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http://freewebs.com/montgomerycountyhistorycenter/
Telephone 712.623.2289          email mchsociet@qwestoffice.net

           
�����
�����
���������������
��
������������
����
� ��������

 

                                                    

 

 

                                           <<<<<>>>>>   

There is no charge for admission to our programs, all of which are made possible through the
donations and support of members like you!    If you wish to use our historical research library

or view our exhibits, there is a non-member fee of $3 per adult and $2 per child.    
Members are always free!

Upcoming Events at the History Center (all free and open to the public)

                                                    <<<<<>>>>> 
***               Visit the Montgomery County History Center during 

November and December 2009 to view a 
special display of antique toys and dolls.  

   If you would like to loan your items for the exhibit, contact the 
         History Center to make arrangements to display them.          

                                                       <<<<<>>>>> 
                  Saturday, 21 November 2009, 2 pm to 4 pm.  
***  " Elect a Scrooge" Contest Kick-Off

***  At 2 pm, judging begins for the "Best Christmas Cookie". 
                        History Center doors open at 1 pm.  
            Obtain a submission form and contest instructions at 
                    http://redoakiowa.com/chamberdefault.asp

***  Cookie decorating fun for the kids !  

***  and STORYTELLING.

                                                        <<<<<>>>>>   
                   Saturday, 05 December 2009 , starting at 2:30 pm. 
***  "Great Books of the Western World" Book Club.  Everyone is invited
         to attend the book discussions, meeting first Saturday of every month.
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                    Sunday, 06 December 2009, 2 pm to 4 pm. 
***        As part of the Victorian Christmas Tour of Homes, the History
            Center is hosting the Victorian Christmas Tea.  For information 
             on the Tour and Tea, click on  http://touchstoneartscouncil.com/

 
                                                    <<<<<>>>>>   
                   Sunday, 13 December 2009, 2 pm to 4 pm. 
***              Recognition celebration honoring Paul McCoy, 
              for his volunteer contributions to the Montgomery County 
           History Center, the Red Oak Masonic Lodge, and numerous 
              community betterment initiatives.  Refreshments served.

                  ALSO on Sunday, 13 December 2009, at 3 pm,
***     the raffle drawing for the original oil painting by artist 
   James Hoskinson, depicting the first office of the Osborne &
   Murphy Company, will occur.  View this one-of-a-kind framed
   painting, titled "The Deadline", measuring 36" wide x 30" high, 
     on display at the Pudgy Pumpkin Patch Gift Shop, located on 
     Red Oak's Fountain Square, and purchase your raffle tickets.  

Raffle tickets may also be purchased at the History Center, 
up until the time of the drawing.  The winner need not be present.  

Proceeds benefit the Montgomery County History Center.

                                         �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �
                             A CALL FOR ASSISTANCE !
The Red Oak Ancient Free & Accepted Masons, Blue Lodge 162, is reassembling

their Lodge furnishing and accoutrements, into a portion of the History Center
Lecture Hall.  From the founding of the Red Oak Lodge in 1861, items of

significance to Masons were acquired, although many of those items were disbursed
in about 2005, when the Masonic Temple at 5th & Coolbaugh Street was closed. 

Citizens who may have items related to the Red Oak Masonic Lodge are invited to
contact the Montgomery County History Center at 712.623.2289, to discuss the

possibility of the Masonic Lodge re-acquiring items.  Thank you.



         Recent Events at the Montgomery County History Center

Roy Marshall, local historian, presented a biographical sketch of 
Lieutenant Darwin R. Merritt, graduate of Red Oak High School and U.S.

Naval Academy in Annapolis Maryland.  Lt Merritt, son of William W.
Merritt, and bother of W.W. Merritt Jr, a soldier with Teddy Roosevelt's
Rough Riders, went down with the USS Maine on 15 February 1898.  

During his memorial service at the Red Oak Armory in April of that year, 
the addresses included: "When Memorial Day again rolls round with its

eulogies to the patriotic dead this martyr of the Maine will not be
forgotten...He and 259 American marines have been hurled into eternity 
by the infamous acts of national treachery—holding out to our nation in 
one hand the olive branch of peace, with the other placing a submarine 

mine under the battleship Maine which demolished it...".  

After Lt Merritt's body was recovered when the USS Maine was raised in 
1911, The [Red Oak] Sun reported that 6,000 to 7,000 mourners attended 

the funeral service at Chautauqua Pavilion on 18 August 1911.  Prior 
to the procession to Evergreen Cemetery, the final resting place for 

Lt Merritt, the band played "Nearer, My God, To Thee".  

Lieutenant Darwin R. Merritt's Annapolis class ring of 1895 can be 
viewed at the Naval Academy Museum in Annapolis. 

���������  

"Trick or Treating at the Museum" was held at the History Center, 
on Halloween, for youths age twelve and under.  The children enjoyed prizes,

games, and some surprises. Later, members wore Victorian costumes, 
sharing a goulish pot luck feast and enjoying a memorable and Spooky time.

���������
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 Visit the WILD PRAIRIE ROSE GIFT SHOP in the History Center

                                     �   �   �



           Cornerstone Laying in Montgomery County, by the 
                        Ancient Free & Accepted Masons 

Since 1882, there have been six Masonic Cornerstone Laying Ceremonies 
in Montgomery County:

Masonic Lodge in Red Oak, 18 December 1882

Montgomery County Court House, 04 July 1890 (re-dedicated 23 June 1990)

Federal Building (Post Office) in Red Oak, 24 July 1913

First Baptist Church in Red Oak, 08 September 1928

First Christian Church in Red Oak, 27 July 1993

Wilson Performing Arts Center in Red Oak, 20 June 2009

The history of the cornerstone, or foundation stone, derives from edifices in
ancient times, which depended upon perfectly squared stone from which 
the remainder of the building could be plumbed, squared, and leveled.  

Stone carved by stonemasons had to be good work, true work, square 
work, and have their proper mark on it to be entitled to wages.  

Archeologists have unearthed crypts, vaults, pyramids, and monuments,
revealing the Mark of the stonemason who actually carved a particular stone.  

The Ancient Free & Accepted Masons carried on the tradition during
Cathedral building in the European middle ages – 1100 A.D. to 1400 A.D.  

Present-day Masonic Ceremonies include those ancient working tools 
applied to the stone – the Plumb, the Level, and the Square.  And as in 
Roman times, the symbolism of  Corn (nourishment), Wine (joy), and 

Oil (comfort) are bestowed upon the workmen and the people of the state.
                                                          •••••••••••••••
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  Meet the Montgomery County History Center Executive Director 
            

Dave McFarland has been busy, for instance, reviewing how additional
buildings of historic interest might be added to the History Center's campus,

meeting with the Southwest Iowa Planning Council, working with area
libraries, and enhancing the various exhibits.  As a published author, free time
might be devoted to penning more poems of familial and historical interest.

Among other endeavors, Dave is State of Iowa certified to teach world and
American History, psychology, sociology, philosophy, instructional strategies,

and environmental sciences.  Upon retiring from teaching in Clarinda and
Griswold schools, he became the full-time Director of the History Center.  

Dave would be pleased to meet visitors and conduct a tour of the History
Center.  Be sure to ask Dave to view the heartfelt letter written in 1948 by two
English soldiers, addressed to the community of Red Oak, expressing thanks

for the contribution which America provided, on the frontline and home front.

Dave notes the Montgomery County History Center is catching the eye of
other historical societies.  The State Historical Society of Iowa will hold its

annual meeting at the Montgomery County History Center in 2010.
                                                      <<<<<>>>>> 

 Thanks to numerous contributors
to this newsletter, including
members for supporting its

publication.  

Recognition is extended to Bill
Crawford, Grand Secretary of the

Masonic Grand Lodge of Iowa,
members of Red Oak Masonic

Lodge 162,  A.F. & A.M., 
Roy Marshall, volunteers, 

Curators, staff, and supporters 
of the History Center, and the

citizens of Montgomery County.
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 Two daily events from the History
Center's Wall Calender for 2009,

 reporting activities in 1909

�  20 APR 1909:  “The [Red Oak] 
   YMCA organized with 50 men who
       signed up as charter members.”

 
�  16 NOV 1909: “Frank Kenworthy,
             champion corn husker 
     shucked 90 bushels in 6 ½ hours, 
                36 minutes [sic].”

  Pick up your free keepsake calendar
         at the History Center.   



The Montgomery County History Center is dedicated to preserve, 
for public education and enjoyment, the culture, history, art, crafts, 

and aesthetic facets of Montgomery County Iowa.
Memberships support the History Center in those endeavors, including

�   Creating imaginative exhibits.
�   Providing entertaining and educational public programs.

�   Collecting and preserving the precious artifacts of the County's past.

Memberships include:
*  Admission to exhibit galleries, historical buildings, and research library. 

Over the years, the Society has gathered a variety of artifacts and documents,
chronicling Montgomery County history. This collection includes resources
such as public records, maps, history books, monographs, diaries, artwork,

photographs, audio and videotapes, textiles, tools, household goods, 
and entire structures of historical significance.   

Access to these items is included with membership dues.

AND

* 10% discount at our "Wild Prairie Rose Gift Shop".

AND

*  Special invitations to members-only events, such as:
 Fall 2009, the recent Halloween Event and Spring 2010, Ice Cream Social.

AND

*  Free room rentals for these annual support levels:
$ 100 Sustaining (one free $ 100 room rental ).
$ 250 Mentor ( two free $ 100 room rentals ).

$ 500 Benefactor ( three free $ 100 room rentals ).

AND
* Member voting privileges.

�    Dues and donations are fully tax-deductible.
The Montgomery County History Center is a 501(c)(3) organization.

�    Annual memberships are due January 1.  Forms are available at the
Center and http://freewebs.com/montgomerycountyhistorycenter/ 



    NEW EXHIBITS and ENHANCEMENTS at the HISTORY CENTER

   *  1881 Cedar Lawn Farm Home of the NIMS family – kitchen exhibit.
When visiting the History Center, view the reconstruction of a portion of the 
home of one the early and prominant pioneers families of the region – John
Wesley Welton Nims (1848-1934) and Margaret Levi Nims (1849-1941).   

Original items from the home (which is still in use; the Nims Barn is 
 on the History Center campus) include the baby bath tub, cabinets,

pottery and glasswork, biscuit box, and the table with chairs.  

              Daughter Grace Nims recollects in her extensive monograph, 
      available in the History Center library: "As I look back now, I marvel 
         at the simplicity of our home.  There was no electricity, telephone,  
         heating or  plumbing systems, and we did not miss them, of course,
              because we had never knew what it was like to have them.   

     The first lamp the folks had was a kerosene lamp...we had to clean the
     wick and chimney every day...talk about smog, this little lamp smoked
      and gave off a steady flow of kerosene fumes that no one really liked.  
              In the evening the lamp produced a small circle of light.  

Placed on the kitchen table, the family sat around it [note the exhibit lamp].  
Mother sewed, and we read or played games such as author or dominos."

Grace Nims drew the original painting on the kitchen wall, titled "White
Cloud", which was a mill on the West Nishnabotna.  She and her dad are

shown in a horse-drawn wagon transporting wheat for grinding into flour for
bread, and corn for grinding into meal for "Johnny Cakes" for supper.  

                                                              <<<<<>>>>> 

* Milford/Grant display of photos and letters, prepared by Elaine Artlip.
Be sure to see the original mill grindstone.

���                                                   <<<<<>>>>> ��������������������������������
*  LOOK UP when entering the History Center atrium, to view progress

on the four-walled murals, representing Red Oak's Fountain Square, 
over the decades.  Produced by artist James Hoskinson, 

the project is supported by the Iowa West Foundation.
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Volunteers are always needed at the Center, to participate on special
projects or ongoing activities, and staff the reception desk.   

Contact the Montgomery County History Center by 
visiting the Center, 

or calling 712.623.2289 
or clicking on

http://freewebs.com/montgomerycountyhistorycenter/ 
and selecting “Contact Us”.  

Thank you !

THERE'S MORE TO THIS NEWSLETTER EDITION !
Four more pages, containing photos, are available with the on-line version.

http://freewebs.com/montgomerycountyhistorycenter/

ALSO, more photos and History Center news and information on the website.

                                                                                                             page 8/12

Facilities at the History Center available for your next function !

Our beautiful atrium seats 140 people banquet–style or 200 lecture-style.
The Bettie McKenzie Memorial Library seats 36 banquet-style or 60 lecture-style.

The staff room is suitable for a small gathering of 8-10 people.

The NEWLY FINISHED LECTURE HALL  is perfect for larger groups.
We have tables and chairs for your use, plus services such as catering 

by others.  Contact us at 712.623.2289

Click on the History Center's website, with great photos of 
Montgomery County History Center's facilities and historical

buildings, exhibits, and read our current and archived newsletters.
View the Center's event calendar, and access websites of other 

history centers and research resources. 

http://freewebs.com/montgomerycountyhistorycenter/



                          “The Deadline” by James Hoskinson, 
              to be raffled at 3 pm, Sunday, 13 December 2009.  
   View at the Pudgy Pumpkin Patch Gift Shop, this one-of-a-kind painting, 
 framed, measuring 36” wide x 30” high, and purchase tickets there and at 

the Montgomery County History Center.  Winner need not be present. 
Proceeds support the History Center. 

                                        �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �

Photo of Lieutenant
Darwin R. Merritt 's

Annapolis class ring of
1895.

On display at the 
Naval Academy Museum 
in Annapolis Maryland.

Lt Merritt, raised in Red
Oak Iowa, lost his life with

the sinking of the USS
Maine in Havana Harbor,

on 15 February 1898.
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              Memorial Plaque on the Federal Building, 5th and Coolbaugh Street
                         (U.S. Post Office), Red Oak Iowa, dedicated in a Masonic 
                   Cornerstone Laying Ceremony, 24 July 1913.   The Plaque reads:
                                                     IN MEMORIAM 
                                                        U.S.S. MAINE
                                   DESTROYED IN HAVANA HARBOR
                                                  FEBRUARY 15TH 1898
 THIS TABLET CAST FROM METAL RECOVERED FROM THE USS  MAINE
                               CAST BY JNO. WILLIAMS INC NY 1913
                               (  the shield reads:  PATRIOTISM     DEVOTION   )
         �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �   

Some of the 2009 Halloween
Party attendees in the newly

finished Lecture Hall.  

Shown here are members, in
their Victorian Costumes,
recounting their fates as

revealed by the Fortune Teller.
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Cornerstone on the Masonic Temple, 5th and Coolbaugh Street, Red Oak Iowa. 
The original cornerstone, encompassing a copper box containing items 
of interest to Masonic members and the community, was dedicated on

18 December 1882.  Lodge 162 conducted their first meeting on 16 November 1861.  
The [Red Oak] Sun reported that on Sunday, 10 October 1915, the box contents

were inspected, and a new cornerstone installed, replacing all or part of the original
cornerstone.  The top two building stories were added by the end of 1915.

A.L. (Anno Lucis – Year of the Light), refers to the Blue Lodge Freemason official
document dating system.  Add 4,000 years to the Christian era.  

                                               �   �   �   �   �   �   �   �   �   �   �

    Bethlehem Lutheran Church Group of Red Oak Iowa, participating in projects at 
  the Montgomery County History Center, such as planting daffodils.   "Growing in the
Garden" is sponsored by the History Center and ISU Extension 4-H Youth Development.



                       

Masonic Temple,
southwest corner of 

5th & Coolbaugh Street,
Red Oak, Iowa.

The original building,
containing a basement
plus two stories, had its
Masonic cornerstone
laying ceremony on 
18 December 1882.

The top photo on the
right is undated, while

the bottom photo is
dated 1900.

  
By the end of 1915,

two additional stories
had been constructed
and a new cornerstone
installed, replacing at
least a portion of the
original cornerstone.

The [Red Oak] Sun
reported on 

03 December 1915 
of the completion of  

the expanded
Masonic Temple.

�  �  �

Some of the “Growing
in the Garden” projects,
at the History Center.

  Co-sponsored by 
ISU 4-H Youth
Development.
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