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The first five Serb civilians were abducted on the streets of Pristina as
early as 12 June 1999, while news kept arriving of an orchestrated campaign
of terror against both the Serb and Roma populations. The Serb population
of the village of Zociste near Orahovac fled on 14 June after their homes
and the fourteenth-century Serbian monastery of Sts. Kosmas and Damian
were set on fire by a group of Albanian extremists. After that, the small but
historically important medieval monastery church was blown up. Between
14 and 16 June in Orahovac (a vine-growing area of Metohija) about 600

Kosovo and Metohija in early 1999
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Serb residents scattered in various parts of the town all fled to the Serbian
quarter in the vicinity of the church, ready to organize joint resistance to
Albanians who were setting fire to all Serbian houses, one after another. On
24 June 1999 roughly 3,200 Serbs were forced to leave Orahovac escorted
by KFOR: of 6,000 prewar Serb residents barely 2,000 remained ghettoized
in the Serb-inhabited quarter. A 1,200-Serb-strong enclave in neighbour-
ing Velika Hoca, a historic Serb village with fourteen churches dating from
various periods, monuments of Oriental architecture and the well-preserved
tourteenth-century wine cellars founded by the Serbian Emperor Stefan
Dusan (1331-1355) and presently in the ownership of the monastery of
Decani, managed to survive at that moment, protected, as the Serbs of Ora-
hovac, by KFOR tanks and barbed wire.

Another notable fourteenth-century Serb monastery, the Holy Trin-
ity in Musutiste was looted and burned to the ground on 12 June, while the
nuns barely managed to escape. Four days after German KFOR troops en-
tered Prizren, on 16 June 1999,a KLLA group kidnapped Fr. Chariton Luki¢,
a monk of the monastery of the Holy Archangels near Prizren, in charge
of the evacuation of Serb nuns from Musutiste and monks from Zociste.
More than a year later his beheaded, mutilated body was found near Priz-
ren. On 15 June 1999, German KFOR finally decided, though not until the
Albanian mob had destroyed most of the Serbian monuments around the
seat of the Eparchy of Ragka-Prizren, to provide military protection for the
besieged Serbian cathedral and bishopric.

'The other areas of Metohija, with significant Serb settlements, were
rapidly emptied as the ethnically motivated terror of armed Albanian ex-
tremists continued unhindered, from abduction and expulsion to torture
and random killings. Belo Polje and Vitomirica near Pe¢ were complete-
ly emptied of Serbs. Driven out of their houses, the Serbs of Belo Polje
near Pe¢ left for neighbouring Montenegro on 19 June, after three of their
compatriots were found slaughtered. Between the middle of June and late
July 1999, the Metropolitan of Montenegro and his monks, authorized by
the Serb Patriarch to provide protection for the Patriarchate of Pe¢ and its
flock, found and buried some thirty bodies of Serbs, mostly elderly men and
women, civilians brutally massacred throughout the Pe¢ area. The monastery
of Decani, famous for giving shelter to civilians in danger regardless of their
ethnic origin, especially to Albanians during the 1999 war, now provided
shelter not only to Serbs but also to fifty Roma whose houses in the neigh-
bouring area were torched by the Albanians. Another family sheltered in
Decani was from the Muslim-Slav Gorani (Goranci) community. The tiny
Christian Serb community of Djakovica, living in a single street, known as
Serbian Street (Srpska ulica), totalling roughly 700 persons, gathered around
the walls of the parish church of the Mother of God. A series of migrations
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reduced the presence of Serbs to six old ladies, living in complete isolation
under the protection of Italian KFOR forces.*

As reported on 15 August 1999 the situation in the British-controlled
area of central Kosovo was the following: “Looted houses, banished senior
citizens, stolen cars, racketeering, murders, abductions, rape, trafficking: the
KFOR troops are facing crime, both organized and uncontrolled, commit-
ted by Kosovars and Albanian Mafia. In two months, in the British Sector
only, there were 127 murders (accounted for), 378 arsons, 504 known rob-
beries. Kosovo has only been under UNMIK administration for six weeks,
and the word ‘mafia’ emerged into media reports. A coincidence?”™

According to the verifiable sources of the Kosovo and Metohija dio-
cese of the Serbian Orthodox Church (Ragka-Prizren Eparchy), the num-
ber of Serbs remaining in the larger cities in August 1999 was as follows:

Gnjilane: 25,000 Serbs reduced to about 5,000

K. Mitrovica: 277,000 Serbs reduced to 15,000

Kosovo Polje: 20,000 Serbs reduced to less than 10,000

Pec: 12,000 Serbs reduced to less than 100

Pristina: 30,000 Serbs reduced to 500 to 1000
Prizren: 5,000—6,000 Serbs reduced to 600

During the first three months of UN administration approximately 250,000
Serbs and other non-Albanians (Roma, Muslim Slavs, Croats and the tiny
Jewish community) were driven out and displaced from Kosovo, finding
refuge in the rest of Serbia or in Montenegro, the other constituent re-
public of the FRY. Abductions and random killings of Serbs in all parts of
the UN-governed Province became the predominant contents of hundreds
of exhaustive and well-documented reports of local priests and church-
people’s councils, covering the events involving Serb victims from the Gn-
jilane, Vitina, Lipljan, Klina, Urosevac, Prizren, Orahovac and Pe¢ areas.™
A significant number of Serbs left Kosovska Vitina on 19 July 1999, after

* These ladies were eventually evacuated by Italian KFOR on 17 March 2004 when
thousands of Kosovo Albanian rioters attacked their parish seat and church hurling
stones and petrol bombs. After their evacuation to the monastery of Decani, the par-
ish church and seat were looted and set on fire. In the following days all remains of the
church were completely removed.

9 Report by Agence France-Presse of 15 August 1999.

" For a detailed account, see D. T. Batakovi¢, “Kosovo: From Sparkling Victory to Trou-
blesome Peace” in D. Simko & H. Haumann, eds., Peace Perspectives for South East-
ern Europe, Proceedings of the Symposium 2000 Basel, Switzerland, 29—30 June 2000
(Academia: Prague 2001), 127-147.

1t These Reports, covering especially the first post-war months (July-October 1999),
sent from Gnjilane, Vitina, Lipljan, Prizren, Orahovac and Pe¢, have been partially re-
produced in the collection of documents on post-war crimes against Serbs and non-Al-
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the random attacks by Albanian extremists culminated in a group of Serbs
being injured by a hand grenade thrown near the Serbian Orthodox church
in the town.

Hieromonk Stefan Pulji¢ of the monastery of Budisavci (a depen-
dency of the Pe¢ Patriarchate) was abducted with one other Serb civilian
by extremist Albanian Roman Catholics, only to be tortured and eventually
killed.

Metohija, the fertile plain stretching from Pe¢ to Prizren and bor-
dering Albania, was the first area to become ethnically cleansed of Serbs
as early as August 1999, with tiny surviving enclaves, apart from Orahovac
and Velika Hoca, remaining as small pockets (village of Gorazdevac near
Pe¢, the villages of Suvo Grlo, Banja and Crkolez east of Istok). The Serbian
cemeteries in all the abandoned villages — such as Belo Polje near Pe¢, and
the villages of Seca, Brestovik and Sakovica in the vicinity — were either
desecrated or totally destroyed.

'The worst crime in the first weeks of large-scale terror and violence
against Serbs committed by the Kosovo Albanians was the “Harvest Mas-
sacre”. On 23 July 1999, fourteen Serbian farmers from the village of Staro
Gracko in the Lipljan area of eastern Kosovo were killed by local Albanian
extremists while harvesting their crops in the early evening hours. The UN-
HCR official report stressed that “a wave of arson and looting of Serb and
Roma homes throughout Kosovo has ensued. Serbs and Roma remaining
in Kosovo have been subject to repeated incidents of harassment and in-
timidation”, while “more seriously, there has been a spate of murders and
abductions of Serbs since mid-June, including the late-July [Staro Gracko]
massacre of Serb farmers.” Despite official scaling-down of the level of dis-
crimination and persecution against Kosovo Serbs, it was the Philadelphia
Inquirer that reported “a sinister pattern of violence and intimidation” where
“Serb houses are bombed and set ablaze” and where the scale of violence
amounts to “systematic ethnic cleansing.”*

The Albanian perpetrators of the “Harvest Massacre” have not been
identified, apprehended or tried, as in thousands other similar cases of eth-
nically motivated crimes against members of the Serbian community. It
became a practice that additionally forced the Kosovo Serbs still surviving
in the mixed Serb-Albanian areas to leave the Province. Despite a huge
international civilian and military presence, they remained deprived of the
rule of law and minimal guarantees for both their security and property.
Ruled by the criminal gangs that emerged from the highest ranking of-

banians Nova Srpska Golgota [A New Serbian Golgotha], vols. 1—3 (Cetinje: Svetigora,
2000).

'* Philadelphia Inquirer, 18 November 1999.
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ficials of the KLA guerrilla, Albanian-dominated Kosovo was turned into
a law-free area for all sorts of criminal activities and illegal trafficking, but
its dominant political agenda remained to be ethnic and religious discrimi-
nation, abductions, property usurpations and random killings of Serbs and
non-Albanians.

Mixed villages gradually emptied, urban areas completely cleansed

During the last months of 1999, the pre-war Serbian population of 40,000
of Pristina, the provincial capital — urban (30,000) and suburban (up to
10,000) — decreased to less than 1,000 only to be additionally reduced,

Kosovo and Metohija in 2002
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within months, to barely 120, all confined to a single apartment building
(YU Program Building), heavily guarded by KFOR, but fully deprived of
freedom of movement through the city.s Pristina, previously the main eco-
nomic, cultural and university centre for the Kosovo Serbs, became totally
devoid of Serb intellectuals, professors, medical doctors, engineers etc. Tens
of thousands of Roma of urban and suburban Pristina, a distinct component
of the provincial capital’s population, virtually disappeared under orches-
trated Albanian violence. Both Serbs and Roma mostly were replaced by
rural Kosovo Albanians, who rushed to settle in Pritina, moving with their
extended families into the vacant houses and apartments of the expelled
Serbs and other non-Albanian groups.

Furthermore, during the last months of 1999 and in early 2000, the
urban Kosovo Serbs were first reduced and eventually completely evicted
from all other major Kosovo towns such as Peé, Prizren, Djakovica and
Urosevac. Of the original several thousand Serb inhabitants of Prizren, only
few dozen persons remained, mostly elderly, surviving by hiding in churches
or in the Serbian Orthodox Theological School (Bogoslovija), as elsewhere
owing to the protection of KFOR units. At least 200 Serb, Roma and Mus-
lim residents of Prizren found refuge in the Serb Theological School in
Prizren under German guard, along with a group of Kosovo Albanians who
received death threats from their compatriots for supporting Serbs.™¢

The formerly flourishing community of 12,000 Serbs and Mon-
tenegrins in the town of Pe¢, successful in trade, business and crafts, was
completely driven out by early 2000, while the number of Serbs in Prizren,
already reduced to less than 200 in 2000, further declined to 68, mostly el-
derly people in 2002. The first wave of attacks on Serbs in Gnjilane started
on 24 July 1999. The first wave of destruction targeted the monument to
the Holy Prince Lazar, the hero of the 1389 Battle of Kosovo, while six
mutilated Serb bodies were found on the local hospital garbage dump. Once
numerous, strong and prosperous, the Serb urban residents of Gnjilane and
Orahovac, lacking efficient and continuous protection from international
forces, were eventually forced to flee Kosovo in 2000: in early 2001 their
number was reduced from pre-war 12,000 to 400 in Gnjilane and approxi-
mately 450 in Orahovac.

'The monastery of Devi¢, in the Drenica area, venerated by the Chris-
tian Serbs and a privileged target of Muslim Albanian extremists (set ablaze

5 Jean-Arnault Dérens, Kosovo, année zero (Paris: Ed. Paris — Méditerranée, 2006),
214.

'+ For more detail, see Dugan T. Batakovi¢, “The Serbs in Kosovo and Metohija: War,
International Protectorate and National Catastrophe”, Eurobalkans 36—37 (Athens, Au-
tumn/Winter 1999), 23—40.
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in 1941 and reconstructed after 1945) was held for three days under the
KLA siege in mid-June 1999, and restored to its sisterhood only after nuns
from Kosovo’s northernmost monastery, Sokolica, brought French KFOR
forces to establish military protection of this oldest medieval Serb endow-
ment in the Drenica area. The monastery of Devi¢, famous in medieval Ser-
bia and during Ottoman rule, venerated by pilgrims from all neighbouring
states for the relics of the local saint St. Joanikije Devicki, was desecrated
anew by the KLA in 1999.

'The revengeful wave of ethnic cleansing, carried out by Albanian ex-
tremists against Serbs and other non-Albanian populations became a by-
product of the new political landscape dominated by Kosovo Albanians and
controlled by extremists: “Amid this anarchy, the question has to be asked:
can the shameful campaign of ‘ethnic cleansing’ and murder of Serbs that
continues under KFOR’s eyes still be explained away as revenge attacks,
as retaliation for the mass atrocities committed against Albanians by Serb
forces before and during the Kosovo war? A growing number of Albanian
intellectuals, including several courageous journalists on the [Albanian]
daily Koha Ditore newspaper, fear that the murders and dispossession of
Serbs are now being organized.””s

Most of the remaining Kosovo Serbs have since June 1999 been con-
fined to ghetto-like living in virtual segregation within the KFOR-pro-
tected enclaves in Kosovo and Metohija. The Kosovo Serbs’ enclaves lo-
cated south of the Ibar River in particular were all deprived of basic secu-
rity provisions, lacking freedom of movement and other fundamental civil
rights. Only several predominantly Serb-inhabited areas north of the Ibar
River, owing only to the direct territorial link with the rest of Serbia, in the
Kosovska Mitrovica area (districts of North Mitrovica) as well as in the mu-
nicipalities of Zubin Potok, Zvecan and Leposavi¢, have managed to escape
the discrimination and isolation that the Serbs confined in smaller or larger
enclaves (Strpce, Kosovska Vitina, Gracanica, Gnjilane, Gorazdevac, Novo
Brdo, Velika Hoca and others), usually bordering predominantly Albanian-

inhabited areas, could not.

s “Armed Albanians take revenge with campaign of murder, house-burning and in-
timidation that has driven out thousands Serbs murdered by the hundred since ‘lib-
eration’ ” reported Robert Fisk from Pristina to The Independent, 24 November 1999.
Other eye-witnesses whose reports have been published: Mike O’Connor, “Rebel Ter-
ror Forcing Minority Serbs Out of Kosovo”, New York Times, 31 August 1998; R. Jeffrey
Smith, “Kosovo Rebels Make Own Law”, Washington Post, 24 November 1999; Peter
Worthington, “NATO’s Reputation a Casualty of War”, The Toronto Sun, 18 November
1999. Gf. also Max Boot, “U.N. Discovers Colonialism Isn’t Easy in Kosovo”, The Wail
Street Journal, 2 November 1999.
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'The imposed regrouping of the remaining Serbs into several KFOR-
protected enclaves keeps about 130,000 Serbs in four separate zones: 1) the
northern zone, north of the river Ibar and Kosovska Mitrovica (encom-
passing Zubin Potok, Zvec¢an and Leposavi¢ municipalities), to which the
citizens of the Vucitrn region resorted; 2) the central zone, encompassing
the area between the village of Gracanica and the town of Lipljan with
thirteen Serb-inhabited villages, to which a certain number of Serb citi-
zens from Pristina and the neighbouring villages fled and found refuge; 3)
the zone from Kosovska Kamenica to Gnjilane and Novo Brdo, where the
Serb majority exiled from the Gnjilane area has found temporary shelter; 4)
the Strpce municipality (Sirinicka Zupa) with Brezovica Mountain, where
a number of Prizren’s Serbs and the people from the neighbouring areas
(Sredska or Sretacka Zupa) inhabited by Muslim Slavs fled from violence
and persecution by Albanian extremists. Remaining Serb enclaves covering
the areas of Kosovska Vitina, Ranilug, Partes or Vrbovac in eastern Kosovo
remained to be highly vulnerable to ethnically motivated violence ranging
from random attacks and arson to abduction, despite significant KFOR
presence and numerous check-points or enhanced patrolling in areas with a
mixed Serb-Albanian population.

Between June 1999 and December 2000, all judges and prosecutors
were Kosovo Albanians, while seven subsequently appointed Kosovo Serb
judges were forced to resign and flee to inner Serbia as a result of threats
by Albanian extremists. The appointment of international judges, although
welcomed, proved to be insufficient due both to constant pressures and to
the reluctance of the predominantly Albanian environment to cooperate in
finding the perpetrators of ethnically motivated crimes. According to the
report of 26 June 2003 of the Secretary-General on UNMIK, there were
only fifteen international judges and ten international prosecutors serving
in the local justice system, capable of dealing with only three percent of
criminal cases. The inevitable consequence of the inefficient judiciary was
the emergence of a culture of impunity surrounding violence against the
non-Albanian population, Serbs in particular.®

In addition, thousands of houses, apartments (approximately 45,000)
and estates owned by non-Albanians were in 2006 still under the occupa-
tion of squatters after usurpation by local Albanians, while an additional
30,000 dwellings and other property were either robbed or damaged. In
comparison to approximately 70,000 Albanian-owned properties that were
burned, damaged or destroyed by Yugoslav forces during the fighting in
1998 and the NATO bombing campaign in 1999, this post-war record of
Kosovo under the weak and inefficient UNMIK administration is an obvi-

¢ Batakovi¢, “Kosovo: From Separation to Integration”.
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ous evidence of a large-scale revenge, a nineteenth-century-style collective
vendetta against the Serbs, the Albanians’ main rivals, as well as against
other non-Albanian ethnic communities.

“Vandalism with a mission”: The orchestrated destruction of the Serbian cultural
and religious heritage

In parallel with the persecution of the Serb civilian population, the target of
Albanian retaliation were numerous Serbian Orthodox churches and mon-
asteries, ranging from medieval Byzantine-style monuments to more recent
churches built between the sixteenth and the twentieth century. Until the
end of 1999, more than seventy Serbian Orthodox churches and monaster-
ies were plundered, desecrated and, in most cases, levelled to the ground.
One-third of these churches were important cultural monuments dating
from the medieval period with invaluable frescoes, sculptures, and icons.”
As stressed by a Western eyewitness “...this demolition cannot be just ‘re-
venge’ — NATO’s usual excuse for the destruction under its auspices. You
do not just fill with rage and spend days gathering explosives to blow up
churches. This is vandalism with a mission”.*®

A renowned British war correspondent reported that “the Serb
Church has issued its own list of destroyed or partly demolished build-
ings. Between 13 June — when NATO troops entered Kosovo — and 20
October, they say, seventy-four churches have been turned to dust or burnt
or vandalized. The fifteenth-century monastery of the Holy Trinity above
Musutiste, begun in 1465, has been leveled with explosives. The monastery
of the [Holy] Archangels near Vitina, built in the fourteenth century, has
been looted and burnt. So have the church of the Archangels in Gornje
Nerodimlje; and the church of St. Paraskeva near Pe¢: and the church of St.
Nicholas in Prekoruplje — razed and its nine sixteenth-century icons lost,
including that of the apostle Thomas. The rubble of Orthodox churches
across Kosovo stands as a monument to Albanian vandalism. After declar-
ing that Kosovo must remain a ‘multi-ethnic society’, 40,000 troops from
K-For cannot, it seems, look after its historical heritage against the violence
of those whom its spokesmen treated as allies in the war against Yugosla-

17 Cf bilingual Serbian-English publication: Crucified Kosovo. Destroyed and Desecrated
Serbian Orthodox Churches in Kosovo and Metohija (June—August 1999),ed. Fr. Sava Janji¢
(Belgrade 1999); revised and updated Internet edition: www.kosovo.net.; French and
Russian editions are available at www.yunet.com/destruction.html and www. kosovo.net.

8 Robert Fisk [from Djakovica], “NATO turns a blind eye as scores of ancient Chris-
tian churches are reduced to rubble”, The Independent, 20 November 1999.
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via’s President, Slobodan Milosevic, only five months ago.”™ The destruction
continued in the Suva Reka area: the Serb parish church in the town and
the impressive medieval church in Musutiste, dedicated to the Mother of
God and beautifully frescoed (built in 1315, immediately after the monas-
tery of Gracanica), were both levelled to the ground.

During the second half of 1999, an additional number of centuries-
old Serb religious centres were destroyed in a highly orchestrated action,
focusing primarily on the living Serb communities around certain churches
and monasteries. The church of Petri¢ near Pe¢, Nerodimlje near Urosevac,
the monastery of Binca near Vitina, and another fifty churches and monas-
teries were destroyed or levelled to the ground, dozens of Serb cemeteries
desecrated or devastated, in addition to an unknown number, mounting
to thousands, of abandoned Serb homes routinely looted, torched and de-
stroyed, in order to prevent the return of their rightful owners.

A series of renewed attacks on civilian convoys took place in Febru-
ary 2001 in order to reinforce fear and insecurity within the Serb-inhabited
enclaves of Kosovo. The most criminal, among several others, occurred on
14 February 2001 between Merdare and Podujevo, when Albanian extrem-
ists, applying Sicilian-mafia methods, planted explosive beneath the road
and destroyed a whole bus with 56 Serb civilians travelling home under
the escort of Swedish KFOR troops. Among 44 heavily injured victims,
fourteen Kosovo Serb passengers perished, including two children. KFOR
and UNMIK played down the whole incident, not naming the ethnic origin
and number of the civilian victims of the “bus bombing massacre” near the
village of Livadice.?

From June 1999 to June 2003 the number of destroyed and dese-
crated Serb Orthodox churches — at least one-third of them important
Byzantine-type medieval Serbian monuments — amounted to 117, while
the most important medieval monasteries, from the Patriarchate of Pe¢ and
Visoki Decani to Gracanica and Prizren’s Cathedral of the Mother of God
Ljeviska, were after June 1999 put under continuous KFOR protection. The
general impression is that after the establishment of UN administration
there was an orchestrated attempt by Albanian extremists to evict not only
all of the Serbs, but also to remove all traces of their cultural and historical

19 The Independent, 20 November 1999.

2 A detailed report by Bishop Atanasije Jevti¢ in the Diocesan archive in Gracanica
Monastery describes the attempt by UNMIK to scale down the number of Serbs killed
in this Albanian-organized attack. Although it was known right away that eleven pas-
sengers died on the spot, UNMIK claimed only seven deaths. Less than ten killed is

considered a crime, while more than ten is considered an act of terrorism.
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heritage, something perceived by them as an important precondition for
obtaining independence for an Albanian-dominated Kosovo.

As stressed on many occasions by representatives of the Raska-Priz-
ren Eparchy of the Serbian Orthodox Church, this is a strategy of cutting
oft Kosovo Serbs from their historical and religious traditions. Only in No-
vember 2002, for instance, a day before UN Secretary General Kofi Annan’s
visit, two separate explosions blew up two Serbian Orthodox churches in
western Kosovo: a church in Ljubova was razed to the ground, while the
interior of the church in nearby Djurakovac sustained serious damage. In
addition, during the same month, several cemeteries in Dec¢ani and Kosovo
Polje were vandalized by Albanian extremists, raising the toll of desecrated
Serbian cemeteries all over the province of Kosovo to several dozen.*!

In May 2003, Spanish and Greek soldiers of KFOR were attacked
with hand grenades while protecting Serbian churches in Istok (monastery
of Gorio¢) and Uro$evac respectively. On 26 July 2003, the discovery of a
powerful explosive device in the vicinity of the Holy Archangels near Priz-
ren prevented the massacre of at least one thousand Serbian pilgrims who
came, under heavy KFOR escort, to celebrate the 650th anniversary of the
monastery. A detonation rang out on the hillside above the Holy Archan-
gels during the Divine Liturgy. The nine kilograms of powerful explosive
were planted in the hillside in order to bring the huge cliff down on the
gathered Serb pilgrims and the monastery. The next target was the Serb
church and community in Klokot (Vitina area in eastern Kosovo).

Although the Organisation for Security and Cooperation in Europe
and the UN High Commission for Refugees stressed in their reports that
2002 saw a continued fall in ethnically motivated crime, this was only due
to the fact that many Serbs had simply disappeared from many previously
mixed areas after continuous threats, attacks and assassinations perpetrated

*t Info Service of Serbian Ragka-Prizren Eparchy of Kosovo and Metohija (ERP KIM),
report from Gracanica of 28 November 2002. The report related to the destruction of
cemeteries is as follows: “Marking the national holiday of Albania, the so-called Flag
Day, in the night between 28 and 29 November, local Albanian extremists destroyed
a total of 46 gravestones at the [Christian] Orthodox cemetery in Kosovo Polje [...]
the gravestones of prominent Serb families and Serbs killed after the arrival of the
international mission in Kosovo and Metohija. On most gravestones the photographs
of the deceased were completely destroyed and their names removed. [...] Following
the attack on the cemetery of Decani two days ago, this latest act of vandalism demon-
strates the intent of the Albanian extremists to fully achieve their goal and erase the last
traces of Serb graves and holy places in Kosovo and Metohija. In all of this, especially
upsetting is the fact that the UN mission and KFOR have no solution to this problem
and that cemeteries and more recently built churches have been completely left to their
fate and the barbarism of the ‘Balkan Taliban’.” (ERP KIM, report from Gracanica, 30

November 2002).
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by Albanian extremists. Since May 2002, KFOR has begun to scale down
its presence in the so-called ‘minority areas’, which was a signal to Albanian
extremists to resume their strategy of ethnic cleansing, persecuting Serbs
from all parts of Kosovo and Metohija, through a new series of ethnically
motivated crimes, in order to force them to leave the province, and, addi-
tionally, discourage those willing to return.

Freedom of movement, after three years of KFOR presence, remained
unattainable for Serbs and non-Albanians. Among dozens, if not hundreds
of examples, this is a striking one: a group of some fifty retired Serbs trans-
ported by UNMIK bus from Osojane to Pe¢ were heading for the local
bank on 11 October 2002, but experienced a brutal attack by over 600 Al-
banians in the streets of Pe¢. Their bus was stoned and additionally demol-
ished by Molotov cocktails, while at least fifteen elderly Serbs were injured
and subsequently evacuated by Spanish KFOR to a temporary refuge in the
nearby building only to be hastily escorted back to their village.**

The decreased number of ethnically motivated killings in 2002
showed, however, that the targets were not any more large Serbian com-
munities, but usually smaller and more vulnerable ones, mostly in ethnically
mixed areas. On 6 January a Serb was killed by a grenade in front of his
house in Kosovska Kamenica. On 23 February, a Serbian woman in Lipljan
was shot and killed by an unknown perpetrator. In August, five Serbian
houses in Klokot near Kosovska Vitina were destroyed by planted explosive
devices while several persons were injured, including two members of US
KFOR troops. In October, a woman from the same village was assassinated.
In December, a Serbian peasant from the village of Cernica, near Gnjilane,
was killed. The number of attacks that did not end up in killings was consid-
erably higher. The number of ethnically motivated attacks against Serbs, re-
sulting in serious injuries had increased from 274 in 2001 to 454 in 2003.%

The ghetto-like situation is typical for smaller Serb communities
(villages, parts of villages or groups of villages): the village of Cernica in
the Gnjilane area previously had 85 Serb households amidst 400 Albanian.
From 2000 to 2003 Serb residents were frequently attacked by the local Al-
banian extremists, including arson and assassinations. Five Serbian families
in Cernica lost their members, including a child; dozens were wounded,
their houses burned or destroyed, while the church of St. Elijah was devas-
tated. After four years of international rule, at the end of 2003, in 6,391 eth-
nically motivated attacks by Albanian extremists, 1,192 Serbs were killed,

> Additional data in the Memorandum of the Serbian Orthodox Church on Kosovo and
Metohija.

23 More in Batakovi¢, “Kosovo: From Separation to Integration”.
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1,303 kidnapped and another 1,305 wounded. Nevertheless, few perpetra-
tors have been identified, let alone arrested, tried and sentenced.*+

On 12 April 2003 Albanian extremists planted 4o kilograms of ex-
plosive under the railroad bridge of LozZiste near Banjska and Zvecan. Due
to an error made during placement and activation, the explosive only slightly
damaged the bridge but killed both Albanian perpetrators, members of the
“Kosovo Protection Corps” and the terrorist group known as the “Albanian
National Army”. An UNMIK police investigation established that the pur-
pose of the attack was to blow up the train carrying Serbs from the central
Kosovo enclaves to Serb-inhabited Leposavi¢ in the north, on its way to its
final destination, Belgrade.

It was rightly observed that “neither United Nations police forces nor
NATO Kosovo peacekeeping forces (KFOR) were willing to acknowledge
that as early as the previous summer there had been an increase in ethnic
and criminal violence against minorities and police that had raised the total
expulsions of Serbs, Roma and other minorities since 1999 to 240,000. Re-
gardless of the warnings of minority leaders, checkpoints and sentries pro-
tecting Serb settlements and churches had been withdrawn. The number of
KFOR personnel had been prematurely reduced, to 17,500 troops. Neither
civilian officials nor the military command were prepared for the two-day
pogroms by majority Albanians against non-Albanians. There simply were
no contingency plans for such an emergency.”s

The March pogrom of 2004

In March 2004 it became obvious, at least to international observers, that
some leaders of the Kosovo Albanians believed that by several orchestrated
waves of ethnic cleansing of all the remaining Serb population from the
Province they could present the international community with a fait accom-
pli. The incentive for the next wave of ethnic cleansing was the mild inter-
national reaction to the previous ethnic cleansing of two-thirds of Kosovo’s
Serbs that had begun in mid-June 1999. Although Kosovo’s Serbs had been
warning of the real nature of Albanian nationalism in Kosovo for years,
both the UN and the West assumed they were exaggerating, only to receive

4 For detailed data on the victims of Albanian terror in the period between June 1999
and November 2001, see 1. Simi¢, ed., Zrrve albanskog terorizma na Kosovu i Metohiji
(Belgrade: Committee for Gathering Information on Crimes against Humanity and
Violations of International Law, 2001).

*5 Quoted from Marie-Janine Calic, “Standards and Status. Violence against minorities
a year ago scared everyone”, Internationale Politik, Munich 2005.
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a confirmation of almost all Serbian claims in just three days of orchestrated
violence — the March pogrom — Kosovo's Kristallnacht.

'The previous destruction of at least 117 Serbian cultural sites, mostly
churches and monasteries, passed almost unnoticed or was mildly criticized
everywhere except in Serbia, Russia and Greece. Ethnic purity, as envis-
aged by Kosovo Albanian extremists, however, is not a concept that can
be accepted as the legitimate foundation for either democracy or state in-
dependence. It became evident that none of the values of the West would
eventually take root in the lawless, illegal trafhcking paradise of mafia-ruled
Kosovo, a “Balkan Columbia”, as it was named by international experts for
drug trafficking routes to Western capitals.*®

'The official pretext for the three-day campaign of violence against the
Serb-inhabited enclaves triggered on 17 March 2003 was the tragic drown-
ing of several Albanian children in the Ibar River near Kosovska Mitrovica.
'The allegations that the Albanian boys drowned after being chased by local
Serbs turned out to be false, and this was later confirmed by UNMIK. Quite
the opposite, as observed by Derek Chappell, the UNMIK spokesman, “the
wave of violence has been too coordinated to be a spontaneous, popular
reaction to rumors [...] It was planned in advance.”” More than 51,000
Albanians participated in the thirty-three areas where there was mass eth-
nically motivated violence, while 163 of them were arrested, as reported by
UNMIK on 22 March for arson, murder and other criminal acts.

Busloads of Albanians were transported to Serb-inhabited areas,
clashing occasionally with KFOR units on the way, while targeting in par-
ticular those enclaves that stood in the way of controlling the main trans-
port and railway routes in Kosovo. For this reason, entire Serb villages in
central and eastern Kosovo were razed to the ground, and some 4,000 Serb
civilians became homeless within two days of unconstrained violence. The
UN evacuated its missions from at least three cities in Kosovo. In two of
them, Serbian Orthodox churches were set aflame. The only functioning

Serb Orthodox church in Pristina, St. Nicholas (Sv. Nikola), dating from

26 “International agencies fighting the drug trade are warning that Kosovo has become
a ‘smugglers’ paradise” supplying up to 40% of the heroin sold in Europe and North
America. NATO-led forces, struggling to keep peace in the province a year after the
war, have no mandate to fight drug traffickers; and — with the expulsion from Kosovo
of the Serb police, including the ‘4th unit’ narcotics squad — the smugglers are running
the ‘Balkan route’ with complete freedom.” (Maggie O’Kane [from Belgrade], “Kosovo
drug mafia supply heroin to Europe”, The Guardian, 13 March 2000). Cf. also Nick
Wood [from Pristina], “Kosovo ‘mafia’strikes”, The Guardian, 13 September 2000.

27 Cf. reports and analysis of Raska-Prizren Diocese, ERP KIM 17-19 March 2004.

Cf also Special report on violence on Kosovo by Bga, Belgrade (Specijal Bg2: Nasilje na
Kosovu. Hronologija dogadjaja (16—22. marta 2004).
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Kosovo and Metohija: March pogrom 2004

the 1830s, was eventually set ablaze, as another act of denying the Serbs the
very possibility of living or returning to the provincial capital of Kosovo and
Metohija.*®

¥ Upon hearing the news of the pogrom and the burning of churches in Kosovo, a small
but aggressive crowd of Belgraders surrounded the Bairakli mosque. In retaliation, the
windows were broken, and a fire started. (A similar retaliation against the local mosque
took place in Nis, the second largest city of inner Serbia.) In contrast to the scene in
Kosovo and Metohija, the Serbian government dispatched police forces. However, they
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While insisting that they are capable of governing an independent
state, the Albanian leadership in Kosovo and Metohija also claim that they
were unable to control their compatriots and to halt the pogrom against the
Serbs. Hence, while the most influential Albanian party leader in Kosovo,
Hashim Thagi, travelled overseas preaching the virtues of multi-ethnicity
and a civic-based identity, the five most important medieval Serbian sites in
his hometown of Prizren were burned or heavily damaged by his supporters
in the raging Albanian mob, in front of a passive German KFOR contin-
gent, lacking orders from Berlin to act against the perpetrators.*

'The March Pogrom of 2004 was labelled by Admiral Gregory John-
son, NATO commander for Southeastern Europe, as “ethnic cleansing”,
while he was still sending additional troops to halt the two-day outburst of
violence against Serbs.>* As confirmed by Italian General Alberto Primiseri,
the whole campaign was planned in advance, forcing Kosovo into blood and
fire.3* UN ombudsman Marek Antoni Nowicki called this pogrom a real
“drama of the Serbs”, while the correspondent of Le Figaro Magazine titled
his detailed report Kosovo Serbs: Suitcase or Coffin (Les Serbes du Kosovo : la
valise ou le cercueil).

were not entirely successful in dispersing the angry mob. A Serbian Orthodox bishop
joined his fellow Muslim clerics in Belgrade in trying to prevent the crowd from attack-
ing the mosque. These were isolated incidents in reaction to the Kosovo pogrom, not a
systematic campaign of destruction as in Kosovo and Metohija.

29 “Murder upon murder, kidnapping upon kidnapping, arson upon arson, and now
finally this pogrom, have led the Serbs to the realization that they are at the mercy
of barbarians. This is ethnic aggression of the worst sort ‘in the heart of Europe’ (as
Madeleine Albright famously called Kosovo before she bombed Serbia). Today, we see
the true face of the ‘multiethnicity’ of which all spoke so highly. And all this is happen-
ing under UN. and NATO administration. Imagine how bad it could get if Kosovo
becomes independent.” “Senator Sam Brownback (R., Kan.), after having met Bishop
Artemije of Kosovo several weeks ago [before March 2004] in Washington, wrote a
letter to President Bush in which he concluded: “We should not consider advancing
the cause of independence of a people whose first act when liberated was to ethnically
cleanse a quarter of a million of their fellow citizens and destroy over a hundred of their
holy sites.”This week’s dismal events have proved him all too right. Perhaps this pogrom
will force the Bush Administration to take seriously the warnings of Belgrade, and help
stop the rivers of Kosovo from flowing red with blood.” (Quoted from “Kristallnacht in
Kosovo. The burning of churches raises questions about independence”, 19 March 2004,
by Damjan Krnjevic-Miskovic, on www.nationalinterest.com).

3 Voice of America News, 19 March 2004. Cf. also IWPR (Institute for War and Peace
Reporting), London, Report of 19 March 2004; Danas, Belgrade, 20 March 2004.

3t Italijanski general: Albanci imali smisjen plan, FoNet & B9, 19 March 2004.

3 Jean-Lous Tremblais in Le Figaro Magazine, April 2004. Cf: also Marek Waldenberg,
“Why Kosovo should not be independent” in Kosovo and Metohija. Past, Present, Future
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The series of subsequent reports of Kosovo ombudsperson Nowicki
about negative trends in multi-ethnic relations, as well as the detailed No-
vember 2005 report of UN Special Envoy in Kosovo, Ambassador Kai Eide,
about the situation in the Province have shown that very little or no progress
has been recorded for the last seven years, i.e. since June 1999. Kai Eide re-
ported that the position of Serbs, and of other non-Albanians, was “grim”3
and that Kosovo Serbs chose to stay outside the PISG of Kosovo and to
maintain direct (“parallel”) links with Belgrade for both health and educa-
tional services. He described that the Kosovo Serbs feared that they would
be, as they had been before, simply a decoration to any PISG of Kosovo,
with little ability to achieve tangible results or to protect their rights. In
turn, Eide confirmed that the Kosovo Albanians had done little, if anything,
to dispel this widespread fear.3+

Moreover, the Kosovo Albanians’ condemnation of ethnically-mo-
tivated violence against the Serbs since June 1999 has always come tardily,
reluctant and mildly phrased, and exclusively under strong pressure from
UNMIK or Contact Group representatives, who demanded public con-
demnation from the Kosovo Albanian leaders of orchestrated campaigns of
ethnically motivated crimes perpetrated by Albanian extremists.

The return of at least 230,000 internally displaced persons expelled
trom Kosovo and Metohija since June 1999 remains an unresolved issue.
The main obstacle to their sustainable return is strong opposition from
both local Albanian communities and the Albanian-dominated PISG. Ac-
cording to UNCHR, for the eight years of UN administration (June 1999

(Belgrade: Serbian Academy of Sciences and Arts, 2006), 428.

33 With regard to the foundation for a multi-ethnic society, the situation is grim.
Kosovo leaders and the international community should take urgent steps in order
to correct this picture. The overall security situation is stable, but fragile. The level
of reported crime, including inter-ethnic crime, is low. However, on the ground,
the situation is complex and troubling, especially for minority communities. There
are frequent unreported cases of low-level, inter-ethnic violence and incidents. This
affects freedom of movement in a negative way. To correct this situation, it will be
important to prosecute crime more vigorously. When perpetrators remain at large,
a sense of impunity prevails.

34+ “The continued existence of camps inside Kosovo is a disgrace for the governing
structures and for the international community. The Roma camps in Plementina and
Zitkovac are particularly distressing. They should be dealt with on an emergency basis.”
“The Serbian Orthodox religious sites and institutions represent a critical element of
the spiritual fabric of Kosovo Serbs. They are also part of the world cultural heritage.
There is a need to create a ‘protective space’ around these sites, with the involvement
of the international community, in order to make them less vulnerable to political ma-
nipulation.”
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—June 2007) only 7,100 IDPs returned, most of them elderly peasants. Fur-
thermore, despite joint efforts by both KFOR and UNMIK, the systematic
persecution of the Kosovo Serb population and of non-Albanians in general
carried out by extremists and tacitly approved by the majority of Albanians,
has continued to be the main impediment to any viable progress towards re-
building a tolerant multi-ethnic, multi-cultural and multi-religious Kosovo
society that would function under the rule of law. According to the UN-
MIK office for returnees, more than 1,467 of 4,100 Serbs forcibly displaced
in March 2004 were still outside of their previous households more than a
year later.3s According to a Beta-Press report quoting the UNHCR repre-
sentative in Belgrade, in mid-2005 there were 226,000 Serbs and members
of other non-Albanian communities and ethnic groups still living as dis-
placed persons in central Serbia and more than 25,000 in Montenegro.3

Concluding remarks

'The orchestrated ethnic cleansing of the Kosovo Serbs, organized and car-
ried out in several waves after June 1999, has continued throughout 2006
and 2007 with occasional attacks, bombing of churches and random kill-
ings. The final goal of Albanian extremists was to reduce radically the num-
ber of Serbs in Kosovo and Metohija from eighteen to less than ten percent,
in order to be able to present them as an insignificant minority not entitled
to the rights of a constituent nation that they have elsewhere in Serbia. The
number of Serbs remaining in northern Kosovo (in several municipalities
with a Serb majority, Zvecan, Zubin Potok, Leposavi¢ and the northern
part of the city of Mitrovica) and within several KFOR-guarded, variously-
sized enclaves scattered throughout the Province (Gracanica, Novo Brdo,
Strpce) is between 130,000 and 146,000. Hence, roughly sixty percent of
the Serbian population has been expelled from Kosovo and Metohija dur-
ing the last eight years of international rule; most of them still live as IDPs
in central Serbia. The actual number of registered displaced and expelled
persons is 212,781 in Serbia, and 29,500 in Montenegro.

All of the province’s cities, with the exception of the Serb-controlled
northern part of Kosovska Mitrovica, were ethnically cleansed of Serbs in
1999, and remain so today. There are practically no Serbs left in large cit-

35 Beta-Press, Belgrade, 16 June 2005.

3¢ Beta-Press, Belgrade, 21 June 2005: “Roughly 220,000 Kosovo citizens are still living
as internally displaced persons in other parts of Serbia and Montenegro”. According to
UNHCR, after the arrival of international peacekeeping forces in 1999, 230,000 Serbs
and Roma left Kosovo, while 800,000 Albanians returned to Kosovo.
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ies such as Pristina, Prizren, Uro$evac or Pe¢. In Pristina, there were about
40,000 Serbs prior to 1999, while today there are less than a hundred of
them living in a single building, under appalling conditions and constantly
guarded by KFOR. The conditions in different Serb enclaves in terms of
personal security and freedom of movement are still precarious. There is
rampant unemployment among Serbs (up to 93 percent) and extreme pov-
erty, while the living standards in general remain far below the average in
the region and the Province itself. The number of returnees, despite many
written agreements with UNMIK and frequent promises by both UNMIK
and the Albanian-dominated provisional institutions, remains insignificant.
So far, only 5.5 percent of the total number of internally displaced Serbs and
other non-Albanians have returned to the UN-administered Province since
June 1999, and in practice, very few of the returnees have been permanently
resettled.

The export of the Kosovo war model of ethnic domination, first, in
2000, to the mixed Serb-Albanian municipalities in the Presevo Valley in
southern Serbia, and then, in 2001, to the predominantly Albanian-inhab-
ited areas of neighbouring Slavic Macedonia (FYROM), demonstrated
that the anachronistic concept of Albanian nationalism in the region is not
motivated by the noble struggle for human, civil, collective or any other
internationally sanctified rights, which is how it is usually presented to in-
ternationals, but by a narrow-minded long-term project of establishing full
and uncontested ethnic domination over a territory through systematic per-
secution, pressure and discrimination of all other, numerically weaker ethnic
groups.

In essence, the Albanian war concept means making life impossible
for members of every other national group or ethnic community until they
become numerically and politically so negligible that they no longer represent
any threat to the whole strategy of exclusive ethnic domination. The concept
of full control over a certain territory is combined with some seemingly dem-
ocratic political demands, which, however, are paving the way to the creation
of an independent Kosovo and, in the next phase, most probably, of a single,
ethnically unified Greater Albania, if not de iure, at least de facto.

For years the extremists among the Kosovo Albanians have found
crucial logistic support in the extended, and dominant in Europe, Albanian-
controlled trafficking in drugs, arms and humans. Thus, organized crime
gave a strong economic stimulus to the war concept of the Kosovo Al-
banians, while endemic lawlessness additionally boosted illegal businesses,

especially drug smuggling.37

37 Xavier Raufer (avec Stéphane Quéré), Une menace pour I'Europe. La mafia albanaise.
Comment est née cette superpuissance criminelle balkanique? (Lausanne: Favre, 2000).
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According to reliable data gathered by the German Intelligence Ser-
vice (BND), filed in the sixty-seven pages of the confidential report of 22
February 2005, recently partly published by the Swiss weekly Weltwoche,
the leading political figures of Kosovo Albanians, former KLA warlords
Hashim Thaci, Ramush Haradinaj (indicted by the ICTY tribunal at The
Hague) and Djavid Haliti, are, for years now, deeply involved in organized
crime in the Province, from arms and drugs smuggling to human trafficking
and money laundering.®

'The same report includes the statement of Klaus Schmidt, chief of
the European Mission for Police Assistance of the EU Commission in Al-
bania (PAMEC), that “through Kosovo and Albania 500 to 700 kilos of
drugs are smuggled daily, and that a part of it is refined in Kosovo labora-
tories.” The lack of control over borders and the movement of people and
goods between UN-controlled Kosovo and Albania additionally strengthen
organized crime, which further increases the concerns of the international
community.’

Over the last eight years, the KLA war commanders, doubtlessly in-
volved in criminal activities and accused of war crimes, have become the
leaders of the most influential Kosovo Albanian political parties. They con-
tinue to be the main representatives of the war concept as the only effective
method of resolving the Kosovo status problem, by harassing and discrimi-
nating Serbs, in order to change the prewar ethnic structure and thus dele-
gitimize all the claims of Serbia to Kosovo and Metohija.

Within such a context, the Serbs and non-Albanians in Kosovo and
Metohija, sharply diminished in number, are still living under the strong,
permanent and highly discriminating pressure of extremist Albanians, most
often fully deprived of basic security, individual and collective rights, legal
and ownership protection and the right to maintain and further develop
both their national and cultural identities. The protection of their identity,
including the right to return, as stressed not only by UNSC Resolution
1244, but also by the eight standards of the international community, set to
develop the rule of law, inter-ethnic tolerance and democracy, and to pro-
vide for the Province’s sustainable development. Thus, Kosovo and Metohija
remains very far from the minimal standards required for a society to be
modern, tolerant and civilized and to function in accordance with the most
fundamental European values.

Violence against the Serbs has somewhat diminished due to the UN-
sponsored negotiations on Kosovo’s future status in Vienna (2006—2007),
but the general trend of covert or overt pressures aiming at an Albanian-

3¢ Jurgen Roth, “Rechtstaat? Lieber nicht!”, Weltwoche 43/05, pp. 48—50.
39 Thid.
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dominated and ethnically cleansed Kosovo is still underway. On European
soil, under the UN flag, the Serbs, members of one of the oldest European
nations, still live in ghetto-like conditions, in areas guarded by international
military forces, their armoured vehicles and, in some places, by barbed wire.
For the majority of them, the only solution for their very survival, for their
demographic recovery, sustainable return and both political and economic
sustainability is to maintain Kosovo within Serbia, on the path towards the
European Union.



264

Kosovo and Metohija




Appendix

Documents and Opinions






Fr. Sava Janji¢

Chaos and Disorder
Kosovo ANp MEeToH1jA FOUR YEARS LATER

Four years after the deployment of the UN Mission and KFOR troops
in Kosovo and Metohija one can hardly claim that the war-torn southern
Province of Serbia is on the right track to become a democratic and multi-
ethnic society. Quite on the contrary, UNMIK’s policy of constant conces-
sions to Kosovo Albanians and their political goals has made life for the
Serbs and other non-Albanian communities extremely difficult and with-
out true perspectives in the future. UNMIK’s constant ignoring of UNSC
Resolution 1244 and legitimate claims of the Serbian people on one hand
and the creation of temporary “multiethnic” institutions without any link to
Serbia-Montenegro on the other, have turned Kosovo and Metohija into a
virtually independent ethnic Albanian state prior to any negotiations at all.
In fact, it appears that the goal of some international circles and Kosovo
Albanian leaders is to pursue a policy of fait accompli and practically leave
independence as the only remaining option to which Serbia is expected to
agree pushed along by certain concessions on the other side.

'The willingness of Kosovo Serbs to participate in the building of mul-
tiethnic institutions along the lines stipulated by UNSCR 1244 has only
been exploited in order to give a false legitimacy to the institutions which
in reality remain under the complete control of Kosovo Albanians and have
become tools of institutional repression. If such policy of UNMIK is con-
tinued in the future and if there is no constructive revision of the Consti-
tutional framework to return the process of institutionalization inside the
limits of UNSCR 1244, Kosovo may not only become an independent state
but also a state in which all traces of the Serbian people and its culture will
be completely eradicated. Four years of the internationally enforced peace
with a terrifying record of crimes and destruction of cultural heritage are
only a shadow of what the Province might look like once Kosovo Alba-
nians are given full and unrestrained power. Last but not least, this “state”
may become the main destabilizing factor for all of South-eastern Europe,
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which will seriously obstruct the process of European integration and de-
mocratization of the Balkans. As a focal point for future ethnic Albanian
integrations, independent Kosovo may become a dangerous precedent for
redrawing political maps of Europe according to ethnic lines.

Changes for the better for only one community

Frankly speaking, in Kosovo and Metohija much has changed for the better
in the last four years but only for the Albanian community. Under UN-
MIK's rule, however, changes are only slightly or not at all reflected in Serb
areas where less than 100,000 remaining Serbs are hard pressed to see any
essential improvements since the end of the war. While it is true that many
hospitals have been restored, Serbs cannot seek treatment in them; numer-
ous roads have been tarmaced but Serbs lack the freedom to travel on them;
tens of thousands of houses have been renovated but only about one hun-
dred of them are owned by Serbs. After the war, all mosques were repaired
and many new ones built while over one hundred Serbian churches still lie
in ruins and not one has been reconstructed; there are many new supermar-
kets, gas stations and restaurants, but what use are they to Serbs when only
Albanians and foreigners can safely enter them. In short, based on his first-
hand experience, the average Serb feels that UNMIK has come to help only
one community while Serbs appear fated to live as second-class citizens on
the margins of society.

Nevertheless, the greatest failure of UNMIK is that in three years it
has not managed to stop the negative development of creating an ethnically
pure and divided society where citizens are divided into the privileged and
those who lack basic human rights. This system is being perpetrated largely
due to the fact that UNMIK is simply not ready to implement the basic
provisions of Resolution 1244. The overwhelming majority of Kosovo Serbs
still lack civil freedoms and rights, as well as free access to public institu-
tions in urban centers: hospitals, schools and cultural institutions. The cities
and towns of Kosovo and Metohija, except in the north of the Province,
have been almost emptied of their Serb population. In Pristina today there
are only about 250 Serbs remaining; an equal number are in Gnjilane; in
Orahovac, there are about 450; in Prizren, 65; in Djakovica, 5; in Pe¢ there
are none, with the exception of some 20 elderly nuns in the Pe¢ Patriarchate.
Towns such as Uro$evac, Srbica, Glogovac and Klina have already become
ethnically pure Albanian settlements. All assessments suggest that these
small Serb communities in urban centers will soon be extinguished unless
the provisions of UNSC Resolution 1244 are implemented.

In a particularly difficult situation are Serbs living in “multiethnic” ar-
eas such as Obili¢ and Vitina. In these areas systematic pressures, attacks and
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murders have left the remaining Serbs without true prospect of normal life.
Everywhere around the Province, institutions and settlements are decorated
with flags of the Republic of Albania and posters of Adem Jashari; monu-
ments to new heroes from “the war of national liberation” are springing up
everywhere, along with kitschy statues of new Kalashnikov-armed “Alba-
nian heroes”. At the same time, Serb cemeteries are being transformed into
public garbage dumps and the ruins of destroyed churches are overgrown
with weeds. Everywhere signs in the Serb language have been obliterated,
and towns are being given new fangled names which have never existed
before in history. History itself is being falsified with the goal of creating a
new artificial identity in order to destroy centuries of history and cultural
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development. Once known as the cradle of Orthodox Christianity, medieval
churches and frescoes, Kosovo now more resembles Afghanistan.

UNMIK and its virtual reality

From UNMIK’s comfortable and well-protected headquarters one cannot
see the Serb ghetto in Pristina’s “YU Program” building, nor the forsaken
Serb villages near Obili¢ where every day brings uncertainty and Serb chil-
dren live in daily fear. From their virtual reality, well-paid international bu-
reaucrats do not see the hospitals, schools, movie theaters and restaurants
which have been inaccessible to Serbs for the past four years despite the
presence of UN and NATO forces. Nevertheless, the number of crimes is
decreasing, proudly claim UNMIK officials. This claim is not incorrect but
the statistics do not explain that this positive trend is largely the conse-
quence of the isolation of the Serb community in their protected enclaves.
According to the distorted logic of some UNMIK officials the cities in
which there are no Serbs are the safest and the most stable places in Kosovo.
For example, the city of Pe¢ was seen as such a place too. That is why half a
year ago, international caretakers hurried to take a group of 50 elderly Serb
pensioners from the neighbouring Serb enclave to that city to claim their
pensions. Of course, they barely managed to get them out alive under a hail
of Molotov cocktails and stones from the local Albanians. “But how can
this be?” surprised UNMIK officials asked themselves. “According to our
assessments Pe¢ is a safe city for Serbs; not a single Serb has been killed
there in the past two years.” What they forget to take into account is that
there are no more Serbs in Pe¢ since the war. According to the same logic,
the city is equally safe for Inuit and Chinese. Statistics and real life differ
considerably.

For many internationals in Pristina the situation seems to be quite
normal and they fail to notice that some courageous young Serbs, usually
interpreters who work for UNMIIK or OSCE, appear in public places ex-
clusively using English and ID cards with international names to avoid
risks. This has become so normal that certain international offices regularly
organize cultural events and presentations with translation only in Albanian
since it is assumed that even if any Serbs dared attend such events they
would naturally speak only English. The remaining Serb native residents
of Pristina who cannot buy bread normally in Albanian shops and are not
good at English do not have much choice but to stay in their homes. Such
is the life in the city in which to be and to stay a Serb is an adventure.
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Returns only on paper — Serbs forced to give up return
'The second greatest failure of UNMIK is the lack of return of the Serb pop-

ulation. Only several hundred Serbs have been able to return to their homes,
most of them elderly people whose names were first listed and carefully
filtered by local Albanian staff and KLLA veterans. UNMIK’s inflated figures
of thousands of Serb returnees are inaccurate and refer to returnees of other
at-risk communities, primarily Roma. Frequently even those who come to
visit their relatives from Serbia are registered as returnees while those who
leave Kosovo and Metohija in the meanwhile are not. Despite all efforts and
programs, the returnee villages of Osojane and Bica near Istok continue to
live under siege, surrounded by KFOR protective forces. Are 30,000 KFOR
troops and several thousand UNMIK policemen really unable to ensure the
return of expelled persons to their homes? Obviously, that would not be met
with approval from Albanian extremists, and UNMIK and KFOR have no
intention of getting involved in a conflict with them and endangering the
safety of their own personnel. This generates a vicious circle with UNMIK
increasingly becoming a passive sponsor of an ethnically cleansed society in
the eyes of the Serbs; the very kind of society (according to the official inter-
pretation) the international community sought to prevent by dropping tons
of bombs on Serbia in 1999 and killing thousands of innocent men, women
and children. Since judge and prosecutor in Kosovo and Metohija are one
and the same, the blame for these problems apparently falls again on Serbs
such as Bishop Artemije, who, it appears, stubbornly refuses to acknowledge
what a good life his people are living. Perhaps we should blame the last re-
maining Serb grannies in Djakovica. According to a “lucid” interpretation
of an arrogant international bureaucrat, they are “provoking the Albanian
population by their isolation, consequently justifying their refusal to accept
them”? Thus five old ladies are provoking 100,000 Albanians, who on the
other hand refuse to allow them to buy bread in the store, let alone to live
the last years of their lives in peace.

Several returnee projects in the Pe¢ region, pompously announced by
UNMIK last year, have been practically abandoned simply because UNMIK
“does not want to create new enclaves”. In fact this is just an excuse to avoid
responsibility for the protection of returnees and deployment of additional
troops able only to provide a minimum of security for the returnees. Offi-
cially, displaced Serbs are kindly invited to return individually. In reality, not
even groups of Serbs are safe from Albanian extremist attacks, which makes
this invitation nothing but a bitter irony. When displaced Serbs complain
and say that their return is impossible under such conditions, UNMIK of-
ficials interpret their words as a lack of willingness to return at all. Planned
reductions of troops in many parts of Kosovo and Metohija, in which Serbs
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used to live before, practically bring hopes of return to zero, because in the
existing security situation their return is absolutely not possible.

For example, UNMIK has announced the closing of the local office
in Dec¢ani Municipality, the transfer of competencies to the local municipal
administration (which, by the way, consists of ethnic Albanians only), while
KFOR plans to cut down the number of troops to a minimum, which will
probably be enough to provide a certain level of security only for the mon-
astery of Decani. In such a situation 1ooo displaced Serbs from this town
practically have no hope for return and are thus forced to sell their property.
With such a policy UNMIK and KFOR are indirectly pressing displaced
Serbs to give up the idea of return. On the other hand some Western gov-
ernments (like the USA) donate money for the integration of refugees in
central Serbia, which additionally discourages returns. The logic seems to
be clear — the less willing the Serbs are to return, the easier it will be for
KFOR to reduce troops and for UNMIK to accomplish its exit strategy and
pull out; the less Serbs in Kosovo and Metohija, the less problems for the
international community and Kosovo Albanians.

During the past years, Kosovo Serbs were exposed to hundreds of
various extremist attacks, and thousands of provocations and threats. Hous-
es were blown up, land mines exploded, people were killed and wounded.
Ethnically motivated crimes still continue. The recent massacre of a Serb
family in Obili¢ and the murder of a Serb teacher near Vitina are not ex-
ceptions but indicators of the prevailing atmosphere of ethnic terror. Not
one member of the former KLLA has been brought to justice for any of the
crimes committed against Serbs during the war. A few have been arrested,
but only for crimes against their own Albanian compatriots. Despite all this,
UNMIK insists that Serbs “accept this new reality and become integrated”
in a society where there is no room for them. There is so much irony and
injustice in this claim by which UNMIK hopelessly tries to hide its own
responsibility for failure.

Serbian Orthodox Church under persecution

'The destruction of Orthodox Christian churches and Serbian cultural mon-
uments also continues and their restoration is still not possible because they
might be destroyed again. Indeed, Kosovo and Metohija is a unique postwar
area in which, four years after the conflict, the restoration of the Christian
holy sites is impossible due to the prevailing intolerance of the Albanian
Muslim majority. While at the same time dozens of new mosques have
been built, many of them with ample funding from Arabian states, Ortho-
dox Christianity remains under persecution: nuns are stoned and verbally
abused, priests cannot normally visit their flock, parish churches are stoned,
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and the theological school in Prizren, which worked even in the times of
the Ottoman Empire, is closed without any hope of reopening. Cemeteries
are being systematically desecrated, crosses are broken and holy icons burnt.
Half a year ago one Serbian Orthodox church was blown up and another
seriously damaged. The perpetrators of these attacks have never been found,
just like in other attacks in which 110 churches were blown up, burned or
damaged. Medieval churches which survived five centuries of Ottoman rule
perished under the internationally “granted” peace, in the presence of thou-
sands of peacekeepers. Now the Serbian Church struggles to preserve the
ruins of these churches because local Albanian municipal councils would
gladly see these ruins removed and replaced by their own monuments to
the “war heroes”.

Serbs without economic prospects

While enormous financial resources have been invested to meet the needs of
the Kosovo Albanians, Serb villages and enclaves continue to live in poverty
and misery. People are without jobs; thousands of hectares of Serb-owned
land remain uncultivated due to lack of security. Grazing one’s livestock in
a meadow involves a serious safety risk, let alone contemplating the sale of
farm products at the local farmers’ market. Daily pressure continues on the
remaining Serbs to sell their property, especially in cities and towns where
the Albanians have illegally occupied thousands of Serb-owned private
houses, apartments and businesses. They often use this usurped property
without any compensation to the owners before UNMIK’s very eyes and
sometimes with its tacit approval. At the same time, thousands of hectares
of state-owned land and forests have been devastated by looting and illegal
lumbering.

Every appeal to the court is condemned to fail from the start be-
cause the justice system in the Province is a tragicomic parody of law and
(dis)order. Due to a lack of witnesses, who are under enormous fear of Al-
banian extremists, not one major incident against the Serbs has been posi-
tively resolved. At the same time, dozens of Serbs are wasting away in the
interrogative jails of UNMIK, completely against all existing laws, because
the courts lack evidence to sentence them as war criminals. Restitution of
property is a near impossibility; in the few cases where, by some miracle, a
Serb manages to get back his confiscated house, he is immediately forced
to sell it because it is not safe for him to return with his family to live in it.
UNMIK has an explanation for this, too. Recently the deputy civil admin-
istrator for Pristina stated nonchalantly that the Serbs in fact “do not want
to return to their homes at all despite UNMIK’s invitation to do so”. How
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are they supposed to return to constant danger, uncertainty, injustice and

poverty?

Privatization legitimizes injustice done in the past

After the Second World War and the establishment of Communist rule in
Yugoslavia large tracts of arable land and forests were confiscated from the
Serbian Orthodox Church, primarily in Kosovo and Metohija. The Church
has failed to restitute its property ever since because it was viewed as one of
the strongest opponents of the Communist rule. After the confiscation in
1946, a part of the Church land was simply distributed to Albanian farm-
ers, many of whom had immigrated to Kosovo and Metohija from Albania
during Nazi occupation. The other part was kept as state-owned property
or assigned to socially-owned companies. Kosovo Albanians who benefited
the most from this confiscation now understandably want to avoid restitu-
tion of the Church land by all means and press UNMIK to pursue a hasty
privatization which will finally bring the former Church property into their
private hands before a law on restitution is drafted.

The latest UNMIK regulation on privatization threatens to allow
Kosovo Albanian companies and private owners to “legally” privatize the
former Church property and thus make restitution impossible. To the
Church, which has lost more than 1oo holy sites since the beginning of the
UN Mission in Kosovo, this is an additional blow and discouragement. The
Serbian Orthodox Diocese has therefore already asked the Coordination
Centre and UNMIK to take into consideration its rightful claims, but so far
no assurances have been given that former Church property will be spared
from privatization and restituted to its owner.

Institutions: A smokescreen for false multiethnicity

However, the greatest misconception in Kosovo and Metohija is that the
constitutional framework, supposedly free elections and institution-build-
ing will enable the Serbs to improve their position through the institu-
tions of the system. For a year representatives of the Serb Return (Povratak)
Coalition participated in the work of the Kosovo parliament without be-
ing able to achieve a single concrete result. Is Kosovo any closer to being
a multiethnic society? Have better conditions been created for the return
of expelled persons, the goal from which the Coalition took its name? Is
Resolution 1244 being more effectively implemented? The answer to all
three questions is NO. Incidents continue to occur and Kosovo does not
even remotely resemble a multiethnic society; instead, it has become a clas-
sic model of institutionalized apartheid and intolerance. Only a few hun-
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dred out of about 200,000 expelled persons have a roof over their head in
their isolated enclaves. And as far as Resolution 1244 is concerned, it has
never been more trampled on and disregarded. Kosovo Albanians are using
institutions which Serbs have joined to prove that Kosovo and Metohija is
indeed “multiethnic” and that it should become independent. Occasionally
their leaders, accompanied by UNMIK officials, take a stroll through a Serb
enclave, snap a few photographs and immediately run to Western capitals
to show pictures which supposedly prove their concern for “the Serb mi-
nority”. In fact, hiding behind this false facade of the UN mission and the
new Kosovo institutions is a tragic reality of unbridled violence, organized
crime, corruption and bureaucratic chaos. UNMIK has not only tarnished
the moral reputation of the international community in the Balkans but is
now consciously turning as blind eye to the destruction of an entire people
and their culture for no other reason than to rationalize its own failure.

In the past four years the Kosovo Albanians have done absolutely
nothing with regard to respect for human rights of the Serb community. Al-
though Kosovo legislation contains many provisions guaranteeing, theoreti-
cally, the rights of minorities, Kosovo Serbs can hardly make use of them,
simply because they live on the margins of law and order, isolated in their
poor enclaves and exposed to daily threats by Albanian extremists. So far
UNMIK has not even been able to guarantee the free public use of the Ser-
bian language, let alone other rights. Almost all Serbian signs bearing the
names of towns put up by the UNMIK administration have been obliter-
ated by black spray paint. Many Serbs deduce correctly that if the Albanians
cannot even accept our language, then how can they accept and respect our
other rights and ensure our free and dignified life?

In search of an exit strategy

Despite all difficulties and problems which they endure from the local Al-
banians, what hurts Kosovo Serbs the most is the unscrupulous propaganda
conducted by UNMIK, which rudely falsifies the actual situation in Kosovo
and Metohija. The goal of this campaign is to rationalize the tremendous
failures of this mission, whose purported “successes” are increasingly com-
ing under fire in New York and Brussels. The current unofficial goal of the
Mission appears to be to finally implement an effective exit strategy that in-
cludes transferring all authority to the local authorities, i.e. institutions over-
whelmingly dominated by the Albanian majority, prior to the withdrawal
of the international community from the Province and the pronouncement
of the successful conclusion of the Mission. As the logical consequence of
this strategy, local Albanians and some international circles are expecting
recognition of an independent Kosovo, i.e. a second ethnic Albanian state in
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the Balkans, which will supposedly guarantee Serbs all rights “according to
the highest European standards”. Taking into account that areas inhabited
by Albanians are the cleanest ethnic territories in the Balkans, it is difficult
to expect an exception to the rule in an independent Kosovo where ethnic
and religious tolerance are out of the question. Such a creation would be in
fundamental contradiction with everything which contemporary Europe
represents and wishes to achieve today. It is not necessary to comment on
the economic sustainability of a society largely based on smuggling and il-
legal activities. Without friendly relations with their next-door neighbours,
Serbs and Macedonians, the Kosovo Albanians can depend only on pov-
erty-stricken Albania, which has enough problems of her own.

It is very important to emphasize that the active presence of Serb
deputies in provincial institutions is seen as a key element for a successful
exit strategy and the eventual secession of the Province from Serbia, because
this would be the strongest argument before the world that the Serbs are re-
ally able to shape their future independently, freely and effectively through
the multiethnic institutions of a future independent state. Of course, these
Serb deputies, who commute to parliamentary sessions in armoured police
vans and who do not dare to step outside the building for a simple coftee
break, are themselves beginning to understand what and whom they are
in fact serving. This is why further participation in such institutions, under
extremely discriminatory and humiliating conditions, is not possible any
longer. Without essential changes in the institutional system, which must
be brought to compliance with UNSC Resolution 1244, Serb participation
in the Parliament will only make additional damage to the position of the
Serbian people and help Kosovo Albanians create their independent state.

Despite everything said above, the Serbian people still hope that UN-
MIK will finally abandon the policy of double standards and begin building
a truly free and multiethnic society in accordance with Resolution 1244 and
international law. In the institutions of such a society, where all citizens re-
gardless of religion and ethnicity will have a right to a dignified and free life,
the Serbian people will be quite ready to participate with all other citizens
and to offer their constructive contribution. However, if UNMIK intends to
continue building a new ethnic Albanian state in which Serbs would con-
tinue to live as second-class citizens or disappear completely, it is illusory
on the part of the international community to expect Serb cooperation and
support for such a project.
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ADDITIONAL ANALYSIS
(September 2003)

App. 1

Precise figures of post-conflict ethnically motivated crimes in Kosovo

Fr. Sava Janjic
ERP KiM Info-Service

Devastating figures of 1,192 killed and 1,303 kidnapped Serbs since the
UN/KFOR arrival in Kosovo clearly demonstrate that the sufferings ex-
perienced during the conflict have simply been replaced with an organized
Kosovo Albanian campaign of ethnic terror against Serbs and other non-
Albanians in times of “peace”. Although some UNMIK officials stubbornly
try to minimize the post-conflict tragedy of Serbs, Roma, Bosniaks, Croats
etc. and to justify their ethnically biased mission, the families of the Serbs
killed or abducted despite the UN/NATO presence audaciously bear wit-
ness to Albanian ethnic terror and injustice which continues under the UN
and NATO flags.

Instead of stopping violence and disarming KLA gangs, UNMIK
allowed KLA to legalize its existence, entering the political life of Kosovo
and using the UN-sponsored institutions as a smokescreen for ethnic dis-
crimination. Instead of implementing a requirement of UN SC Resolution
1244 (Ch. 10, Annex I1, 5) to establish “a substantial autonomy (of Kosovo)
within the Federal Republic of Yugoslavia (i.e. Serbia-Montenegro)” and
re-establish a multiethnic society prior to the final status settlement, the
UN Mission de facto created an ethnic Albanian quasi-state without any
links with the internationally recognized state to which the Province of-
ficially belongs. The inability of UNMIK and KFOR to prevent ethnic Al-
banian extremism and to isolate their leaders politically has resulted in the
largest ethnic cleansing during the period of a peace mission.

In the beginning of the second millennium of Christianity the UN
-administered Kosovo Province is the only part of the civilized world in
which Christian shrines (churches and cemeteries) are exposed to unre-
strained destruction and desecration by Muslim Albanians. At the same
moment that more than roo demolished churches lie in ruins despite the
international presence, some Western politicians still speak of a European
tuture of the Province which more resembles Afghanistan than any Euro-
pean country.
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Perhaps, if we should say what the real success of the Kosovo peace
mission is, we can frankly admit that the situation on the ground after the
withdrawal of the former Yugoslav forces would have been much worse
without their presence, humanitarian assistance and protection of Serb en-
claves and some Orthodox Christian holy sites. All its other “successes” are
purely relative and concern primarily the ethnic Albanian community.

KOSOVO — FRAGILE PEACE IN THE SHADOW
OF CONTINUAL ETHNIC TERROR

App. 2

Unwillingness of Kosovo Albanian leaders to confront extremists in
their own ranks makes them accomplices in the ethnic cleansing of the
Province

Fr. Sava Janjic
ERP KiM Info-service
Gracanica, 5 September 2003

In the past ten years or so the Balkans have seen too much blood, suffer-
ing, refugees and destroyed holy shrines. The common characteristic of all
regimes under which crimes against members of other ethnic communities
are committed is their complete unwillingness to face the fact that there
are crimes committed against others and that others have the right to live
in their homes even if they have a different ethnic background and speak a
different dialect. Stories that were regularly circulated by members of the
Milosevi¢, Tudjman and Izetbegovi¢ regimes are so similar to each other
that they seem to have been written by the same people. In fact, these re-
gimes based on crime as a means for achieving political goals were creat-
ing the same type of consciousness, one recognizing or consciously denying
committed crimes as a legitimate method of deceiving the public. Unfor-
tunately, very few people had the strength to openly oppose this policy, but
there were some nevertheless. Let us remember the thousands of young
Belgraders and citizens of Serbia who ran to meet billy clubs and tear gas
in the streets because, for them, the future did not lie in the rule of terror
and lies.
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Things change but not in Kosovo

At long last, things began to change, slowly and self-consciously, but never-
theless they changed. The new political establishments in Belgrade, Zagreb
and Sarajevo are increasingly and more courageously opening the bloody
files of their predecessors in the attempt to bring the period of darkness
and madness to its final close, and to replace it with a new period of mutual
cooperation and trust. Of course, the wounds will not heal quickly, but the
process has begun and the results are increasingly visible. The new gen-
erations of politicians understand that the Balkans burdened by its bloody
legacy can only remain a black hole in Europe and the world, and that
otherwise thousands of young and educated people will leave their homes
in search of a place where people are valued on the basis of their human
qualities, not on the basis of their ethnicity.

In this Balkan story, Kosovo seems to live in a different time and
place even though it is in fact the only part of the territory of Tito’s former
Yugoslavia under the administration of a United Nations civil mission and
a NATO-led peacekeeping force. In Kosovo, crimes not only continue to
occur but for the past four years they have been a silently accepted legiti-
mate means of pursuing the policy of ethnic cleansing which Kosovo Alba-
nian extremists are carrying out against Serbs and non-Albanian minorities.
Their goal is to achieve what dictators such as Milo§evi¢ and Tudjman failed
to accomplish: to carry out a revision of the Balkan borders along ethnic
lines and to divide the towns and villages that not even the five centuries of
Turkish rule or Milo$evi¢’s regime were able to divide. While in Belgrade,
Zagreb, Banja Luka and Sarajevo politicians are painfully and with difh-
culty, but also with increasing courage and determination, confronting the
legacy of the past with the intent of joining the rest of Europe, in Kosovo
key figures among the Kosovo Albanians not only persistently deny ethnic
terror against Serbs but, in the case of the most recent attacks resulting
in the deaths of children and helpless old people, are once again accusing
phantom Serb forces, as if time for them had stopped back in 1999 when
Milogevi¢ ruled the fate of Balkan peoples. Many Kosovo Albanians simply
cannot accept the fact that the new government in Serbia has sent almost
the entire Milosevi¢ establishment to The Hague Tribunal and that Serbia
is not governed by those who brought them pain, but by those who them-
selves suffered under Milosevi¢’s regime.

Living in a nightmare

Serbs in Kosovo continue to live in the nightmare of the 1990s when the
blood of innocent civilians flowed from Knin and Sarajevo to Pe¢ and



280 Kosovo and Metohija

Urosevac. Investigations of crimes committed against Serbs are at a stand-
still; for them there is no freedom of movement or life; their children live
in perpetual fear; and old people enclosed in their isolated homes await ev-
ery twilight in fear. Under the so-called “internationally guaranteed peace”
Orthodox Christian churches and cemeteries continue to be destroyed and
desecrated as if Kosovo were not in Europe but in the land of the Taliban.
While Albanian journalists compete in producing the most fantastic theo-
ries about invisible Serbian paramilitary units making diversions in various
parts of the Province, unnoticed and unseen by thousands of NATO-led
troops and almost two million ethnic Albanians, their politicians doggedly
accuse UNMIK and KFOR, claiming that they would do a better job them-
selves of dealing with “Serbian criminals.” Thus yet another attempt is being
made to deceive the international community with the already frayed story
of how the Serbs are to blame if it snows in the month of October. At one
time, when the first diversions by members of the KLA began in 1996 and
1997, Ibrahim Rugova, the present president of Kosovo Province, swore
that they were carried out by the Serbian secret service although everyone
in the world knew about the shadowy rebel group of Albanian extremists.
After June 1999 the same story was warmed up again in newspaper articles
in order to prove to the world that despite the fact that ethnically motivated
crimes were occurring every day, Kosovo was now “free.” In fact Kosovo was
becoming more and more a Serb-free territory. Albanian politicians who in
June 1999 were absolutely certain of their complete victory are now growing
increasingly nervous and fearful because they have demonstrated that their
vision of Kosovo is not much different from Milosevi¢’s. With their narrow
ethnocentric and anachronistic views they are hardly welcome as a future
part of Europe.

'The creators of these fantastic tales of Serbian phantoms have begun
to believe in them themselves. When the recent massacre of Serb children in
Gorazdevac occurred, a chorus of Albanian language newspapers wrote that
the Serbian children were playing with “a bomb that exploded”. Albanian
physicians in Pe¢, seeing multiple gunshot wounds of children before them,
nonchalantly diagnosed them as bone fractures and proceeded to put casts
on the children’s arms and legs that still contained machine-gun bullets.
When the truth could not be hidden after all, the journalists and politicians
who had been lamenting the demise of Kosovo’s image more than the loss
of young lives began to sing in chorus how the Serbs had in fact shot their
own children because, as one Albanian journalist wrote: “They are ready to
kill their own children if necessary to prevent the independence of Kosovo.”
On the same day the Serbian children were massacred, the world received
news of a young Albanian girl allegedly wounded in the attack. Later it
was “explained” that she was not injured in the attack but in fact “stoned by
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angry Serbs”. In the end, no one was able to give the name of the Albanian
girl or confirm that she was hurt anywhere nearby.

In the same period, a similar case was that of a Serb, Vladimir
Jovanovi¢ of Ibarska Slatina, arrested with great fanfare under suspicion of
having killed a UNMIK policeman from India. Some of the foreign media
went so far as to triumphantly explain to their readers that there was not
only Albanian extremism in Kosovo but also “Serbian terrorists.” The news
of Jovanovi¢’s release because of the fact that since the very beginning there
was no evidence against him went almost unnoticed. The balance of crime
had already been achieved and a concerned Berlin Institute for Internation-
al Relations published an obscure analysis on how Serbian and Albanian
extremists rule in Kosovo using the vacuum of the interregnum. The biggest
problem lies in the fact that neither Kosovo Albanians nor the international
community can clearly state who these “Serbian extremists” really are and
publish at least a few names. But this hardly matters because any Serb who
loves his country and does not want to see it divided cannot be anything
but “an extremist advocating a Greater Serbia.” In the end, stereotypes from
another time and reality must be distinguished.

Unmiks virtual reality

In the whole story of covering up the real situation in Kosovo, some repre-
sentatives of the UN civil mission and KFOR have also played a shameful
role in that their ambiguous and unclear attitude toward the ethnic terror
that has been unfolding in front of their eyes for four years has actually con-
tributed to creating an atmosphere of confusion and indirectly emboldened
Albanian extremism, which goes unpunished. The master in this sort of ac-
tivity is UNMIK’s propaganda minister Simon Haselock, who miraculously
missed the bomb attack on the UN mission in Baghdad by only one hour
and quickly rushed back to Pristina to declare to the world how the secu-
rity situation in Kosovo really was much improved and indirectly accused
Belgrade of creating more tension. The same Albanian politicians who have
been blind for four years to all crimes committed against Serbs, if in fact
they did not support or organize those crimes themselves, are now suddenly
demonstrating touching concern for “the Serb citizens of Kosovo” whom
they are protecting from the Belgrade government that, much to their hor-
ror, is sacrificing its own people and killing them just to spoil “Kosovo’s im-
age” (as if Kosovo even had one). It is becoming increasingly apparent that
the international UN civil mission and KFOR are unprepared to confront
Albanian extremism, the existence of which they are more than aware. If
Albanian extremism was confronted with anywhere near the determination
of a few years ago to topple the regime of Slobodan Milosevi¢, international
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forces might be forced to risk similar tragedies to that which recently oc-
curred in Baghdad.

All in all, the bloody drama of Kosovo continues. The Kosovo Serbs,
with an Albanian knife at their throat on the one hand and the “grave con-
cerns” and hypocrisy of Western peacemakers around them on the other,
continue to suffer and perish. Their government in Belgrade can do lit-
tle to assist them because the smallest gesture of solidarity and concern
for Kosovo is immediately interpreted as a form of new Serbian territo-
rial hegemony. For many Albanians, Kosovo Serbs are just a minority that,
hopefully, will go away eventually and leave Kosovo solely to the Albanian
people. Members of UNMIK and KFOR regularly ask them how they see
their future, as if to indirectly say: Why don't you leave and make life easier
for both yourselves and for us? Truthfully, the mission that has completely
failed and lost all sense continues only because of “a handful of stubborn
Serbs” who refuse to leave. If only they would leave so everyone could shed
the obligatory tear of sympathy and finally turn over a new page by pro-
claiming a new ethnic state of Albanians whose borders are already under
discussion by leading politicians in Pristina, Tetovo and Tirana, and in the
process of being carved out in the field by terrorists of the so-called Alba-
nian National Army, Kosovo Liberation Army, Liberation Army of Presevo,
Medvedja and Bujanovac and who knows what other bands of opportunists.
In the end it appears that the fistful of Serbs and the few Macedonians who
remain in the western parts of this southern republic are the chief obstacle
to the realization of the centuries-old Albanian dream of building the only
ethnically pure state in the Balkans.

It remains to be seen whether the West will sacrifice the Balkans to
its global interests in the Middle East. It is possible that this might result
in some sort of balance of interests but it is also certain that it would en-
able the flourishing of the most dangerous terrorism and crime right in the
bosom of Europe which will hit Europe like a boomerang.



Rajko Djuri¢

Roma in Kosovo and Metohija
ARGUMENTS AGAINST INDEPENDENCE OF Kosovo AND METOHIjA

The Roma of Serbia, like Roma in many European and non-European
countries, who have been, along with Jews, the biggest victims of wars and
a “bargaining chip” in armed conflicts between majority peoples, follow at-
tentively and anxiously the start of negotiations about the future status of
Kosovo and Metohija, an autonomous province of Serbia under UN admin-
istration (UNMIK) since June 1999.

'The United Nations, whose previous Secretary General Kofi Annan
had the opportunity to converse with a representative of the International
Roma Organisation, are not unfamilar with facts and data concerning the
overall position of 12 million Roma, currently the largest ethnic minority
in the world. Nor is it unknown that until June 1999 Roma were the largest
ethnic minority in Kosovo and Metohija.

'The Géttingen-based Society for Threatened Peoples (Germany), Cari-
tas International and other important non-governmental organizations
across Europe have been supplied with detailed reports on the tragedy of
the Kosovo-Metohija Roma after their mass expulsion by Albanian extrem-
ists in June 1999 and ever since such reports have been published almost
regularly in the Cologne-based Roman Catholic Church magazine Good
Afternoon.

European Union, OSCE and the whole international community
have been dully informed, then, that the so-called Kosovo Liberation Army
(KLA/UCK) not only committed crimes against Kosovo Roma, but carried
out a radical “ethnical cleansing” of Kosovo and Metohija of its largest mi-
nority. Of about 260,000 Roma in 1999, now only 29,656 are left! Of 193
Roma settlements in Kosovo and Metohija, there now remain only 26!

'This may be described as an almost total annihilation of the Romani
ethnic minority, unprecedented in the history of Kosovo and Metohija,
not even during the horrible Nazi-sponsored persecutions against Serbs

and Roma of Kosovo and Metohija in the Second World War, although
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there were present, altering in the role of persecutors, SS Nazi forces, Ital-
ian Fascist and various Albanian collaborators subsequently. It convincingly
confirms the truth of Hannah Arendt’s notion that “Totalitarism destroys
totally!”

For further explanation, the following facts drawn from some reports
verified by internationals but available for further assessment will be pre-
sented: a Romani citizen of Obili¢ (T.T.) and his wife, abused on 5 July
1999, have made the statement “that the very same Albanians that had tor-
tured them” later killed the Krasnici family. In their own home, Alija, his
wife Muljazima, Djulja, Fadilj, Cerim and one-year old Nedzmedin were
burned alive. Romani infants were thrown alive into the fire in Pristina.

The KLA, consisting exclusively of Abanians and labelled as “fas-
cist” by several Albanian intellectuals of Kosovo and Metohija, killed a large
number of Roma in Pristina, Pe¢, Obili¢, Djakovica, Lipljan, Prizren, Podu-
jevo, Uro$evac and Gnjilane.

Among the 240,000 inhabitants of pre-1999 Pristina there were at
least 22,000 Roma while the latest data shows that only 1,300 of them
still live in the provincial capital of Kosovo and Metohija. The numbers of
Roma remaining in larger cities are as follows: in Pe¢, only 1100 of 22,0005
in Obili¢, only 500 of 7,000; in Gnjilane, only some 250 of 7,000 are left; in
Vuditrn, of 5,000 Roma only 300 remain.

Long and painful is the list of abused, of raped women and girls, of
missing persons, and some reports refer to mass grave-pits, as yet undiscov-
ered, of Romani victims killed by Kosovo Albanian extremists.” The UN-
MIK administration is positively aware of what Albanian extremists have
been doing to the Roma who have remained in Kosovo and Metohija.

In spite of everything, the Roma from central Serbia, together with
the Roma from Kosovo and Metohija and 116,000 registered Roma refu-
gees from the province — firmly believing that the truth is on the side of the
underprivileged — put their trust in the international community, and espe-
cially in the UN-led process, to provide security, return of usurped property
and sustainable life for all citizens of Kosovo and Metohija. We shall see
what solutions Martti Ahtisaari, Special Envoy for Futur Status Process
appointed by the United Nations Secretary General, will propose to the
negotiating teams of Belgrade and Pristina. In his capacity as president of
Finland, Ahtisaari showed great concern for Roma in his country. The cur-
rent president of Finland Tarja Halonen has continued his work and opened

' Gunter Grass, German Nobel Prize laureate, has warned of the tragic destiny of the
Kosovo-Metohija Roma in his speeches collected in his book Voiceless (Gottingen: Stei-
del 2000).
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the doors to Roma in Finland and Europe, which earned her the highest
recognition from the Roma of Europe in 2003.

'The Roma of Serbia overtly state the names they associate themselves
with, thereby defining their position much more convincingly than they
would have by referring to those who deserve harsh criticism. Committed
to peace and stability, the members of this ethnic minority sincerely expect
the international community to support and defend during negotiations
about Kosovo and Metohija only those stands and views that are in accor-
dance with the established principles and norms of international law.

To grant independence to Kosovo and Metohija, in any form, would
mean to acknowledge and reward those who have committed the most ap-
palling crimes against Roma in European history since Auschwitz, the sym-
bol of Jewish and Romani holocaust.
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On the other hand, in the year declared in a UN appeal as the year
commemorating the sixtieth anniversary of victory over Fascism, to close
the eyes to the Romani victims of Kosovo and Metohija and to deprive their
children of their right to a future would mean the international community’s
tacit approval of the regimes committing atrocities against this people and
brutally abusing their national, civil and human rights of which the UN, its
bodies and major European institutions are guarantors.

From the international community are expected solutions that will
secure peace, security, stability and prosperity for the people, citizens and
all ethnic groups of Kosovo and Metohija. In all that, the fact must not be
forgotten that ethics calls for justice, and without justice there can be no
lasting peace. Justice must not depend on the will of the evildoers, and the
will or threats of criminals must not influence the negotiations about the
culpability of evildoers.

It is up to the wisdom and decisions of the international community
whether the dawning new millennium will bring new hope and faith to
the people, citizens and nations of Kosovo and Metohija and the Balkans,
where there have been cooperation, mutual understanding and friendship
even under emperors and sultans, black and red terror. These peoples, as
many eminent European historians and writers have described and ex-
plained, have not lacked virtue, they have lacked conditions for the exercise
of their rights and liberties. Historical experience testifies to the fact that on
the borders between divided nations and ethnical minorities only the weeds
of distrust and poisonous hatred can thrive.

Today the words of Willy Brandt, spoken on a different occasion,
could show the way to politicians and diplomats, who are expected to avoid
the point at which a future in Kosovo and Metohija would become impos-
sible to plan: “Now only grows together what belongs together!”



Julian Harston

Belgrade Valedictory : March 1, 2007

1. Altogether, I have spent nearly six years as political representative of the
United Nations in Serbia. Two periods separated for me by time in Haiti,
East Timor and New York, and for Serbia by the trauma of the NATO
bombing, the departure of Milosevic, the dawn of a new and largely demo-
cratic order blighted by the murder of a Prime Minister, and the painful and
lonely business of tidying up the remaining historical flotsam left on the
beach at the end of the Balkan storms: Kosovo, Montenegro, and the Swiss
Siren in the Hague.

2. In my first incumbency I watched and commented on the begin-
nings of the epic struggle of the Serbs to rid themselves of Milosevic, a pro-
cess which the NATO bombing in fact delayed not accelerated. The logic of
that intervention was an unrecognised harbinger of the policy of muddle-
headed compromise and inconsistency that was to follow. A policy which
led to the involvement of the UN in its fifth major operation in the Balkans,
and my return to Belgrade to deal with Kosovo.

3. As it has in many other places, the United Nations came into the
dual role of mediator and administrator in Kosovo not by choice. When
the world’s great powers run into difficulties, they tend to assign the most
intractable issues to the UN. Particularly the extraordinary role of a “tran-
sitional administrator.” This responsibility is taken on with ambivalence by
the United Nations as an organisation. Member States, also hesitate to in-
vite the Security Council, with its coercive authority, into delicate questions
of internal governance. For the wealthier Member States, there is also con-
cern that expansion of any UN role along these lines can only incur further
demands on resources. This reluctance has meant that the UN has never
been formally equipped to undertake administrative functions; when it does
s0, as in Kosovo, it does so in an ad hoc manner. And when, as in Kosovo,
the clouded mirrors of the selection process on the 38th floor of the Sec-
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retariat clear not once but seven times in seven years to reveal the figure of
a new Administrator from a very mixed bag of politicians and bureaucrats,
only two with UN experience and none from Peacekeeping, then the inbuilt
deficiencies of the UN system are, at the very least exacerbated.

4. In Kosovo, the political context itself was much more delicate, and
less clear cut, than in other cases in the world where temporary UN admin-
istration has been deployed. Politically, the Security Council’s mandate for
Kosovo offered no definitive indication of the “end-state” of Kosovo, it sim-
ply postponed the issue. The late night, hasty adoption of Resolution 1244
with its now notorious ambiguity — affirming the de jure sovereignty of the
FRY (now Serbia), while performing the de facto excision of any practical
vestiges of this sovereignty — has had predictable results.

5. Whatever the final outcome, this case will, I believe, fundamentally
influence integration processes in the EU, in NATO, in the global economy,
each of which is directly linked to even wider dynamics: the post-Cold
War relations of East to West; the United States and Europe; Russia and
Europe. Thus the people of Serbia and Kosovo find themselves looking for
resolution of their own conflict while at the same time face to face with the
changing tides of high politics. In the discussions on Kosovo’s future status
which are continuing in the faded grandeur of Vienna’s gilded palaces, the
condition of Kosovo's Serb population has been recognised as a sine qua
non of success. But the continuation of insecurity for the Serb population
constantly threatens to turn on their head each and every one of the justifi-
cations for, and achievements of, the international intervention in Kosovo.
The shadow, haunting international policies in Kosovo, remains the real
possibility of Kosovo becoming mono-ethnic. Should this come to pass, the
credibility of international policies, not only in the Balkans but elsewhere,
will be fundamentally undermined. Perhaps belatedly, the opening of dis-
cussions on future status have brought these issues back into the light, at the
centre of the entire effort, where they belong.

6. Serbia’s strategic importance in the future of Europe should make
its emergence from isolation one of Europe’s highest priorities. Yet, Eu-
rope’s vision of Serbia seems frozen in time, drifting with an international
policy born when Belgrade was at its isolated nadir.

7.1 believe the Serbian people to be more aware of the facts of the
Kosovo issue than most outsiders presume. They are aware that the difficult
circumstances of Kosovo were not created in the last seven years, that the
sum of huge political errors upon more errors added up to produce the given
circumstances. Fortunately, the Serbian people also seem to know instinc-
tively that, whatever is to be done, their present interests lie in peace, striv-
ing to improve their own prosperity rather than perpetuating an historical
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grudge. Yet they also want to be convinced that their state and nation is be-
ing given fair treatment.

8. Part of the discussion of Kosovo’s future status is about facing basic
truths. Serbia has had no direct role in governing most of Kosovo for the
past seven years, and the Kosovo Albanian population will likely never again
consent to governance from Belgrade. None of us are afforded the luxury of
indulging in what is after all a philosophical argument whether the Serbian
State (whichever iteration) “forfeited” its rights in Kosovo. The present facts
speak for themselves. The question for all of us has been how to move be-
yond the recent cycle of conflict toward a future that will be different. One
which has the potential to make life better for each individual, regardless of
the side on which they sit. From here, I have argued for more creativity from
my colleagues in the UN and further afield, I am hopeful that, at the end of
the day, this will prove to have made a difference.

9. During my time representing the United Nations in Serbia, I have
witnessed the best and the worst sides of diplomacy. I have realised that,
ironically perhaps, the United Nations, as a mediator of conflict, has fewer
tools with which to work than do many countries. However what the UN
does have is the experience of committed people, and the moral stance that
people and States are better served pursuing their interests through peace-
ful means rather than by violence. The strength of the UN is derived from
a basic faith in the superiority of dialogue, that this is the only road to bal-
ance and to ensure the real future interests of all are met. But, in order for
this strength to be expressed, a deep understanding of the positions of both
sides must be built up.

1o. In their different way, Serbia’s present leaders, the Kosovo Alba-
nian leaders, and we as international mediators have consistently failed to
reach the standard of dialogue that is demanded. Each of us should think
very hard about what can happen in the future if this is not remedied.

11. Serbia’s present leaders have fallen short in accounting for policies
of the past. They cannot simply avoid them by explaining that, as individu-
als, they were not involved in creating them. There is nervousness about be-
ing blamed, understandably, but true leadership demands risk. The alterna-
tive is more harm to Serbia itself, and reinforcement of stereotypes rather
than a change of prism. As a diplomat working in Serbia, I have to remind
my interlocutors too often that there are two sides. It is often not easy to be
a friend of Serbia, which I consider myself to be. “We are a country, not a
colony” is the crude protest often heard from exasperated Serbian leaders.
Instinctive defiance of external forces, one of the prominent characteristics
of Serbian culture, is frequently also one of its most destructive. There is a
frequently voiced, and mostly unfounded suspicion that most offers of as-
sistance are in truth acts of perfidy. Serbia’s leaders are too often psychologi-
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cally unwilling to accept the real limitations they face, and to make reasoned
judgements based upon those limitations.

12.To no less extent, the present ethnic Albanian leaders in Kosovo
have fallen short of accepting the responsibilities required within a peace
process. This too a product of nervousness, a shortfall in leadership that
doesn’t bode well for their own future. Too little pressure has been placed
upon them to acknowledge the most basic tenet: that in pursuing their own
interests and ends, they are not excused from dialogue. Their own best hope
for the future requires putting the past more clearly behind them, no less
than this is the case for Serbia. Alas, most of their international mentors ar-
rived on the scene when the Albanians were cast very firmly and rightly in
the role of victims. The new arithmetic of Kosovo has done little to change
this perception and nothing at all to encourage real dialogue and even ne-
gotiation.

13. Thus we, the international mediators, have fallen short as well.
Too often into the easiest trap, which is seeing this conflict only through the
lens of one side. This kind of laziness undermines one of the UN’s most fun-
damental principles, that it is our role to help the parties in any conflict to
communicate, not to dictate terms nor to hide from the facts by relying on
simplistic or biased assumptions. There has been far too little real dialogue by
international decision-makers with Serbia’s present leaders, a shortcoming
which unfortunately has only reinforced suspicions and prejudices, inside
and outside of Serbia. Jessen Petersen visited Belgrade four times. Ahtisaari
three. The psychological dimensions have been substantially neglected in
the present negotiation process; this has been a very costly omission, and a
process which started with the public proclamation, in ‘Private messages’, of
a forgone conclusion was doomed to reinforce the view of Serb politicians
that the theatre in which they were being asked to perform would do little
for them externally and nothing at all internally.

14. But perhaps the greatest omission of all has been a refusal by
those most directly concerned, the common institutions of Europe, to ac-
knowledge the level of continuing commitment required in this part Eu-
rope, if the European ideal means anything at all.

15. A significant strategic objective was set forth right at the begin-
ning of the intervention: Namely, to integrate Kosovo into a functional re-
gional community (including Serbia and Albania); a community that would
promote efficiency in development funding, create the foundation for po-
litical cooperation, and provide all regional states with a realistic road map
to EU integration. These lofty but important objectives, set in the world
political context of late 1999, receive far shorter shrift in the weary world of
early 2007. The drive to resolve Kosovo status has coincided with an exhaus-
tion of EU idealism.
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16. Since the 2004 referenda on the European Constitution, we have
witnessed a distressing shift away from the prime directive to produce sta-
bility in the Balkans, and its replacement by the prime expedient to avoid
any appearance of sliding backwards, or any obvious manifestation of insta-
bility, whilst at the same time not frightening taxpayers, and the constitu-
tional naysayers, with the prospect of a further ‘European Grand Project’.

17. The prevailing wind in Brussels has set against any major project
or initiative which might risk further alienation of the people from the
European Idea. While still claiming to develop policies that would be more
“inclusive,” and to involve the citizens of Europe more directly, in practice
the EU apparatus has come closer to a standstill. Thus in Kosovo the EU
appears now to be as much or more the “reluctant administrator” as was the
UN in the spring of 1999.

18. The EU has pronounced that it wishes to see democracies in
Kosovo and in Serbia which are capable of respecting the principles of hu-
man and minority rights, and are economically viable. What in that is not
most sincerely to be wished for? However, Statesmen know that wishing
itself is not sufficient. What is at stake in the Balkans is no less than one of
the keys to the EU’s survival as a geo-political project. Is Brussels ready to
step up to the commitment that its own future interest requires?

19. The jury is still out, and the UN, as an institution, needs to be
mindful that its own principles are being tested again now. A reactive and
ill-resourced transition period, allowing the balance of hostilities to shape
the next chapters in the Kosovo drama, will do credit neither to the United
Nations nor to the European Regional capacities, still in their infancy. Far
too little is being done now to safeguard a huge investment. This is a failure
of will and purpose which will be judged in the future to have made abso-
lutely no political, economic, or human sense. It is hard to believe that we
have not learned more from this decade plus of interventions in the Balkan
Peninsula.

20. As I depart to involve myself in another even older debate on
self determination or wide autonomy, where the great and the good in the
Security Council are at least acquiescing to, if not encouraging, exactly the
opposite solution to the one offered in Kosovo, I could be perhaps forgiven
for taking a cynical view of the tasks given to the UN and its peacekeepers.
However, I will permit myself only one sadness and that is the lack of vision
shown by the Contact Group and others over the years, coupled with reac-
tive rather than proactive statements and policies, in an area worth so much
more real attention and care.

21. But I am so often reminded of the good that we do, and the
positive influence that we have on the day to day lives of so many round
the world, that I rejoice in our diversity, and the dedication of so many of
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our people young and old; and press on, hoping to make that difference
that we were destined to try to make by our grandfathers in San Francisco.
And now, in the words of Bing Crosby in the eponymous Road Film, “Like
Websters dictionary, I'm Morocco bound.”

sk ok ok

Note: In this as in so many of my weekly and other reports from here
I owe a large debt to Paul Mecklenburg . The complementary skills we have

built result in our mutual analysis being crafted seamlessly together.



Fr. Sava Janji¢

Kosovo and Metohija at the Crossroads

10 May 2007

Status before standards — Road to stability or a new tragedy?

Eight years after the beginning of the UN Mission in Kosovo, the southern
Serbian province finds itself between different options ranging from the
internationally supervised autonomy oftered by Belgrade to the supervised
independence proposed by the plan of the Special Envoy of UN SG Martti
Ahtisaari and supported by the USA and the EU. In both cases, the stazus
guo seems to be untenable because the UN Mission in Kosovo (UNMIK)
is no longer in the position to resolve the crucial issues that await the Prov-
ince.

The strategy of the international community expressed by the motto
“standards before status” was abruptly replaced by the new motto “stan-
dards and status” after the outbreak of the 17th March 2004 violence in
which 4,000 Serbs and Roma were driven out of their homes, and another
35 Serb Christian Orthodox churches torched within only two days. The
March violence was hardly a simple consequence of the Kosovo Albanians’
impatience, but rather an organized campaign against the Serbs and in-
ternational officials intended to speed up the process of status resolution.
Although the first Western reactions to the March violence acknowledged
that it had been organized and planned, since mid-2004 the riots have been
practically exonerated as an understandable social reaction of Kosovo Al-
banian youth frustrated because of the unresolved status of the Province.
Since then, the international efforts have been even more intensively di-
rected toward the transfer of competencies despite the fact that only some
individual perpetrators of the March 2004 violence were brought to justice
and the main organizers remained unpunished. In those days Kosovo insti-
tutions demonstrated an astounding lack of accountability, with some of the
leaders even trying to justify the violence with arbitrary accusations against
the Serbs, falsely blamed for the death of three Kosovo Albanian boys who
had drowned in the Ibar River.
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UNSC Resolution 1244 was considered by the West difficult to im-
plement from day one because Milosevi¢ was still in power in Belgrade
and any development of Kosovo institutions within the framework of the
“substantial autonomy” envisaged by the UNSC Resolution was often dis-
missed as unrealistic. After the democratic changes in Belgrade in October
2000 there were attempts to revert to the spirit and letter of UN Resolu-
tion 1244. One of them was Covié-Haekerrup agreement on cooperation
between Belgrade and UNMIK reached in Pristina in 2001, but barely any
of its provisions were ever implemented. Belgrade lacked a clear idea of full
reintegration of Kosovo amidst a variety of political challenges marking the
first years of democratic government, while provisional Kosovo institutions
had already been developed in such a way that no link with Belgrade could
be easily established. Since the end of 2004, throughout 2005 and 2006,
Albanian-controlled Kosovo provisional institutions have been given more
and more powers, and the international efforts have not been focused on
developing the provisional institutions along the lines of substantial au-
tonomy envisaged by the UNSC in 2004, but as political institutions of a
future independent state. Some analysts have concluded that the March
pogrom against Serbs in 2004 was a crucial point in the post-war Kosovo
period because the Kosovo Albanian leaders saw democratic developments
in Serbia as a growing threat that would eventually force the international
community to implement UN Resolution 1244 and to give up the idea
of creating a new Albanian-dominated state in Kosovo. At the same time
the slow dynamics of democratic development, hampered by the failure to
cooperate with the ICTY, and lack of readiness to dismantle security struc-
tures inherited from Milosevi¢’s times seriously damaged the credibility of
Serbian democracy wvis-a-vis the future of Kosovo and Metohija.

The replacement of the “standards before status” strategy with the
latest notion of “status and standards” brought barely any improvements
to the life of Serbs and other non-Albanian ethnic groups in Kosovo and
Metohija. Although the provisional Kosovo Government pledged financial
support in the reconstruction of destroyed Serb homes and holy places, very
few Serbs who fled from the Albanian rioters in March 2004 have returned
to their homes. On the other hand, the return process for IDPs from cen-
tral Serbia and Montenegro has generally stalled with the exception of a
few hundred returnees in isolated villages, primarily in the western part of
Kosovo.

'The main concern of Kosovo Serbs remains security because the
March riots that turned into a pogrom seriously disillusioned the Serbs
from believing that the international peacekeepers and Albanian-controlled
Kosovo institutions would give them any protection in the event of renewed
acts of ethnically motivated violence. Although the number of incidents
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since March 2004 has significantly decreased, with ocassional random kill-
ings and attacks, in practice the safety situation for Kosovo Serbs has not
been improved. Many hopes of Kosovo Serbs have been shattered forever,
while local Kosovo authorities have done little, if anything, to win their
confidence. Kosovo Serbs oriented themselves more towards Belgrade and
parallel structures, particularly after the decision of Serb representatives in
the Kosovo Parliament to withdraw from these institutions after the 2004
riots.

Negotiations on the future status of Kosovo during 2006 have
brought the issue of standards into focus again. The Serbian side insisted
that not even a minimum of standards had been achieved, while the Kosovo
representatives pledged full protection for Serbs only if Kosovo was granted
independence. Many Kosovo Serbs interpreted this offer as blackmail, par-
ticularly after some Kosovo leaders warned that anything but independence
would surely trigger a new series of ethnic violence.

At the same time, the Kosovo Serb community has remained disor-
ganized as ever. In the last seven years Kosovo Serbs failed to create credible
political organizations which would fully articulate legitimate interests of
all the factions of Kosovo Serbs in front of homogenized Kosovo Alba-
nians and the international community. The local branches of the political
parties simply continue the policies of their Belgrade-based party leaders,
which in many instances fail to understand the everyday problems of Koso-
vo Serbs and to provide them with satisfactory assistance. The system of
parallel institutions in the Kosovo Serb enclaves did provide employment
for one part of Kosovo Serbs and enabled hundreds of families to survive
in their ghettos. It also retained a certain level of institutional links with
Serbia, crucial to their survival. Isolation and discouragement are the result
of previously failed efforts to articulate their needs through the Albanian-
dominated Kosovo institutions despite all difficulties and the overwhelm-
ing discrimination which became an Albanian practice in treating all the
problems concerning the Kosovo Serb community. The decision to boycott
Kosovo parliamentary elections in 2004 additionally isolated the Serbian
community and widened the gap between the communities. True, the Serbs
had many reasons to boycott the institutions which failed to prevent or
stop the March riots, but neither did their choice to remain out of the in-
stitutions bring any concrete benefit. Many laws were passed without any
Serbian participation and to their detriment, which is now very hard to
remedy. Many Kosovo Serbs feel that their willingness to take part in the
building of multiethnic institutions along the lines stipulated by UNSCR
1244 has only been exploited in order to give false legitimacy to the institu-
tions which in reality remain under complete control of Kosovo Albanians
and have become tools of institutional repression.
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Let us take a brief look at the situation surrounding the implementa-
tion of standards now that the UN Security Council is expected to come out
with a new resolution on Kosovo which will pave the way either for its in-
dependence or for a new series of negotiations whose dynamics will depend
on the implementation of standards. Kosovo Serbs logically conclude that
if Kosovo Albanians have failed to implement the basic standards under the
UN protectorate, it is quite unlikely that they will do so if Kosovo is granted
independence.

Returns: Internally Displaced Persons (IDPs)

'The safe and secure environment for a sustainable return has never been fully
implemented for Kosovo Serbs and other minorities given that more than
220,000 Serbs and other non-Albanians remain in displacement. UNHCR
has reported 16,000 returns since 1999, but only 5,000—6,000 of these are
Serbs. At the same time, hundreds of Serbs have left Kosovo, many of them
the Serbs displaced after the March 2004 riots. The urban return has been
little more than symbolic. At the moment, the major Kosovo cities remain
without their pre-war Serb population.

Cities 1999 2007
Pristina 30,070 86
Pe¢ 12,000 5
Gnjilane area 25,000 15
Urosevac 5,300 o
Prizren 8,300 31

While the return process has been more or less stalled, many of the remain-
ing Serbs, Goranies, Turks and Roma are thinking of leaving under the
present conditions, and claiming that they will be forced to leave eventually
should Kosovo gain independence.

Relatively successful return processes have been achieved in the Pe¢,
Istok and Klina municipalities, primarily to villages where Serbs lived before
the war and which were devastated in summer 1999. However, the number
of returnees in the last two years has not exceeded a few hundred. Difficult
economic conditions and uncertainty still discourage younger people from
returning. Although the number of physical attacks has ostensibly decreased,
Serb returnees complain of administrative obstacles and the inability of lo-
cal institutions to resolve numerous property issues. The remaining Serbs
in the Albanian majority areas are reporting regular petty discrimination
against Serbs and other non-Albanians at the level of local officials. Koso-
vo Serbs say that the basic obstacles to their return include the continued
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existence of terror networks linked to the KLA (masked groups, criminal
clans, mafia and some KLA war-veteran groups). These groups display their
symbols openly, frightening the Serbs off in many parts of Kosovo. There
is even, in the Kosovo Prime Minister’s office, a photo of Adem Jashari, a
KLA militant who terrorized the local Serb community before the war.
Meanwhile, Jashari has become a political icon of post-war Kosovo and one
of the greatest ethnic Albanian heroes. There has been complete impunity
for criminal acts and organized crime activities, especially those committed
against non-Albanians. The minimally competent Kosovo Police Service
(KPS) has demonstrated a very poor capacity to solve or prevent crimes.
Regrettably, since the 199os the majority of the Albanian community have
been living in a culture that promotes intolerance and little or no moral
obligation toward non-Albanians. Serbs are often treated as second-rate
citizens who, according to many, deserve to be punished for the actions
of the former Belgrade regime. A discriminatory privatization scheme has
deprived of any compensation countless Serb, Roma and Gorani workers
formerly employed in socially-owned companies. The privatized companies
as a rule do not offer jobs to Serbs, who generally remain limited to agricul-
tural activities. Even these activities are very reduced because of inadequate
freedom of access to their fields located farther from their villages. An over-
all economic, security and social collapse has proved inappropriate for the
reintegration of returnees.

Human rights situation

Since 1999 the human rights of Serbs and non-Albanians in Kosovo have
been systematically violated, and the UN Mission has generally failed to
improve the situation on the ground despite some anti-discriminatory laws
and regulations which have never been or have been only partly imple-
mented at the local municipal level.

Language rights are generally not respected in Kosovo. Despite the
laws many documents are issued only in Albanian with the regular excuse
that there is a lack of translators. In every Ministry in the PISG, in all de-
partments within the KPS, signs are exclusively in Albanian or with some
English. The same situation is also in Kosovo’s major hospitals, which are
supposed to serve all citizens equally. Courts regularly violate the obligation
to provide documents to clients in the Serbian language or do so only at ex-
plicit request. Signs on public institutions (such as bus stations, banks, sports
stadiums, etc.) are almost exclusively in Albanian too. The use of the Serbian
language in public is often limited as a result of fear and intimidation. The
message seems clear: Albanian is the only public and accepted language. It
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took months to mount a three-language road sign for the Decani Monas-
tery in the town of Decani, despite very strong international insistence.

Freedom of movement is limited for many communities in most of
Kosovo. Besides the limited access to agricultural land, escorts are still pro-
vided for the monastic communities in western Kosovo. Serbian convoys
(buses and cars) have often been stoned or otherwise harassed by Albanian
youth (particularly the Istok and Srbica areas).

Free access to mayor cities is limited if not impossible for a large
number of Serbs. In response to this, UNMIK has promoted the establish-
ment of Court Liaison Offices and Police Sub-Stations in non-Albanian
enclaves, thereby indirectly solidifying the segregation of Serbs and other
non-Albanians, rather than building a sustainable multi-ethnic society. In
addition to systematic changing of geographic and place names, the PISG
is carrying out a systematic revision of the history and cultural landscape of
Kosovo by publishing books and texts that deny Serbian cultural and ethnic
identity and its heritage. Names of historic towns and villages have been
changed, and in such a way that instead of pre-war Albanian names com-
pletely new names have been invented, e.g. Novo Brdo (pre-war Novoberde
in Albanian) to Artana, Kosovska Kamenica/e to Dardana, Leposavi¢/Lep-
osaviq to Albanik, Obili¢ to Kastriot, Suva Reka/Suhareke to Theranda etc.
'The Serb toponyms that had survived for centuries, even throughout Otto-
man times, are now being changed to erase every trace of Serbian historical
presence. Paradoxically, the number of Slavic toponyms is now much higher
in Albania than in Kosovo.

Within the provisional institutions of self-government, such as Koso-
vo Ministry of Culture, Youth and Sport, brochures have been published
that completely deny the Serbian cultural heritage in Kosovo and Metohija.
A scandal occurred in UNESCO in May 2005 when the Ministry officials
distributed these materials during a Donors’ Conference for the destroyed
heritage in Kosovo. Serbian Orthodox monasteries were presented as
Kosovo Orthodox monasteries in which “Albanian Christians prayed in the
past”. In particular the Ministry is developing archaeological programmes
which try to prove a direct link between ancient Illyrians and modern Al-
banians and the media often publish articles claiming that the Serbian Or-
thodox churches were once Albanian Christian sites subsequently occupied
by Serbs. Particular provisions in the Ahttisaari’s protecting the identity
of the Serbian Orthodox Church in Kosovo reflect a great concern of the
Church that Kosovo institutions may launch even stronger campaign of
“Kosovarization” or “Albanization” of the Serbian patrimony in Kosovo.

'The judicial system is corrupt and disfunctional, especially as regards
the protection of the rights of Serb property owners. In addition to the ille-
gal occupation of Serb-owned property, dozens of Serb properties in Klina,
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Pe¢ and Istok have been sold on the basis of falsified sale contracts. These
cases still remain unsolved, and many Serbs cannot access their property
they never sold to the present Albanian “owners”. Arbitrary changing of
cadastral records is a particular concern. Church property is particularly
targeted and it seems that there is a systematic campaign to privatize the
former Church property, nationalized by Communist authorities, to prevent
restitution one day. Some individual cases of the return of Church property
by the previous Serbian administration are generally not recognized by the
present Kosovo authorities, which seriously jeopardizes the economic sus-
tainability of some monastic communities.

Tens of thousands of Serbs and other non-Albanians have been
waiting for seven or more years to reclaim their usurped property. Often,
when illegal occupants are evicted, they simply return to the property and
no further action is taken against them. Serbs who insist on claiming their
property have been the victims of violence and attacks (i.e. Pavlovi¢ mur-
der in Klina, attack on the Radosavljevi¢ family in Klina, and many more
documented cases). No arrests have been made for the attacks that have
taken place so far, thus leaving a general impression of impunity. Criminal
sentencing is often lenient or inadequate, especially when it comes to the
few cases involving serious crimes against Serbs or non-Albanians actually
brought to court.

'The Kosovo Police Service (KPS) generally functions poorly. Not a
single major crime committed against Serbs and non-Albanians has been
solved, e.g. Staro Gracko massacre of 14 Serb peasants, Ni§ Express bus
bombing, Gorazdevac killings of two Serb teenagers, Stoli¢ family assas-
sination, still by unknown perpetrators, many other documented murders
and serious ethnically motivated crimes and assaults against the Serbian
community. Serious investigation is carried out only under international
political pressure, as is the case of recent rocket attack on the Decani Mon-
astery (30 March 2007). The perpetrator was identified (a Kosovo Albanian
suspect from a neighbouring village), but after the prosecutor issued a war-
rant for him, the suspect ran away.

'The KPS often follows a static and rigid form of policing with limited
investigative capacities. In many cases the KPS is unable or simply unwill-
ing to carry out investigations. Most Serbs and non-Albanians, especially
following the performance of the KPS during the March riots of 2004, have
no confidence in this police force. Police sub-stations have been set up os-
tensibly to provide additional security guarantees for minorities as a priority
standard. In reality, the sub-stations are equipped and staffed poorly, with
very limited authority and ability to act on the ground, and often ignored or
abandoned by the relevant KPS station commanders.
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At the same time international police presence has been significantly
reduced and only monitors remain present in some local police stations. The
present capacity of the KPS for law enforcement and the influence of local
clans and criminal structures on KPS do not allow efficient struggle against
the organized crime and mafia.

Security

The main obstacle to a peaceful and safe environment for Serbs and non-
Albanians in Kosovo is lack of security. The establishing of law and order
has generally totally failed because the KLA structures have never been
demilitarized after the war. The KLA was supposed to transform into a
civilian protection corps, the so-called Kosovo Protection Corps (KPC, or
TMK in Albanian). But the TMK retains the uniform and insignia of the
KLA and simply changed the acronym “UCK” to “TMK”, and maintains
the military structure of command corresponding to the former KLA or-
ganization. Since the so-called “transformation” of KLA into KPC, many
KPC members have been dismissed because of their criminal activities. De-
spite all efforts to put this organization under firm control, the KPC has
retained the ideology of the KLLA, obvious in the names of their barracks
and iconography. The officers of the KPC received military ranks not cor-
responding to their training and knowledge. At the same time, the KPC has
armed personnel and is known to have important caches of arms, including
heavy arms that do not correspond to its civil emergency role.

Some KPC members are known to participate in terrorist activities,
notably the smuggling of weapons, intimidation of non-Albanians, attacks
against non-Albanians (attempted mining of a train transporting Serbs in
North Kosovo, 2003, among other acts). The KPC retains very firm links
with the KLA war-veteran and other paramilitary groups that have com-
mitted attacks against Serbs, other minorities, freethinking Albanians and
some international personnel.

Immediately after the war, the still existing KLLA carried out a sys-
tematic campaign of ethnic cleansing against Serbs and other non-Alba-
nians. So-called “Black Eagles”in western Kosovo and “The Black Hand”in
the Pristina area are only some of criminal groups who executed dozens of
Serbs, Roma, ethnic Albanians and other citizens. Although there is cred-
ible proof that KFOR had information on the activities of these groups,
NATO-led peacekeepers avoided any confrontation with the KLA para-
militaries in the first months of their mission. It is only now that some
NATO classified information has leaked about the activities of these groups
and their leaders, some of whom have meanwhile become leading Kosovo
politicians.
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After 10 June 1999 the KLA looted, destroyed and usurped more
than 40,000 estates owned by Serbs and other non-Albanians. In a sys-
tematic campaign of terror, these groups took power in all the towns and
cities of Kosovo in order to empty them of their Serb and non-Albanian
population. These systematic attacks on Serbs and non-Albanians were of-
ten branded by UNMIK and KFOR as “spontaneous acts of revenge by
frustrated Albanian civilians”.

The KLA adopted a two-prong approach of attacking vulnerable
persons on the one hand, and notables, intellectuals and other community
leaders on the other. This explains the large number of missing physicans,
teachers and professors from the Serb community in the major towns.

According to the Office of Missing Persons and Forensics (OMPF)
and the ICRC, more than one thousand Serbs and other non-Albanians
have gone missing since 1998/99.

To date, only 253 bodies have been recovered, identified and returned
to their families. Most other Serbs and non-Albanians who disappeared in
the presence of NATO and UN have not been found yet.

No one has been found guilty for the crimes against Serbs. Some
local KLLA leaders and individuals have been indicted and sentenced for
killing fellow Albanians, but crimes against Serbs have generally remained
unpunished.

KLA-related paramilitary Albanian structures have orchestrated the
destruction of more than 150 Serbian Orthodox churches and monaster-
ies in peacetime (some irreplaceable medieval heritage sites). By the time
KFOR put the most important heritage sites under military protection, al-
most all Serb churches and cemeteries in Albanian majority areas (i.e. those
from which Serbs were previously cleansed) had been devastated and des-
ecrated. Particularly brutal was the destruction of Serbian Orthodox cem-
eteries, many of which were turned into garbage dumps, dozens of tombs
opened and the bones scattered around. The destruction of the Serbian sacral
heritage and cemeteries had two goals: to eradicate the centuries-old traces
of Serbian culture and tradition (which Kosovo Albanian extremists see as
an obstacle to their revised history of an ethnically pure, Albanian Kosovo)
and to discourage returns. The major Serbian Orthodox sites have been pre-
served thanks only to KFOR protection although the Prizren Cathedral of
Bogorodica Ljeviska,a UNESCO World Heritage Site, was burned during
the 2004 March riots despite a KFOR presence in the city. Other Prizren
churches which had survived the first post-war years were burned and des-
ecrated, turning the historic core of the city into rubble.

After the riots the provisional Kosovo Government pledged funds
for the reconstruction of patrimonial sites destroyed in March 2004, and
the process of reconstruction begun in March 2005 after a Memorandum
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of Understanding was signed with UNMIK mediation between the Serbian
Orthodox Church and the PISG.The Council of Europe has led the process.
During the last two years, several partly reconstructed sites were attacked
again, which has raised concerns on the Serbian side about how sustainable
the reconstruction is under the existing security conditions. At the moment,
the Church, the Council of Europe and the PISG are all intensifying efforts
to overcome the obstacles and resume the process of reconstruction which is
seen by the Church as an important effort to encourage returns and preserve
its historical presence in Kosovo.

Weak institutions and organized crime

Kosovo provisional institutions, controlled by the Albanians, with only a
symbolic presence of other ethnic groups and without legal representatives
of the Kosovo Serb community, are still very weak and unable to respond
to challenges before them. They generally serve the interests of the ma-
jority ethnic i.e. Albanian community. The basic problem in the Province
is its chronic political instability. The largest party, led by the late Presi-
dent Ibrahim Rugova, has split into two competing parties, while the other
two parties are led by former KLA commanders, one of whom, Ramush
Haradinaj, the former Kosovo Prime Minister, is an ICTY indictee and is
currently at the ICTY in The Hague. Moderate Albanian forces are rep-
resented by the rather small party ORA led by Veton Surroi. The liberal
Albanian intelligentsia in Kosovo is too weak and “wafer-thin” (as one ICG
report remarked) to compete with the nationalism spread by the main lead-
ers of KLA background. The parties of KLA origin are burdened with older
generation politicians who were KLA warlords and commanders and who
are rightfully seen by many Kosovans as corrupted. They are being criticized
for having accumulated considerable personal wealth, for building large vil-
las with swimming pools, while on the other hand, most ordinary people
remain in poverty and without employment. The younger generation of
Albanian politicians in these political parties — some of them educated
in the West — is still not strong enough to take power and lead the soci-
ety towards European standards and the rule of law. Generally, the Kosovo
Albanian political elite lacks the European vision of democratic society in
which all citizens would be equal regardless of their ethnicity and religion.
A specific problem in Kosovo is the existing Albanian clan structures,
traditional family clans and mafia clans that have divided the territory into
clearly defined interest zones. The clan structures are deeply involved in
organized crime: arms and drug trafficking, prostitution, racketeering, etc.
'The clans want to preserve control over Kosovo institutions and would like
Kosovo state bodies to serve as a smokescreen behind which they could
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continue to accumulate their illegally gained wealth. In order to cool the
social tension, these structures and their political representatives (leaders)
claim that the main reason for the difficult social and economic situation is
the unsettled status of the province. Serbs are often labelled as the “fifth col-
umn’, the main obstacle to a free and prosperous Kosovo. In order to cover
up their illegal activities, these structures are spending large sums of money
on building monuments to “war heroes and martyrs”, organizing KLA me-
morial services and other extremist events. The clan structures among Alba-
nians are also the greatest obstacle to the implementation of the UNMIK
regulations and the Kosovo-wide political decisions on the municipal level.

Recently the former KLA structures have shown intense interest in
preserving their accumulated wealth and political power through an in-
dependent Kosovo. At the same time, they are challenged by a younger
generation of extremists who claim that the former leaders have betrayed
the original KLLA ideals and become “Western political puppets”. These
extremist groups increasingly tend towards the extremist KLA ideology
characteristic of this movement in its beginnings — the unification of all
Albanian-inhabited territories and the complete ethnic cleansing of non-
Albanians from Kosovo. These groups (LPK, LPKC, FBKS and their mili-
tary wing, the AKSh) are acting in close connection with radical elements
in the KPC and war veterans. In some parts of Kosovo these structures have
a very strong impact on the local police and judiciary. Most recently they
have been joined by the ultra-radical Self-Determination “youth” move-
ment led by Albin Kurti. So-called “institutionalized KLA structures”, i.e.
leaders of the biggest political parties and their extended families, fear that
in the event Kosovo is not granted independence, they may lose popular
support. That is why they systematically claim that the failure to deliver in-
dependence to Kosovo would immediately trigger massive riots against the
internationals and Kosovo Serbs. The new-generation nationalists, together
with some older-generation ideological leaders from Kosovo and the FYR
of Macedonia, are intensively preparing themselves for extremist actions.
Their ideology is increasingly reverting to the irredentism of communist
times, and some of their leaders still venerate former communist dictator
of Albania Enver Hoxha and his Marxist-Leninist ideas about Western
imperialism and colonialism, which they now recognize in the international
presence of NATO troops and UN Mission.

An additional problem in Kosovo is the increasing danger of Islam-
ic radicalism. Although generally secular Muslims, Kosovo Albanians are
gradually falling under the influence of some international Muslim char-
ity organizations and Wahhabi groups spreading their influence to Kosovo
through Macedonia, Albania and the Raska (Sanjak) region in Serbia ad-

jacent to Bosnia-Herzegovina. The involvement of four Kosovo Albanians
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in a terror plot against the US military base at Fort Dix in New Jersey in
May 2007 has demonstrated again that extremist groups close to Al-Qaeda
have found a foothold in Kosovo as in other Muslim-inhabited parts of the
Western Balkans. Under the inherently weak provisional, Albanian-dom-
inated institutions, clan structures and mentality and a highly developed
organized crime network, terrorism with Islamic background may become
one of the most dangerous threats not only to Kosovo and the Balkans but
to other European countries as well.

Conclusion

'The overview of the situation in Kosovo and Metohija eight years after the
beginning of the UNMIK Mission shows a very bleak picture. The planned
EU Mission in Kosovo will inevitably face serious challenges that UNMIK
failed to resolve. The belief generally accepted in many Western countries
that Kosovo independence would trim down the accumulated social and
economic tensions may have only a short-term effect, lasting only as long
as the initial euphoria. On the contrary, it has become obvious that an in-
dependent Kosovo with its inherently weak institutions and powerful clan
structures would hardly be able to function according to the rule of law and
to consolidate economically and politically for years to come despite strong
international presence. In such a situation, the thriving organized crime and
terrorism may seriously worsen the situation in the region and destabilize
EU efforts to bring long-term stability to the western Balkans. Should at-
tacks on Serbs and ethnic discrimination continue, and there are not many
indications that this may change after the status settlement, Kosovo will
hardly ever establish normal relations with Belgrade, without which its
economy cannot develop normally in the future. Attempts by Kosovo ul-
tra-nationalists to boost Albanian secessionist movements in Montenegro,
Macedonia, central Serbia’s Presevo area, to reopen the question of Chams
in northern Greece, will further complicate interethnic relations and put in
danger long-term stability in Serbia and elsewhere in the western Balkans.



The Visoki Dec¢ani Monastery Land Issue

Long-term survival and protection of the monastery
Historical significance of Decani Monastery

Since its founding, the Monastery of (Visoki) Decani, one of the most im-
portant Serbian Orthodox monasteries, has been of great historical and spir-
itual significance for the survival and life of the Serbian Orthodox Church
and its faithful people in the region of Kosovo and Metohija. In order to
ensure the economic and spiritual survival of the monastery, its founder,
the Holy King Stefan of Decani, issued in 1330 the famous Decani Char-
ter, endowing the monastery with numerous properties and estates, includ-
ing 89 villages throughout the regions of Polimlje, Metohija and Altin, the
southern slopes of Prokletije in today’s Albania. In Ottoman times, a large
portion of this property was confiscated, so that the brotherhood retained
ownership of only a small part of the monastery lands.

According to land registry data, prior to 1946 Dec¢ani Monastery
owned 808 hectares of land (1996 acres; 1 hectare = 2.47 acres), of which
208 hectares of arable land, and 600 hectares of forest. This land was located
in the immediate vicinity of the monastery and in the former districts of
Podrimlje, Djakovica, Pe¢ and Istok. The monastery was also the owner of a

house in Decani called “Mermer” (IMarble).

Unjust confiscation of monastery land in 1946

All this property was owned and used by the De¢ani Monastery until 1946,
when it was confiscated, without any compensation, by a decision of the
“Executive District People’s Assembly for Kosmet” (No. 2649 dated 28 June
1946). The monastery administration filed an appeal against this decision to
the “District Agrarian Court for Kosmet” in Prizren, which issued a deci-
sion (No. 1716 dated the same day) upholding the decision of the Executive
District People’s Assembly and finally took away almost the entire property
of the monastery. The monastery was allowed to keep for its use a maximum
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of 60 hectares, of which 30 hectares under forest and 30 hectares of culti-
vable or tillable land, but in scattered locations and largely in areas already
inhabited by Albanian immigrants from Albania who had settled on the
Serb-owned land during the Second World War. Thus, through these deci-
sions the monastery obtained: 5 hectares of vineyards, 0.5 hectares of forest
and o.5 hectares of gardens in Velika Hoca; 9 hectares of cultivable or till-
able land in Decani near the monastery; 15 hectares of land in the village of
Istini¢, and 30 hectares of forest near the monastery. In reality, however, the
monastery had control over just a portion of the land left.

A good part of the land received in the village of Istini¢ had already
been illegally appropriated by the Albanians who had built their houses on
it and farmed it. Deprived of any legal or economic protection or any pos-
sibility of exercising its right to use its land, the monastery administration
had no choice but to accept the status quo and to sell its land in Istini¢ to
the usurpers for symbolic prices given by the squatters themselves, which
means below the market value of the property. Thus the monastery was left
with only 15 hectares of cultivable or tillable land.

Of the nine hectares of land left to the monastery in the immediate
vicinity, one part includes the ravine near the Bistrica River. Thus the mon-
astery makes active use of only 7.5 hectares (18.53 acres) of cultivable land.

Communist authorities build on monastery land

Clearly observable biscernible behind all this is the intent of the authorities
at that time to undermine the economic and spiritual subsistence of the
monastery as much as possible. Instead of allowing the monastery to keep
30 hectares of cultivable land in its immediate vicinity, the state split up the
monastery estate, confiscating 12 hectares of its best land, and allocated it
to a poultry farm in Decani. Later on, a modern honey-packing facility was
built on this land by the “Apiko” Beekeepers’ Cooperative. The production
process in this formerly successful cooperative has not taken resumed for
more than 1o years due to its enormous debts and the it can de facto be
considered bankrupt. In addition to this, a tract of land in the middle of the
property was also subsequently confiscated and in the 1950s turned over to
B. Vuli¢, administrator of Dec¢ani Municipality; consequently, seeking to
preserve the integrity of its estate, the monastery was forced to buy back
its own land. The land that not even the Ottomans had confiscated from
the monastery during the centuries of enslavement was unjustly taken away
during the post-Second World War period and then sold back to the mon-
astery at a dear price.

In the immediate vicinity of the monastery, 200 m above it, several
tracts of pine forest, planted at the beginning of the century by Russian
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monks, were also taken, as well as the area up to the infirmary in Decani.
Evidence confirming that this land has always been owned by the monas-
tery includes the remains of the small church of St. Nicholas as well as the
existing land registers. After expropriation on this land was constructed a
small hotel called Visoki Decani. In 1984, the construction of a larger hotel
began, but it soon ceased (in 1988), and the building has remained unfin-
ished. Visoki Decani Hotel has not been used as a tourist-hospitality facil-
ity for years. First the building was appended to the Pristina-based “Sloga”
hotel-tourist company in a very murky manner; later this relationship was
severed by Decision 1102 of 5§ October 1994. Afterwards the hotel was used
by the “Rad” construction company to house the workers who were build-
ing refugee settlements for Serb immigrants from Albania in the vicinity
of Decani. During the recent war the building was partially damaged and
looted; today, three years after the war, the hotel is completely abandoned.
Several times local KFOR has encountered local Albanian villagers remov-
ing the roof beams and anything else remaining in the hotel. Due to its
condition, the building is no longer suitable for use.

Behind the attempt to build a tourist-hospitality facility near the
monastery was the obvious intent to transform this area into a tourist and
hotel complex and thus directly endanger the survival of the monastery
which would have finally been transformed into a museum.

In addition to this, the house known as “Mermer” in the centre of
Decani was taken away from the monastery. The ground floor of the build-
ing housed the town library while the upper floor was divided into eight
rooms where four Serb families lived. These “apartments” were not convert-
ed to private ownership. After the war, the house was inhabited by Alba-
nians, and a year ago, in the summer of 2001, it was demolished by the local
municipal authorities, although at that point it was already in the ownership
of the monastery.

Monastery brotherhood requesting restoration of its property

Since its property was taken away the brotherhood of the Monastery of
Visoki Decani has repeatedly requested that its illegally seized property be
restored by the state, but the authorities remained steadfast in their deter-
mination not to hear the appeals. An especially strong request was made by
the former Decani Abbot Fr. Justin in 1991, but it was flatly declined by the
Milosevi¢-controlled administration.

In 1992 the monastery experienced a spiritual and material rebirth,
and today about thirty monks working and living here constitute the larg-
est monastic community of the Serbian Orthodox Church. In addition to a
series of spiritual and missionary activities, the new brotherhood has initi-
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ated several tasks with the aim of comprehensively restoring the existing
monastery buildings.

'The land in the immediate vicinity of the monastery has always had
a great significance to the monastery because of the possibility that state-
owned property could one day be privatized or used for purposes detrimen-
tal to the survival of the monastery. In that case it would be much more
difficult for the monastery to reclaim its property and to preserve the condi-
tions suitable for the monastic life.

For this reason the Monastery of Visoki Decani initiated a campaign
to get back at least the nearest former monastery land tracts which still had
not been privatized from the Government of the Republic of Serbia.

Deed of the Serbian Government and Visoki Decani Monastery

After negotiations with representatives of the Government and the broth-
erhoods’ determined efforts to demonstrate the urgent need for solving this
problem, on 6 November 1997 a Deed of Gift (No. 04 464-2914/97) was
concluded between the Republic of Serbia as donor and the Serbian Ortho-
dox Monastery of Visoki Decani as recipient. The Deed of Gift was chosen
as the adequate legal form due to the fact that a law regulating the restitu-
tion of land illegally confiscated from religious communities after 1945 had
not been enacted yet. This form is also used in other parts of the former
Socialist Federal Republic of Yugoslavia in order to return to religious com-
munities’ the buildings and land of particular importance for their survival.

The Deed of Gift was executed with complete agreement and un-
derstanding that the land being returned to the monastery was land which
had once belonged to it and not land belonging to anyone else. Because
the monastery land was illegally taken from the monastery by a repressive
measure and used for many years, all buildings which had been built on the
land, i.e. all real property, was returned to the monastery as compensation
for use of the land. The Deed of Gift was executed by the Abbot of Visoki
Decani Monastery, Father Teodosije Sibali¢, on behalf of the recipient, and
by the Director of the Serbian Housing and Property Directorate, Dr. Mi-

lan Jovanovié, on behalf of the donor.

* 'The above cited Deed of Gift returned the following property to the monastery: 1.
The land property of the “Visoki Decani” tourist facility (tracts registered under Nos.
494, 495, 502, 503, §22, §23, 524, 528, 1104, 1105, 1106), total surface area of 11 hec-
tares, 40 ares and 51 square metres, including the existing hotel buildings which were
currently not in use; 2. The land property of the ,Apiko” honey-packing facility (tracts
registered under Nos. 301, 302, 303, 304, 305, 306, 307, 308, 309, 310, 311, 312), total
surface area of 12 hectares, 5 ares and 12 square metres, including the buildings on the
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Deed is duly registered in land registry books and land registry office
On 3 February 1998 the Land Registry Office in Pe¢ of the Serbian Survey-

or’s Office issued a decision (No. 02-952-01-1/98-2) confirming the chang-
es in the land registry local office in Decani on the basis of the Deed of Gift
between the Republic of Serbia and the Monastery of Visoki Decani. It
confirmed the right of transfer of ownership of state-owned land from the
previous owner, the Republic of Serbia, to the Serbian Orthodox Monastery
of Visoki Decani. The decision repeats the tract numbers listed in the Deed
of Gift between the Government of the Republic of Serbia and the Mon-
astery. The Land Registry Office in Pe¢ found that there were no obstacles
to the implementation of this deed. Nevertheless, in accordance with the
law, a period of 15 days was set for appeals to the Serbian Surveyor’s Office;
however, no appeal was filed during this period or afterwards.

'The monastery has a valid Deed of Title issued by the Land Registry
Office in Pe¢ of the Serbian Surveyor’s Office, Decani branch office, No.
952-901-1/97, in which all tracts privately owned by the monastery are
listed by number and surface area.

New Albanian municipal authorities contest monastery property,
while Dr. Bernard Kouchner and TDTI defend monastery rights

After the war, however, De¢ani municipality, in which Kosovo Albanians
now assumed sovereign authority, immediately began to contest the right of
the monastery to the restituted land.

During the year 2000 the monastery was the target of two mortar at-
tacks immediately following the monastery’s clear and unambiguous state-
ments that it had no intention of renouncing its land. Finally, as a result
of increasing pressure by the municipality demanding that the monastery
renounce its land through the local UNMIK administrator, Dr. Bernard
Kouchner, the UN special representative for Kosovo, stepped in and, on 28
June 2000, sent a letter to Alain Le Roy, the regional UNMIK administra-
tor for the Pe¢ region. In this letter he gave specific instructions aimed at
“providing for security, serenity and peaceful life in Decani Monastery”.
Dr. Kouchner authorized the monastery to make free use of its land as far
as the cemetery, i.e. in accordance with the boundaries of its property, and
prohibited any form of economic activity at the “Apiko” site as well as in
the hotel area near the monastery. Dr. Kouchner proposed that movable
property be relocated and used in another place, which the monastery had

site; 3. The ,Mermer” house in Decani (tract No. 943), total surface area of o hectares, 1
are and 92 square metres.
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proposed to the municipality several times through the local UN adminis-
trator. Furthermore, Dr. Kouchner specifically prohibited the destruction
and cutting down of forests near the monastery given that after the war the
Albanians had begun cutting down and stealing timber from the monastery
forest without any control.

What is most important is that Dr. Kouchner gave instructions that
all disputes over the ownership of the land and of these socially-owned
companies (Apiko and Dec¢ani Hotel) should be ultimately adjudicated by
the appropriate authorities, namely, the Housing and Property Directorate
set up by UNMIK Civil Administration. Later UNMIK regulation 2000/3
transferred jurisdiction in matters relating to former state-owned property
and state-owned buildings to the Transitional Department for Trade and
Industry (TDTTI). Therefore, legal resolution of this issue certainly does not
belong in a local municipal court.

After this decision by Dr. Kouchner the monastery was left alone
for a brief while; however, notices soon began to arrive from the municipal
court in Decani. On the basis of Dr. Kouchner’s letter, it is clear that this
land issue cannot be resolved in municipal or district courts, and therefore
the monastery did not appear before the court because court officials had
obviously exceeded their legal authority. The monastery was, furthermore,
advised to take this course by authorized representatives of TDTI who
looked at the issue in greater detail at the beginning of 2002. In March
2002 the monastery was visited by Mr. Fernand Saksik from the regional
TDTT office in Pe¢ and Mr. Tschoepke, the head of TDTT from Pristina,
who clearly explained that local and regional courts are not competent in
this issue.

On 6 March 2002, Mr. Saksik wrote a letter and forwarded it to
all relevant UNMIK representatives and municipal authorities in Decani,
reiterating that the municipality and especially the municipal court cannot
get involved in matters related to companies with buildings on present-day
monastery land.

Decani municipal court nevertheless illegally “resolves” Visoki Decani land issue

However, the municipal court in Decani obviously disagreed with this view
and soon the entire case was forwarded to the district court in Pe¢ which
once again, for unknown reasons, returned the case to the local municipal
court in Decani.

On 7 August, Dec¢ani Monastery learned from the Albanian press
(“Koha Ditore”) that on 28 June 2002 (more than a month earlier) the
Albanian-controlled municipal court in Decani had issued two decisions
voiding the 1997 Deed of Gift between the Serbian Government and the
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monastery and affirming the alleged right of the “Apiko” honey-packing
facility to the land of which it was the registered owner in 1996, as well as of
a tourist company now called by a new Albanian name of “Ilirija”. Accord-
ing to this decision, De¢ani Monastery was obliged to release the property
of ,Apiko” and the ,Ilirija” tourist company within a period of 15 days, i.e.
before the monastery and local UNMIK authorities were even informed
about the court decision.

It is important to note that the monastery did not receive the deci-
sion from the court which, by the way, has never been translated into the
Serbian language so at this time the monastery has only a translation into
English prepared for UNMIK. Furthermore news of the court decision was
released with a delay of more than a month in order to forestall a timely
appeal; “Koha Ditore” published news of the decision on 7 August, even
though the decision was apparently made on St. Vitus’ Day, 28 June 2002
(exactly 56 years after the monastery land was confiscated by the commu-
nist authorities).

'The decision cites certain facts regarding land ownership from 1932
which are not known to the monastery and which are seriously suspected
of being falsified with the aim of justifying the court’s decision. In Decani
municipality there are no Serbs working and there is no control over the
land registers.

Municipal court oversteps its authority and declares Dr. Bernard
Kouchner’s decision invalid.

The decision relating to the “Apiko” site contains a sentence which
states that the municipal court in Decani has confirmed that it is the only
court which has jurisdiction in this matter and unilaterally declares that the
letter of Mr. Kouchner is of a temporary nature. This decision is in open
contradiction with existing UNMIK regulations and represents an open
example of exceeding its authority on the part of the court in Dec¢ani which
has usurped the right of adjudicating the decisions of the SRSG (Special
Representative of the UN Secretary General).

At the time the Deed of Gift was concluded neither the “Apiko” Bee-
keepers’ Cooperative nor the Visoki Decani Motel were in operation nor
were any employees affected by the decision since both companies were ef-
fectively in bankruptcy, without any organization or administration. When
the Deed of Gift was recorded in the land registry books, the Albanians no
doubt had information regarding this decision since a significant number
of Albanians were employed by the Land Registry Office at that time. No
appeal was filed against the deed nor was this issue even raised.
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False and twisted claims in the “decision” of Decani municipal court

The specific reason why local Albanians are contesting the agreement be-
tween the Government of the Federal Republic of Yugoslavia and the mon-
astery is the fact that it was concluded during the time of ,the repression”.
At the same time, however, a great number of other contracts and decisions
made at the same time which are to the Albanians’ benefit are not ques-
tioned and are considered to be perfectly valid. It is obvious that different
criteria are being applied in a completely arbitrary manner.

Although UNMIK’s regulation 1999/24 proclaims as the Applicable
Law the law which was in power until 22 March 1989, it does not mean
that the repressive decisions made by the former Communist authorities in
1946 can be considered as a valid basis for today’s legislation. Quite on the
contrary, one of the most important rules of the Roman Law says that: Ex
iniuria ius non oritur (The right and law cannot be defined on injustice).

In the decision relating to the matter of the Visoki Decani Hotel,
mention is made of a certain contract which the “Sloga” Hotel Tourist
Company from Pristina concluded with the monastery in 1993 and which
the Government of the Republic of Serbia allegedly confirmed by the Deed
of Gift. This contract between “Sloga” and the monastery was legally un-
binding and was not registered in the appropriate land registry books. The
monastery quickly understood that “Sloga” was not authorized to perform
a transfer of ownership in this manner and that is why the monastery ap-
proached the Government of the Republic of Serbia to reclaim the property

in accordance with legal norms and to legally record this in the land registry
books.

Conclusion

Visoki Decani monastery considers the decision of the Municipal court in
Decani, which consists only of Albanians, as an example of institutional re-
pression against the last remaining Serb community in De¢ani Municipal-
ity and a provocation in front of international administration in Kosovo and
Metohija. Supporting the right of local Kosovo Albanian-dominated courts
to adjudicate land issues concerning the property of religious communi-
ties and former socially owned property would make a dangerous precedent
which would inevitably result in legal disorder and usurpation of large tracts
of Serb owned land.

'This decision is therefore in direct function of further destabilization
of the security situation and is seriously challenging confidence building
between Kosovo’s communities.



The Visoki Decani Monastery Land Issue 313

Serbian patrimonial sites in post-war Kosovo and Metohija
Survival of the monastery in newly created conditions

Regardless of the above cited decisions of the municipal court in Decani,
which the monastery considers to be illegal and tendentious, it is very im-
portant to keep in mind the broader issues of the survival and protection of
the Monastery of Visoki Decani and other Serb patrimonial sites in Kosovo
and Metohija under the existing conditions.

Following the end of the 1999 war in which the brotherhood of Vi-
soki Decani played a very constructive role, appropriate to Christian tradi-
tion, offering shelter and protection within its walls not only to Kosovo
Serb civilians but to Albanians and Roma as well, the monastery found
itself completely besieged due to the fact that all Serb residents of the mu-
nicipality were forced to flee from their homes after June 1999. The monas-
tery managed to survive solely due to the protection of KFOR troops from
Italian contingent which established a security zone around the monastery
where unauthorized movement is limited. This was the only way of protect-
ing the monastery from Albanian extremists who used all possible means to
bring the last remaining piece of land owned by Serbs under their control.
Despite all this the Decani brotherhood is exposed to constant harassment,
including verbal attacks, curses and stone throwing by Albanians who visit
the nearby mineral spring. Also frequent are instances of theft and destruc-
tion of the monastery forest. In the first ten months of the post-war period
the monastery was left without electricity and only upon KFOR insistence
was electricity restored. Telephone service was resumed only after three
years and several interventions with municipal organizations and the local
telephone company (PTK).

Decani Monastery is one of the most important Serb monasteries
and Serb cultural monuments not only in Kosovo and Metohija but also
beyond, in both Serbia and the Western Balkans as a whole. In order for
the monastery to survive as an oasis of peace and spirituality under newly
created conditions, it is of enormous significance to institutionally protect
it and its entire property which it owns according to both law and restitu-
tion right. The best way of protecting the monastery is by creating a special
protection zone which would encompass the monastery itself and the land
of which it is the legal and registered owner. In order to protect the monas-
tery from destruction of its natural resources, excessive noise and industrial
and economic development it is essential to place the entire area of the
monastery, i.e., the Decanska Bistrica River valley, under special protection
as a zone of specific natural and cultural significance not only for Decani
municipality but for all of Kosovo and Metohija. It is the opinion of the
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Serbian Orthodox Church that the following steps should be taken to en-
able the long-term survival of the monastery:

> Legally defend the monastery and all its property from every form
of usurpation and illegal use.

»Introduce separate regulation to prevent the development of in-
dustry and other economic activities and tourism in the immediate
vicinity of the monastery because these would have a negative impact
on its spiritual ambience and indeed on its very survival, especially
considering the existing relations between ethnic communities.

»Consider the possibility of declaring a special exterritorial status

for the Monastery of Visoki Decani (as well as other important mon-

asteries such as the Pec Patriarchate, Gracanica, Holy Archangels,

Devi¢, Gorioc) as well as making all monuments of global signifi-

cance exempt from the jurisdiction (and arbitrary actions) of local

municipal structures and placing them under the special protection

of appropriate bodies under the direction of international figures and

UNESCO
According to UN Resolution 1244 of 1999 Decani Monastery is a spe-
cial place of cultural, spiritual and historical significance for the Serbs, a
patrimonial site that deserves, the same as other medieval Serb monaster-
ies throughout Kosovo and Metohija, special security protection. It is the
opinion of the Serbian Orthodox Church that under these conditions it is
best for the security of the monastery and other cultural monuments of the
Serbs to be entrusted to KFOR and that activities related to the protection
of these precious national and world heritage sites are regularly harmonized
in cooperation between UNMIK and the Belgrade-based Coordination
Center for Kosovo and Metohija.

Some Western governments have also shown special interest in the
survival of the monastery, especially the Government of the Republic of
Italy, which approved a special fund for the conservation of frescoes and the
reconstruction of the monastery residential quarters.

Taking all this into account, it is of urgent importance to prevent
the further continuation of institutional repression as practiced by the mu-
nicipal court in Decani in disregard of all existing UNMIK regulations.
'The monastery is therefore justified in seeking appropriate protection from
UNMIK.

Decani Monastery
13 August 2002
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Kosovo Future Status: The Puerto Rico Option

On February 2, 2007, United Nations Special Envoy on Kosovo, Mr. Martti
Ahtisaari, presented his plan regarding the future status of Kosovo. The pro-
posal, endorsed soundly by British and American authorities, as well as by
the EU, does not use the word “independence” to describe a future Kosovo
entity. However, in the absence of any reference to continuing Serbian sov-
ereignty, there is little doubt that the Ahtisaari proposal provides for defini-
tive detachment of Kosovo from Serbia and independence in all but name,
as the proposal offers Kosovo its own national symbols (including flag and
anthem), the right to join international organizations such as United Na-
tions and International Monetary Fund, and other items usually reserved
for sovereign independent states.

The quasi-independent Kosovo entity described by Mr. Ahtisaari
would be supervised for an interim period by an international envoy man-
dated by the UN and European Union with power to intervene in the gov-
ernment. It would also retain NATO and EU forces in military and policing
roles to protect the non-Albanian communities — the Serbs in particular
— which would have a guaranteed role in government, police and civil ser-
vice. Also laid out are protections for Serbian Orthodox Church sites and
the Serbian language.

The challenge of balancing legitimate Serbian sovereignty and the
desire of Kosovo Albanians for self-government is not insurmountable.
A third option exists for the province of Kosovo other than the only two
which the international community seems to believe are available: protec-
tion of Serbian sovereignty over the province (which in principle means
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daily control and management from Belgrade) or a fully independent Koso-
vo Albanian state.

The elusive third option is one similar to the status of Puerto Rico
within the United States: full internal autonomy within the sovereign terri-
tory of the United States. Puerto Rico is a self-governing commonwealth in
association with the United States. The chief of state is the President of the
United States of America; the head of government is an elected Governor.
There are two legislative chambers, the House of Representatives and the
Senate.

Puerto Rico has authority over its internal affairs. The United States
controls interstate trade; foreign relations and commerce; customs adminis-
tration; control of air, land and sea; immigration and emigration; nationality
and citizenship; currency; maritime laws; military service, military bases,
army, navy and air force; declaration of war; constitutionality of laws, juris-
dictions and legal procedures; treaties; postal system; and other areas gen-
erally controlled by the federal government in the United States. Puerto
Rican institutions control internal affairs unless U.S. law is involved, as in
matters of public health and pollution.

Under such an arrangement, Kosovo’s Albanians could and must
have active representation in the National Assembly in Belgrade in order to
advance their rights and interests. A Kosovo militia like the National Guard
in Puerto Rico and purged of elements responsible for violence against non-
Albanians, must train and serve side-by-side in the Serbian national army
and air force in order to build a functional military structure as well as mov-
ing toward a greater state unity rather than pressure toward separation.

While the situations of Puerto Rico and Kosovo are not perfectly
aligned, the international community can learn from the Puerto Rican ex-
perience and draft a model that includes significant internal autonomy for
Kosovar institutions while still upholding Serbian sovereignty. Most impor-
tantly, it is a model that can help protect the human rights and freedoms of
all inhabitants of Kosovo, regardless of ethnicity.
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UN Special Envoy Calls for Kosovo Splitting From Serbia;
“Recommendation Dangerous for Global Security,
Counter-terrorism, and Human Rights Efforts”

Wiashington DC, February 2, 2007

Washington, D.C. - United Nations envoy, former Finnish President Martti
Abhtisaari, today released his proposal for the future of Kosovo. The proposal,
as one anonymous Western diplomat stated, “amounts to ‘independence,
subject to international supervision.” The major points of the plan include:

* No reference to Serbian sovereignty or independence for Kosovo;

* Blocking Kosovo from joining Albania, or having its Serb areas
split off and join Serbia;

* Giving Kosovo right to use national symbols including flag and
anthem;

* Giving Kosovo right to join international organizations such as UN
and IMF;

* Creating international envoy mandated by UN and EU with power
to intervene in government;

* Retaining NATO and EU forces in military and policing roles;

* Protecting non-Albanian minority with guaranteed roles in govern-
ment, police and civil service;

* Protecting Serbian Orthodox Church sites and Serbian language.

“The complete ignorance of Serbia’s sovereignty in the proposed plan
and the imposition of such a future independence without a negotiated pro-
cess demonstrate that a new concept of sovereignty — based on capitulation
to acts of violence and the ghetto-ization of minority populations — is the
new model,” commented Institute on Religion and Public Policy President
Joseph K. Grieboski. While the British foreign office believes that a solu-
tion ‘should be acceptable to the great majority of the people of Kosovo, and
I think that speaks for itself,’ it does not take into consideration the rights
of the minority who have found themselves as the victims of violence and
persecution since the UN began its mandate.”

Publication of the Kosovo plan was postponed from the end of 2006
to prevent it from influencing a parliamentary election in Serbia. The elec-
tion failed to produce a clear majority and Serbia now looks headed for
lengthy coalition talks just as the fateful plan for its province is launched.
Serbia‘s main party leaders all reject independence but are divided on how
to resist an international solution.
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“The expected independence of Kosovo will guarantee a new Euro-
pean state that does not support fundamental rights, that thrives on cor-
ruption and illegal activity, and will only serve to engender independence
movements in Chechnya, central Europe, and elsewhere. This is not and will
not be an isolated affair: the graduated independence of Kosovo, a problem
for Europe in and of itself, will lead to countless other security and human
rights problems across the globe,” concluded Mr. Grieboski.
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Dusan T. Batakovi¢

Kosovo anD METOHIJA. IDENTITY, NATIONALISM, IDEOLOGY

Kosovo and Metohija, a southern Serb province bordering Albania, dur-
ing medieval times marked by the splendid Serbian cultural and economic
growth, after the Ottoman conquest of 1455 has had, as a main char-
acteristic of its history, continuous waves of spiraling violence. Kosovo is
considered to represent both the national and cultural identity of the whole
Serbian nation with 1,300 churches and monasteries scattered all over this
densely inhabited area, presently with an Albanian majority population. The
Serbo-Albanian rivalry in Kosovo and Metohija, as a phenomenon of a
longue durée marked by socially motivated religious conflict and ethnic strife,
produced several waves of mass migrations since the late seventeenth centu-
ry up to the late twentieth century. Albanian highlanders, freshly converted
to Islam, were gradually settled by Ottomans from northern and central Al-
bania, the poorest region of Turkey-in-Europe, to the fertile agrarian plains
of Christian Serb-inhabited Metohija and Kosovo. The main adversaries of
Albanian highlanders, from the 1690 Great Serb Migration onwards, were
Christian Orthodox Serb peasants, who possessed most of the arable land
in Kosovo and Metohija.

Sporadic manifestations of inter-ethnic and inter-religious coopera-
tion, as well as the rare attempts of mutual communal assistance — usually
of short-term or only symbolic significance — were not the prevailing po-
litical practice, even after Kosovo was reincorporated in Serbia (1912) and
Yugoslavia (1918). Despite certain efforts throughout the last century, for
the two main Kosovo communities, the Muslim Albanians and the Chris-
tian Serbs, as well as for the other non-Albanians in the area (Goranies, i.e.
Slav Muslim, Serb-speaking community of Gora region; Roma with several
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names and denominations; ethnic Turks, other Muslim Slavs, renamed after
1999 into Bosniaks: ethnic Croats), inter-ethnic communication remained
highly limited and in practice failed to survive the mounting conflicts at
the end of twentieth century, marked by inter-ethnic rivalries and com-
munist ideology. Inter-ethnic distance in Kosovo and Metohija remained
to highest within the whole of Serbia, with no tangible improvements after
the Albanian rebellion provoked a severe NATO bombing campaign in the
spring of 1999 (38,000 combat sorties from 24 March to 10 June 199) and
the establishment of the UN administration (UNMIK) in June 1999.

Milo§ Lukovié¢
KosovskA MITROVICA: PRESENT AND PAST

Drawing on the extensive literature and field research relevant to North
Kosovska Mitrovica, we have presented, in a long historical retrospective,
the urban, ethnic and demographic characteristics of the development of
Kosovska Mitrovica, and the conditions surrounding the formation of the
northern part of town as a separate urban entity, a kind of enclave. Con-
clusions are provided on the multi-ethnic and multi-lingual character of
Kosovska Mitrovica up to the present division of the town into two separate
entities: the north and the south.

Helena Zdravkovié
Historicar VicTimAaGe oF Kosovo SERBS AND ALBANIANS

This ideological criticism study examines the vernacular discourses of his-
torical victimage of Kosovo Serbs and Albanians. The participants amal-
gamate personal and collective memories with official national histories to
explain present victimization as a continuance of historical victimage. This
use of the past legitimizes their national and political claims, and also justi-
fies violence against the other group. Historical victimage offers a rationale
for hating the Other and perpetuating a vicious cycle of violence in intrac-
table conflict.

Valentina Pituli¢

FOLKLORE IN THE SERB ENCLAVE: PRESERVING IDENTITY IN HOSTILE
ENVIRONMENT

Based on ethno-psychological research an attempt will be made to establish
a correlation between the traditional heritage of Serbs from Kosovo and
Metohija and the current situation arising after the bombing of 1999. The
question is how the local people accept the new situation and how they
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preserve their ancestral heritage. Students from the Kosovska Mitrovica
School of Philosophy’s Department of Serbian Literature and Language
(which has an outlying department in Gracanica enclave), wrote an essay on
folklore, requiring fieldwork and the recording of folk stories.

Harun Hasani
MicraTions oF GORANIES

Gora is the southernmost municipal area of Serbia, located in the Sar
Mountain region of Kosovo and Metohija, bordering northeast Albania.
Gora is inhabited mostly by Goranies (Goranci), a Muslim Slav, Serb-speak-
ing population, calling their specific vernacular “our language”. Traditionally
migrant workers, well integrated into other areas of Serbia, Goranies have,
after the 1999 NATO bombing, under the Albanian-dominated PISG,
been exposed to various types of persecution, ethnically motivated crimes,
expulsion and continuing pressure by Albanian extremists. Their own Gora
municipality was after 1999 merged with neighbouring majority-Albanian
area into a new Draga$ municipality, in order to alter the demographic
balance and enhance eventual assimilation of Muslim Slav Goranies into
Muslim Albanians. The Goranies, as described in this paper, were rather
choosing to leave their native land than to accept gradual assimilation, ex-
pecting the mutually acceptable compromise of Belgrade—Pristina status
talks on Kosovo, in order to restore their pre-1999 self-governing munici-

pality within the Republic of Serbia.

Radivoje Mladenovi¢

THE SIRINICKA ZUPA: STRPCE MUNICIPALITY — HISTORICAL
BackcrounD AND CURRENT FIELD RESEARCH

The ethno-cultural periphery of the northern Sar Mountain Sirini¢ area
(Sirinicka Zupa), a specific, predominantly Serb-inhabited area since the
medieval period with its geographic, economic, ethnographic and linguistic
connections to neighbouring Serbian regions in Kosovo and Metohija has
given rise to a specific spoken dialect. Its particular features differ from the
vernacular in neighbouring Serb-inhabited areas. Some similar, transitional
speech types can be traced in the immediate vicinity, in the northern areas
of Slavic Macedonia (FYROM). The linguistic separation of the Serbian
language into two vernaculars follows the ethnographic division of Sirini¢.
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Mirjana Menkovi¢

TuE Encrave oF VELika Hoca: CurturaL HERITAGE As A MEANS OF
Socio-ecoNnomMic RENEWAL AND PRESERVATION OF SERBIAN IDENTITY
IN Kosovo AND METOHIJA

The Serbian enclave of Velika Hoca in the Orahovac area in Metohija is a
unique cultural environment consisting of the most valuable examples of
cultural heritage in Kosovo and Metohija dating from different periods.
Cultural heritage is often treated by a local community merely as a techni-
cal means the value of which is determined by its practical purpose. The re-
maining Serbs of Velika Hoca, despite the difficulties of living in an isolated
enclave, surrounded by barbed wire and under constant KFOR protection,
are gradually becoming aware of the broader significance of the cultural
heritage that is interwoven in their everyday life. However, having in mind
their grave economic and social situation, awareness alone will not suffice. It
is crucial that the population of the village have some benefit from its safe-
guarding. By drawing attention to the centuries-long social and economic
significance of the village of Velika Hoca and through a brief overview of
the most recent studies of its population, urban and functional planning and
economic activities (2001-2006), the author points out feasible solutions
aimed at ensuring self-sustainability of the local community and keeping
the inhabitants of this Serbian enclave in their households and on the es-
tates that have for centuries belonged to their families.

Milos§ Lukovi¢
Tzintzars 1N UroSEvac, LipLjan, OBiLié, PriSTINA AND Kosovska
MiTrovica
'The paper describes the origins and economic activity of Tzintzars (Hel-
lenized Vlachs) in Uro$evac and other “Kosovo railway towns” (as they were
named by the geographer Jovan Cviji¢): in Lipljan, Obili¢, Pristina and
Kosovska Mitrovica, and how they came to settle there. Two migratory cur-
rents of the Tzintzar population intersected in these settlements: from the
Tzinzar-inhabited area of Bitolj — Krusevo in today’s FYROM and from
today’s Serbia: Prizren and the neighboring Metohija area. Predominantly
urban, Christian Orthodox population the Tzintzar in the course of time
merged into the Serb community, while preserving memory of their Vlach
origin and identity, using both Serb and Vlach, and occasionally Greek

language.
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Dusan T. Batakovi¢

Surviving IN GHETTO-LIKE ENcLAVES: THE SERBS OF Kosovo AND
METOHIJA 1999—2007

After the seventy-eight day long NATO bombing campaign that lasted
from March 24 to June 10 1999 against Serbia and Montenegro (constitu-
ent states of the Federal Republic of Yugoslavia), caused by the Kosovo
Albanian rebellion and the pending humanitarian catastrophe, the Province
of Kosovo (Kosovo and Metohija) was put under UN administration by
UNSC Resolution 1244/99, while military rule was entrusted to 48,000-
strong NATO-led KFOR units. Within weeks, roughly 800,000 Albanians
returned home, while 246,000 Kosovo Serbs and members of other ethnic
communities and minority groups left or were brutally expelled. The post-
war record of Kosovo throughout the next eight years remained grim. The
provisional authorities (PISG) entrusted to the Kosovo Albanian leadership
were used not to promote democracy and rebuild the war-torn province, but
as a powerful tool to enact a collective vendetta against non-Albanians, with
the Kosovo Serbs and their cultural heritage as the main target. This paper
is devoted to a general analysis of this post-war phenomenon marked by
discrimination, ethnic cleansing and forced migration that made Kosovo
predominantly, if not purely, an Albanian-inhabited province, while still of-
ficially being within the Republic of Serbia.
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