May 11, 2010
 
 
Friends,
 
I cannot even begin to tell you the joy it brings me in the midst of the crisis, grief and shock of the flood waters rising 
to see and hear about ways in which you have been mobilized to serve throughout our neighborhood and community.  
 
This is a time for relief – the urgent and temporary provision of emergency aid to reduce immediate suffering from this 
natural disaster.  However, with our long-term vision for East Nashville, we need to be prepared to engage in 
rehabilitation, as well – the restoration of people and our community back to the positive elements of the pre-crisis condition.  
This engagement will allow us to continue to move forward in our calling toward development – the process of 
ongoing change that moves all people (both ‘helpers’ and ‘helped’) closer to being in right relationship with God, 
ourselves, others and creation.
 
I have been considering the words of Isaiah 43 (much more personally and literally!) during the past week.  
God tells his people, “Don’t fear when you pass through the waters; and the rivers, they shall not overwhelm you.”  
And the reason he gives for not fearing or being overwhelmed is so stunning: “I will be with you.  I have redeemed you.  
I have called you by name.  You are mine!”
 
Let us not forget to give honor, respect and praise to the God who meets us, comforts us, strengthens us and personally 
knows us in the storm.  He pledges himself to us in and through Jesus.
 
It is good to be strengthened by grace.  Do not grow weary in doing good.
 
Warm Regards,
Pastor Craig
 
Craig T. Brown
City Church of East Nashville
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