Today the church, much like the world
itis supposed to change, is flooded with
these really stupid thoughts like:

= “Authority should be mistrusted,
because it can be abused.”

= “No one can control me. | am the
God of my own destiny.”

= “Institutions (like the church) are
led by men and therefore should
not be trusted.”

= “Institutions always bring about
control.” (Is anarchy better?)

= “The Law is bad because it makes
me feel bad.” (Idolatry?)

= “| want my rights without my respon-
sibilities.” (Sounds like some people’s
understanding of justification)

« “We can’tjudge.” (And so leaders
fear to apply proper church
discipline)

« “If someone does what | don’t like,
| will leave to find a place | do like.”
(Which amounts to a loss of faithful-
ness, an increase in divorce, finding
a church | am happier in, etc. In
short, idolatry again)

Etc.

Leaders, instead of leading, have bought

into so much of this philosophy,
instead of boldly confronting these
“Antichrist” principalities, that they have
built their churches so as not to offend
them - like Israel years ago with her
“Ashorah poles”. Today, church has to be
fun, entertaining, make people feel great,
not infringe too much on individual tastes,
not be too challenging or lengthy or un-
comfortable, as there are many other
idols to worship on Sunday. So in short, if
| don’t get my needs (or what | think my
needs are) met, | wil simply go to the
church down the road.

Leaders cower under the people
instead of leading them, and people find
leaders to tell them “what their itchy ears
want to hear”. Will we ever wake up to
what is slowly happening to us and turn
the tide to reclaim the ground Jesus
purchased at Calvary?

As | look at these things, | am be-
coming increasingly uncomfortable with
Scriptures like Matthew 5:13: “You are the
salt of the earth, but if salt has lost its taste
how shall it saltiness be restored?” and
Luke 18:8: “When the son of man comes,
will he find faith on earth?”

My conviction is growing stronger by
the day that God wants to raise a banner
of righteousness again - and | want to be
in it. | want to swim against the tide - even
the Christian one - to see the church
properly glorifying the God it is supposed
to. Like Joshua years ago, | want to scream
out, “As for me and my household, we wiill
serve the Lord!”

21



LEADERSHIP

by Russell Fraser

Why do we need leaders?
Can’t we just be led by God?

GOD’S IDEA

Leadership is God’sidea - there is a leader
in the Trinity. The Father spoke and Jesus,
the Son, obeyed. (John 5:30, 8:28, 14:28
and 1 Peter 5:2) Throughout scripture, God
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appoints leaders to lead His people. Even
in the world’s structure there is always a
leader - in government, the army, busi-
nesses and schools.

WORLD IMPACTED BY THE CHURCH

One of the biggest obstacles standing in
the way of the church rising up and
impacting the world is its lack of leaders
and followers. No-one wants to submit or
be accountable to another human -
everyone wants to lead themselves. But is
our “volunteer army” really an army full of
volunteers who can come and go as they
please? If the kihgdom standard is higher
than the earthly one, and we have the
kingdom within us, then surely our “army”
of believers should be more ready to follow
their King than the world’s armies? Follow-
ing this then, if the King has delegated
authority to certain men to lead His people,
should we not follow these men? Everyone
was shocked when members of the S.A.
army went on a violent strike, stunned that
an army could do such a thing. Yet the
spirit army does the same.

Leaders need followers and followers
need leaders. Leaders need to rise up and
stop being cowardly. They should stand
for truth and not fear being attacked for

what they believe. In many countries,
leaders have allowed political correctness
to affect the church, thereby spawning
insipid, gutless churches that are terrified
of offending anyone.

Leaders must be confident of their
delegated authority, not apologetic of
strong, directional leadership.

LEADERS GIVE AN ACCOUNT

Leaders will give an account before God
one day. (Heb 13:17) It is a priviege and
an honour to be used by God in His church,
and we must use the calling to lead to
build His church. When the church is led
well, it will be healthy and effective. The
fruit of that will be a church that impacts
society for His glory.

FINALLY

The church is potentially moving towards
its finest hour. This will require bold,
courageous leadership - leaders who do
not fear the sheep or being unpopular,
who can learn to deal with criticism and
making mistakes, and who can work in a
team. Rise up, God’s leaders!



LEAD VISIONARY

Andrew & Emsie Selley 082 780 4401

TABLEVIEW MORNING

f

| DERSHIP TEAM V4,

MELKBOSSTRAND

MILNERTON

Sunday mornings at Wingate Cresent at 9 am
THE ELDERS ARE

Lead: Grant & Kim Banwell 082 469 9966
John & Christa de Beer 083 305 5441
Nathan & Dalene DuPisanie 083390 7160
Clinton & Alet van Buuren 083 415 2404

TABLEVIEW EVENING

Sunday mornings at Ouskip Caravan Park, Melkbostrand at 9am
THE ELDERS ARE

Lead: Morne & Erina vd Walt 082 412 8574
Ivan and Karin Van Vuuren 079017 8872
Charl & Joanne DuPlessis 082 564 2728

CAPE TOWN

Sunday mornings at Milnerton High School,
Ascot Crescent, Milnerton at 9am

THE ELDERS ARE

Lead: Kim & Lorene Muller

Roelof & llana Van Wyk

083 647 0945
082 444 5447

BRACKENFELL

Sunday evenings at Wingate Cresent at 5 pm
THE ELDERS ARE

Lead: Russell & Jenny Fraser 082 443 3567
Philip & Marli vd Westhuizen 072 227 2947
Chad & Nicolene Lahana 082 874 1294
Fred & Natalie Duvenage 082 493 7511
Morne & Cindy vd Merwe 082 787 2140
DURBANVILLE

Sunday mornings at Durbanville Childrens Home,
Church Street, Durbanville at 9am
THE ELDERS ARE

Lead: Stephen & Cathy Corkill 082 825 4540
Brad & Lynda Rose-Innes 073 036 9599
Shaun & Sue Mallon 084 576 6754

Mike and Chantal Davies 082 777 5644

Sunday evenings at 14 Hope Street, Cape Town at 5pm
THE ELDERS ARE

Lead: Ryan & Lelani Kingsley 082 336 6669
Eddie Theron 082 219 8080
Mike & Angie Hausner 083 500 7842
EDGEMEAD

Sunday mornings at Joshua Generation Edgemead,
Menlo Crescent, Edgemead at 9am

THE ELDERS ARE

Lead: William & Pam Marais 083679 2702
Kevin & Mandy Murdock 082 923 9518
Mike & Ad D'Offay 084 557 3722
David & Bridget Jaftha 082 927 0235
Adam & Vanessa Hellyer 078 457 7141

Sunday evenings at Brackenfell Civic Centre,
Hall, Paradys Road, Brackenfell at 5pm
THE ELDERS ARE

Lead: Stephan & Debra-Ann Van 2yl 083232 7234




THE STORY

OF
CHRISTIANITY
JUSID L CONAEZ

BOOK REVIEW:
THE STORY OF CHRISTIANITY'

by Mike Davies

| love books! Big books, small books, funny
books, serious books, Christian books,
secular books... you get the point I’m sure.

One book that | have really enjoyed
and which is useful for any serious bible
scholar is ‘The Story of Christianity’ by
Justo L. Gonzalez. It provides an overview
of church history, from the early church up
until the modern age. It manages to be
both broad and deep, whilst remaining
clear and relatively easy to read.

If you have ever wanted to understand
how the church got to where it is, how it
changed from the church we read of in
Acts to the mess it was in the Dark Ages,
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then this is your book. The author manages
to show the development of various
social, political and economic move-
ments and how these were interwoven
with the development of the church.

If you thought history was dry and
boring, think again. Gonzalez manages to
bring many of the famous namesin church
history to life, painting wonderful por-
traits of their characters, as well as their
theologies and philosophies.

Of course, any account of history is
subjective and this is no different. The
author’s analysis of events and people
definitely reflects his personal viewpoint.
| don’t always agree with his perspective
(he is perhaps a little too uncritical at
times), but one cannot argue with his
scholarship.

It has been said that those who do not
learn from history are condemned to
repeat it. If that is true, then this book may
well save us from making an awful lot of
mistakes.

Title: ‘The Story of Christianity’
Author: Justo Gonzalez
Publisher: Prince Press

ISBN 1-56563-522-1

CHURCH STAFF & MINISTRIES

Philip vd Westhuizen - Operations Manager
072 227 2947

Nadine Buys - Financial Administrator
072 148 4383

Lee-Ann Buys - Congregational Correspondent
083 233 4429

Beverley Windsor - Personal Assistant to Philip vd Westhuizen
074 135 8456

Dawn Castleman - Personal Assistant to Andrew Selley
082 777 5640

llana van Wyk - Counselor / Social Worker

082 404 4939

Theresa Richardson - Ikhaya Le Themba / Nurse
083 616 4245

lan Richardson - Ikhaya Le Themba
083 410 1148

Eric Brown - Youth Ministry

082 263 9002

Niki Breinstampf - Children’s Ministry
074 130 2116

Howard Fyvie - Media Ministry

074 120 8631
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We wish to thank all those people wh
have Volunte‘ered thelr time:and effof")
to the various ministries within OUFI-[.‘{ 5
congregations. Your help does not go
un-noticed and we could not have

done it without you.
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or contactithe churcht offlce
Email: joshgen@Joshgen org za

Tel: 021 557 6020

WEST COAST

VILLAGE
. Sundown Rd

Humewood Dr L|Ve the Llfe

child great fresh
friendly A coffee food

Open daily (7am) for OPENING TIMES
breakfast & lunch. Also Tuesday - Friday
available for VARIOUS 07:00 — 17:00
FUNCTIONS, KIDS PARTIES,  saturday 08:00 — 14:30
sunday 11:30- 14:30
Closed on Mondays
Credit Card, DSTV, WiFi facilities
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