40 Things I Want To Do Before I’m 40

by Ryan Lindsay

 

1. Learn to be a father (as my first will be born in about 3 months, or possibly less…) – and I admit that I don’t know everything about this task as I’ve never done it before

2. Keep my wife happy for every day leading up to my 40th birthday (which is only 12 years away, so I think this one is doable)

3. Spend as much time as possible making my son happy, when he comes – and I mean extremely happy

4. See one of my novels published, and I don’t even care by whom – I put in so much time, and have 4 finished already,  that I have to eventually follow one to a published completion

5. Get some work published in a Marvel comic (and I know I got that essay in the back of the brilliance that is Brubaker/Phillips’ Criminal but that was an essay, prose only, I want to see my work up in lights, man!) – I’d also like to be published by Image but I don’t want this list to be a pipe dream full of every publisher and artist I wish to collaborate with

6. Have lunch with a writing agent – sounds lame but I’d just love to do it

7. Watch all of LOST in a row over one of my holiday breaks

8. Interview a comic creator face-to-face instead of via email

9. Visit Venice again – completely want to visit that café under the Rialto Bridge where I proposed to my lady

10. Go to New York – and actually stay for a while, and get some writing done there, eat a hot dog, that sort of thing

11. Stay in a European country for 2-3 months, in a small house, and definitely do some writing there

12. Own at least 5 more pieces of comic art – people like Steven Sanders, Alex Maleev, Ryan Stegman, those sorts of guys, and nearly always an Iron Fist/Steel Serpent sketch would be the business

13. Watch something I wrote appear on a cinema screen. This is kind of asking a lot but possibly not as much as you would think

14. Own my own home

15. Have a library/office in my owned home – I have one now but I want to own one, and make it even bigger and cooler

16. Receive an iPad for free – one can hope, can’t one?

17. Visit Antarctica – I just think it would be cool, and I always loved John Carpenter’s The Thing

18. Holiday with my brothers – really just sit around and shoot the shit while drinking beers and relaxing completely

19. Visit New Zealand at least one more time – my uncle still lives there and my father was born there

20. Take my family around Australia on a big road trip – I’m a teacher so I know the kids won’t be missing too much education wise

21. Be interviewed about my writing – I’d love it to be by Playboy, their interviews are just absolutely, hands down, the best, seriously

22. Sit on a panel at a comic convention – sure, I should worry about getting to one of these first (only been to Supanova in Australia) but I’d love to be on a panel

23. Learn to draw – I don’t care what style, I just wish what I wrote, and what I felt, could come out of me in pictures as well

24. See an Iron Fist movie made well – I’ll even write it, for free

25. Have a second child – preferably a few years after the first one, and I think I want it to be a girl to make a matching set

26. Deliver another speech at a wedding – I love that drunken line between a roast and an emotional call to arms

27. Write a story for each of my children (if we do end up having two)

28. Own every Hard Case Crime publication – and have the time to read them all

29. Have my comic work published, at all – I have no pretence over which publisher, and most of my ideas are creator owned, so I’m open to whichever house wants to bring me eternal happiness

30. Run a marathon – I did a half-marathon before and it was as hard as it was awesome

31. Promote in my job – I’ve spent plenty of time as an acting or relieving Assistant Principal, I’d like to make it official one day

32. Have a shelf of journals that are completely full – I have neglected this writing for a while but generally keep it up and love going back through them every once a decade or so

33. Have another wedding – sure, it’d be with my current wife, and it wouldn’t cost anywhere near as much as what the first one cost, but it’d be fun to gather all our friends and family once more, why can’t we do that once a decade?

34. See my thoughtballoons writing website become something larger – is a movement too much to ask for?

35. Have one more Festivus – it was a drinking club I started at college and I really want to see all those boys one more time, at least

36. Show my kids everything that I love, let them get to know me, but then let them choose what they want to love

37. Call me crazy but I’d kind of like to try my hand at podcasting – sure, who cares what I have to say, but doing one with my brother would be pretty cool, and we’re a solid Venn diagram of interests and I think we’re pretty funny

38. Learn to play a musical instrument – I don’t expect to get any good but our kids will be doing it so if I could help that would be awesome

39. Eat a few animals I have yet to try – I mean, c’mon, you haven’t lived until you’ve eaten crocodile, ostrich, or maybe even just a decent pheasant. No spiders, though, I would refuse, with violence if necessary, to imbibe on of those devil creatures

40. Read constantly – I don’t ever want to stop reading because I love it, it teaches you new things, and it is a great example to set for the next generation

