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A virtual law firm.

Let that sink in for a minute. No office.
No jostling for parking spaces. Meetings
in real time with colleagues and/or clients
across the country over the Internet.

Meet the XDL Group.

Richmond lawyer Wyatt Durrette may
be pointing the way to provide legal serv-
ices in the future.

Durrette, a veteran litigator and three-
term member of the Virginia House of
Delegates, started the XDL Group ear-
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lier this year. The idea is to be a “virtual
intellectual property boutique.”

Or as the group says at its slick Web
site, www.xdlgroup.com, “your IP light
cavalry.”

In addition to Durrette and his associ-
ate, Christine Williams, members in Vir-
ginia include Charles M. Allen of Glen
Allen and James Creekmore of Daleville.
Texas, North Carolina, South Carolina
and New York also are represented. A
lawyer in Oregon who is also a member
of the California bar is the newest addi-
tion.

Durrette said the concept grew out of
the observation by his friend Dale Hogue
of South Carolina that few true intellec-
tual property lawyers have much court-
room experience. On the other hand,
few top litigators are skilled in the nu-
ances of IP law.

Durrette and Hogue illustrate that di-
chotomy, with Durrette having vast ex-
perience as a litigator, including a
successful patent trial in Minnesota re-
cently, and Hogue having spent much of
his career advising clients on IP matters.

With outposts in eastern Texas, North
Carolina’s Research Triangle and the East-
ern District of Virginia (home of the
Patent and Trademark Office), the XDL
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