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Description of the Project

The “Understanding Courage Project” will highlight the biography of unsung Civil Rights hero, Claudette Colvin by National Book Award Finalist author Phillip Hoose to lead middle school students and the broader community towards a deeper understanding of Colvin’s act of courage.  

The award-winning book for teenagers and adults, Claudette Colvin: Twice Towards Justice by Phillip Hoose, is the story of Claudette Colvin, the impassioned teen whose refusal to give up her bus seat in Montgomery, Alabama in 1955 preceded by nearly a year the more famous action of Rosa Parks and helped set the stage for the Montgomery bus boycott.  The following year, Claudette risked her life by serving as one of four plaintiffs in Browder v. Gayle, the landmark case that struck down as unconstitutional the bus segregation laws of Montgomery and Alabama.  The decision swept away the legal underpinnings for segregated public transportation throughout the Jim Crow South.

Because Claudette Colvin’s act of courage aboard a Montgomery city bus was a decisive step to ending segregation on US transportation, the “Understanding Courage” project will bring Claudette Colvin’s story to bus riders in the city of ___.  Because that act of courage came from the assurance and strength of a teenager, the project will use area teenagers to tell Claudette’s story to the public. 
Twelve _____School self-selected and faculty recommended students will read copies of the book , Claudette Colvin: Twice Towards Justice by Phillip Hoose. At two after school meetings the students will discuss the book (discussion questions included) with the guidance of ________.  Following these discussions, each student will select a quote by Claudette Colvin or an aspect of her story to focus on.  With the assistance of __________, the students will craft a description of her quote or story and their reaction to it.

That description and reaction will then become the central component of an art piece. _______________ will assist students in incorporating the quote/story aspect, the student’s reaction, the cover of the biography, and collage elements onto a 20 x 14 poster board.

Those art pieces will be displayed on the interior advertising slots of a _______ bus starting on ______.  Take away flyers will describe the “Understanding Courage” project, the life of Claudette Colvin, and encourage riders to read Claudette Colvin: Twice Towards Justice by Phillip Hoose.  

The exhibit will officially open on ______, _______ students, city officials, invited guests, the public, and press present.   

The project not only assumes that strong press stories will come out of this event, but that both the students and the public will observe the continuum between Claudette Colvin’s act and their lives.  

Finally, the project will be written up by _______ and submitted as an article to ____________. _______ will then purchase a classroom set of the books so that the discussion can continue at the school for years to come.
