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Previous Land Use



Military Training



Fort Custer Natural Areas



Resource Management
Recommendations

Prescription burning

Establish boundaries for natural areas
Control invasive exotics

Woody plant encroachment

T & E species protection

Monitoring effects of management activities



Significant Invasive Exotic Plants

Upland Wetland
 Robinia pseudoacacia ¢ Rhamnus frangula
(Black Locust) (Glossy Buckthorn)
 Rosa multiflora e Lythrum salicaria(Purple
(Multiflora Rose) Loosestrife)
e Lonicera maacki(Bush
Honeysuckle)

 Eleagnus umbellata
(Autumn Olive)

e Berberis thunbergii
(Japanese Barberry)



Exotic Plant Control Options

* Prescription Burning ¢ Mechanical
e Chemical e Biological



FCTC Prescription Burning

* Initially focused on natural areas

 Expanded into other maneuver areas for
resource management and to facilitate
military training activities

 Burn perimeter fence to facilitate security



Burn Units



1 7-E 213.7 3]1359 |AB,DG
2 5-NE 209.9 5/1,59 AB,D,G
3 5-SE 133.7 5[9 AB,D,G
4 7-SW 148.6 5[1,5,9 A,BD,G
5 9-SW 301.1 5[1,9 A,D

Wildland Fire Goal - Key

A - Manage landscapes at FCTC to promote histotieenéandscapes in
conjunction with the training mission of the fatgili

B - Protect and perpetuate High Quality Natural Area

C - Promote habitat for threatened or endangeretespe

D - Manage vegetation to facilitate use for trainagvities.

E - Control access to the facility and maintain euse perimeter.

F - Prevent wildfires by controlling fuel loading.

G - Manage ecological impacts of invasive exotiada

Fuel Model Key
1 - low grass and forbs

3 - tall grass and forbs
5 - oldfield shrubs and grasses

9 - oak woodland Iitter'

G - Manage ecological impacts of invasive exotaisl.
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Fuel Model Key

1 - low grass and forbs

3 - tall grass and forbs

5 - oldfield shrubs and grasses

Q- oak woodland liter J




Prescription Burning 2003-2009




Burn Extent 2009






Typical Fire Behavior





















Woody Exotic Control
























Garlic Mustard Control












Mechanical Control






Biological Control









Fire Effects

positive control of invasive exotic plants.
— multiflora rose

— amur honeysuckle

— Autumn olive

— garlic mustard

reduced sapling growth.
reduced shrub growth in fen habitats.
fuel reduction.

Increase ground level sun light increase vigor of
herb layer.

stimulate growth of conservative species.
— species new to flora inventory



Overall Resource Benefits

Positive change In habitat structure.
— Woodlands
— Shrubs

Reduction In invasive exotic plants
Improvement in native grasslands

Landscape changes that facilitate training
use.



Typical Results
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