Falls Lake Rules, Public Hearing Talking Points
We have provided talking points about the rules for those that want to use them, but it will mean a lot for the State to hear stories about how you and your family have enjoyed Falls Lake and want it clean and safe for future use.  

Suggestions for success:

· Speak honestly, from the heart, and focus on what is important to you

· Comments do not have to be of a technical nature; use technical details only if you are comfortable doing so

· Plan for only 2-3 minutes; we will probably be limited in how long we can speak 

· Don’t worry about “filling time” – short is fine as long as it is honest and to the point

· Bring the kids and let them speak; it’s a great experience and they’re a big part of the population that uses the Lake so the State needs to hear from them too!

· Ask questions ahead of time – we’re happy to clarify so you go in feeling prepared

· Most importantly - Echo the following points in whatever way you feel you can best express yourself – this is your Lake we are all trying to protect

Background:

The North Carolina Environmental Management Commission (EMC) has proposed rules to clean up the lake in two phases over the next 25 years. But some upstream governments are urging the EMC to slow down on plans to clean up the most-polluted (the upper) end of the lake. Pollution comes from the whole watershed – parts of Wake, Durham, Granville, and Orange Counties – but most heavily from the city of Durham, which has the largest number of residents and densest development in the watershed. 

The EMC needs to hear that you want them to:

1.    Clean up the entire lake.  
2.    Start now and finish the job within 25 years.  
3.    No delays along the way.  
4.    Keep stormwater on site by restoring natural hydrology.
The Foundation supports the Falls Lake Rules, incorporating the four points above, because:
· Citizens of North Carolina have a right to clean, safe water, regardless of which County or City they live in. 

· Fixing Falls Lake will only get more expensive; we cannot afford, financially or environmentally, to delay cleaning up the Lake – we need to start now, finish soon, and not allow efforts to stall along the way 

· Polluters should be responsible for their own pollution; a neighbor who broke your window would be required to pay for the damage so you could make full use of their home, likewise, communities and residents that contribute pollution to the Lake should be required to address the damage from that pollution. 

· We have a legal and moral obligation to make Falls Lake safe for everyone; the fact that Falls Lake is a drinking water reservoir is secondary to the fact that this Lake belongs to every NC resident and the Federal mandate we have to protect the basic fishable/swimmable qualities of all US waters. 
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