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Most of us are fortunate to leave home and benefit from the stimulation our photography
receives from visiting new locations. Whether it is Budapest, Fiji, Queenstown or New
York we will shoot off hundreds of images - or tons of megabytes!

Why do we do this at such a great rate? To show our friends and family back home, or to
show at Camera club? We really do need to answer this question every so often!

Both are valid reasons, but what we do when the end result differs. I will endeavour to
address both options

Photos For your family back home

Yes, this is a valid reason. To make a photo story or an audio visual is satisfying as well as
fun. However, it can be boring for the family, looking at photo after photo all taken from
the same perspective, so how about considering these different approaches?

Because we take so many photos we must eliminate carefully before sharing with the
family or you' you'll put them right off!

Many programs are available to make slide- audiovisual shows. Most digital cameras come
with some software to enable you to do this. Familiarise yourself with these and create
several short programs; maybe 3-6 minutes long. Change the order, the title or introductory
image might be a road sign or a map of the region, arrange a story with a beginning a
middle and an ending. If you really want to wow your friends create a data audio-visual
complete with dissolves and music. One such program many PSNZers are using for this is
Pro Show Gold. www.photodex.com It is available as a download for around US$70.00.
Before you buy you can download a trial for a month free............. free...Have a play, it
is a fabulous piece of software and if I can master it so can you!
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Ideas for your album.

How about having your prints done in sepia, black and white and with different types of
borders, these stop an album becoming monotonous.

No one wants to see poorly lit snaps of people who are so small you can hardly recognise
them in front of an anemic Eiffel Tower. We have all seen these shots haven’t we.

When you take travel photos try and put an original interpretation on them. Watch the
lighting if it is dull perhaps buy a postcard for your album to add variety — no rules that
every photo must be yours this is a family album, not the National Exhibition!

When you arrive home with these snapshots, be aggressive with your selection or culling,
only choose ones you would be proud to show at club; enlarge one or two so the size is not
uniformly boring. Place the occasional photo to on a zany angle in your album include
some macro or close ups that ordinary photographers would never think of. Remember you
are a ‘travel’ photographer! Tell a story, include road signs, city names, maps, identify
your whereabouts, sure include yourself and friends but how about some action shots, slow
shutter speeds there is nothing worse se than looking at 100 photos all the same size and
shape, same uniform grey skies and yourself looking bored!

For your Camera Club

Here we run into all sorts of problems how many of us have sat through 25 minute audio-
visuals and nodded off to sleep as the monotonous voice tells us what the weather was and
so on and so forth. I understand that audiovisuals should never ever be more than 10
minutes and 5 minutes are preferable. Leave the audience begging for more, not stifling a
yawn!

Audio-visuals can be most effective with no talking, accompanied with music
representative of the region or a beautiful piece of classical music. If you are going to
narrate the AV, consider two things. Have you a great voice that is not monotone, or do you
tend to drone on like most of us? Consider asking someone else to do the voice over using
your words - your friends will be delighted and we cannot all be good at everything. After
all your talent is photography, not Toastmasters!



Remember you are a ‘travel’ photographer! Tell a story, include old signs, transport,
flowers etc - identify your whereabouts - stories have a beginning, middle and an ending.
Take your travel photos with this in mind. You can’t go back later to get the sign that said
ROME on the side of a bus! Yes you can make title slides but genuine found title slides are
always more unique and creative. Computers are great to make title slides — I found it easy
to photograph the computer screen and inexpensive. Photograph your passport and tickets.
The other option is to drip feed your ‘travel’ slides throughout the year into the various club
competitions. This is another reason why you want to include the flora, animal life and
markets places, people on the street, vehicles, close ups, wide angles, shoot from low levels
as well as from sky scrapers. Variety and lighting is the key to good travel shots.

Equipment

So you are using digital - great. However, there are a few problems when traveling that you
need to be aware of “downloading flash cards."

There are several options - you may choose one of these or all of them depending on the
volume of images taken and your budget.

Flash Cards - Buy the biggest you can afford, two gig is essential. Some folk like four Gb
or even eight. I’'m wary though, for if a card corrupts you loose a lot of data!

When traveling you cannot always find a camera shop to download your cards onto CD.
Once you download however always ask to check that the images are successfully on the
CD before reformatting or deleting the card. While traveling ensure the CD is not bent or
damaged; back packers be beware!

Another problem that arises is battery life....you are right nothing works with a flat battery!
I suggest you buy a second battery and get into the habit of recharging every night. Now if
you are going on safari to Africa it might be that you have no electricity for days on end.
Check in advance and if this is the case maybe take a film camera and film. Be Warned!
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Other storage options

Buy yourself a mini hard drive. These are small (about the size of a cigarette packet) and
again as long they are charged up they allow you to download your flash cards in the field.
They come from 20 gigs to 80 gigs plus so you will not run out of memory. I own a Flash
Trax 40 gig; this also has a colour screen for viewing the image and an MP3 player as well,
so I can serenade myself wherever I am. There are much simpler ones but check them out
...search smart drives online and see what is available. Technology changes daily so it is
important to shop around for the best price. The Flash Trax also plays short video clips and
has had excellent reviews but is not sold in N.Z. Epson and Canon sell good models here.

‘No room for error — A New York parking lot’ — different perspective.

Traveling is exciting, and at times risky so try not to look like a photographer. If you do,
you become an easy target for thieves. A camera bag with PHOTO all over it is a dead
giveaway, a plain unnamed bag is best. Limit your gear. I take with me one camera body,
two lens, two polarisers, and leave behind the flash unit and other paraphernalia.

I usually take my 300 zoom lens and my 17-35 wide-angle, but this is a personal choice. I
also take a point and shoot for the days I don’t want to carry my camera bag as this is
invariably when you see an incredible site.

I also suggest you purchase a wide shoulder strap for your camera bag, which makes life
easier after a few hours. I never let my bag out of my sight and only carry one bag which
doubles as hand bag with the day’s $$$ requirement in it. Passport etc are in a belt under
the clothes out of sight.



People on the Subay —New York — changed to monochrome.

Tripods or Monopods

I have traveled with all of these at different times. The monopod is still quite long to cart
about and my tripod is too heavy. My smaller aluminium travel tripod I left in the rental car
in Germany! So now I have a wonderful handbag size Cullmann (50011) tripod I bought in
NZ at Photo Warehouse for around $100 and it is fantastic for travel - light and easy to
assemble. I once bought a tripod for $14.00 in Singapore, which I must say worked well -
twice before the leg fell off! I managed to take an award award-winning photo with it of the
Louvre Glass Pyramid lit up at night, so I have no regrets. The tripod ended up in a Paris
rubbish bin! I am also quite adept at sitting my camera on the floor in cathedrals etc on 10-
second delay and pointing it toward heaven and finding out what I have captured on my
return home. This works well for many shots, so I ask myself how often I need a tripod
when traveling, not every day for sure. Some days it stays in the hotel room! A friend of
mine tells me she carries a ‘shoelace’ that can be used to tie three or four sticks together in
which to balance her camera! Digital users can check the result as they go which is a help.
There are now Gorilla pods available, they are small and sturdy, so check these out and see
what you think.

. Reflections, M.O.M.A. — New York.



Insurance

This can be a nightmare. We have all heard horror stories of people not being covered.
CHECK the small print on your policy before you leave home ask your travel agent for
advice. It is your responsibility, no one else to blame if you do not check. Some policies
clump all the gear together, some want each piece itemized. You CHECK it out.

I lost a $1200 lens in Switzerland and the NZ Company I was insured with was marvelous
and paid out the replacement value. Some policies pay the value less wear and tear! Read
the small print.

Selling images

If you wish to sell ‘travel’ images, they must be pin sharp and probably taken as Raw
images. Take both vertical and landscape format because sure as eggs the publisher wants
the opposite to what you took! And make sure you have the exact location written down.
You cannot sell an image and say ‘I took it in ‘New York.” Publishers want to know
exactly where! Make sure the skies are deep blue so learn to use your polariser. Travel
images are not easy to sell so before you embark on your trip I suggest you approach a
magazine or two and see if they are interested in your intended destination.

They may have just published a story on the location you are visiting, so why waste your
time?

When you do get home and decide to try and sell your story and photos, be prepared for
some hard work. Can you write? If not get someone to help you, remember you are a
‘travel’ photographer not a writer. Don’t send in numerous images of the same scene, select
and perhaps send one vertical and one horizontal. Originality will take you a long way and
if your photos include people they will need to be model released under most
circumstances.

Street scenes in general are OK but with people sitting at cafes you need to be circumspect.
They might be there with some one else’s’ wife and then you are in trouble..... as well as
them!! Add some humour, try and get an original angle. Maybe cover the street sweepers of
Paris who are little green men! Or the clothes washing lines of Burano or the Bluff Oyster
Fishermen! These tend to be better received than a general story.

General stories have been done to death so find a new angle and good luck!

Present your photos to prospective buyers clearly and in sequence. Identify each with a
number, name, place, and date. Ensure they tell a story. Study magazines and learn what is
successful and what is not. There are lots of short courses available on travel writing so
consider attending one or two. Watch for trends...heavily polarizing is not currently in
vogue!

Dust is dynamite in your camera; so plastic bags are excellent BUT ensure they are not
creating a humid atmosphere. Hot cars are also harmful to cameras.

Batteries are very vulnerable to climatic change. I always travel with two spare batteries
because in the markets of India you cannot pop into a reliable store and buy a new one!
Even in some rural towns in New Zealand batteries are not available for every model of
compact and certainly not for your SLR, so don’t push your luck in South Africa!

Finally enjoy your travels. Come home with great memories, enlarge a couple of your best
shots and frame them — these will bring you happy memories day in and day out for years
to come.



Times Square New York - Slow shutter speed to add blur.

Photographing people
This is a separate subject, but when traveling try to include the local people in your shots.
Here are a few pointers about how to go about it:

1. Smile. A smile breaks down many barriers.

2. ALWAYS ask permission. If you don’t you can seriously offend.

3. Be prepared to pay a few cents. It may be their only income.

4. Buy a phrase book and learn a few phrases like, ‘Hello’ or ‘May I take your photograph?
Thank you’ ‘Good bye’ etc. Most people are impressed when tourists take the trouble to
learn a bit of their language.

5. Be courteous even if you are refused. You are on their turf, and they have the right to
refuse.

6. Get down low on your knees to be on their level. You must expect to get dirty knees
occasionally.

7. Say thank you and smile again.
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Boy on School Trip in Manhattan, NewYork

This boy’s mother gave me permission to take this delightful image.
My main advice is to always look for a unique perspective, take ownership of the
photo! Enjoy!

Lynn Clayton APSNZ AFIAP
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