	[image: C:\Users\Amma\Desktop\My Dropbox\Pockettales\Marketing\Logos\PKT1001_logo.jpg]
	[image: cover-5]

	ADVENTURES
IN READING
	



FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

CONTACT:
R. Brennan Knotts
Phone: 513-225-2338
E-mail: brennan@pockettales.com


Pocket Tales Announces Invitation to SXSW Accelerator  
Company is One of 32 Finalists for Prestigious Pitch Competition
Indianapolis, IN, March 09, 2010 – Pocket Tales (www.pockettales.com) announced today it has received an exclusive invitation to pitch its new social reading game at the Microsoft BizSpark Accelerator Competition during the South by South West (SXSW) Interactive Festival. Part of a ten day event consisting of three concurrent festivals – Interactive, Film and Music – the SXSW Interactive Festival is a premiere event for emerging tech companies. Historically, companies such as Twitter, last year’s most talked about social media application, have made SXSW the chosen event for launching their new products. Pocket Tales will compete against seven other companies in the “Entertainment” category, one of four categories in the competition. The company is one of 32 teams overall, consisting of companies from all around the world. 

“Now in its second year, the Microsoft Bizspark Accelerator at SXSW is the ideal place to see the most innovative, cutting-edge start-ups on the web today,” said Chris Valentine, the Accelerator Event Producer. “We’ve got an all-star cast of judges. We’re very proud of the quality of both the applicants generally, and the finalists specifically. It is going to be a great event.”

Pocket Tales is an online social reading game, which helps kids ages seven to twelve developing critical reading skills. After creating a reading tribe and connecting with friends, players take short quizzes on books they’ve read to try and win points, level-up, and collect digital amulets. As players pass quizzes, more games and activities are unlocked. Pocket Tales was founded by Brennan Knotts and Yaw Aning, both alumni of the prestigious Governor Bob Orr Indiana Entrepreneurial Fellowship.

“SXSW has become the proving ground for some of the world’s most innovative startups. I personally look up to a number of the companies and judges participating in this year’s competition. Having the chance to present alongside them is a huge honor,” stated Brennan. “Being the only team from the Midwest, we feel we have a great opportunity to show the tech industry that great startups are emerging here,” added Yaw. 

Pocket Tales is currently in private alpha, launching in classrooms throughout Indiana. A public launch is expected later this year.

About Microsoft BizSpark Accelerator at SXSW 
The 2010 Microsoft BizSpark Accelerator at SXSW scheduled March 15-16 in Austin, Texas showcases 32 of the hottest startups in a heated competition for most innovative in four categories: Entertainment, Innovative Web Technology, Personal Social Media, and Business Social Media.  

The Accelerator winners will be selected by an experienced group of well-known industry experts. For an entire list of judges visit: http://sxsw.com/interactive/accelerator/judges

About Pocket Tales
Pocket Tales is an online social reading game for kids with the mission of changing the world by changing how kids read. Players start by creating a reading tribe, connecting with friends, and taking short quizzes on books they have read. Passing a quiz unlocks additional games that further the development of critical reading skills, which the National Reading Panel has called “essential not only to academic learning in all subject areas but to lifelong learning as well.” Readers are also rewarded for rating books and recommending books to friends, turning Pocket Tales into the perfect place to discover that next great read.

For access to logos and founder photos please visit our press resource page: http://blog.pockettales.com/tagged/press_kit 

###





Page 1                                     
image1.jpeg
B— ]

POCKET TALES 7





image2.png
E (\(\F‘( (‘[J’E( ‘ j

KK
_\J)I,,J_‘ ) 1N {7





