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Course Description:  


The two-year IB English program is designed to immerse students in the study, understanding, and appreciation of classical and world literature.  The program also intends to engage the learners in a variety of speaking and writing formats so they will not only possess new knowledge, but will also be able to effectively communicate about the universal aspects of literature and the human experience internationally.


Each reading selection will include the author's purpose, perspective, historical context, and writing techniques.  From critical reading and thinking skills of world literature including ancient myths, Brazilian, French, Hispanic, Arabic, German, and Cuban, scaffolded during their pre-IB courses, students will continue to expand their understanding of other cultures’ differences, specifically Native American, Russian, Italian, and Japanese, while recognizing literature as an expression of the human experience and similarities.  Focusing on the portrayal of society in the literature studied and the international perspectives on common human conflicts will be examined through a variety of genres including fictional novels and short stories, drama, nonfiction novels and essays, and poetry. Students will demonstrate their understanding of diverse literature aesthetically and critically by communicating information, ideas and beliefs with support to an audience. IB required formal and informal oral presentations (internally and externally), as well as several written assessments (both internal and external) will be used to determine students’ mastery of analyzing literature while incorporating literary terminology accurately.    


By using literature to explore places, people, and events, both familiar and unfamiliar, students will have an appreciation of multi-cultures and multi-ethics, which will help them be aware of the effects of their decisions on others in a global setting.  Students will appreciate their own uniqueness in the world while recognizing and accepting multifarious cultures on our planet.

Aims:

· encourage a personal appreciation of literature and develop an understanding of the techniques involved in literary criticism.

· develop the students’ powers of expression, both in oral and written communication, and provide the opportunity of practicing and developing the skills involved in writing and speaking in a variety of styles and situations.

· introduces students to a range of literary works of different periods, genres, styles and contexts.

· broaden the students’ perspectives through the study of works from other cultures and languages.

· introduce students to ways of approaching and studying literature, leading to the development of an understanding and appreciation of the relationships between different works.

· develop the ability to engage in close, detailed analysis of written text.

· promote in students an enjoyment of, and lifelong interest in, literature.

Objectives:

By the end of the course, students will demonstrate:
· an ability to approach works in an independent manner which reveals a personal response to literature.

· an ability to express ideas with clarity, coherence, conciseness, precision and fluency in both written and oral communications.

· a command of the language appropriate for the study of literature and an appreciation of the need for an effective choice of register and style in both written and oral communication.

· a sound approach to literature through consideration of the works studied.

· a thorough knowledge both of the individual works studied and of the relationships between groups of works studied.

· an appreciation of the similarities and differences between literary works from different ages and/or cultures.

· an ability to engage in independent textual commentary on both familiar and unfamiliar pieces of writing.

· a wide-ranging appreciation of structure, technique and style as employed by authors, and of their effects on the reader.

· an ability to structure ideas and arguments, both orally and in writing, in a sustained and logical way, and to support them with precise and relevant examples.

"The International Baccalaureate Diploma Programme has adopted an internationally recognized college level curriculum.  As a result, some literature will contain adult level themes and content."
The reading selections, and the semesters we will study them, are listed below.  In an effort to lighten your study load during the school year, and to make time for your officially required IB assessments, you will be required to read books during the summer break.  Be prepared for an assessment on one novel on the first day of school.  You may check out the books from me before summer break or you may purchase your own copy.  Either way, I suggest you take copious notes while being an active reader.  Use sticky notes or double column notes to help you if you have checked out the book.  Please feel free to email if you have questions during the summer.  I look forward to another successful year with you.

If you choose to buy your own books, make sure you have the following copies so that all specific titles will have the same page numbers of the texts used in class.  

Summer Reading Novels

Pride and Prejudice by Jane Austin

ISBN  # 0-395-77556-6

Pride and Prejudice Active Reading Assignments

· Read the novel, Pride and Prejudice

· Complete the data material handout 

· Come to class with the assignment done.

Black Rain by Ibuse

ISBN # 
0-87011-364-X

Black Rain  Active Reading Assignments

· Read the novel, Black Rain

· Read the handout on Japanese history and complete the questions

· Complete the research for “Japan of Today”

· Come to class with the assignments done

Last year as Juniors, you worked on your writing.  It is expected this assignments will reflect your improved writing skills.  So….yes, everything must be in active voice, varied sentence structures, parallel, no annoying pronouns without clear antecedents, and no extra THAT.  

A.  Semester 1 (67hrs)




Part 2:  Detailed Study--Drama, novel, nonfiction, poetry





1.  Hamlet  (Shakespeare, 1600)  drama   ISBN#  10: 0-48627278-8 (Dover Thrift Edition) 



2.  Pride and Prejudice (Austin,1700)  novel  ISBN#
 0-395-77556-6






3.  Pilgrim at Tinker Creek (Dillard, 1900)  nonfiction (selections) handout





4.  “Songs of Myself” (Whitman, 1800)  poems (selections) handout



 

Assessment (15%):  Formal oral commentary 






Individual taped commentary on selected excerpts supplemented with 







guiding questions





Unit Emphasis: Thematic connection on self-knowledge/conscience  



B. Semester 2  (67hrs)




Part 3:  Groups of Work--Novels





1. The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn (Twain, 1800) novel  ISBN #   0-590-43389-X






2.  The Grapes of Wrath (Steinbeck, 1900) novel  ISBN # 0-8085-1420-2





3.  The Old Man and the Sea (Hemingway, 1900) novel  ISBN # 0-684-80122-1




   WL
4.  Black Rain (Ibuse, 1900) novel  
ISNB #
0-87011-364-X







Assessment (50% combined):  Written IB Assessment 






Timed essay 25%:  unseen passage (1 commentary)






Timed essay 25%: choice of topic from two questions on genre and four 






general questions (1 essay)





Unit Emphasis:  Novel as a reflection of similar and different social and cultural contexts






Close textual reading
PAGE  
1

