two words, and cannot be lewd, offensive, or inappropriate. UKC reserves the right to reject or 
change what it deems an offensive name. 
 
Step 3: Provide your name(s), signature(s) address, city, state and zip code, phone number and email. If the dog 
is being registered to more than one person, check the box indicating whether or not both signatures will be 
required to transfer the dog or register a litter. Unsigned applications will not be accepted. 
 
Step 4: Your dogôs three generation pedigree may be handwritten in this space, or you may attach a photocopy.  
 
Step 5: Include proof of registration with a UKC acknowledged registry. óProofô must be a copy of the dogôs 
registration certificate; certified pedigrees will not suffice as óproof.ô 
 
Step 5: Enclose the proper fees. 
 
Step 6: Read through the Important Information and Rules Governing Single Registration. 
 
 

 



 

 

 

*****************************************************  

UKC Limited Privilege Registration  is offered by UKC to encourage all dog owners to be active and 

enjoy time with their dogs. This program accepts Mix Bred dogs (also known as American Mixed Bred 

dogs, or AMB), purebred dogs of unknown or incomplete pedigrees, purebred dogs registered with 

registries the UKC does not acknowledge, and purebred dogs with disqualifying faults. Dogs enrolled in 

the LP Program must be spayed or neutered and, if accepted, are eligible to compete in all Performance 

Events for which the breed is eligible; however, they are not eligible for conformation events. LP listed 

purebred dogs of the Gun Dog Group are eligible for Hunting Retriever events 

 
 

Documents necessary for Limited Privilege Registration are as follows:  

 
Step 1: Completed Limited Privilege Registration Application , 

 
Step 2: Spay/neuter certificate, or if not available, then have a licensed veterinarian complete and sign the 

statement on the Application for Limited Privilege Application.  

 
Step 3: Fee of $20.00 

 
(Optional) if you wish to have the dog identified as a specific breed, two color photographs (3 inches x 3 

inches minimum) of the dog, one standing in profile and the other a close up of the dog's head must be 

submitted so that the dog can be compared to the given breed standard.  

http://www.ukcdogs.com/res/pdf/lpapp.pdf


 

 

* Registration forms reprinted with permission from United Kennel Club, Inc. Your Total Dog Registry Since 1898  

  

 

 

 

 

 



Showing your dog in Conformation 

What does óConformationô mean? 

The term óConformationô refers to a dogs structure, and how well that dog conforms to its written      

UKC breed standard of perfection.  

'Dog Handling'  is the art of presenting a dog at its best for a conformation judging evaluation. If you are 

interested in obtaining your dogs United Kennel Club Conformation Championship, this guide will enable you to  

understand the steps towards completing your dogs title. 

 If you have ever watched a Dog Show on TV, you may have witnessed dog handling at its finest. It sure looks easy to 

run around the ring with a dog and win ribbons and trophies.  But like in any other sport, a certain amount of talent 

and skill are necessary in order to bring home those ribbons and trophies. And make no mistake, your dog must be 

close enough to itôs breed standard to deserve those awards. Not all dogs are cut out for the conformation ring. 

Some people love to spend their weekends showing their own dogs. Some prefer to pay others to show their dogs for 

them in conformation.  Hired exhibitors who handle other peopleôs dogs in the show ring are known as 'Professional 

Handlers'. They are highly skilled and talented people who do this for a living.  They have spent years earning their 

reputation and may have handled a variety of different breeds to their Championships throughout their careers. 

Being an owner/handler means you will be showing against these professionals at dog events.  Donôt let this intimidate 

you because as you practice and learn your own skills you will be just as good as they are down the road.  Even they 

started out as novices in the beginning.  The one factor they will always have in their favor is the variety of high 

quality dogs they have access to and you will be showing only the one or ones you own.  If your dog is not the quality 

that can compete with the best of the best, then you may have a challenge on your hands in finishing your dogs 

Championship.  It takes dedication, patience, and skill to become a good dog handler.  And this doesnôt happen 

overnight. 

I N THE UNITED K ENNEL CLUB , PROFESSIONAL HANDLERS ARE NOT PERMITTED  TO HANDLE DOGS 

THAT THEY DO NOT OWN  OR CO-OWN. 

UKC events are family oriented shows and prefer that exhibitors handle their own dogs in the ring.                          

You may give another exhibitor (one that is not a professional handler in any other registry) permission to show your 

dog, but they cannot ask for, or be given, compensation in any form for their help. UKC  is an owner/handler venue. 

Different registries have different rules. 

Where do I find UKC Conformation dog show events? 

You can go to the United Kennel Club's web address:  http://ww w.ukcdogs.com/ and search Upcoming 

Events. Conformation and performance events like Obedience, Agility, Rally, Weight Pull, Dock Jumping,  

and Terrier R aces are posted both online and in the UKC Bloodlines Magazine. 

 Online Event Listings. 

When you are ready to enter a UKC dog show begin searching online for the event listings on the UKC website. You click 

these links: Dog Events, then browse to and click on UKC Dog Events Dept, and finally select Upcoming Events from the next 

set of links. On the upcoming events page you can browse thru the events listings by month, state, or club name, or display all 

the event listings at one time by the date of the events, search for past events, or type in a specific word or phrase for a more 

specific search.                                                                                   \ 

You can download 'Entry' forms or 'Temporary Listing Number' forms, or check the 'Glossary of Terms' used in the event 

listings. These links are on the next line under the search bars. If you have not entered a UKC show, you will undoubtedly 

need help from the Glossary, as most of the information on event listings will be abbreviated and can be confusing for new 

exhibitors. 

http://www.ukcdogs.com/index.html



