
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

14th 
Century 

13th 
Century 

1204.  
 
Constantinople captured 
by Venice and 4th 
Crusaders. 

1255‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐1380. 
 
4 long wars with Genoa, ending in the battle of Chioggia (1379‐80) 
 

Medieval Period. 
 
 Venice called “Republic of Music” 

 

15th 
Century 

29 May, 1453.  
 
Ottoman Turks (Sultan Mehmet II) 
capture Constantinople from 
Venice. 

1405----------------------------1428  
 
Venice acquires Padua, Vicenza and Verona, 
then Friuli, Brescia and Bergamo. 

1484‐‐‐‐‐1489 
 
Venice acquires 
Rovigo, Polesine, 
and Cyprus. 

1492‐‐‐‐1497 
Columbus discovers 
America and DeGama 
sails the Cape route 
to the East. 

Medieval Period. 
 
 Venice called “Republic of Music” 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16th 
Century 

1508 
 
Venice stands alone in war against 
Turks, Western Europe, the Pope, 
and the Holy Roman Emperor. 
 

1571. 
 
Cyprus lost to Ottoman Turks 

1527. Adrian Wilaert, Flemish, appointed “Maestro di 
cappella at San Marco. First to use a double choir in 
Saint Mark’s basilica. 
 

1585. Giovanni Gabrieli became 
Maestro di cappella. Expanded the 
use of instrumentation with voice. 

1525. (elsewhere) Giovanni 
Pierluigi Palestrina, most 
famous composer of 16th 
century born. Worked with 
simpler word‐settings. 

1588. Chamber  
organ added to the 
musical “staff” at 
Saint Mark’s Basilica. 

* Music history, top of line; Political history, bottom of line. 
 



 
 

 
 
 

 
 

  

 
 
 
 
 
                                                                                                           

 
 

* Music history, top of line; Political history, bottom of line. 
 

1628. Heinrich Schutz 
becomes Monteverdi's 
pupil at Venice 
 

17th 
Century 

 

1637. Europe's first public 
opera house, the Teatro San 
Cassiano, opens in Venice 
sponsored by the Tron 
family. 

1638 
Monteverdi: 
"Eight Book of 
Madrigals" 

1607: 
Monteverdi’s 
first opera, 
Orfeo, 
performed. 

1605. Claudio Monteverdi 
writes 5th book of madrigals 
supporting stronger 
harmonic progression, 
independent base lines, and 
use of dissonance. 

1639 
Monteverdi's 
opera,"Adone" 
given at Teatro 
San Cassiano 

 

17th 
Century 

1656. (elsewhere) 
Opening of first 
London opera house. 

1645. Mazarin call a 
Venetian opera 
company to Paris. 

1678. (elsewhere) First German 
opera house opens in Hamburg. 

1669.  
 
Crete lost to Ottoman Turks  
 

1642. Monteverdi:"L'Incoronazione di 
Poppea," given at Europe's second 
public opera house, Teatro di Santi 
Giovanni e Paolo, Venice 

 

18th 
Century 

1729. Farinelli, a renowned 
Italian singer, performs 
during the Carnival in 
Venice. 

1707. Domenico Scarlatti sent to 
Venice to study music when he is 
20 years old, and influences Handel 
who visits Venice a few years later. 

1707. Allesandro Scarlatti composes Mitridate 
Eupatore for Venice, the music far in advance 
of anything that Scarlatti had written for 
Naples, both in technique and in intellectual 
power. 

1716.  
 

Venice looses Morea lost to the Ottoman Turks. 

1725. Vivaldi’s 
Four Seasons 
published. 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18th 
Century 

1797. 
 
Napoleon takes Venice. 

1764. (elsewhere) 
Mozart writes his 
first symphony at age 
8.  
 

1750. (elsewhere) The 
Beggar's Opera performed 
for the first time in New 
York City. 
 

1750. Antonio Salieri, 
Venetian composer, is born 
and later leaves Venice. 
 

 

19th 
Century 

1883. German composer 
Richard Wagner 
“romantically” dies in 
Venice. 

1830. Bellini’s I Capuleti ed i 
Montecchi performed in 
Venice. 

1810. Italian composer 
Gioachino Rossini has 
his first opera is 
produced in Venice. 
 

Early 1800’s. (elsewhere) 
Nicolo Paganini , an Italian 
composer and violinist, 
composes The Carnival of 
Venice, which plays into 
the myth of Venice. 


