40 Things I Didn’t Know About Parenting

by Sigrid Ellis
1.  Kids come with personalities pre-installed, about which I can do very little.
2.  They randomly walk up to me and say they love me.
3.  Little boys can be very emotional and sweet.
4.  The window between age six and age nine is the distance between childhood and puberty for my daughter.
5.  Reasonableness does very little good, some days.
6.  LEGO bricks are lethal caltrops.  They weren’t when I was ten.
7.  Frustration, the urge to use strength or violence, is very strong some days.
8.  The Little House of the Prairie books are popular with boys and girls.
9.  Literary analysis of the meaning of Lady Gaga songs is an all-ages activity.
10.  When an extrovert is feeling low, send her to play with other people.
11.  Masque of the Red Death turned out to be a favorite bedtime story.
12.  Raising caterpillars as pets is hugely popular with small children.
13.  Most large communities have model rocketry clubs, which hold open-to-the-public launches.
14.  Keeping hair combed is an endless trial.
15.  A large bin of cloth diapers was the best infant investment we ever made. Drop cloths, bibs, napkins, smocks, rags....
16.  How often I would want to let them sleep with me, which is against my better judgment.
17.  It was incredibly hard to let them cry at night, but they slept through the night by twelve months old.
18.  It’s not hard to explain sex to them. It *is* hard to explain news and cultural references to sexual violence.
19.  I cry a bit when talking about major events in world history.  The Danish evacuation of the Jews in WWII.  The firefighters of 9/11.  The monks of medival Europe, saving the light of knowledge for an unknown future.
20.  I no longer remember the smell of spit-up, which I thought I would remember *forever*.
21.  The smell of soft baby-head is great, but I prefer the conversation of six-year-olds.
22.  What am I going to do about the fact that I’m raising cosplayers?  I don’t sew or craft at *all*!
23.  My son is a geek.  My daughter ... is not.
24.  Scare trends among parents make me want to stab people, in the brain, with the power of reason.
25.  Why the heck can’t kids go barefoot anywhere anymore?  It’s just dirt, people!
26.  Sticks and mud really *are* the best toys.
27.  But LEGOs are a close second.
28.  In fact, any generalist toy beats any single-purpose toy, every time.
29.  Which means my parents were right about that.
30.  My mother is this incredible lax grandmother.  Who knew?
31.  Having no relationship with my father is easier than I thought it would be, though I still expect I’ll regret the fact that the kids won’t know him.  They couldn’t know the man I miss, anyway.  Alcoholism removed him a long time ago.
32.  Some people are morning people from birth.  Others, apparently, are *not*.
33.  Explaining to my son why a kid won’t play with him is heartbreaking.
34.  The toys I think are great are not the toys my kids are great.
35.  Starting them with house chores at age four was a good idea.
36.  My kids are not malingerers.  This is a surprise, because I was (and kind of am.)
37.  I can’t watch movies or tv shows in which kids get hurt, anymore.  All I can think about is how the parents feel.  I used to be such a fan of horror movies, too ...
38.  The first movie banned in my house was Danny Kaye’s “The Court Jester.”  Because the kids started spitting out their food at dinner.  The second was “Duck Soup,” for similar reasons.
39.  Loving my kids is like having my heart outside of my body, wandering around loose and at risk.
40.  I can’t wait to see what happens next.
