Cortez reflection from the Allied Media Conference

I left the AMC Conference filled with inspiration from the amazing workshops and gatherings that took place. I was re-introduced to the power of storytelling and art as powerful activist tools and got to experience a weekend filled with deep, intentional thinking with some amazing people.  
I started my time off in Detroit sharing a taxi with a fellow conference attender I met at the airport.  The ride was extremely informative for me.  For the entirety of the drive, our cab driver talked with us about the actual climate of Detroit and the reputation it has garnered from various crime reports and media profiles.  This conversation confirmed that, just like any big city, Detroit's reputation was deeply connected to the pockets and politics of the same people that often seek to push down disenfranchised/oppressed communities.  It was a great conversation fueled me throughout my time in Detroit/the AMC because it allowed me to connect with someone who wasn't just there for the conference - someone who actually experienced and lived Detroit.  Having that experience, of actually connecting with this city unknown to me with someone who had been there for years, was very important to me.  
For the remainder of my time, I sought out new connections, seeking an experience similar to my arrival.  I was able to connect with people who had traveled for days, across states, to be in Detroit for the AMC as well as the US Social Forum.  I was able to provide a space to sleep for some people traveling from Canada to attend who quickly became good friends after providing me with an ample supply of natural peanut butter and powerful conversation.  All good stuff!  
And lest I forget that I was actually in Detroit for a conference, I must say, the workshops of the AMC, just like the people, were pretty awesome.  There was an amazing amount of intersectionality and intentional detail in creating the schedule that I valued immensely as a person who has been to quite a number of social justice focused conferences.  It was a treat to see how various organizations were using some very unique forms of media to fight for and support their communities, such as the Young Women's Empowerment Project developing a video game to help youth recognize institutional violence and powerful experience of watching a segment of Secret Survivors, a production put together by Ping Chong and Company to creating a space for survivors of childhood sexual violence to tell their stories, and so much more.  
By the time everything ended, I was exhausted, but in a good way.  My head was jam-packed with ideas and inspiration for new ways of doing social justice and organizing.  It was an amazing time filled with so much intentional dialog covering so many issues that affect so many people.  I felt immensely privileged to have been in Detroit at that time and so look forward to future AMCs.
Tishana’s Reflections


I  am so thankful that I attended the USSF 2010 in Detroit.  As a representative of SPARK, it was important that I meet other RJ activists from around the country to compare notes, etc. Detroit was a very welcoming city, somewhat. Aside from the bright orange bands we were required to wear for the duration, I think that Detroit was the perfect place for 2010. Hearing the optimism in the voices of those continuing to fight for Detroit's integrity was awesome and empowering. I overheard someone say that the USSF is "Disney World for Activists" but it didn't feel that way at all. I regret that I couldn't attend all of the hundreds of workshops on and around RJ, but the ones I attended, including "Revolutionary Mothering," gave me new ammo in this battle, and were very transformative for me and my activism. Of course, the USSF was very overwhelming and I wished we had more time for the workshops. Aside from organizing glitches, I enjoyed the Forum and look forward to attending in the future, and I am thankful to SPARK for sending me.

