	FAQ [MrSolidSnake745]

	Have a question? See if it's below. If not PM me and I'll see if I can answer you =)

	· What's making the sound? 

	A: Stepper motors in the floppy drives. It's been done before, you can see other videos around Youtube of people doing songs with stepper motors, but the advantage to floppy drives is that the build is pretty uniform and most are easy to hear.

	· How is this even possible?

	The concept behind this is basically getting the stepper motor to operate a certain frequency (getting the motor to step a certain amount of times in a second) which generates a pitch. Then we arrange those pitches together and we get a song.

You need two signals (When it comes to floppy drives) to do this: a direction signal and a step signal. Direction controls which direction the motor will step and the step signal controls at what frequency and how long the motor operates.

	· So, that’s cool, but how the hell do you do that?

	This is all do-able because of the software written by Sammy1Am!!! I DID NOT WRITE THE CODE. While I understood the concept, I spent a ton of time trying to code something decent to get the concept to work. I got something that was ok, but Sammy was providing a solution that was like, 395710355 times better. So I'm using his code, but with a couple tweaks for my own setup. Go check out his channel, it’s pretty badass: [http://www.youtube.com/user/Sammy1Am].

What this code does is convert a MIDI file into serial data packets and sends them over to my Arduino Duemilanove (Almost any Arduino will work!). The Arduino receives them and then sends the appropriate channel/floppy drive the information. My time is now spent tweaking stuff around in the code to make it specific to my setup and arranging music that is compatible with these "instruments".

	· I want to do it too! Where do I get started?

	The actual stuff you need is pretty simple! You’ll need:
· An Arduino
· A floppy drive or eight
· Some sort of cabling going between the pins of the floppy drives and the Arduino digital I/O ports
· A power source to drive the floppies (Old computer power supplies work the best!)
· A computer (Use a laptop for the most versatile location possibilities)
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Sammy1Am’s software [https://github.com/SammyIAm/Moppy/]
Once you’ve got all this stuff, look to his video tutorial on hooking up everything: [http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=w6tuMn5sPyM]. If you still need some help, you can try PM’ing me or posting to the Github Issues page.

	· I want to make a request! How do I get your attention?

	So I do accept requests, but it’s hard for me to tell when yours is going to get done or if I’m even going to be able to do it. Please bear in mind I need a MIDI file of the song and even if I can get that, not everything is playable on floppy drives. On top of that I have a lot of real life responsibilities which really slow me down from doing requests. If you can deal with those things and still want to make a request, the best way is to PM me. Please make sure you include the word “Request” in the subject title so I can filter it out and actually see it. I update a spreadsheet with new requests and their status which you can see here: [http://dl.dropbox.com/u/12354903/Requests.xlsx]. I will peruse the comments and pick up requests when I can, but that is an unreliable method to get me to acknowledge your request =P

	· That background is SO cool! Where can I get it?

	Odds are if you are asking this question, you just finished watching my BF1942 video. The link is in the description! Go get it! If it’s been requested enough, I will provide a link in the description. Otherwise I get ALL of my wallpapers from wallbase.cc. Go check them out. You’ll thank me later.



	· Where can I get the audio from this video?

	I’ve got a Bandcamp page set up now. Check it out here: http://mrsolidsnake745.bandcamp.com/

	· I would love to give you some sort of donation so you can improve your setup!

	Then firstly, thank you! Know that any and all of the money I receive will be used to buy things for a better setup. You can send me your donation through Paypal! Simply go to the “Send Money” tab of Paypal, enter my email addresses and the amount you want to give me, and select Services as the purchase type. My Paypal email is: MrSolidSnake745@gmail.com. Thank you again!



