7th Grade Language Arts		            Jefferson Middle School	     Mrs-Wolpert-Gawron, Room 1


 (
GREETINGS, JEFFERSON FAMILIES!
)




WELCOME TO LANGUAGE ARTS
This year, your student will be studying the California 7th Grade Language Arts curriculum.  Seventh Grade is unique because not only do we focus on the Multiple Measures Assessment for San Gabriel, but we also take the California 7th Grade Writing Exam along with every other 7th Grader in the state.  Each quarter, your student will be having assignments, taking assessments, and producing writing in order to prepare for these tests.  

WRITING GENRES COVERED IN 7TH GRADE
Fictional Narrative, Response to Literature, Persuasive Essay, Summary

MATERIALS
Common Binder with Dare to Dream packet
White lined binder paper
Pens-blue or black (no glitter, gel, or felt tip)
Colored pencils or crayons or pens
Sharpened pencils
Highlighter

STUDENT DAILY EXPECTATIONS
Doing well is no secret.  Work hard.  Ask questions.  Respect others.  Behave appropriately.  Be prepared to learn when coming to class.  Leave the drama outside the door.  Bring your materials.  Arrive on time.  Take care of personal necessities before coming to class.  Dress appropriately.  Keep the classroom clean.  Dispose of your own trash.

TARDIES
If you are not in your seat when the bell rings, you will be marked TARDY.  This is your verbal warning.  If you are tardy to class, you will receive a 15-minute after school detention.  A “no show” to that detention = a 45-minute after school detention.

HOMEWORK 
Each Monday, your student will be given their homework for the entire week.  Their homework will be written in their AGENDAS on Monday, but they must bring their agendas to class daily. Unfinished classwork is added to their agenda as the week progresses so they need to plan wisely.  There will also be some long-term assignments.  Having knowledge of homework ahead of time will allow your student to plan their homework around family obligations while remaining accountable for their work.  Therefore, if you are sick, you already know your homework and still must turn it in on time.  MISSED WORK IS YOUR RESPONSIBILITY.  It will be posted on the board for the entire week for you to use to get the information you need to make up the work.

After an EXCUSED absence, it is your responsibility to arrange with me for make-up tests and quizzes. 

Missed, unexcused work, will be accepted but will be knocked down for everyday that it is late.  Any work turned in a week late will be marked as ½ credit.

You may also view the agenda at the following website: web.me.com/bulldogradio

HOW PARENTS CAN HELP
Your students cannot succeed without your help at home.  Help them with the responsibilities of middle school.  They must get their work to school and to me on time.  Look over their AGENDAS; be aware of when tests are and when assignments are due.  Encourage them to come to me to ask questions BEFORE the due date on an assignment.  They must continually work hard and their work must show their effort.  I will not accept work done with only ½ of their effort.  With your help at home and with my guidance at school, your student will navigate beautifully through 7th Grade Language Arts.

In 7th Grade, it is a student’s responsibility, not a parent’s, to get the homework.  The agenda is written as a class every week and checked by the teacher on Monday.  If your student has a tendency to lose things or not do their work, get phone numbers from students in the class so that your student might solve their problem themselves.  Remember that we are slowly preparing them for 8th Grade, High School, and beyond.  The agenda is a simple way to remember what is due and when it is due.  If an extension for work is necessary, encourage your student to approach me BEFORE THE DUE DATE and explain why.  If it is handled maturely, and not abused, I will work things out with your student.  Again, this is a way to begin encouraging 7th Graders to take on their own responsibilities.  

GRADING STANDARDS AND POLICIES
70% -  tests, quizzes, essays, and projects
15% - classwork
10% - homework 
5% - participation

Extra Credit opportunities are offered often and I will be happy to entertain any ideas from students who are willing to try something independently.  


FINAL NOTE
Feel free to contact me with any concerns as soon as possible at wolpert_h@sgusd.k12.ca.us.  Also let me know if anything happens that may affect your child’s performance in class.  I am here to demand a lot from them, but I am also here to help them succeed.   With their effort, my guidance, and your support, I know that they will.


Sincerely, 



Heather Wolpert-Gawron
Language Arts Teacher




												

I have read, understood, and agree to comply with the classroom rules and expectations.

										
STUDENT SIGNATURE				DATE


I have read and understood the class standards and expectations, and agree to support my student’s efforts to adhere to them.

										
PARENT/GUARDIAN SIGNATURE		DATE
