Summertime Activities… on the cheap!

Agnes Scott College
“MASS” Planetary Scavenger Hunt
www.agnesscott.edu/events/projectgalileo/mass.aspx
WHERE: Various sites around Atlanta
COST: FREE!

[image: http://t0.gstatic.com/images?q=tbn:HyvAnP7ZJwwHYM:http://grad.physics.sunysb.edu/~pottorf/clipart/saturn.gif]The Metro-Atlanta Scale Model Solar System (MASS) project is an informal science education tool for the residents of Atlanta, focused on helping people understand the size and scale of our solar system and the planets within it.


Alpharetta Big Creek Greenway
www.alpharetta.ga.us/index.php?p=136
WHERE: Trail follows Big Creek near North Point Mall
COST: FREE!
[image: http://www.hollis.nh.us/fire/images/bike_cartoon.gif]
Enjoy a lovely scenic, multi-purpose, wide paved path perfect for walking, jogging, bicycling, skating, etc. An oasis in the suburbs! Remember, however, that walkers always have the right-of-way!


Arabia Mountain Trail
www.arabiaalliance.org
WHERE: South DeKalb County near Henry County
COST: FREE!

[image: http://www.clipartpal.com/_thumbs/apparels_clothes_181375_tnb.png]Arabia Mountain Heritage Area is located within a 20-minute drive east of the City of Atlanta and encompasses land in DeKalb, Rockdale and Henry County. The nucleus of this heritage area is the Davidson-Arabia Mountain Nature Preserve; a DeKalb County Park comprised of 2,000 acres of granite outcrop, wetlands, pine and oak forests, streams, and a lake.


Atlanta Botanical Garden
www.atlantabotanicalgarden.org
WHERE: Midtown Atlanta
COST: $15/adult, $12/child, FREE/child under 3
Check web for various discounts
[image: http://www.imageenvision.com/150/56361-clip-art-illustration-of-butterflies-landing-on-pink-tulips-in-a-watering-can-by-pushkin.jpg]
“Tip-toe through the treetops” on the canopy walk above the gardens, play in the interactive Children’s Garden, or do some nature scavenger hunting with “Family Activity Pages” available online.

[image: http://www.studentdream.com/clipart/animals/fawn.JPG]Autrey Mill Nature Preserve
and Heritage Center
www.autreymill.org
WHERE: off Old Alabama Road in Johns Creek area
COST: FREE!

Located on 46 acres of ravine forest and historic past, this nature preserve has two miles of walking trails that wind past a scenic creek with rocky shoals, spring seeps, mature trees, wildflowers, native plants, and a variety of animal life.

A Heritage Village has been created with four buildings original to the site and four landmark structures moved from nearby properties. This village and its related exhibit pieces provide an understanding of this area's proud rural heritage from the mid 1800s to the mid 1900s. 
[image: See full size image]

Blueberry Picking
@ Hard Labor Creek Blueberry Farm
www.sites.google.com/site/hlcblueberries
WHERE: 38 Knox Chapel Road, Social Circle, GA 30025
Between Social Circle and Rutledge, GA
East of Hwy 11, north of I-20
WHEN: Season begins at end of June – best in JULY!
COST: $1.50/lb. (approx. 7 lbs in one gallon)

After picking your blueberries, you might want to have an amazing Southern style meal at the Blue Willow Inn in downtown Social Circle, or visit Hard Labor Creek State Park, adjacent to the blueberry farm property.


Chattahoochee River
National Recreation Areas
www.nps.gov/chat
WHERE: National Park Service recreational sites along the river, between Lanier Dam and Paces Mill in Vinings
COST: $3.00/day parking fee

[image: http://urbandesignproject.ap.buffalo.edu/images/partners/NPS.jpg]Hike leisurely on scenic trails along the river, go fishing for a nominal fee, or enjoy a picnic lunch in the middle of nature.

Get trail maps and talk to a National Park Service ranger at the “Island Ford Visitor Center” located off Northridge Road @ GA 400 (Dunwoody/Roswell area).


Coffeehouse Storytime
A Norcross tradition since 2004!
www.45southcafe.com
WHERE: 45 South Café in historic Norcross
WHEN: Wednesday mornings @ 10:00 – 11:00am
[image: Lowe's]COST: FREE!
[image: http://www.rhinelanderlibrary.org/wp-content/uploads/2009/01/storytime-chicken1.gif]
Bring your youngsters to the coffeehouse to enjoy weekly theme-based stories, songs, and crafts with storyteller “Miss Donna” Blanton.

Afterwards, everyone loves to head over to the playground across the railroad tracks at Thrasher Park! Plus, the brand-new Lillian Webb Park (between coffeehouse and Buford Highway) is open with its wide-open playing field and splashing fountain centerpiece!


Gwinnett Environmental & Heritage Center
www.gwinnettehc.org
WHERE: Just south of Mall of Georgia in Buford
COST: $7.50/adult;  $3.50/child;  FREE/child under 3
[image: http://www.gwinnettehc.org/fileadmin/files/FTP/media/logo/ehc_logo.jpg]
Explore water, natural resource conservation, and Cherokee and Creek American Indian cultures with hands-on, engaging exhibits. Fun “Tree Trek Pack” activity backpacks are available for trail use free with center admission.



Home Depot Kids’ Workshops
www.homedepot.com
WHERE: All locations in Atlanta area
WHEN: 1st Saturday each month @ 9:00am-12:00pm
COST: FREE!

[image: Kids Workshops]Designed for kids 5-12, these free workshops teach children do-it-yourself skills and tool safety, while at the same time helping to instill a sense of accomplishment.

Additionally, this fun time allows for quality one-on-one time between adults and children. In addition to the newly constructed project kit, each child receives a kid-sized orange apron, similar to The Home Depot associates' aprons, and an achievement pin.



Lowe’s “Build and Grow” Kids’ Clinics
www.lowesbuildandgrow.com
WHERE: All locations in Atlanta area
WHEN: Selected Saturdays @ 10:00am
COST: FREE!

From project basics to giving your child the opportunity to say, "I built it!", our Build and Grow kid's clinics are a great way to help build confidence!

Bring the kids into any Lowe's store and build a FREE wooden project. Each participant also receives a free apron, goggles, a project themed patch, and a certification of merit upon completion of their project.



Michael’s In-Store Kids’ Crafting Events
www.michaels.com
www.theknackkids.com (Michael’s kids’ programs)
WHERE: All locations in Atlanta area
COST: FREE or occasional nominal supplies fee

[image: http://www.colorguardfloors.com/guardzone/download/ColorWheel.jpg]Michael’s exciting program lets children explore their creativity through projects, crafts and more designed with kids in mind. Check website for specific craft activities and dates.



Peachtree-DeKalb Airport Playground
www.pdkairport.org
WHERE: Clairmont Rd. near Buford Hwy. in Chamblee
COST: FREE!
[image: http://t1.gstatic.com/images?q=tbn:k5ANtMozg0rWXM:http://www.fotosearch.com/bthumb/CSP/CSP165/k1658315.jpg]
Enjoy a delightful aviation-themed playground while watching the many airplanes and helicopters take off and land!

If you like Greek-style food, you might like to try the “Downwind Restaurant” located in the aviation administration building across from the control tower. Restaurant also offers typical “kiddie fare” for lunch.


Professional Puppet Shows 
@ Roswell Cultural Arts Center
www.roswellgov.com
WHERE: Roswell City Government Complex
WHEN: During June and July ONLY
Mondays & Tuesdays @ 10:00am
[image: http://t1.gstatic.com/images?q=tbn:uMj5meswuL8T3M:http://www.clker.com/cliparts/3/1/6/d/119544582696257245Machovka_sunflowers.svg.hi.png]Wednesdays & Fridays @ 10:00am & 1:00pm
Saturdays @ 11:00am
COST: $5.00/adult; $4.00/children 2+
[image: http://www.arthursclipart.org/toys/toyscol/Puppet.gif]
“Cinderella” – June 7-12
“Hansel & Gretel” – June 14-19
“Jungle Book” – June 21-26
“Variety Show” – June 28-July 3
“Jack & Beanstalk” – July 5-10
“Rumplestiltskin” – July 12-17
“Sleeping Beauty” – July 19-24


Stone Mountain Park
www.stonemountainpark.com
WHERE: East of Atlanta, on US 78 outside I-285
COST: $10.00/daily admission per vehicle,
[image: Image]plus additional fees for specified activities

[image: See full size image]The 5-square mile park is Georgia’s most visited attraction. Home to the world’s largest piece of exposed granite, Stone Mountain Park offers a variety of attractions, entertainment and recreation. Don’t miss the “Lasershow Spectacular” after dusk each night on the lawn.



Strawberry Picking @ Washington Farms
www.washingtonfarms.net
WHERE: 270 Willowwind Dr., Loganville
Just north of US 78, off Hwy 20
COST: $10/U-Pick gallon bucket (plus $1 for bucket)
[image: http://t3.gstatic.com/images?q=tbn:0SsvJLTGe8MwCM:http://1.bp.blogspot.com/_tUpVHxe96yg/Sfd1yDeP91I/AAAAAAAAECo/O53JbWpCE1Q/s320/strawberry%2Bclip%2Bart.jpg]
[image: Rubber Duck Family Swimming Clip Art]Washington Farms provides a unique opportunity to get delicious, juicy strawberries "as fresh as it gets” pick-your-own. For many customers it is a springtime tradition with family and friends. Strawberries are grown on raised plastic beds for easy picking and clean berries. Be sure to pick plenty… you’ll want ‘em for freezing, making jam, and plain ol’ eating!



Sunflower Farm - Pick Your Own Bouquet!
WHERE: 1380 Durden Road, Rutledge, GA 30663
Between Rutledge and Madison, GA
East of Hwy 11, south of I-20
WHEN: Blooms are full and ready to pick in JULY
COST: $5.00/pick your own bouquet

Enjoy strolling through 15 acres of glorious sunflowers in full bloom! Sturdy plastic vases, garden clippers, watering hoses, and lots of photo opps are provided.

Take a tour of the 1811 McCowan-McRee house and the 1891 Freeman-Whittaker house while visiting their heritage gardens.  Don’t forget your camera!


Vacation Bible School
@ Norcross First United Methodist Church
WHERE: 2500 Beaver Ruin Road, Norcross, GA 30071
	Between Buford Hwy and I-85
WHEN:	June 7-11 (Monday-Friday) from 9:30am – 12:30pm
COST: FREE!

This summer, bring your kids to SonQuest Rainforest VBS—an experience of discovery they’ll never forget! Based on five key Bible verses that will change a child’s life—including John 3:16—SonQuest Rainforest VBS transports young minds into a vivid rainforest environment of jungle sounds, sights and smells, where they’ll dig into the Bible and meet Jesus in every day’s story.



West Gwinnett Aquatic Center
www.gwinnettcounty.com (click on Parks & Recreation link)
WHERE: 4488 Peachtree Ind. Blvd, Norcross, GA 30071
(770) 417-2281 (call for summer hours)
COST: For Gwinnett residents (show driver’s license)
$2.00 - $5.00 depending upon age of swimmer

Aquatic center with indoor competition/lap pool, indoor instructional pools, outdoor leisure play pool, and 0.25 mile paved multi-purpose trail
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BUILD. LEARN. CREATE.
Kids Workshops are FREE "How-To Workshops"
designed for children ages 5-12. The hands-on
sessions are offered on the first Saturday of each
month between 9:00 a.m. and noon at a

Home Depot stores.
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