Zackie, I am the Co-Chairperson of the Supporters Association for Israel (SAZ), not an honorary officer or an official of either the SAZF or SAJBD. We are a proud, independent group of Jewish and Christian Zionist volunteers who have no income stream from any source whatsoever. Our members contribute a modest membership fee of R50 per annum. As such, I am not privy to the financial affairs of the official S.A. Jewish community organizations. However, as far as I know, they are funded entirely by donations from the local Jewish community itself. I suggest you contact them directly to find out how much money they collect, and how they spend their funds.

All of which amuses us when we see comments like “the Zionist machine has kicked into action” – as though we are some kind of monsterous body lording it over our adversaries. In that respect, incidentally, your blogger Shane (who seems to demonise anyone who dares to defend Israel) claims that “the truth is out”. I doubt if he would know the truth if it came and bit him.

Regarding funding, I have been reliably informed by those who research these matters, that OSS is partially financed by Atlantic Philanthropies (AP) who also fund the Treatment Action Campaign (TAC); providing you Zackie with R1.2 million for research at Wits, and R210,000 for Nathan Geffin to go on a sabbatical leave. (AP claims that it is distributing funds from some rich benefactor, but there are those who believe that it is a front for other operators). OSS also aligns itself with ACRI in Israel, an NGO funded by the New Israel Fund (NIF), which in turn is funded by the Ford Foundation, the EU and other sources. All this can be found on NGO Monitor at hhtt://www.ngo-monitor.org/

The Human Rights delegation that spent 5 days investigating Judea and Samaria, I am told, apparently was given approximately R1 million by the heiress Vivienne Cohen who is part of that arch enemy of Israel, Ronnie Kasrils’  “Not In My Name” group. (That alone should tell you something). In general, there are those who suspect that many of these agencies and individuals can be traced back to enemies of Israel lurking in the background. With that kind of funding available, it is not too difficult to understand that some Jewish members of OSS could be seduced into promoting a cause extremely hostile to the best interests of their own people – working in harmony with such anti-Zionist and anti-Israel organizations as the Palestine Solidarity Committee, the Media Review lobby, and the “Not In My Name” campaign; assisting in efforts to bring about the ultimate demise of the State of Israel, whether those Jews like to admit it or not.

An iconic Jewish rabbi once declared: “Forgive them, Father, for they know not what they do”. It is possible that one day in the future Doron, Nathan and Daniel will deeply regret the misguided benevolence of their youth: naively trying to foster peace together with well-intentioned Palestinians but, in practice, only promoting policies and actions which, directly and indirectly, bolster forces with no tradition of democratic values, bent on the destruction of Israel- rather than working within an organization like the “Peres Centre for Peace” to achieve their objectives. Alternatively, they could assist established human rights organizations in Israel itself, where the judicial system has sufficient built-in checks and balances to deal with any violations of such rights, Israeli or Palestinian. But OSS actions outside Israel only serve to harm the cause they claim to champion - provoking confrontation and anger, instead of re-conciliation and peaceful co-existence.

Zackie, finally a quick course in reality: when, in 1947, a UN resolution legalized the creation of two states in the region, the Palestinians refused to accept that area apportioned to them as their own country – which today they are claiming for a Palestinian state. Then in 1967, Jordan attacked Israel, lost the war and the Palestiniains have since refused to make peace with Israel right up until today. Israel has withdrawn totally from Gaza, maintaining a blockade only to prevent on-going suicide bomber attempts and rocket attacks. 

Zackie, you can’t have your cake and eat it: either the so-called “West Bank” is part of a two state solution originally envisaged by the UN (which Israel is prepared to negotiate) or that area is the ancient, biblical region of Judea and Samaria. It is not “occupied Palestinian territory” – Israel’s presence there is the result of winning an unprovoked war thrust upon her, and a necessity required until both sides find an acceptable solution.

David Abel, Co-Chairman SAZ.   

