
Welcome to our new look newsletter.  I hope you find it interesting and informative.  We hope that 
this newsletter will evolve over the next few months and we would love to receive your input as parents 
or supporters. 

Our vision is that children with additional needs and disabilities have the right to take a full and active 
part in everyday life, allowing them to maximise their potential for inclusion, when they start school. We 
have a mission to: provide safe, satisfying and stimulating play for all the family; help guide and support 
the whole family regardless of background; provide an independent environment for the further  
assessment and therapy by all the professionals working with the children and their families; adapt the 
way we facilitate play to meet their needs and ensure every child is given every opportunity. 

Who are Dingley? 

Dave Ormrod is the Chairman of our Board of Trustees and we thought it 
would be interesting for the Dingley parents and supporters to learn more 
about our Trustees. 

Dave took on the role of Chairman of Dingley Family and Specialist Early 
Years Centres in January 2009 after a period of 18 months as a Trustee.  
Dingley came to Dave's attention via his wife, Lynne, who was a volunteer 
at our Newbury Centre for a number of years and, with retirement on the 
horizon, Dave felt that he would like to spend some of his free time “giving 
something back”.   

In his 36 years of employment, Dave worked for Esso for 14 years and 
Siemens for 19 years, with a period of 3 years in the mid/late 1980s as IT 
Director for a London city law firm. 

Dave and Lynne, with son Matthew and daughter Rebecca, moved to 
Newbury in 1989.  Matthew is now married with 3 children and lives in 
Thatcham, whilst Rebecca lives and works around Uxbridge. 

When he took on the role of Chairman, Dave emphasised that a large 
charity like Dingley (our annual running costs are close to £200k p.a.) 
cannot survive nowadays without a “businesslike” approach to all aspects 
of its day-to-day operation, management and governance.  Dave feels 
that his experience of working for, and with, private and public sector  
organisations will enable him to contribute to many aspects of the Dingley 
operation. 

Our Chairman ~ Dave Ormrod 

VOLUNTEERS 
We urgently need  
volunteers to work  

alongside our qualified 
staff to support the  

children within all our  
centres.   

For more details contact 
the Centre Manager near 

you.  

LOCALGIVING.COM 
The Dingley Family and Specialist Early Years Centres is now featured on the Localgiving website.  The 
web address is www.localgiving.com/dingley.  The on-line donation service was launched in December 
and if you make a donation via this website, Dingley will be able to claim gift-aid.  Please pass this  
address to your supporters.   

Remember every donation helps 



Hi, I am Carol Clements the Manager of the West Berkshire Centre.  I have been 
in the post now for 10yrs and still enjoy all the different challenges it brings as well 
as working in partnership with the families who have a child with additional needs. 

At Newbury, I have a dedicated team of 4 staff and 2 volunteers who provide  
individual care and education for children 0 to 5yrs. 

At present ,we support 23 families which come from all over the West Berkshire 
area. Fortunately, we are able to provide transport for the families who have no 
access to a vehicle thanks to our volunteer driver Mick. 

Our vision for the future of the West Berkshire Centre is to be able to have our 
own building and outdoor area.  This will enable us to extend our services 
throughout the year. 

We are very lucky to have a very active Friends of Dingley Fund Raising Group 
made up of parents and staff. They regularly meet to plan activities to raise much 
needed funds for our centre.  I personally would like to say a special thanks to 
them. 

We are pleased to welcome a new Parent Representative for West Berkshire, 
Claire Barratt, to our Committee. 

We wish to congratulate 2 of our staff members Cassie Smith & Caroline Ford  on 
gaining their N.V.Q Level 3. 

NEWS FROM DINGLEY—WEST BERKSHIRE  

 

West Berkshire Centre, 

The Picnic Enclosure, 

Newbury Racecourse, 

Newbury   RG14 7NZ 

01635 552458 

admin.westberks@ 

dingley.org.uk 

FUND RAISING UPDATE (WEST BERKSHIRE)  

The Trustees, staff, families and most importantly the children would like to thank the following who have 
helped us throughout the year 

· AWE Military Police Burghfield has given £400 plus gifts of children’s presents (see photo below) 

· Aiming High for Disabled children has given £6,000 towards the running of two play schemes   

· Deanwood Park Golf Club has given £8,200 towards the running costs in West Berkshire 

· Englefield Trust has given £2,000 towards the running costs in West Berkshire 

· Give A Child A Chance has given £2,000 towards the transport costs in West Berkshire 

· John Cumber Trust has given £500 towards running costs in West Berkshire 

· Newbury Racecourse kindly allowed us to hold an exit collection for West Berkshire and £3227 was    

      collected by parents and staff for running costs and equipment 

· Staff and parents in West Berkshire raised £1599 competing in the Adidas Womens 5k Challenge 

· Thatcham Town Council has given £270 towards printing costs 

How your donations can help:- 

The annual fund raising for Dingley Family and Specialist Early 
Years Centres is £200,000.Any help is gratefully received, no 
amount is too small and we guarantee that it will help make a 
child’s life much happier 

 

www.dingley.org.uk 



Hi, my name is Jane Amin and I am delighted to have taken up the position of 
Manager of the Reading Centre from January 2010. 

I have been working at Dingley – Wokingham for four years, two of which as 
Deputy Manager. Although I am sad to leave Wokingham, I am excited about 
working with you here at Reading. 

I am joining a dedicated and enthusiastic team and together we are committed 
to providing the best care for your children to help them to fulfil their full  
potential. Alongside the qualified staff we are supported by volunteers and  
students who are invaluable and bring with them their own special skills. 

I hope you all agree that the Children’s Christmas party was great fun; it was 
enjoyed by the children, parents and staff alike! A big thank you has to go to ING 
Direct for their support and their hands on involvement. We are looking forward 
to continuing working with ING Direct who are going to be developing our  
sensory garden – hopefully before the summer- watch this space! 

We are currently running five morning sessions of three hours per session and 
are developing the afternoon sessions.  If you would like to increase the         
sessions you/your child attends please talk to myself or your key worker.  

NEWS FROM DINGLEY—READING 

Reading Centre 

Kennet Walk  

Community Building, 

Kenavon Drive,  

Reading RG1 3GD  

0118 327 7424 

admin.reading@ 

We would also appreciate your views of how you would like the shorter afternoon sessions to be run, we are 
here to support you as a family and we want to ‘get it right’.  

Two afternoons have been booked,  the 1st February 2010 and the 1st March 2010 where we are going to 
have a family fun afternoon with  representatives from Reading Football Club, which will include a ‘kick 
around’ (weather permitting) and a chance to get messy! A big thank you has to go out to Phil Griffiths for or-
ganising these sessions. Please look out for more details nearer the time. 

I am looking forward to working alongside the rest of the team for the benefit of both yourself and your child.  

Happy New Year to all.  Jane, Victoria, Louise, Keren and Carol 

FUND RAISING UPDATE (READING)  

The Trustees, staff, families and most importantly the children would like to thank the following who have 
helped us throughout the year 

· Give A Child A Chance has given £2,000 towards equipment for the new sensory room in  

      Reading and the launch party 

· ING Direct has chosen Reading as one of it’s charities of the year and has pledged £6,000  

      towards a sensory garden and the cost of this year’s Christmas party 

· Reading Abbey Rotary Club has given £250 towards the running costs in Reading 

· Reading St. Laurence Church Lands has given £1,000 towards the running costs  

How your donations can help:- 

· £5 will buy a book that all the children can enjoy at Story Time 

· £20 will buy craft materials for many hours of entertainment 

· £100 will help a family that needs assistance with transport 

www.dingley.org.uk 



Hi,  

I am Arti Divatia and have been working as a manager here at  
Wokingham for the last 5 years.  I was delighted to have achieved my 
Early years professional status (NVQ6) last year.  We are an  
OFSTED registered setting for both education and care. Wokingham 
borough council has commissioned us to run this specialist service and 
have signed a 3 year Service level agreement with us. 

Currently Wokingham has 6 qualified and well trained staff members 
who are very passionate, dedicated, hard working and enthusiastic.  We 
also have 2 volunteers who give up their valued time to play with the chil-
dren every week. We have a continuous influx of students doing their 
work placements with us.  

At present we run eight sessions each week. Five of them are  
nursery sessions. Children above the age of 3 are welcome to  
attend 5 sessions.  3 sessions are where parents/carers often attend 
providing support to each other and learning about different  
strategies. We also have a session for babies and children with  
complex needs. We make use of Makaton and PECS (picture  
exchange communication system.)    

We have regular visits from professionals like Educational   
Psychologists, Health Visitors, Early Years Inclusion Teachers, Speech 
and Language Therapist etc. 

NEWS FROM DINGLEY—WOKINGHAM  

THE DINGLEY FUTURE  

We plan to expand on the service we offer by helping even more children and giving parents the respite they 
need. We hope to receive more comments like this,  

"The staff at Dingley have been a real support over the last 2 years - they have taught me when to push and 
when to let our daughter learn on her own so that she gains independence."  
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admin.wokingham@ 

dingley.org.uk 

We work on a key worker system and follow EYFS in our curriculum and hence have lots of  
observations and planning to help the children achieve their best potential.  

We had a fantastic Christmas party which was well attended by 26 families and Santa who gave all the chil-
dren presents.  We were able get toys for all the children from the giving tree.  Thanks to Barnados and the 
Bikers. 

I am looking forward to continuing to work alongside you and your child in the forth coming year. 

Happy New Year  from Arti, Amy, Amanda, Teresa, Theresa, Lisa and Matthew. 

FUND RAISING UPDATE (WOKINGHAM)  

The Trustees, staff, families and most importantly the children would like to thank the following who have 
helped us throughout the year 

· Sainsbury’s in Winnersh has chosen Wokingham as it’s charity of the year and has pledged to raise 

      £5,000 towards running costs 

· Earley Charity has given £3,000 towards the transport costs in Wokingham 

· The Lions Club of Wokingham has given the Wokingham Centre £224 for sensory Equipment. 

· West Berks PCT has given the Wokingham Centre £20,000 over 2 years towards it’s family  
      sessions 

www.dingley.org.uk 


