Japan of Today

Hopefully, by the time you get to this assignment, you will have a at least some idea of Japan’s rich history using the handouts I have provided.  Now it is time for you to learn about Japan on your own. 

Paragraph 1:  Researched information about ONE of the topics listed below. This is not a formal research.  Simply tell me what you learned, but be specific.  Don’t say Japan used to have emperors.  Tell me how many, how did they come into power, 
etc.  You do NOT have to address all the types of government, only the part you think is relevant to the novel.

Paragraph 2:  Analysis using the researched information as it relates to the novel, Black 
Rain. I expect at least 3 quotes sandwiches. Consider how the researched topic is relevant to the commentary or theme.  


For example:



You decide to explore how the government plays a role in Black Rain.  Using a TCCCC, 



you would elaborate on what you researched about the Japanese government in 



the “connection” pieces of your sandwich quotes.  I suspect the theme to your 



analysis will be something about the government and your commentary would 



probably lean toward political.  




These two paragraphs can be in the same document.  Make sure you have the proper header and heading.  After the two paragraphs, have a works cited page and a separate bibliography page.  Of course, you will have a topic sentence, transitions, and a conclusion sentence for each paragraph.  Dazzle me with your writing.  This is the time to work on active voice, transitions, varied sentence structures in your own writing.

1.  Government and Diplomacy:  examine: 


the Constitution and the Emperor; Legislature; Political parties; Executive; Judiciary; Foreign 
relations; National security

2.  Economy:  examine:


Pre-War; Post-War; Macroeconomics; Fiscal policy; Finance; External economic 
relations; 
Employment and labor; Industry

3.  Science and Technology:  examine:


Large-scale projects

4.  Society: examine:


Population; Social life (family, women, leisure) Education; Social security; Social Environment; 
Communication (transportation, information media)

5.  Culture:  examine:


Religion and Customs (religion, annual events, local festivals) Literature; Visual 
Arts (fine arts, 
architecture, design); Traditional arts (tea ceremony, flower arrangement); Music (Japanese 
traditional music, other types of music); Performing arts (theater, dance, vaudeville, film)

6.  Environment: examine:


Geography; Plants and animals; Population; Cities; Villages

