


Things Are Happening at GRMS! Our Recent Graduates

Student Council Runs Orientation

GRMS Student Council members ran 
our sixth-grade orientation on 
Monday, August 17.

The event allows incoming students 
to get a peer perspective as they get 
familiar with their new surroundings.  
This is an annual tradition that also 

affords Student Council participants some important 
leadership experience.  

“We took them to see all the classrooms and meet 
the teachers,” said Jocelyn Martinez, a 
seventh-grader.  “We tell them our stories and talk 
to them about getting involved.”

Families Attend Back to School Night

GRMS held its annual Back to School 
Night for parents and guardians on 
September 3. Families in attendance 
met with faculty and other school 
staff to hear about campus changes, 
teacher’s expectations for the year, 
and how to monitor their child’s 
progress online.

Your Old Cell Phone Can Provide Funds

Instead of trashing your old phone, consider 
donating it to GRMS.  Your phone will be sent off for 
refurbishing or material recycling, and in exchange, 
GRMS will receive a cash refund for each phone 
collected.  It’s another easy way to support GRMS.

Collection box in Main Office of GRMS.  Would your 
business like to become a year-round drop off center for 
GRMS? Contact us at 956-504-2405 for a box.

Brother David Concannon Celebrates 
60th Year as Christian Brother

Brother James David Concannon, CFC, 
EdD, has been part of the Guadalupe 
Regional Middle School community 
since 2002.  This September, he is 
celebrating 60 years as a member of 
the Congregation of Christian Brothers.

Concannon entered the Irish Christian 
Brothers in 1949 after completing freshman year at 
Cardinal Hayes High in the Bronx (Holy Family 
Annex).  

He holds a Bachelor of Arts degree in History from 
Iona college, a Master of Arts degree in the teaching 
of Spanish from Richmond College (CUNY), a Master 
of Science degree in Administration, Policy and Urban 
Education from Fordham University, and a Doctorate 
degree in Administration, Policy and Urban Education 
from Fordham University.

He began his career in education in 1956 as a teacher 
at Holy Cross School in St. John’s Newfoundland, 
Canada.  He spent time at various schools in New 
Jersey, New York and even Uruguay before serving as 
principal at Rice High School in Rochester, NY and 
eventually coming to us at GRMS.

We honor Brother David Concannon, his commitment 
to Catholic schools and his 60 years of service.

New Parent-School Organization Meets

The Parent-School Organization (PSO) held its first 
meeting on Sept. 10 as a new initiative of the GRMS 
principal to create a forum and volunteer opportuni-
ties for parents of current students.  “We had a great 
turnout even with all the rain. Parents seemed excited 
and we have plenty to get started on,” said Mr. Motyl.
Next meeting will be on Oct. 1 at 6:00 PM in GRMS cafeteria.

BY THE NUMBERS

High schools 2008-2009 
graduates are attending:

St. Joseph Academy 

Phillips Exeter Academy 
(New Hampshire)

Homer Hanna High School

Gladys Porter High School

James Pace High School

South Texas Academy of 
Medical Technology
(San Benito)

About Our Faculty

Made up of local educators, 
volunteer teachers, and religious 
members of sponsoring 
congregations, the GRMS faculty 
has a range of educational and 
professional experiences, and 
cultural backgrounds.

With only one new addition to our 
faculty, we’re building on the 
progress and momentum gained 
over the last year.

Total Faculty.....................11

Local Educators................7

ACE Volunteers.................2

Religious..........................2

We welcome our new art teacher, 
Jennifer Rose-Segrest.

Angela Tella, Valedictorian

Angela maintained an impressive cumulative aver-
age of close to 98% during her three years at 
GRMS and was a proud member of the National 
Junior Honor Society and Student Council.  Angela 
is currently a freshman at St. Joseph Academy.

Ashley Hernandez, Salutatorian

Ashley made the most of her time at GRMS, 
participating in art, sports, choir, band and more.  
She was also the recipient of the St. Marcellin 
Champagnat Founders’ Award at graduation.  
Ashley now attends St. Joseph Academy.

Jaime Villarreal

Jaime was ranked third in his class.  Known as one 
of the most talented musicians to attend GRMS, he  
played numerous instruments and provided piano 
and guitar accompaniment for the choir.  Jaime 
now attends Med-Tech.

Graduate Support Program
The Graduate Support Program held their first alumni gathering of the year to discuss volunteering, the 
resources available, future meetings and events, and more.  Contact grmsalumni@gmail.com for info. 

The Society of Our Lady of Guadalupe
Congratulations to the 4th Society Membership on their recent blessing by Bishop Raymundo J. Peña at the 
Cathedral of the Immaculate Conception.
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