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1. The Philippines, some information

 Current population around 92 million, 12t
biggest in the world

» Population growth around 1.8 million/year, net
of death and migration. Creating an equiv. of
one Singapore (4M) every 2 years and 3 mos.

» Land area of 30 million hectares, archipelago
of 7,100 islands and islets

* The only Asian country colonized by Spain
(about 370 years), “Latin American” culture

* The only Asian country colonized by the US
(about 43 years) after the Spaniards left and
before the Japanese came during WW2

* The only predominantly Catholic country in
Asia.
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* Archipelagic, political
power is centralized in
Metro Manila

e Within “Pacific Rim of
Fire”, 20 active

volcanoes, S Mayon volcano, “most beautiful volcano
earthquakes/day on ave. in the world”, exploding every 6-10 yrs

(99%+ very mild)

e 20 storms and
typhoons/year on ave.
Among the millions of
victims of typhoon
“Ketsana” last Sept. 26,
2009
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Two of the freest economies in
the world in doing business are
just north and south of the
country. But we are not learning
from them.

\

North of the Phils. is Hong Kong
capitalism, just 1:45 hrs by plane

South of the Phils. is Singapore
capitalism, just 3:20 by plane



2. Minimal Government Thinkers: Brief History

 Informally formed in February 2004 as “Minimal
Government”, among friends in our mountaineering
club, been discussing a small government philosophy
for several years. Zero network with other free market
groups outside the country.

« April-May 2004, Atlas gave me an
iInternational fellowship training: Mackinac
leadership conference in Michigan, Atlas
Liberty Forum in Chicago, etc. Made
friends in the global free market movement
(esp. in the US) for the 1st time.



2004 (HK, picture right),
2005 (Phuket) and 2006
(Kuala Lumpur), Atlas
partnered with the Friedrich
Naumann Foundation (FNF)
for Asian Liberty Forum and
Economic Freedom
Network (EFN-Asia)
conferences. Friends in the
Asian free market mov't.

June 2005, International
Policy Network’s (IPN)
“Global Development
Summit” in London. Start of
friendly and close alliance
with IPN. Right, IPN-MG
sympo in Manila, 2007.



e 2008, reorganization of
MG into MG Thinkers, Inc.
— new website, new board,
new logo, new office. Atlas
brought me to the US
again, Atlas Liberty Forum
In Atlanta

e 2009, more exposure for
MG, more speaking
engagements, more
iInvolvement in public
policy debates. Right, talk
with a Rotary Club, May 09



3. Affiliation with 5 different coalitions (4
International, 1 local):

(1) Freedom to Trade —
promoting free trade, fight

protectionism.
(http://freedomtotrade.orqg/)

(2) Civil Society Coalition on Climate
Change (CSCCC) — promoting
rational discussion of climate issues,
minus alarmism and ecological central
planning.



(3) International Property Rights
Index (IPRI) — promoting private
property rights (physical and
intellectual), rule of law.
http://www.internationalpropertyrightsindex.org/

(4) World Taxpayers Association
(WTA) — for low, flat tax; less
waste and more accountable

governments.
http://www.worldtaxpayers.org/




(5) CHAT. A Philippine-based
coalition of NGOs advocating
medicines and health
transparency. Many member-
NGQOs are supportive of bigger
government regulation and
iInvolvement in healthcare. MG
Thinkers injects internal debate.

CHAT is also the civil society
partner of Medicines
Transparency Alliance (MeTA)-
Philippines.



4. MG Thinkers: Some unique characteristics, Phil. context

1. Name itself: “Minimal Government Thinkers” is easy to explain
— “We are a think tank advocating minimal government.”

2. Explicit defense of capitalism — free market capitalism,
globalization, private property rights, inequality as a result of
liberty and diversity.

Consumer
choices...

Vs.

Govt.
multiple
permits



3. Explicit critiqgue of climate alarmism and ecological
central planning — digging deep into the science (geology,
solar physics, etc.) and hard data.

CO2 rising, while
global temperatures
(UAH satellite data)
falling, data until
October 2009.

Where's the causality
of “man-made
warming theory”?



4. Explicit and repeated emphasis on personal and
parental responsibility, less government responsibility.

5. Not accepting any government funding (national or
foreign aid), full reliance on private donation and support,
tax activism.

6. Despite the activism, fully registered with all
government regulatory bodies, regularly paying all
mandatory taxes and contributions.

7. Only Philippine-based think tank affiliated with those 4
iInternational free market coalitions.



5. Statists react

1. Having the word “Government” in our name, some ask,
“Are you a government think tank?”

Saying “minimal government”, some immediately ask,
“Abolish government? That's impossible!”

2. Defense of free market capitalism.

* Most common rebuttal: “Look what happened recently to
the global financial crisis. Unregulated capitalism gives us
greed, chaos and global crisis.”

* “IPR confiscation and price control is necessary to
temper big multinationals’ greed and huge profit.”

* Some are philosophical: “Adam Smith the poor?”



3. Critique of climate alarmism — malicious questions:
*How much did you receive from big oil lobby?”
“Why do you defend extravagant, unsustainable lifestyle?”

4. Emphasis on personal responsibility.

Immediate reply is... blank face, silence.

When they recover, they counter: “What happens to
children of lazy parents? Should we penalize the hapless
children for the irresponsibility of their elders?”
“Voluntary, charity organizations? They have limited and
unstable coverage.”



5. Zero government funding — more praise than suspicion.

* Praises: “You're very brave! Most NGOs and think tanks
In developing countries live off on oodles of UN and
foreign aid money, you refuse them?”

* But it's easy to attack the WB, IMF, UN, ADB, USAID,
etc. whenever they support any tax hike in the Philippines,
SO0 It’s risky to receive money from them.

* Suspicions: “You get money from big oil? Big pharma?
Libertarian big business?”

*We answer: “Wish we do. But we get support from fellow
free market think tanks abroad (like Atlas travel grants),
local contributions.”



6. What's our wall?

Then, in Germany
until Nov. 9, 1989

~

Among current walls,
Philippine style:

Office of the President Provincial  capitol City Hall



The previous 3 pictures plus agencies under them, here’s
what they do:

1. Multitude of regulations and prohibitions. Job creation and
entrepreneurship is a crime, it’s prohibited. Unless the would-
be entrepreneurs secure dozens of signatures, permits,
accreditations and authorizations.



2. Multitude of
taxes (circa 2009)

47 different taxes
and fees every year
for Philippine-based
companies

e Surrender up to
almost 50 percent
of a corporation’s
profit in taxes and
mandatory
contributions — if
one will honestly
pay them all.

Source: Doing Business,
2010 Report,
http://www.doingbusines
s.org/ExploreTopics/Pay
ingTaxes/?excel=true

Country or Payment | Time Total tax
Economy (no. per (hrs per |rate (%
year) year) of profit)
China 7 504 78.5
Japan 13 355 55.7
Philippines 47 195 49.4
Taiwan 54 281 40.4
Vietnam 32 1,050 40.1
Indonesia 51 266 37.6
Thailand 14 264 37.2
Malaysia 12 145 34.2
Lao PDR 34 362 33.7
S. Korea 14 250 31.9
Singapore 5 84 27.8
Hong Kong 4 80 24.2




3. Absence of the rule of
law, 2 set of rules very often
— one for ordinary citizens
and motorists, one for
government officials, their
friends and family members.
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4. Policy reversals driven by political opportunism and envy:
price control and mandatory subsidies by private
enterprises of the public.

» Popular medicines: Mandatory
50% cut (starting Aug. 15, 2009)

 Oil: Mandatory price freeze
to Oct. 15, 2009 level in Luzon

» Other goods and services:
Mandatory 20% discount for
senior citizens and persons with
disabilities (PWD)




Large-scale corruption and government wastes as the
logical result. People are complaining but there is very little
they think they can do. Thieves get re-elected instead of
going to prison bars.

L T .
Suppose you were an idiof.

And suppose you were a member

LI r 1
of Congress. Buf, | repeat n‘]}"‘SEH,;’ ‘

BAD CRIMINALS GO TO JAIL. Sadly, political power attracts
THE BEST GO TO WASHINGTON. those who should be denied it.
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7. Facebook and online capitalism vs. the wall

Use capitalism, YAHOO!
GO& )816 and other online services as examples of

the beauty of capitalism.

* The walls are generally tangible: border controls and
Immigration, visa and customs requirements, taxation of
International trade, printing press and TV/radio stations

e Online media complements and sometimes compete
with traditional media. But (a) competition is among the
essence of capitalism, and (b) there is no central
authority (yet) to control online networking



and other online capitalism are prime
examples of providing “public goods” globally and yet
there are zero taxes nor government bureaucracies to
create and sustain them.

Examplel:

One leftie friend of mine posted about the movie of Michael Moore on the
bad side of capitalism.

Me: “thanks to facebook and google capitalism. We get free online
services with zero taxation or other mandatory contribution.”

Her friend (but not my friend) who's a known anti-globalist in Manila but |
know is a jet setter, commented sarcastically: “thank you capitalism!”

Me: “thank you also airline capitalism. Both pro- and anti-globalist
jetsetters benefit from you.”

No further comment from any of them. Message delivered, slam-dunk!



Using and for online

debates...

Example2:

Check my facebook Note, “Global cooling and flooding” dated Sept. 27, 2009,
http://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=564267333&v=app 2347471856&ref
=profile#/note.php?note 1d=161311436018

« 1 month and 2 weeks(!) of debate with the warmers, 200+ comments and
counter-comments, Sept. 27 to Nov. 7 '09. Debate can resume anytime.

» Pushed me to produce more than 2 dozens of charts and graphs from
various sources. My position was strengthened with visuals, the other party
cannot do it, unless they open up their own Notes and invite skeptic debaters
to check on them.



Another opportunity for me and MG Thinkers, an online
magazine, www.thelobbyist.biz

Article no.:

97. Rising walls of forced collectivism, November 6, 2009

96. Swine flu, leptospirosis and new medicines, October 30, 2009

95. Service charges and capitalism, October 23, 2009

94. Liberty, democracy, price control and tax competition, October 16, 09
93. Calamity of price control, October 9, 2009

92. Global cooling and cosmic rays, October 2, 2009

91. Bastiat, liberty and taxes, September 25, 2009

90. Marx, Hayek and Property Rights, 18 September 2009

89. Solar minimum and Copenhagen, 10 September 2009



8. Atlas shrugged: pushing the battle harder

Not Ayn Rand’s book, but the Atlas Economic
Research Foundation

Atlas has pursued and sustained the global
battle for ideas. It has set the leadership as a
nurturing or mother institution. Other big think
tanks complement, not compete, with what Atlas
IS doing.

Atlas donors and officials, make no mistake

about it: YOU are doing a great job of promoting
liberty around the world.

Keep stepping on the pedal, harder.



Thank you!

www.minimalgovernment.net

http://funwithgovernment.blogspot.com

minimalgovernment@agmail.com

nonoy@minmalgovernment.net




