


.- My Conversion | Jerry A. Burns

| was born in a small town in Nova Scotia, Canabdgrew up in a Christian
home, and went to church all of my life. As a dhilwas involved in various children’s
ministries, such as: “Patch the Pirate”, a Bibdesda kids’ program;
children’s choir; and several Vacation Bible Sclsoghch year. Yet,
being present in all of these ministries, | newadtled the matter of
salvation.

It was when | was ten years old that | obeyedtthth of the
Gospel (Hebrews 5:9). Through the faithful prayefsny father and
family, and fervent preaching of the Word of Godydcame a born
again Christian.

It was during evangelistic services at CalvarytiF@8aptist
Church in Sonora that | heard that message of satvance again. |
remember the Holy Spirit burning in my heart thagssage of heaven
and hell, and tharat | needed Christ to be accept&bd. The message was preached from
Luke 16, and byy the end of that message | knewsanleeven as a ten year old boy,
changed directioon, Hell was my destination. As inatation was given that Sunday
night, though I kxnew | should walk forward, | didtrrespond.

After the service that night, like any ten yeat bby, | got ready for bed. When |
got into my bed, the Holy Spirit immediately begarwork on my heart once again. You
would think that after leaving church, God wouldve you alone, but not our God. The
Psalmist said, “ ! t# $$!

# $! $ %&' The Holy Spirit began to preach the message
all over again in my mind. | could hear that pitesrcrepeat over and over again, “except
ye repent, ye shall all likewise perish” (Luke 13:%50d was reminding me again of my
sin, and that | needed Him for eternal life. Itsania the late hours of that night that |
knocked on my father’'s door, and asked if he waldw me how to be a Christian.
That night | trusted the Lord Jesus Christ as myids®s, and a miracle was performed in
my heart. | changed my destination because | clthngedirection that day. | was once
heading to a Christ-less eternity, but that dagddme a child of the King. One thing is
for sure, the prayers of my father and my wholeiliatrad become a reality.




:: My Conversion | April E. Burns

| had the privilege of being born and raise@ iChristian home. God has blessed me
with a mother that feared the Lord, and | am a pebaf God’s grace and her prayers.
At the age of seven, during recess at HeritagesGam Academy, |
asked the Lord Jesus Christ to become my Saviodrwas baptized
shortly after.

As | began to grow as a Christian, | began toigetlved at
my home church with various ministries. | helpad m the music
ministry, teaching in the Sunday school, workingthe nursery and
getting involved in other ministries.

After much prayer, | decided to attend Faith\\Bgptist
College of Canada in the year of 1999. It wasihteBCollege that |
once again saw the hand of God in my life. | gassurance of my
salvation, and savaw God do wonderful things in nfg. lil graduated with a Bachelor in
Sacred Music anind with life experience money carinot.

It was at FFaithWay Baptist College of Canada whHereet Jerry. We dated for 3
years, and we gotot married a couple months aftegragiuation. God has since blessed
us with two beautiful children. | thank the Lot His direction in my life.




. My Call to Preach

After an individual trusts the Lord as his Savio@iod begins to do a great work

in his heart (Philippians 1:6). As he submitsiie Word of God, he
begins to grow as a Christian. On that night g&anayear old boy, |
changed spiritual families. 1 could boldly saytthavas a child of
the King, and that God, the very God of creatioasuny heavenly
Father. As | began to grow as a boy, | also begagrow as a
Christian. God began to mould my life, and | begaisubmit as a
young man to the Word of God.

As a teenager, | was baptized and joined the mishipeof
Calvary Faith Baptist Church. | became burdenedtii@ other
teenagers to grow in their spiritual life as | waSo | decided as a
teenager to begin a Bible Study at my church. Gegan to burn
deep in my heart a desire to preach and teach thwel Wf God. | often found myself
writing sermons, preparing Bible studies, and pnear these creations in my room. |
knew that God wanted me to be a preacher of the&@sTimothy 1:11-12).

It was at Forest Glen Bible Camp under the prewrbi Evangelist Barry Webb,
that | surrender to that obvious call in my lif8hortly after acknowledging God’s call, |
attended FaithWay Baptist College of Canada for f@ars and received a Bachelor of
Theology degree. | could see God’s hand direatiegn the decisions made in the years
of Bible College. | married my wife, April, shoythfter Bible College, and God led both
of us to Kitchener Baptist Church. | echo the d#of the Apostle Paul to Timothy in |
Timothy 1:12, “And | thank Christ Jesus our Lowho hath enabled me for that he
counted me faithful, putting me into the ministry.”

I know for a fact that God answers the prayersiisf children. My father and
mother spent many hours praying for their familyariyf times as a child, 1 would walk
by their room and hear their prayers offered ufheoGod of heaven. Their prayers were
for the salvation of their children, and for thiithfulness to God. They wanted us to be
used of the Lord in the work of the ministry, anaihh here today because of their faithful
prayers.




:: My Convictions

The Inspiration of the Bible

A. | believe the Bible is God'’s revealed truth recardéJohn 16:12, 13)
The Holy Spirit so guided and superintended théengiof the original
manuscripts making use of their own unique persiesltheir style and
individualities) that they wrote all that He wantib@m to write without
excess or error. (Psalm 119:160; Acts 1:16; Hebred15-17; 2 Peter
1:20-21)

B. | believe in the plenary, verbal inspiration of theriptures:
1. Plenary, because it is without restriction, inchglall and
every Scripture. (2 Timothy 3:16, 17)
2. Verbal, because it includes every word. (John@:4l:2
Corinthians 2:13) This inspired Word of God cotsf
66 books written by 40 authors over a period ofQLgéars.

C. I believe the Bible is to be the rule of faith gmdctice for every believer
and local New Testament church. (Acts 2:42; 2 Thgd:15, 3:15-17; 2
Peter 1:19, 3:2)

D. | believe by faith that God’s Word has been preséin the Masoretic
and Received texts, and that He has preserved gl Yir the English
language in the King James Bible (Matthew 24:3%]MRs12:6, 7).

The Person of God

A. | believe in the existence of the one, true, livitigune God of the Bible.
(Deuteronomy 6:4; Genesis 1:1-3; John 1:1-3; 1r@ians 8:6; 2
Corinthians 13:14) The unity of the Godhead cdag$three distinct
persons: (Matthew 3:16, 17)

1. The Father
2. The Son
3. The Holy Spirit
a. Co-eternal (Genesis 1:2; John 1:1, 17:5, 24;
Philippians 2:6; Hebrews 9:14)
b. Co-equal (Deuteronomy 4:39; Psalm 147:5; Isaiah
6:3; Romans 1:2-4; Philippians 2:5-7; Revelation
4:11)
c. Access to the Father is through Christ by the Holy
Spirit. (Ephesians 2:18)




B. I believe that God is:
1. Spirit (John 4:24)
2. Eternal (Genesis 21:33; Psalm 90:2, 102:27)
3. Omnipresent (Psalm 139:1-10)
4. Omnipotent (Genesis 17:1; Matthew 19:26; Revelation
19:6)
Omniscient (Psalm 147:5; 1 John 3:20)
Immutable (Malachi 3:6; James 1:17)
Righteous (2 Timothy 4:8)
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C. I believe that God is holy. (Leviticus 11:45; étér 1:15, 16) This
attribute is fundamental to the function of all @tlattributes. God being
holy will have an effect on man:

1. There is a separation between God and man. (I15&8ia&h

2. Man must approach God through Christ. (Romans 5:2;
Ephesians 2:18; Hebrews 10:19; 1 Timothy 2:5; InJaifi,
2)

3. A correct view of God’s holiness leads to a progew of
sinful self. (1 John 1:5-7; Romans 3:10-12, 19)

D. I believe that God created the earth and all th#terein in six literal
days, composed of an evening and a morning. (GehpExodus 20:11)
| believe that God sustains (Colossians 1:16, hid)upholds His
creation. (Hebrews 1:3)

The Person of Christ

A. | believe that Jesus Christ is the second Perstimeabodhead. The fact
that He is God is demonstrated in several ways:
1. Christ possesses the attributes of Deity:
a. Heis eternal (Micah 2:5; John 1:1, 15, 8:58, 17:5
24; Colossians 1:15)
b. He is omnipresent (Matthew 18:20, 28:20; John
3:13; Ephesians 1:23)
c. Heis omniscient (John 1:47, 48, 16:30, 21:17,
Colossians 2:3, 9)
d. He is omnipotent (John 5:19; Isaiah 9:6; Hebrews
1:3; Revelation 1:8)
e. Heis immutable (Hebrews 1:12, 13:8)
2. Chirist fills the office of Deity:
a. Creator (John 1:3; Colossians 1:16; Hebrews 1:10)
b. Sustainer of all things (Colossians 1:17; Hebrews
1:3; 2 Peter 3:5-7)
3. Christ accomplishes the prerogatives of Deity:
a. He forgives sins (Matthew 9:2-6; Luke 7:47, 48).
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b. He will raise the dead in the resurrection (John
5:25-29, 6:39).
c. He will execute judgement: (John 5:22)
(1) of believers (Romans 14:10; 2
Corinthians 5:10)
(2) of the beast and his followers (Revelation
19:15)
(3) of the nations (Matthew 25:31-33; Acts
17:31)
(4) of Satan (Genesis 3:15)
(5) of the wicked dead (Acts 10:42; 2
Timothy 4:1; 1 Peter 4:5)
2. Christ is identified with the Old Testament Jehavah
a. As Creator (Psalm 102:24-27; Hebrews 1:10-12)
b. Seen by Isaiah (Isaiah 6:1-4, 8:13; Joel 2:32nJoh
12:41; 1 Peter 3:15)
3. Names of Christ imply Deity:
a. | AM (Exodus 3:14; John 8:58)
b. Emmanuel (Isaiah 7:14; Matthew 1:22)
c. The Word (John 1:1, 14; Revelation 19:13)
d. Son of Man (Matthew 9:6, 12:8, 20:28, 26:63; John
5:37)
e. Lord (Matthew 7:22, 8:2, 14:28; Mark 7:28)
f. Son of God (John 3:16, 5:18, 10:33, 36)
g. God (John 1:1, 18, 20:28; Titus 2:13; Hebrews 1:8;
2 Peter 1:1; 1 John 5:20)

B. | believe Jesus Christ is God manifested in thehfidohn 1:14, 10:30;
Philippians 2:6-8; 1 Timothy 3:16), conceived byg tholy Ghost and
born of a virgin (Matthew 1:20, 23; Isaiah 7:14)his virgin birth
preserved Jesus Christ from being born with a atare, allowing Him to
live a sinless life (Hebrews 4:15, 2 Corinthiang15:1 Peter 2:22).

C. | believe that Jesus Christ died voluntarily asilassitutionary sacrifice
for all mankind (Romans 5:8; Isaiah 53:5), sheddiligblood for the
remission of all sin (Hebrews 9:22), thus redeenfiRgmans 3:24, 25),
justifying (Romans 5:9), and imputing His rightenass to all who
believe on Him (2 Corinthians 5:21; 1 John 2:2jisTdeath was followed
by His physical resurrection (Matthew 28:9; Luke32443; 1 Corinthians
15:3, 4, 17-19), showing God’s acceptance thap#malty of and for sin
had been paid in full (Romans 4:25). This resuiweovas then followed
by the bodily ascension of Jesus Christ (Acts 1P-1

D. | believe that Christ is seated on the right siti€od the Father (Hebrews
10:12), serving as our Mediator (1 Timothy 2:5) #&utocate (1 John

|
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2:1, 2).

| believe that His return for His sairg$mminent, pre-

tribulational (Daniel 9:24), and premillennial (Reation 19:11-20:15).

+ The Person of the Holy Spirit

A. | believe the Holy Spirit is the third Person oétBodhead (I Corinthians
3:16; Acts 5:3).

arwbdE

He is Deity (John 16:12, 13).

He is eternal (Hebrews 9:14).

He is omnipresent (1 Corinthians 2:10; John 1418561 3).
He is omnipotent (Luke 1:35).

He is omniscient (Psalm 139:7-10).

B. | believe the Holy Spirit convicts the unbelievér o

1.
2.
3.

Sin (John 16:7-11)
Righteousness (John 16:7-11)
Judgement (John 16:8-11)

C. Concerning the Believer, the Holy Spirit

1.
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Regenerates (Titus 3:5; John 3:3-5)

Indwells (Romans 8:9; 1 Corinthians 3:16, 6:19)

Seals (Ephesians 1:13, 14)

Fills (Galatians 5:16, 22-25; Ephesians 5:18)

Teaches (John 14:26; | Corinthians 2:12)

Sets apart (Romans 15:16)

Guides (John 16:12, 13)

Bestows Spiritual gifts for service (1 Corinthiakk7)
Provides assurance of salvation (Romans 8:16; 4 4dl8)

10 Makes intercession for believers (Romans 8:26)
11. Comforts (John 15:26)

D. Concerning tongues and sign gifts

1.

2.
3.

Tongues are not a gift for today; they ceased thighcompletion
of the Scriptures (1 Corinthians 13:8-10, 14:1-40).

They were a sign to the unbeliever (1 Corinthiath22).

Paul rebuked those who used them for self-ediboati
Corinthians 14:4).

The sign gifts are used in relation to the ecun@mwvement,
to which God is opposed (2 Corinthians 6:14-18jrAdthy 3:1-
5).




+ The Doctrine of Angels

A. 1 believe that God created angels (Colossians wh®)are ministering
spirits (Matthew 4:11; Hebrews 1:14). God credtedn immortal (Luke
20:36) and without sin (Genesis 1:31), but withdbdity to choose sin
(2 Peter 2:4). Angels do not marry (Matthew 22:30)

B. I believe Lucifer was created by God and was Gbodjkest ranking
angel (Ezekiel 28:11-15). Due to pride (Isaiahl?414), Satan sinned
and was cast from heaven (Ezekiel 28:16). Othgelarsinned and were
cast into hell (2 Peter 2:4). Some of these amaelseserved in chains,
(Jude 6) while other angels serve as agents ohQstark 5:2-5). Satan
will be cast into the lake of fire following hisifal defeat (Revelations
20:9-10).

C. I believe that the angels who did not sin are liMgrk 8:38), doing
God’s will (Psalm 103:20, 21), and ministering tblelievers (Hebrews
1:14).

+ The Fall of Man

A. | believe that Adam was created by the direct &Ga, in the image and
likeness of God (Genesis 1:26, 27).

B. I believe that Adam, by his own wilful disobedientsl from this state of
innocence (Genesis 2:16, 17, 3:6; Romans 5:14, B8¢ause of this sin,
Adam received a sin nature which has passed toall (Psalm 51:5;
Romans 5:12, 18).

C. I believe that all men are without excuse (Romat8-21) and under
condemnation (John 3:18; Romans 6:23; Hebrews ®R&velation 20:14,
15).

+ The Salvation of Sinners

A. | believe that God has provided salvation_for Ribhans 10:13; 1 John
2:2; 2 Peter 3:9) through Christ’s finished worktba cross (John 3:16,
12:32, 19:30; Romans 6:23; Ephesians 1:7; Hebre2® 9

B. | believe salvation is received through faith (Eghas 2:8, 9) and
repentance (Romans 10:9, 10; John 3).

C. | believe at the time of salvation the believereiges eternal life (John
10:28; Romans 6:23), is freed from the penaltyim{Romans 5:1, 9), and
becomes a son of God (John 1:12; Galatians 4:%ifdRs 5:10).




") |

D. I believe in the eternal security of the believdh(n 10:27-30; Romans
8:38, 39; Ephesians 1:13; Philippians 1:6; 1 JahB8)5

E. I believe in the continuing work of sanctificatitimat is to be present in
the life of the believer:

1. Positional sanctification saved from the penalty of sin
through Christ (1 Corinthians 1:30; Hebrews 10149,
13:12)

2. Progressive sanctification given power over sin through
the work of the Holy Spirit (Romans 6:6-14, 8:1Pdter
1:22) as He conforms the believer to the imagelofs
(Romans 8:29)

3. Perfect sancitificationn saved from the presence of sin
through Christ either at death (Hebrews 12:23)t thex
rapture (1 John 3:2), at which time the believdl rgceive
a glorified body (Philippians 3:21)

F. Predestination and Election (Romans 8:29, 30; &rPetl, 2)
1. Predestination and election are Bible words.
2. God does not will any to perish (2 Peter 3:9).
3. Whosever will may come (Acts 2:21; Romans 10:13
4. There are a few examples regarding predesimatithe
Bible; but only in relation to service, (Jeiah 1:5), never
salvation.

+ The Doctrine of Heaven and Hell

A. | believe in a literal heaven in which Jesus Chsigireparing a place for
all believers (John 14:3), and is at the right hah@od the Father
(Hebrews 8:1, 10:12). | believe that heaven itaagof eternal conscious
joy in the presence of God (2 Corinthians 5:8; Ratven 21:1-22:4).

B. I believe in a literal hell of everlasting fire pared for the devil and his
angels (Matthew 25:41). | believe that upon thatllef an unbeliever his
soul enters hell and exists in conscious tormetit the second
resurrection (Luke 16:22-24). At this time theylwe judged at the great
white throne and cast into the lake of fire to sutverlasting punishment
(Matthew 25:46; 2 Thessalonians 1:9; Revelatiod 245, 21:8).

The Doctrine of the Church

A. | believe that the only program God has for thie egthe local, New
Testament Church composed of regenerate persois 224d), who have
been immersed upon their profession of faith (Actdlb, 8:36-38),
uniting in worship, instruction, observance of thve ordinances (Acts
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2:42-47; Ephesians 4:11-16), and the world-wideaging of the Gospel
(Matthew 28:18-20; Acts 1:8, 3:1-3).

B. I believe each church is to be autonomous (Matth@w5-17),
recognizing Christ as the Head of the church (Eplnesl:22, 5:23, 24),
with only two offices:

1. Pastor (bishop, elder, shepherd) follows Christ and
leads the church, (1 Peter 5:1-4; Acts 20:28) while
meeting the qualifications of 1 Timothy 3:1-7 and
Titus 1:6-9.

2. Deacons who serve the church, (Acts 6:1-6) and
fulfill the standards of 1 Timothy 3:8-11.

C. | believe the church is to serve two ordinances:
1. Believer’s Baptism

a. The symbolic identification with Christ and His
death, burial, and resurrection (Romans 6:3, 4;
Colossians 2:12)

b. A step of obedience whereby a believer becomes
part of a local assembly (Acts 2:41)

c. Commanded by Christ (Matthew 28:19, 20)

2. The Lord’s Supper

a. A memorial of the broken body (bread) and the shed
blood (juice) of Jesus Christ (Matthew 26:26-30;
Luke 22:19, 20; 1 Corinthians 11:23-26)

b. A time of self-examination and judgement (1
Corinthians 11:28-30)

c. Anticipation for the Lord’s return (1 Corinthians
11:26)

B. | believe each church is to be separate from thddw@ Corinthians 6:14-
18) and from those in doctrinal error (Galatiarg-9, 2 John 10). Church
discipline is meted out upon those who do not racound doctrine or
proper moral conduct (1 Corinthians 6; Matthew 5817; Romans
16:17). Discipline is to preserve church puritpKEsians 5:26-27) and
for personal repentance (1 Corinthians 5:5; 2 Thm@25).

The Doctrine of Future Events

A. 1 believe the rapture of Christians is the nexfppeetic event (1
Thessalonians 4:14-17; Titus 2:13; Philippians B:X0hrist will return
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personally (John 14:3) to take the dead in Chnstlaving saints to meet
Him in the air (1 Thessalonians 4:16, 17). At timse, believers will be
like Christ (1 John 5:10), and then will enjoy tharriage supper of the
Lamb (Revelations 19:7).

B. 1 believe in an actual seven year tribulation ([2tsiiseventieth week,
Daniel 9:24-27), involving judgement upon the uresh(Revelation
3:10), but directed mainly upon the nation of Is{deremiah 30:7; Isaiah
26:20). This judgement will turn Israel to the ddRomans 11:25-27).

C. I believe in the Second Coming of Christ, and thaill end the
Tribulation (Zechariah 14:4; Matthew 24:29-31). riShwill destroy the
armies of the earth (Revelation 19:11-21), andragebwill bind Satan
for one thousand years (Revelation 20:1-3). Olstdmment and
Tribulation saints will be resurrected (Isaiah Zg:Daniel 12:1-3, 13;
Revelation 20:4); Christ will set up His millennkkhgdom (Matthew
25:31-46; Revelation 19:11-20:6); and the Old Trestat saints,
tribulation saints,and the bride of Christ willgeiwith Christ (Revelation
20:6). This period is characterized by peace ggideousness (Psalm
72:7).

D. Following the Millennium, | believe Satan will bedsed for a season to
deceive the nations (Revelation 20:8) and willlba®od once more
(Revelations 20:9), ending with his final defeatGasd casts him into the
lake of fire forever (Revelation 20:10). Afterghevent, the unsaved dead
will be resurrected to stand before God at thetgubae throne to be
judged. Following their judgement, God will casémn into the lake of
fire (Revelation 20:11-15). | believe there wil B new heaven and a
new earth for the saved to enjoy eternal blessadnil Christ (2 Peter
3:12-14; Revelation 21:22).

Doctrine of Separation

A. | believe that we are mandated by God in the Biblgeparate ourselves
unto Christ and from any participation in or en@ongnt of sin, from
organizations and religious personalities that démeyfaith or compromise
its message, or from brethren who walk disorderlywloo unrepentantly
continue in sin or engage in the compromise bafugationed. | believe
that | must stand up against and separate froapabtasy and compromise
(1 Peter 1:15, 16; 1 John 2:15-17). Personaltyust separate from
fornication and works of darkness. | must not wadly yoke myself with
unbelievers (1 Corinthians 5:9; 2 Corinthians 6174-Ephesians 5:11).

B. | oppose the Charismatic Movement of our day whgécts the truth of
God’s Word by misinterpreting clear doctrines antphasizing
“experience” above the authority of God’s Word.




C. | oppose the Ecumenical Movement of today, whitlnapts to amalgamate
all systems of religion on common ground. Thismeenical group consists
of groups that deny Christ, His Word, and His doetr

D. | oppose Modernism, a system of theology that ieturationalistic and
humanistic dogma applied to Biblical Christianifhey reject the
authority, inspiration, and historical accuracytlod Scripture.

They also deny the Bible’s miracle accounts, andyntgeny the virgin
birth, deity and resurrection of Christ.

E. 1 oppose the Neo-orthodoxy and Neo-evangelical mnare of our day.
This liberal movement embraces the destructive lagians of modernism.
In reference to the Bible, they fail to separaterfiiberalism, error,
ecumenism, the charismatic movement, and apostasslieve in personal
separation: that every Christian should keep Hinosespotted from the
world; and therefore, must deny all sinful practiceabits, and worldly
dress; and that a proper standard and examplebausised to the lost
world and to weaker brethren (Matthew 5:13-19; Rosnk4:1, 16:16-18; 1
Corinthians 6:12, 19:20; 2 Corinthians 6:14-17;d&8ahs 1:6-9; Ephesians
5:11; 1 Thessalonians 1:9-10; 2 Thessalonians 8;8-Timothy 6:3-5; 2
Timothy 3:1-5; Titus 3:9-11; James 1:27, 4:4; 1ePé&t15-16, 2:11; 1 John
2:15-17, 4:1; 2 John 9-11).

Baptist Distinctives

1. Biblical Authority
| believe the Bible is the final rule of authorftyr all
matters of faith and practice. No word of man eaer
supersede the Bible.

2. Autonomy of the Local Church
| believe the local church is an independent bbdy is
accountable to no one but the Lord Jesus Chriserer
IS No person or organization that can dictate \ahatal
church should or should not do.

3. Priesthood of the Believer
| believe that every believer is a priest and matgethe
presence of God directly through our Mediator, desu
Christ. There is no need for a human mediator.

4. Two Ordinances in the Church
| believe that the Bible teaches two ordinancegHerlocal church to
practice today: baptism and the Lord’s Suppeejdct the belief that
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there is saving grace of any sort in these ordiesyiout |1 do believe that
they must be observed as Christ commanded.

5. Individual Soul Liberty
| believe that every individual believer has theeliy to believe as his
conscience dictates. A person should not be cdente believing
anything against his will.

6. Saved Church Membership
| believe that only regenerated persons shoulddb&tsed to church
membership. Also, only baptized believers sho@ddmitted to the
membership.

7. Two Offices in the Church
| believe that there are only two offices in thenath: pastor and deacon.
There is no biblical support for any hierarchylw thurch government.

8. Separation of Church and State
| believe that the church and the state are twarsép spheres and that
one should never control the other.




