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Tech Talk
Pre-intermediate
Vicki Hollett and John Sydes
OUP (Cornelsen), July 2005
127 pages, €29.95
ISBN: 978-3-464-24692-4

The authors are obviously well-sea-
soned English teachers themselves. 
The table of contents of this book 
clearly lines out the chapters. This 
is absolutely necessary for pre-inter-
mediate students. The layout is ex-
cellent and the graphics and photos 
are both relevant to today’s world 
and are often humorous and will 
engage the interest of the student. 
The choice of topics is a broad range 
from the personal to the professional 
realm, and is thus useful in the stu-
dent’s life. The student will find the 
grammar and vocabulary a solid 
base to continue studying English.

The focus of this student book is 
the workplace and it covers a lot of 
topics from safety hazards to com-
pany benefits. No matter what pro-
fession the student may have, the 
topics are bound to hit on specific 
terms that would apply to his or her 
work. The topics themselves are in-
formative in their own right so the 
student will learn about the work 
world, new technology and interest-
ing subject matter while at the same 
time getting a firm grasp on gram-
mar and vocabulary.

Especially beneficial are the ‘Re-
view and Remember’ chapters after 
every third lesson, which allow the 
student to recall the material pre-
sented in the previous three chapters. 
Interactive activities are suggested 
that are creative and fun. 

The CD is not included in the 
book. A quick look at the transcript 
of the CD at the back of the book 
however indicates a gradual progres-
sion to the dialogues and listening 
comprehension exercises. 

The ‘Information File’ at the 
back of the book is also useful for 
additional activities to supplement 
and enhance the various chapters. 
There is no glossary, however.

Would I buy this book? Yes, and 
I would like to have the books for 
the elementary and intermediate lev-
els as well. I would recommend it to 
anyone teaching English, especially 
to those with students who are inter-
ested in learning technical terms and 
business English.

Denise Wade

From the bookshelves

Books for review
The following books have been kindly 
donated by the publishers for review in 
MELTA News.
Should you be interested in reviewing 
any of them, please contact  
diana@melta.de – you get to keep the 
book you review.

Cambridge
��  Infotech, English for computer users 

(4th edition), Student’s Book

Cornelsen
�� Headway A1, complete package + 

audio CD 
�� Headway B1, complete package + 

audio CD
�� First Choice Language Trainer A1/A2 

Hueber
�� Next A1
�� Next A2/1, package  

(student’s book + audio CD)

Klett
�� Fairway Refresher A2, Englisch für 

Wiedereinsteiger, Lehr- u. Arbeitsbuch 
+ Audio-CDs

Macmillan
�� �����		�
���
����	���
��
 – BEC Higher Testbuilder 
 – FCE Testbuilder
 – Testbuilder Level 1
 – Testbuilder Level 2
 – Testbuilder Level 3
�� In Company Elementary, Student’s 

Book + audio CD
�� In Company Pre-Int + audio CD
�� In Company Upper-Int + audio CD
�� LCCI English for Business
�� Macmillan Exams – Ready for IELTS 

coursebook
�� The Business, Advanced Student’s 

Book + DVD ROM
�� �����		�
�������
��Slumdog Million-

aire, Kick-off! The Story of Football, 
Macbeth
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