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Litfin era

Daniel Lehn
News Editor .

As the selection of Wheaton’s next president approaches, an

article called “Whither Wheaton?,” evaluating President Lit-

fin

’s 17-year tenure, was published on The Society.of Mutual

| examines

Erin Haft
Editor in Chief

irj i blished before the
Chignell, desiring to-get the article pu '
Board (g)f Trustees selected the next president, sought an online

The article was set to appear last year in “Books and Cul-
| medium and was picked up by SoMA.

The article, written by Andrew Ciﬁgpell '96, assopiate pro-
fessor of philosophy at Cornell University, characterizes Lit-
opposed to a “wiggle-room” approach, citing various instances
ture,” a publication under Christianity Today Interpational, but
was’pulled by the CEO Harold Smith at the last minute.

itfin’ int i isi : sent down to
in Litfin’s administration when decisions were sex

fin’s interpretation style as more of a “magisterial approach” as
the faculty from the administration without attempt to gain

faculty approval and even despite faculty dissent.

Autopsy (SoMA) Web site.

though it does seem importantly related.

The central question, rather, is this: Howmagisterial must an
Although Chignell begins the article b)f providing examples
of some of Litfin’s actions perceived as “liberal” by some,

“Managerial style (‘top-down’ vs. ‘relational’) is not the
other way, how much wiggle-roomi for reasonable, charitable

administration be regarding the in‘terpretation og ((:)ore cct)rglnﬁ_ut—
ments in order to keép the institution on course? Or, pu

-~ differences in interpretation can be allowed whis)e,:,‘sutlllv prf;;erv-
ing a school’s distinctive confessional character?” C 1gn_¢ _
said in his article.
such as revoking the rule against on campus dancing; he goes

central question here,

on to gives instances of professots being fired for integrating -

" the evolutionary. model with faith in-the classroom and for

said President Litfin. “There is no magisterium

along with other decisions made on _school doctnr:ialdcdo(r)n\;n
mitments, as instances when interpretations were hande dow

from the top.
“The notion of a magisterial administration is a complete

sorial candidate not being hired due to views on homosexual-
The article has sparked responses across the spectrum,

converting to Catholicism. He also cites the story of a profes-

red herring,”

ity,

through. i.nor .aomBm is; mom:mam
@EEm Ollege sa g here

eated a suppressing environ ot feel that Wheaton has womn 4

number, Om mmn.m:u\ s&o mmm
that they are not trusted by the
magpmﬁmzon that an are w:m-

“this is not" Ewnommmﬂ@ the admin- -
istration’s fault,” ' English Eowam-
-sor Alan umoovm said: Y think: ﬂEm

- has been an'isste for years _pﬁ.o

“that I would Jike to see ng ook -

. for some way to addrass: con- ..

structively.” :
-~ Geology bnowmmmou, .qﬂnm Q.oou-.

- berg feels that many faculty have
- felt stifled by the trustees and |

administration in many ways.
:Qooa visionary quality

c@n_.mnbmrﬂo_@mﬁwnaﬁmmm grid

Humoﬁma by the' ‘administration. afid

noBmm out of ..Eo.mmoEQ_ :

g&mﬂo& 4

- Other aculty

aouﬁmommuq msSHocEmE

EooHom_o& mE&mm professor
- Timothy. Larsen said. “Within

:E:m theie’s'a Tot of freedom .

.-buit you have to say [things]
~in ém%m that are Eammﬁma msa
mﬂmﬁmmﬁm:-bwﬂw s

- With H.ommam Ho the mﬁoﬁmo
“issuies raised by Chigtiell, somie’
- feel that the measures taken by

- “Idon’t wnos any mmn&q
- members who want wiggle room
~“What we want are reasonable
vocnamnom and I think that for

ot ..%_.mﬁmﬁoa._mm.ozmr by 5 .

el like there - Smm
“aclimate o - fear? EES& and’:

- issues raiséd in the article are .

* " minor gradations. .. . ._
T HAndrew HOE@;@E is mmﬁbm“

. “Wouldn’t it be great if the ther- .-

| mostat was two degrees cooler,” |
“- Litfin were c@nomommw to the Oo_- o

lege.

5@ .Eomﬁ wmn_éo_&wé.. over-

mw,,_, Jacobs said.” ..
Applied heath’ mﬁaaomm pro-:.

Y We're ES a big, &oé-ﬁcﬁ :
o Sm m_EH it's: rmm.m to EE dS.hmﬁ

Tiamis said. e have to follow
~the mEmmHEom of what has’ been
set forth in the o_umﬁma: .

‘Others feel-that the %mo_mo

"Larsen said. “Litfin ¢ame’ in
and said, ‘It’s a little chilly;

let’s make it a couple degrees
L. - warmer, .. There isn’t liberalism -
- at Wheaton, justa Hoﬁ of mmE. of

:wﬂmbmg ”

whelmingly reasonable _uosumma .

mommou. w_a é&ﬁﬁm mm& _6 Emo .

m:a go back 10 yout H.ooa ﬁﬁ,

details are &mqmos:m

sented i in Chignell’ 5 article'did -

msn at hand; - :
G MMy s&cyo ﬁmnom is to wﬁ

-didn’t do'that: ‘T H:Ew g&mi 8

-~ article served us by raising the

_questions, and I really want to

see themr addressed and debated .

in pubiic, .. czmoﬂ:uﬂo@ this is
not what Andrew’s article 1 5.1 -

wish it were an engaging of the
issues,”

The timing of “Whither

- Wheaton?” has caused some’ ap-

- prehension about the i impact it

e Central .Em..ma.ow Owymnom.m :
~ -article is amiportant, but Emﬂ Ea

“Litfin'felt that the %HE_M Em-
not mao@,cm@o@ H%Hmmmﬁ Eo 5- :
.ﬁEm into a broader perspective,”
h&mu said; “What T want' t0'sce

is'these i Hmmznm nsmmmom and it’§
vcmwmﬁm to me that this article

-could H?a on Eo trustees’ deci-
S Eo: .

tion: mm far-
mm ‘the board i i§ nownoﬁmm
Tt could reinforce i in EQH
_‘miinds that there js & libéeral i E, :
- fluence that they rmé 1o on
cmnw *Larsen said, -~ -
‘Greenberg does not émmﬂ Eo

; mnu&m to sway the tristees’ deci- -
sion, bt is optimistic that it will
- open lines of ooBEchmuos
+. under the next president. -
- -+ ~Despite tension over Ew ars
e w&m all sides are hopeful ».oH the’

- ?Ewo.

o “Twanta E%Ema that can-
o Emwm Wheston EmEmomEz%
S EQ.m academic than it is now

i Tdon’t want a president

" who. thinks; ‘Wow, [ miade it to

-Wheaton,”” Larsen said.
. Read the article at http://

WWW, somareview. 85\2592.
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