
                                                                                                                   
  

 

 

 

 

 
Grace Notes from Kristie 
 
A season of prayer, for prayer, in prayer. 
 
During the first two weeks of October, as my husband Bob and I journeyed in South Korea for the 
Western Jurisdiction Korean Mission Trip, prayer was everywhere.  Our group of 68 from the 
Conferences of the United Methodist Church in the Western states prayed together, joined early 
morning prayer meetings, and heard story after story of how prayer made a difference in the lives of 
Christians and churches in South Korea. 
 
Participating on the trip from our El Camino Real District were Rev. Sun Hee Kim of St. Paul UMC, who 
also did much translating, and Rev. Sam Yun of Los Altos UMC, who photographed much of our trip.  
Rev. Mariellen Yoshino and her husband Steve, Rev. Linda Caldwell, and Rev. Janette Saavedra were 
with us.  The pastors of ChoUn UMC in Oakdale and Oakland Korean UMC were joined by some of their 
church members for the trip.  Others came from San Francisco.  California-Nevada was well 
represented, but we were delighted to be joined by Bishop Mary Ann Swenson and many other 
wonderful people.   
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On several mornings, music called us to prayer at 4:40am.  We were staying at the retreat center of the 
Bupyeong Methodist Church in Incheon, and the music invited us to finish getting ready and walk down 
the hall to the sanctuary.  A full choir blessed us with rousing music at that early hour and many church 
members filled the seats for an inspiring message.  But all parts of the service led to the prayer, with 
most people speaking their prayers aloud, simultaneously, for up to 30 minutes.  Like our hosts, we 
gave our first hour to God. 
 
Rev. Hong, lead pastor of the Bupyeong Church, says simply that for his church, everything starts with 
prayer.  During his years of ministry there, again and again he and the leaders turned to prayer for 
DƻŘΩǎ ǿƻǊŘΦ  Lƴ ǘǊȅƛƴƎ ǘƛƳŜǎΣ ƛƴ ƧƻȅŦǳƭ ǘƛƳŜǎΦ  !ƭǿŀȅǎΦ   Lǘ Ƙŀǎ ƴƻǘ ōŜŜƴ ŀ ǎǘǊaight path, but the 
attendance in worship each Sunday has grown from 350 in 1960 to over 5200 today.  Rev. Hong 
suggested that we Americans have too many meetings.  That instead, we ought to devote ourselves to 
ǇǊŀȅŜǊ ŀƴŘ .ƛōƭŜ ǎǘǳŘȅΦ  IƳƳƳƳΧ 
 
Many pastors in the churches we visited were honest about their challenges in starting churches.  
Sometimes there were but a few who gathered in a living room or helped the churches take next steps. 
¢ƘŜ ǇŀǎǘƻǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ YƛǇŜǳƴ /ƘǳǊŎƘ ǎǇƻƪŜ ƻŦ ŀ ǘƛƳŜ ǿƘŜƴ άǘƘŜ ƻƴƭȅ ǘƘƛƴƎ L ŎƻǳƭŘ Řƻ ǿŀǎ ǇǊŀȅΦέ  {ƻ ƘŜ 
ǇǊŀȅŜŘ ŜǾŜǊȅ ƴƛƎƘǘ ŦǊƻƳ ƳƛŘƴƛƎƘǘ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŜŀǊƭȅ ƳƻǊƴƛƴƎ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜΣ ŀǎƪƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ DƻŘΩǎ ŘƛǊŜŎǘƛƻƴΦ 
 
Our trip was a season of prayer. 
 
These last weeks, I have felt the call to carry prayer more deeply into my life. Churches in our area are 
facing challenges: trying to reach out to the community with gospel hope while absorbing higher 
insurance and pension costs.  The news is full of Occupy protests and stories, but deaths in Afghanistan 
and worries over the stock market hang in the air also.  A friend was just diagnosed with prostate 
ŎŀƴŎŜǊΣ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ƭƻǎǘ ŀ ǇŀǊŜƴǘ ǘƻ ŘŜŀǘƘ ǊŜŎŜƴǘƭȅΧ ƘǳǊǘǎ ŀƴŘ ǇŀƛƴΦ  
 
All to be carried in the loving act of prayer.  Sometimes alone, in a quiet place.  Or, to be lifted up into 
DƻŘΩǎ ƘŜŀǊǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƘǳƳōling unity of a congregation praying together. 
 
Can we pray together, intentionally?  Will you join with me in a special season of prayer? 
 
Lƴ ǘƘŜǎŜ ōǳǎȅ ŘŀȅǎΣ ƛǘ ƛǎ ƳƻǊŜ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ǘƘŀƴ ŜǾŜǊ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ ŎŜƴǘŜǊ ƻǳǊǎŜƭǾŜǎ ƛƴ DƻŘΩǎ ƎǊŀŎŜΦ  !ǎ ǿŜ ƳŀƪŜ 
decisions in our churches on structure and vision, as people seek to live out values important to them, 
ŀǎ ǿŜ ƭƛǎǘŜƴ ŦƻǊ DƻŘΩǎ Ŏŀƭƭ ƻƴ ƻǳǊ ƭƛǾŜǎΧŎŀƴ ǿŜ ǇǊŀȅ ŦƻǊ ƻƴŜ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊΚ   L ǿƛƭƭ make a special covenant to 
be in prayer for and with you each day through December 31Φ  [Ŝǘ ǳǎ ǎŜŜƪ DƻŘΩǎ ƎǳƛŘŀƴŎŜ ƛƴ ŀƭƭ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ 
and hold one another up.  Let us be known as a people of prayer because we devote ourselves to 
prayer.  
 
Please join me in this holy practice.  If you could take a moment, please let me know that you are in 
prayer also, by sending me a short email to kristieo@calnevumc.org or dropping a note to the District 
Center, P. O. Box 980250, West Sacramento, CA  95798-0250.  
 
Gratefully, hopefully, and grace-fully,   
 
Kristie  



Bishopôs Connectional Trip to Fiji October 13-25, 2011  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Part of our delegation to Fiji, October 2011.  Pastors Liza Klein, Michael Love,  
Anne Schlesinger, Linda Caldwell,  Linda Loessberg-Zahl, Wilson DeOcera, 
and Elmar DeOcera.  The team visited churches, schools, and leaders of the 
country, making connections with our Methodist brothers in sisters in Fiji. 

Bishop Warner H. Brown, Jr., and Mrs. Minnie Brown 
receive gifts from the generous Fijians at most every 
stop. 



"Ordinary to Extraordinary: A Day for the Laity"  

Register Now for Nov. 5 Day for the Laity 
 

On-line registration is now open for "Ordinary to Extraordinary: A Day for the Laity" of the California-Nevada 

Annual Conference ï Saturday, Nov. 5 from 9 a.m. to 4:30 p.m., at the United Methodist Center in West 

Sacramento.  

  

If you think your ministry is ordinary, think again, for God works through ordinary people to do extraordinary 

things! Come and learn about the ordinary people in the Bible who give us great examples of the extraordinary 

things all of us can do in sharing Jesus, our Church, and our Wesleyan ways in our congregations and beyond into 

our communities.  

 

We are very excited to have two keynote presenters-  

 

¶ Rev. Renae Extrum-Fernandez, Bridges District Superintendent, will share ways of developing leadership 

and service among the laity that lead to doing the things that matter to God and making a difference in our 

congregations and communities as we make disciples of Jesus Christ to transform the world.  

 

¶ Rev. Linda Holbrook, an Elder in the Central Texas Conference and a Spiritual Director who brings prior 

business experience, will explore with us our spiritual gifts of leadership that God shares with us, helping 

us identify the gifts each of us have and provide insights into encouraging others in our congregations to 

share their gifts. 

 

Come explore in other workshops as well:  

 

¶ Creating an Extraordinary Movement of Methodism following in our Wesleyan Ways with Rev. Tom 

Kimball 

¶ Building Extraordinary Congregations which effectively reach their diverse communities while 

strengthening their unity within the Body of Christ with Rev. Dale Weatherspoon and Rev. Sun Hee Kim 

¶ Moving beyond our doors in Extraordinary Outreach with our neighbors near and far with Phil Bandy and 

Burt Yin 

¶ Developing new understandings of Generosity - sharing back with God what has so richly been given to 

us with Rev. Betsy Schwarzentraub 

 

Gain exciting insights on partnering with your pastors and being who we are called to be ï not only at church, but 

at home, work, school, and in all those places where our lives touch the lives of others. Talk with laity from other 

churches and find out what they are doing in their congregations. 

  

A special note for those who are current local church and certified lay speakers: This day will satisfy the 

requirement for the refresher course a local lay speaker must complete every three years, and also can be included 

as an advanced course for certified lay speakers. 

  

Registration for "Ordinary to Extraordinary: A Day for the Laity" is available by clicking on this link, 

www.cnumc.org/register. The last day to register is Nov. 1, 2011. Lunch is included in your registration. 

 

The United Methodist Center is located at 1276 Halyard Drive, West Sacramento, CA 95691. 

 

For more information contact either of the Conference Co-Lay Leaders: Gayle Shearman at 

gshearman@comcast.net, (415) 506-4196 or Burt Yin at burtpyin@gmail.com, (510) 582-4368. 

http://www.cnumc.org/register
mailto:gshearman@comcast.net
tel:%28415%29%20506-4196
mailto:burtpyin@gmail.com
tel:%28510%29%20582-4368


Church A dministrative Lea ders' Basic Training with Q & A   
Presented by Diane Knudsen,  
    Conference Treasurer and Director of Administrative Services  

¶ Saturday, Nov. 12, 10 a.m. -2 p.m. at El Sobrante UMC, 670 Appian Way, El 
Sobrante, CA 94803.  

¶ Saturday, Jan. 7, 2 012, 10 a.m. -2 p.m. at First UMC of Modesto, 850 
Sixteenth Street, Modesto, CA 95354.  

$10 cost includes lunch and materials.  

  
Space is limited to 40 attendees  at each place , so reserve your place early by 

registering early.  Register at www.cnumc.org/register .  
  

Email Diane at dianek@calnevumc.org  if you need more information.  

 

 
 

 

 

 

http://www.cnumc.org/site/link/BLHGEPHEIBOLFMOKGOIHNGGLJCPCIDDOJFFNHJPIJPLONIDCGJDKIBKEHOIMEBFFCB
http://www.cnumc.org/site/link/BLHGEPHEIBOLFMOKGOIHNGGLJCPCIDDOJFFNHJPIJPLONIDCGJDKIBKEHOIMEBFFCC


Songs For Somalia ï A Benefit Concert 

  

Saturday, November 5th, 2011 

4:00 pm 

Wesley United Methodist Church 

470 Cambridge Street 

Palo Alto, CA 94306 

 

A Fundraiser for Famine in Somalia 

Donations Requested  

Jazz, Cantabile Childrenôs Choir, Chimes, Show Tunes, Piano 
Solo and Moreé Plus free soup supper for all! 

 

UMCOR Relief Kits "Pony Express"  

A "Pony Express" run will collect and transport UMCOR Relief Kits to the UMCOR West 
Depot in Salt Lake City, Utah. Members at Pinole UMC will depart early on Friday, Nov. 4 

and make stops at churches on their route to pick up mor e kits and deliver them to the 
depot.  

Drop Stations for the UMCOR "Pony Express":  

¶ Pinole UMC, 510.724.3312  

¶ Vacaville First UMC, 707.448.5154  

¶ Dixon UMC, 707.678.2191  

¶ St. Mark's UMC, Sacramento, 916.483.7848  

UMCOR is seriously short of Relief Kits and su pplies, due in part to recent storms.  

What is in a relief kit?  Go to www.new.gbgm -umc.org/umcor/getconnected/supplies  for 
information.  Questions? Contact  Phil Bandy at philb@calnevumc.org  or 916 -374 -1582.  

 

 

http://www.new.gbgm-umc.org/umcor/getconnected/supplies
mailto:philb@calnevumc.org


 

 

 

Lay Speaking Training  

 

Basic Course: (for beginners) 

Instructors: Dorothy Baker, Norma Lampley & John Wesley 

When: Saturday, November 19, 2011 (9-4) & Saturday: December 3, 2011 (9-4) 

Advanced Course: “Grow Spiritually Through Daily Scriptures”  

Instructor: Gaye Benson 

When: Saturday, November 19, 2011 (9-4) 
 

Registration both days starts at 8 a.m., fee is $25  
 
Lunch provided. 
 
Location: 
Shattuck Avenue United Methodist Church 
6300 Shattuck Avenue, Oakland, CA  94609 

 
 

Bible Study and UMC History & Heritage are required courses for new certified lay speakers. In 
addition, Hermeneutics and Preaching are required for those certified lay speakers who wish 
to be pulpit supply. 
 

(fee includes book, materials and lunch, unless otherwise noted) 
 
 
 
 

P r e – r e g i s t r a t i o n   i s   r e q u i r e d   f o r   a l l   c l a s s e s. 
 

Contact the District Administration Office 916-374-1500 
or by email at beckys@calnevumc.org 

 

 

mailto:beckys@calnevumc.org


 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

R e g i s t r a t i o n    F o r m 
 

 
Name ______________________________________ PHONE # _____________________ 

 

Address:   _______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Special Needs?   
_____________________________________________________________________________________  
 
 

 

Registration Fee $25.00 ( includes cost of materials, books and refreshments or lunch)   

 

Clas s: ____________________________________ Date of Class:  ______________________ 

 

Make check payable to :  CA/NV Conference UMC  

Send registration slip and fee to: District Office UMC, P.O. Box 980250, Sacramento, CA 95798 
 

Any questions, contact Becky at the District Office (916) 374-1500 
           *Sorry – no childcare is available                       Please photocopy this form for future use. 
 

 
NOTES: 
 

1. Pre-registration is required for all courses.  Many of the courses require homework to be completed 
prior to the first day of class. We need to ensure that we have adequate materials for all participants.   
If you do not pre-register you will not receive important information concerning the class, including 
time and location changes and homework assignments.  Registration is due ten days prior to the first 
day of class.   

 
2. The cost is $25 per class, unless otherwise stated.  The fee includes the cost of materials, books and, in 

most cases, lunch and/or refreshments.  
  
3. To be a local lay speaker the Basic Course is required.   
 
4. ¢ƻ ǊŜƴŜǿ ŀǎ ŀ ƭƻŎŀƭ ƭŀȅ ǎǇŜŀƪŜǊΣ ŀ άwŜŦǊŜǎƘŜǊ /ƻǳǊǎŜέ ƛǎ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜŘ ŜǾŜǊȅ ǘƘǊŜŜ ȅŜŀǊǎΦ  
 
5. To be a certified lay speaker, you must complete the Advanced United Methodist History course and 

Advanced Bible Study.   
 
6. To be recommended for pulpit supply, you must complete Advanced Hermeneutics and Advanced 

Preaching. 
 
7. To renew your certified lay speaker status an additional advanced course must be completed every 

three years.  As always, certified lay speakers are encouraged to attend additional advanced courses 
throughout the year so they will be able to continue to provide support for their local church.    
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The District Spirit is published by the El Camino Real 
District (916) 374-1501. The purpose is to keep 
district churches connected with information on 
activities and news happenings around the local 
churches, District and conference.  
Please send articles for the newsletter to 
ElCaminoReal@calnevumc.org  or mail to  
El Camino Real Newsletter, P. O. Box 980250, West 
Sacramento, CA  95798-0250.  

 

mailto:ElCaminoReal@calnevumc.org

